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Doorsteps  to  be  swept  away  by  new  building  rules 


Big  step:  out  of  fashion 


By  Rachel  Kelly 
PROPERTY  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  great  British  front  doorstep  is 
to  vanish  under  the  red  tape  erf 
regulations.  Beloved  of  sitcoms, 
scrubbed  by  generations  of  house¬ 
wives,  anda  staple  of  urban  archi¬ 
tecture,  the  doorstep  is  set  to 
disappear  under  changes  to 
housebuilding  regulations  to  be 
announced  before  Christmas. 

Under  the  new  rules,  Nick  Rayns- 
ford,  the  Construction  Minister,  will 
declare  ^evel  thresholds**  manda¬ 
tory  on  all  new  homes  to  ensure 
access  for  people  in  wheelchairs. 


Existing  buildings  wiU  not  be 
affected. 

The  150.000  new  homes  built 
annually  will  in  future  also  have  to 
have  a  downstairs  lavatory  accessi¬ 
ble  to  the  disabled,  wider  internal 
and  external  doors  and  corridors, 
and  less  steep  footpaths  and  ap¬ 
proaches.  Public  buildings,  shops 
and  offices  already  have  to  provide 
level  thresholds. 

The  changes  are  the  culmination 
of  a  decade  of  lobbying  by  organ¬ 
isations  representing  disabled  and 
elderly  people. 

Roger  Humber,  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  House  Builders’  Federa¬ 


tion.  said:  “This  will  change  the  face 
of  domestic  architecture.  It  will 
require  a  major  redesign  of  the 
fronts  of  most  of  the  houses  we 
build.” 

Richard  Best,  of  the  Joseph 
Rowntree  Foundation,  the  housing 
charity,  said:  “These  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  measures,  not  just  for  the  six 
million  people  who  are  disabled  in 
some  way.  but  for  all  of  us  who  will 
benefit” 

The  regulations  are  likely  to 
implemented  by  April  1999.  Build¬ 
ers  will  be  required  to  make  die 
front  door,  or  a  side  door  if  there  is 
one.  level  with  the  path  or  driveway. 


The  only  exemptions  will  be  for 
houses  built  on  steep  slopes,  where 
steps  are  unavoidable. 

Detached  or  semi-detached 
homes  could  put  the  level  threshold 
at  the  rear  of  the  property  provided 
it  was  easily  accessible  from  where  a 
car  would  be  parked. 

External  doors  will  probably  be  a 
minimum  of  800mm  wide,  and 
internal  doors  750mm  wide.  The 
main  downstairs  corridor  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  a  minimum  of  900mm  and 
the  downstairs  lavatory  entrance 
must  be  750mm  wide. 

What  builders  must  ensure  —  in 
the  jargon  of  the  industry  —  is  “visit- 


ability  housing”  fur  those  in 
wheelchairs. 

The  ideas  were  first  suggested  by 
the  concept  of  a  “Lifetime  Home"  — 
one  that  would  last  from  cradle  ro 
grave  -  developed  by  the  Joseph 
Rowntree  Foundation.  Its  report 
suggested  16  changes  that  the 
average  home  would  have  to  under¬ 
go  to  qualify*,  including  more  far- 
reaching  changes  than  the 
Government  proposes. 

The  House  Builders'  Federation 
said  that  the  changes  could  add 
E1.000  to  the  cost  of  the  average  two- 
bedroom  house  and  would  squeeze 
many  first-time  buyers  out  of  the 


market.  “Builders  will  simply  stop 
making  two-hedroom  houses  and 
make  three- bed  room  ones  instead.” 
Mr  Humber  said.  “.And  we  dont 
have  failsafe  technical  solutions  at 
the  moment  to  ensure  that  we  keep 
the  rain  ouL" 

Tlie  foundation  said  the  changes 
would  add  only  £200  to  the  cost  of 
building  a  three-bedroom  house. 
The  Department  of  rhe  Environ¬ 
ment  refused  to  am  firm  the  changes 
but  said  that  an  announcement 
would  be  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons  shortly. 


Doorstep  history,  page  5 


Help  planned 
for  farms  hit 
by  beef  ban 


By  Philip  Webster 
am*  Michael  Hornsby 

AN  EMERGENCY  package 
of  help  for  the  livestock  indus¬ 
try  is  being  considered  by  the 
Government  against  a  back¬ 
ground  of  spreading  pretests 
by  British  farmers  angry  at 
the  impacl  of  cheap  beef 
imports  on  their  crisis-torn 

industry. 

As  farmers  blockading  Brit¬ 
ish  ports  were  told  last' night 
that  they  were  not  above  the 
law,  the  Cabinet  also  decided 
la  set  up  a  far-reaching  inqui¬ 
ry  inm  the  origins  and  conduct 
of  the  BSE  crisis  as  part  of  its 
efforts  to  restore  confidence  in 
British  beef. 

lad;  Cunningham,  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister,  issued  a 
warning  that  the  protests 
against  cheap  Irish  beef  im¬ 
ports  were  damaging  the 
farmers’  own  interests  and 
threatening  Britain’s  dose  re¬ 
lationship  with  Ireland.  He 
spoke  as  farmers  were  prepar¬ 
ing  to  march  on  Dover  and 
Folkestone  in  an  extension  of 
the  campaign  of  port  bkxk- 
■jdvs  that  began  in  Holyhead 
and  Fishguard  in  Wales  and 
later  spread  to  Seaforth  oa 
Merseyside  and  Stranraer  in 

south-west  Scotland. 

The  dispute's  escalation 
came  as  the  Government’s 
decision  to  ban  within  weeks 
the  sale  of  beef  on  the  bone 
sparked  a  wave  of  last-minute 
“panic- Inlying”  from  custom¬ 
ers  keen  fn  stock  up  on  ribs  of 
beef.  T-bone  steaks  and  ox- 
rails.  Ministers  rejected  accu¬ 
sations  that  they  had 
overreacted  to  the  latest  scien¬ 
tific  advice,  which  shows  BSE 
!tad  been  detected  in  bone 
marrow  And  Downing  Street 
confirmed  that  a  BSE  inquiry 
stretching  well  back  into  the 
msi.N  will  lie  established  be¬ 
fore  Christmas. 

The  investigation,  expected 
to  be  headed  by  a  judge,  will 
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farmers 
Hon  blockades 

summon  ail  the  key  figures  in¬ 
volved,  including  the  former 
Conservative  ministers  Ste¬ 
phen,  DorreU  and  Douglas 
Hogg,  and  possibly  the  former 
Prime  Minister.  John  Major. 
“We  have  long  acknowledged 
that  this  issue  is  so  serious, 
there  must  be  some  form  of 
inquiry,”  the  Prime  Minister's 
press  spokesman  said. 

It  will  also  cover  Dr  Cun¬ 
ningham’s  latest  decision  —  to 
ban  the  sale  of  beef  on  the 
bone  —  which  sparked  confu¬ 
sion  yesterday  over  when  it 
would  take  effect  Ministers 
are  required  by  law  to  consult 
and  then  to  a  lay  an  order 
before  ParlaimenL  Estimates 
as  to  how  long  that  would  take 
varied  all  day,  with  some 
officials  suggesting  it  woold  be 
the  new  year  before  the  ban 
could  operate.  However,  by 
last  nighr  senior  officials 
voiced  the  hope  that  it  could 
be  in  place  the  week  after  next 

The  Cabinet  spent  much  of 
its  meeting  yesterday  discuss¬ 
ing  the  crisis.  Afterwards,  in 
the  Commons,  the  minister 
said  that  the  Government  was 
considering  “whether  and 
how  we  can  provide  extra 
assistance  ...  when  I  can 
make  an  announcement  about 
that  decision  l  will". 

Ministers  are  believed  to  be 
considering  extra  help  for  the 
beef  sector  from  within  the 
agriculture  budget,  possibly 
by  switching  assistance  that 
goes  to  the  dairy  industry.  The 
money  will  be  supplemented 


fay  compensation  from  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  hinds. 

Dr  Cunningham  emerged 
from  a  London  meeting  with 
Joe  Walsh,  his  Irish  counter¬ 
part,  to  pledge  to  do  every¬ 
thing  in  his  power  to  bring  the 
chaos  to  a  halt.  “Farmers  have 
no  right  to  act  outside  the  law. 
If  this  was  a  bunch  of  unem¬ 
ployed  youngsters  people 
would  see  it  completely  differ¬ 
ently,"  he  said. 

The  minister  said  that  the 
protesters  were  “short-sight¬ 
ed"  if  they  could  not  see  the 
damage  they  were  doing  to 
Britain's  reputation.  “When 
French  lorry  drivers  were 
blockading  French  ports  form¬ 
ers  here  were  die  first  to 
complain,  rightly  so,  that  their 
interests  were  being  affected." 
he  said.  Dr  Cunningham 
added  that  his  discussion  with 
Mr  Walsh  had  been  “cordial 
tan  nevertheless  frank.  Joe  has 
left  me  in  no  doubt  about  the 
strength  of  feeling  in  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  about  the 
illegal  blockading  erf  legiti¬ 
mate  trade." 

The  Road  Haulage  Associ¬ 
ation  called  on  port  authorities 
io  ensure  all  docks  were  kept 
open  as  farmers  threatened 
round-the-clock  pickets. 
“What  started  as  a  minor 
dispute  is  in  danger  of  spiral¬ 
ling  out  of  control,  with  mob 
rule  dictating  who  can  and 
cannot  transit  to  and  from  the 
UK.”  a  spokesman  said.  “The 
British  economy  cannot  be 
held  to  ransom." 

Militant  Welsh  farmers 
were  last  night  maintaining  a 
round-the-clock  protest  at 
Holyhead,  while  others 
mounted  a  blockade  of 
Fishguard.  Mare  than  500 
farmers  from  Southern  Eng¬ 
land  were  expected  to  gather 
at  Dover’s  eastern  docks. 

News  of  the  BSE  inquiry 
was  welcomed  by  MPs  and 
relatives  of  CJD  victims, 
Charles  Kennedy,  agriculture 
spokesman  for  the  Libera] 
Democrats,  hoped  it  would  be 
“comprehensive,  independent 
and  public". 


Shoppers  rash,  page  4 


Clive  Harold  and  the  Prince  at  The  Big  Issue  headquarters.  The  magazine  seller  said:  “1  only  remember  him  because  we  borh  had  big  ears” 


Prince  and  the  pauper, 


By  Daniel  McGrory 
and  Adam  Fresco 

THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES 
clearly  did  not  recognise  the 
middle-aged  man  sitting  next 
to  him,  whom  he  thought  was 
about  to  explain  what  it  is  like 
to  make  a  living  by  selling 
The  Big  Issue,  the  magazine 
for  the  hometess. 

But  self-confessed  alcoholic 
and  -pauper  Give  Harold 
shinned  the  Prince  when  he 
said:  “Actually  we  were  at 
school  together". 

The  Prince  stared  at  Mr 
Harold’s  lined  and  gaunt  face. 

“Really,  where  and  when  T 
he  asked,  tuniing  his  back  on 
three  other  homeless  vendors 
who  looked  similarly  startled 
by  the  revelation. 

The  49-year  old  former  jour¬ 
nalist  and  author,  who  has 
been  selling  the  magazine 
outside  Holbom  Under¬ 
ground  station  in  London  for 
only  a  week,  said  he  remem¬ 
bered  the  Prince  from  their 
days  at  the  Hill  House  prep 
school  in  Chelsea  from  the  late 
Fifties.  In  those  days.  Mr 
Harold  recalled,  all  he  shared 
with  the  Prince  was  that  both 
were  teased  for  their  promi¬ 
nent  ears. 

The  pair  then  swapped  rem¬ 
iniscences  about  having  to 
walk  “crocodile  style,  in  single 


file"  through  Sloane  Square 
on  their  way  to  a  Terretorial 
Army  ground  to  play  football 
and  how  a  teacher  would  try  to 
raise  their  spirits  by  giving 
them  sweets. 

"It  was  arid  drops"  the 
Prince  said,  punching  his  old 
schoolfriend's  arm. 

“No.  they  were  strong 
mints,”  Mr  Harold  said.“We 
were  in  the  same  stream  for 
about  two  years." 

Afterwards,  Mr  Harold 
said:  “The  Prince  did  not 
remember  me  of  course  and  l 
only  remember  him  because 
we  both  had  big  ears  and 


Til  be  home  late, 
darling.  Tm  just 
having  a  drink  with 
an  old  school  friend ” 


because  he  was  obviously  well 
known  there.” 

He  had  told  the  Prince,  who 
was  visiting  the  London  head¬ 
quarters  of  The  Big  Issue,  that 
selling  the  magazine  had 
brought  discipline  back  into 
his  life.  “It  gives  people  a 
purpose." 

The  Prince  replied:  “As  long 
as  you’re  all  right,  that’s  the 
main  thing.”  As  they  parted, 
the  Prince  clapped  him  on  the 
back  and  said:  “Well  done". 

Wrapped  up  in  his  black 
greatcoat  over  a  leather  jacket 
Mr  Harold  produced  his 
Father  Christmas  iwti.  which 
he  wears  to  sell  the  magazine, 
and  offered  it  to  the  Prince, 
who  declined  with  as  much 
grace  as  he  could  muster. 

Mr  Harold  said  later 
"When  I  was  five  I  lived  in  a 
mansion.  My  father  was  well- 
known  and  had  lots  of  influen¬ 
tial  friends. 

"It  is  a  long  time  ago  and  1 
cannot  really  remember  if  1 
was  very  friendly  with  the 
Prince.  I  said:  This  is  a  bit  like 
The  Goon  Show.  Things  went 
wrong  with  my  life.  I  told  him: 
‘I  have  made  a  few  mistakes', 

“After  leaving  Hill  House.  I 
told  him  I  went  on  to  MiJIfield 
public  school  while  he  went  to 
Gordonstourt. 

“Alter  college.  I  became  a 
journalist  and  was  writing 


showbiz  pages  on  It  Oman's 
Own  and  other  women’s  mag¬ 
azines.  1  wrote  a  book  called 
The  Uninvited.  which  went  to 
number  eight  in  the  best-seller 
lists.  1  still  carry  a  copy  of  it 
around  with  me.  It  is  a  sort  of 
security  blanket.  Everything 


was  going  so  well  in  my 
career.  I  was  speaking  with 
srars  like  Sylvester  Stallone 
and  l  went  to  New  York  and 
Hollywood. 

T  sold  the  film  rights  to  my 
hook  in  HoIIvwchxI  but  noth- 
Continued  on  page  x  col  fa 
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England  get 
Romania  in 
World  Cup 

ENGLAND  are  in  one  of 
the  easier  pools  after  last 
night’s  1998  Worid  Cup 
draw  in  Marseilles.  They 
meet  the  seeded  Romania, 
and  Tunisia  and  Colombia, 
with  the  top  two  qualifying 
for  the  knock-out  stage 
(John  Goodbody  writes). 

Scotland  have  to  play 
Brazil  four  times  winners  of 
the  32-nation  tournament,  in 
the  opening  match  in  Paris 
on  June  IQ.  They  also  meet 
Morocco  and  Norway. 

Glenn  Hoddle.  England’s 
coach,  said:  “The  draw 
could  have  been  a  tot  worse 

but  it  also  could  have  been  a 

bit  easier.  AH  in  all  w  are 
not  too  disappointed." 

Hie  draw,  pages  50. 51,  54 


Right  Hons  to  join  queue 


By  Polly  Newton,  political  reporter 


FORMER  Cabinet  ministers, 
forced  to  accept  life  without 
the  trappings  of  power,  are 
faring  another  cruel  blow. 
After  saying  goodbye  to  their 
drivers,  their  red  boxes  and  a 
hefty  portion  of  their  salaries, 
they  are  threatened  with  the 
loss  of  their  traditional  prece¬ 
dence  in  Commons  debates. 

A  committee  of  MPs  is  set  to 
recommend  that  members  of 
the  Privy  Council  —  who  are 
entided  to  call  themselves 
Right  Honourable  —  should 
no  longer  be  allowed  to  speak 
ahead  of  their  colleagues. 

That  would  leave 
backbench  political  heavy¬ 
weights  such  as  Michael 
Hesdtine,  Kenneth  Clarke 
and  even  Sir  Edward  Heath 
having  to  wait  their  turn 
alongside  relative  unknowns 
from  the  1997  Tory  intake.  The 


prospect  is  even  more  alarm¬ 
ing  for  Labour  Privy  Counsel¬ 
lors  such  as  Tony  Berm  and 
Gerald  Kaufman,  who  would 
find  themselves  competing  on 
equal  terms  with  the  swollen 
ranks  of  their  party’s 
backbenchers. 

However,  it  will  delight  the 
vast  majority  of  MPs.  who  are 
outside  the  Privy  Council  and 
are  therefore  known  as  merely 
“Honourable  Members*. 
Many  have  rat  for  hours  in  the 
chamber  with  contributions 
prepared,  watching  the  clock 
tick  by  as  the  time  allocated  for 
a  debate  is  eaten  up  by  one  ex¬ 
office  holder  after  another. 

All  current  and  former  Cab¬ 
inet  ministers  are  life  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Privy  Council, 
which  was  created  more  than 
500  years  ago  to  advise  rhe 
sovereign  but  has  now  lost 


most  of  its  functions  to  govern¬ 
ment  departments. 

Membership,  seen  as  an 
honour  and  demands  little  in 
the  way  o?  duties  from  most  of 
those  who  belong,  is  also 
bestowed  on  some  senior  Min¬ 
isters  of  State.  Backbenchers 
with  a  distinguished  record 
who  have  never  been  minis¬ 
ters  may  be  appointed  Privy 
Counsellors,  bur  wily  rarely 

The  recommendation  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  from  the  Com¬ 
mons  modernisation 
committee  in  the  new  year.  If 
has  found  support  among 
both  Conservative  and  labour 
members  of  the  committee  as 
well  as  from  the  Libera!  Dem¬ 
ocrats;  but  would  have  to  be 
put  to  a  vote  of  the  whole 
House. 

Parliament,  pages  14  &  15 


Halifax  raises 
the  cost  of 
mortgages 

THE  Halifax  yesterday  de¬ 
livered  a  bitter  pre-Chrisr- 
mas  blow  to  its  25  million 
borrowers,  raising  its  mort¬ 
gage  rate  from  8.45  to  8.7 
per  cent  (Janet  Bush  writes). 

The  news  meant  that  re¬ 
lief  after  the  Bank  of  En¬ 
gland’s  derision  earlier  in 
the  day  to  leave  base  rates 
unchanged  was  shortlived. 
Hie  Halifax  said  its  move 
was  a  response  to  (he  Bank's 
increase  last  month. 

A  Halifax  customer  with 
an  average  £60.000  variable 
rate  mortgage  will  pay  al¬ 
most  £12  more  a  month.  But 
borrowers  whose  payments 
are  recalculated  annually 
will  pay  as  much  as  £100 
more  a  month  from  April. 

Rate  lifted,  page  29 
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Night  and  Day 
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Tiffany  &  Co. 
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Herd  instinct  drives  new  farm  labourers  to 


Lawrence  Quinn,  MP, 
represents  Scarborough 
and  Whitby.  As  you 
would  expect  in  a  Member 
from  a  North  Yorkshire  seat 
he  is  worried  about  the  liveli¬ 
hoods  of  farmers.  “Farmers  in 

my  constituency  ..."  he 
began,  explaining  anxieties  to 
Jack  Cunningham,  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister.  Nothing 
odd  there. 

No,  what  makes  us  blink  is 
that  Mr  Quinn  is  a  Labour 
MP.  Nat  for  30  years  has  it 
been  common  for  a  farming 
constituency  to  return  a  Lab¬ 
our  Member,  but  it  is  now.  To 


hear  the  axe-faced  Gordon 
Prentice  (Labour.  PendleJ. 
who  looks  and  sounds  like  a 
Marxist  polytechnic  lecturer 
weaned  on  class  war.  recite 
figures  for  net  incomes  on  hill 
land  is  disorientating. 

Representing  farmers  has 
the  same  effect  on  a  Labour 
politician  as  on  a  Conserva¬ 
tive  or  Liberal  Democrat  The 
IMP  foils  prey  to  a  sort  of 
incontinence  in  expression  of 

woe.  Every  problem  is  catas¬ 
trophe.  all  sunshine  drought 
every  shower  a  flood.  At 
National  Farmers*  Union 
meetings  in  my  constituency. 


I  used  to  smile  at  the  irony: 
hardened,  wind-tanned,  frost¬ 
bitten  sons  of  the  soil  — 
models,  surely,  of  stoical  un¬ 
derstatement?  —  seem  to  flap 
at  every  breeze.  Their  urban 
cousins  bite  the  lip. 

While  1  was  an  MP.  ship- 
budding  in  the  North  East 
was  virtually  wiped  out; 
whole  communities  found 
their  lives  destroyed,  their 
future  blanked.  Around  the 
same  time,  a  Common  Mar¬ 
ket  milk  quota  scheme  was 
brought  in.  regularising  and 
in  some  cases  limiting  the 
quantity  of  milk  the  Milk 


Marketing  Board  would  buy 
from  each  dairy  fanner.  This 
affected  some  form  incomes. 
The  volume  of  noise  from  the 
farms  vastly  exceeded  that 
from  the  shipyards. 

Gnashing  of  teeth.  wOd 
prophecies,  threats  and  im¬ 
precations,  almost  drowned 
out  die  dignified  expressions 
of  despair  from  the 
shipworkers.  Rural  market 


towns  generated  more  foss  in 
a  month  than  the  .whole  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  in  a 
decade. 

Perhaps  we  should  not  have 
been  surprised.  European  Ag¬ 
riculture  Is  tire  last  sector  of 
industry  stiU  run  on  Commu¬ 
nist  principles,  and  (along 
with  other  parts  of  the  public 
sector,  such  as  doctors  and 
dons)  formers  have  learned 


from  long  experience  of  total 
dependency  upon  politidaiis 
for  their  incomes.  .  .  " 

So  it  becomes  necessary  ftfr 
observers  to  pass  these  out¬ 
pourings  of  unbridled  alarm- 
through  a  verbal  filter,  scaling, 
each,  adjective  down  about 
seven  pegs  on.  the  rack  of ' 
human  suffering. 

Jack  Cunningham  is  well 
qualified  to  apply  the  filter. 
Languid.  quick-minded, 
poised,  articulate  and  cool  he 
is  one  of  this  Cabinet's  sur¬ 
prise  stars.  To  hear  Dr  Cun¬ 
ningham  say  "dorsal  root 
ganglia”  is  one  of  the  unex- 


•  petted  pleasures  of  1997.  Ho 
w33  have  needed  his  adjecti¬ 
val  filter  yesterday.  It  wasn’t 
just  the  Labour  MPS  who 
'were  upset. 

John  Green  way  (C, 
Ryedale)  catted  this  "an  un¬ 
precedented  crisis".  Farmers 
hsd-%vTr  been  so  angry” 
James  Gray  (C,  N  Wilts)  said  ' 
formers  were  dose  to  despera¬ 
tion.  To  Tom  King  (C, 
Bridgwater)  the  formers' 
plight  was  the  worst  in  a 
quarter  century.  Nicholas 
Winterton  (C,  Macdesfidd) 
said  it  was  tire  worst  for  150 
years.  David  Prior  (C.  N 


Norfolk)  thought  tire,  scale  of 
their  problems  exceeded  ty 
nothing  birt  the  arrogance  of 
ministers.  Even  tire  rational 

David  Curry  (C  Skjj*on  & 
Rippon)  described  exports  as 
“dropping  like  a- AMT.  The 
liberal  Democrat  Paul  Tyler 
(Cornwall  NkwtMjseaE3fcss% 
is  such  ,  dm  thesedayshe  is 
heard  almost  as  Printipai 
Opposition  Spokesman, 

called  ministers  to  action. 

Join  me.  reader,  m  sealing 
down  this  language  as  appro¬ 
priate.  You  should  stiQ  con¬ 
clude  that  fanners  are  in 
serious  trouble. 


Prisoners  lose 
freedom  to  talk 
to  journalists 


By  Frances  Gibb 

LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 

FRESH  curbs  on  the  freedom 
of  prisoners  to  talk  to  journal¬ 
ists  were  imposed  by  the  Court 
of  Appeal  yesterday  when  it 
rejected  a  ruling  that  such 
curbs  were  in  breach  of  their 
right  to  free  speech. 

In  a  judgment  which  deals  a 
blow  to  investigative  journal¬ 
ism.  Lord  Justice  Kennedy 
said:  "The  loss  of  that  ‘right’,  if 
it  can  properly  be  so 
described,  is  part  and  parcel  of 
a  sentence  of  imprisonment. 

“He  can  no  longer  go  where 
he  wishes.  He  is  confined.  He 
can  no  longer  speak  to  those 
outside  prison  or  receive  visits 
from  anyone  other  titan  his 
lawyer  and  his  relatives  and 
friends." 

The  judgment  reverses  the 
ruling  of  December  1996  won 


by  rwo  prisoners  who  are 
serving  life  sentences  for  mur¬ 
ders  they  say  they  never 
committed.  Ian  Simms,  con¬ 
victed  at  Liverpool  Crown 
Court  in  19S9  of  the  murder  of 
Helen  McCourt,  was  being 
visited  at  Full  Sutton  jail  by  a 
journalist.  Bob  Woffinden. 
who  wrote  articles  about  his 
concern  that  he  had  been 
wrongly  convicted. 

Michael  O'Brien,  convicted 
at  Cardiff  Crown  Court  in  1988 
of  murder  and  robbery,  con¬ 
tacted  Karen  Voisey  of  BBC 
Wales,  who  visited  him  at 
Long  Lartin  jail  in  1995.  The 
prison  authorities  said  the 
journalists  must  sign  an  un¬ 
dertaking  that  any  material 
obtained  would  not  be  used  for 
professional  purposes.  When 
each  refused  to  sign,  further 
visits  were  not  allowed. 

Mr  Justice  Latham,  a  High 


Bob  Woffinden.  left  interviewed  Ian  Simms  abont 
concerns  that  his  murder  conviction  was  unsafe 


Court  judge,  found  in  favour 
of  the  prisoners  last  year,, 
saying  that  the  law  demanded 
that  the  dvil  rights  of  an 
inmate  should  suffer  only 
minimum  interference.  He 
said  the  restriction  on  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  media  was  "a 
restriction  on  the  right  of  free 
speech”. 

Mr  Woffinden,  who  has 
produced  documentaries  for 
Yorkshire  TV  and  is  author  of 
Hanmtty  —  the  Final  Verdict, 
said  the  ruling  placed  "a  very 
unfair  restriction  an  prisoners 
and  an  absurd  restriction  on 
journalists.  Miscarriages  of 
justice  will  continue;  and  it 
will  not  be  satisfactory  for 
prisoners  to  converse  in  writ¬ 
ing  because  they  are  often 
reluctant  to  put  down  all  the 
details  on  paper.” 

Adrian  Clarke,  solicitor  for 
the  prisoners,  said  an  appeal 
to  the  House  of  Lords  was 
likely.  He  said  that  the  restric¬ 
tion  could  creare  a  situation 
where  wrongful  convictions 
such  as  that  of  David  Evans  — 
the  man  released  after  serving 
25  years  for  murder  this  week 
— would  be  hard  to  correct 

Paul  Cavadino,  principal 
officer  for  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  for  the  Care  and  Reset¬ 
tlement  of  Offenders,  said: 
"Unless  a  ’  journalist  has 
abused  visits,  it  cannot  be 
right  to  bar  diem  from  visiting 
a  prisoner  and  using  informa¬ 
tion  in.  the  course  of  serious 
journalism  about  the  criminal 
justice  and  penal  process." 


Tessa  JoweH  with  Bernard  Kouchner,  the  French  Health  Minister,  yesterday 

Tobacco  ban  under  a  cloud 


From  Charles  Bremnek 

IN  BRUSSELS 

THE  prospects  of  an  EU  Aside 
ban  on  tobacco  advertising 
hung  in.the  balance  last  night 
as  stoles'  wrangled  over  a 
compromise  that  would  give 
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Britain  an  ri^iFyear  breath¬ 
ing  space  for  the  sponsorship 
of  Formula  One  motor  racing. 

The  ElTs  complex  voting 
arrangements  meant  that 
even  if  Boon’s  demands 
were  met,  theELTs  eight-year¬ 
long  campaign  to  outlaw  all 
forms  of  tobacco  advertising 
could  collapse  because  of 
opposition  from  a  minority 
led  by  Germany. 

After  a  day  of  negotiation 
that  featured  a  surprise  move 
against  Britain  by  Spam, 
Tessa  Jowdl,  the  Health  Min¬ 
ister.  was  holding  out  for  a 
nine-year  exemption  for 
weaning  sport  off  tobacco 
money.  The  period  was 
deemed  too  long  by  Italy, 
Greece.  Belgimnand  Finland. 
Pleading  for  time;  Mrs  Jowell 
pointed  out  that  motor  racing 
depended  on  $100  million  of 
tobacco  sponsorship  per  year. 

A  majority  of  states  backed 
a  compromise,  presented  by 
Luxembourg,  holder  of  the 
ELI  presidency,  that  offered  a 


temporary  exemption  of  eight 
years  for  the  tobacco  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  recognised  world 
"events”,  which  could  indude 
Formula  One. 

Hope  for  a  quick  compro¬ 
mise  collapsed  early  yester¬ 
day  when  Jose-MauueL 
Romay.  the  Spanish  minister, 
upset  the  voting  equation  by 
abandoning  Madrid’s  sup¬ 
port  for  the  advertising  ban. 
"For  political  reasons,'*  he 
said.  Spain  could  not  tolerate 
a  special  case  being  crafted  to 
suit  British  desires  while  Ger¬ 
many’s  would  be  overriden  by 
a  majority  vote  for  the  ban. 

Under  the  draft,  member 
states  would  have  two  years  to 
ban  media  and  public  adver¬ 
tising,  plus  two  years  to  phase 
out  tobacco  sponsorship.  Gov¬ 
ernments  would  be  allowed  to 
designate  special  cases  for  a 
further  four-year  exemption 
provided  these  were  events  of 
international  significance  that 
already  received  tobacco 
money. 


sister-m 
tried  to 


By  A  Correspondent 


THE  Prime  Minister^  sister- 
in-law  Lauren  Booth  has 
described  how  she  tried  to  date 
the  "cold,  steely-eyed  Lothar¬ 
io"  Alan  Clark,  the  Tory  MP 
and  former  Cabinet  Minister. 

But  after  'making  the  at¬ 
tempt,  she  said  felt  like  a  child 
who  had  .focdishly  poked  a 
stick  at  a  caged  panther,  Ms 
Booth.  28.  rays  in  TheSpectd- 
tor  magazine. 

The  former  model  recalled 
how  she  tried  to  date  Mr  Clark 
at  the  recent  Spectator  parlia¬ 
mentary  awards,  ceremony. 
“My  reputation  as  a  Valkyrie- 
like  goddess  (encouraged  by 
bored  journalists  with  col¬ 
umns  to  fill)  was  at  stake  as  I 
met  dial  add,  steely-eyed  Lo¬ 
thario,  Alan  Clark,”  she  wrote. 

"To  leave  the  awards;  not 
having  been  asked  out  by  him 
would,  I  was  assured,  be  seen 
as  ‘a  sure  sign  you're  a 
woofer*. 

"Determinedly,  l  walked 
over  to  him  arid,  smiling  as 
demurely  as  1  dared,  an¬ 
nounced:  ‘It  wouldn't  be  good 
form  for  either  of  us  to  leave 
here  without  having  arranged 
an  innocent  lunch  together'. 

“Time  may  indeed  have 
crumpled  those  aquiline  fear 
tures,  but  as  he  turned  his  foil 
and  vaguely  amused  attention, 
an  me.  I  suddenly  felt  like  a 
child  that  had  foolishly  poked 
a  stick  at  a  caged  panther. 

"He  gave  me  a  cool,  brazen 
appraisal:  *My  dear,  1  was 
going  to  ask  you  anyway.*  he 


Alan  Clark  is  described  as  a  “steriy-eyed  Lothario” 
in  an  article  by  Lauren  Booth,  Chiexie  Blair's  sister 
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Beginning 
of  the  end 
for  council 
tendering 

By  Pouar  Newton 
POLITICAL  REPORTER 


THE  Government  took  the 
first  step  yesterday  towards 
scrapping  rules  that  require 
councils  to  offer  service  con¬ 
tracts  to  the  private  sector. 

Hilary  Armstrong,  the 
Local  Government  Minister, 
named  35  areas  where  coun¬ 
cils  will  be  partly  exempted 
from  oompulkny  competitive 
tendering  introduced  by  die 
Conservatives.  Administrative 
work  carried  out  by  two  police 
authorities,  Cleveland  and 
Greater  Manchester,  will  also 
be  included  in  the  change, 
which  begins  next  April. 

A  trial  system.  Best  Value, 
aims  to  encourage  local  au¬ 
thorities  to  provide  quality 
services  as  efficiently  as  pos¬ 
sible,  but  without  fear  of  being 
undercut  by  a  private  com¬ 
pany  offering  a  lower  stan¬ 
dard.  Councils  will  be 
expected  to  consult  local  tax¬ 
payers  before  striking  a  bal¬ 
ance  between  cost  and  quality. 

Ms  Armstrong  said  that 
authorities  must  not  assume 
that  they  could  keep  all  their 
contracts  in-house  regardless 
of  cost  At  a  conference 
organised  by  the  Local  Gov¬ 
ernment  Association,  she  said 
that  support  for  local  govern¬ 
ment  could  decline,  and  coun¬ 
cils  could  find  themselves 
under  threat  of  abolition  fry  a 
future  government 

Legislation  is  necessary  to 
wholly  to  exempt  councils 
from  CCT. 


Church  sets  out 
to  reclaim  2000 


By  Ruth  Gledhill,  religion  correspondent 


AS  FLANS  gather  pace  for  the 
millennium  celebrations  vig¬ 
orous  attempts  to  reclaim  the 
event  for  Christianity  are  un¬ 
derway  in  the  nation's 
churches.  A  logo  has  been 
designed,  candles  are  being 
made,  a  special  service  written 
and  new  songs  in  an  attempt 
to  link  the  secular  festivities 
with  the  date's  religious 
provenance. 

A  team  appointed  by  the 
Archbishops  of.  Canterbury 
and  York,  Dr  George  Carey 
and  Dr  David  Hope,  is  tour¬ 
ing  the  country  with  the 
“MiDenniura  Roadshow”  urg¬ 
ing  clergy  and  churchgoers 
nationwide  to  use  the  occasion 
to  proselytise. 

“Two  thousand  is  just  a 
number  with  no  content,  no 
meaning,  no  significance,  un¬ 
less  people  are  prepared  to 
make  Some  reference  to  Jesus 
of  Nazareth."  said  the  Rev 
Stephen  lynas.  Archbishops' 
officer  for  the  millennium, 
yesterday. 

Addressing  an  audience  of 
clergy  and  laity  at  the  road¬ 
show,  in  London  for  die  day, 
Mr  Lynas  said:  “The  millenni¬ 
um  is  but  two  years  and  three 
weeks  away.  Yet  one  of  die 
things  we  have  yet  to  grasp  is 
the  question  of  whose  millen¬ 
nium  is  it.” 

Even  though  the  millenni¬ 
um  was  essentially  marking 
die  2000th  birthday  of  Jesus 
Christ,  both  churches  and  the 


public  .were  failing  to  make 
this  link  at  present,  he  said. 

“Here  in  the  capital,  there  is 
a  great  expectation  about  par¬ 
tying,  and  a  lot,  of  rude 
comment  about  the  Dame.  Bur 
people  don't  really  know  what 
the  millennium  is  about  We 
have  to  remind  people  that  it 
means  something.” 

He  urged  a  return  to  the 
Latin,'  anno  domini,  "foe  year 
of  our  Lord”. . 

Mr  Lynas  said:  “We  must 
daira  the  year  for  ourselves. 
We  actually  have  to  saya,  this 
belongs  to  us.  The  churches* 
task  tor  the'  millennium  is  to 
forge  a  link  in  people's  minds 
between  the  year  2000  and  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ." 

He  was  speaking  just  days 
after  fteter  Mandelson  told 
Parliament  that  the  New  Mil¬ 
lennium  Experience  company 
had  been  told  to  concentrate 
on  “spiritual  renewal”  Mr 
Manridsan.  in  a  written  reply 
to  a  question,  said  the  role 
Christianity  had  played  "in 
shaping  thus  country  and  die 

rest  of  the  world  over  the  past 
2000  years” :  would  be 
.emphasised. 

But  the  experience  would 
also  reflect  foe  multi-faith 
nature  of  British  society.  ‘ 

The  churches'  millennium 
roadshow,  organised  by  die 
ecumenical  body,  Oturches 
Together  in  England,  will  use 
a  straightforward  logo,  with 
the  words  “New  Starr. 


Mandelson 
fails  in 
nutrition 
intervention 

By  Jnx  SHERMAN  ■ 
CHIEF  POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT 

PETER  MANDELSON  has 
foiled  in  his  attempt  to  inter¬ 
vene  over  the  rote  of  the  Food 
Standards  Agency,  the  new 
food  safety  watchdog. 

The  White  P!q>er  on  the 
agency,  which  has  now  been 
postponed  till  January.  wH 
confirm  that  the  responsiblfty 
for  nutritional  standards  will 
move  from  the  Health.  Depart¬ 
ment  to  the  agency. 

But  Mr  .Mandelsaru  foe 
Minister  without  Portfolio, 
had  been  pressing  for  nutri- - 
don  to  stay  at  Health,  suggest¬ 
ing  that  the  agency  should 
confine  itself  to  food  safety. 

Professor  Philip  James,  foe 
scientist  who  is  to  head  die 
agency,  has  argued  that  the 
new  body  should ;  advise-  on 
policy  on  nutrition.  Ofoers  on 
foe  Cabinet  wbKxnnmittee  on 
the  agency,  chaired  by  David 
Clark  are  said  to  have  agreed. 

A  draft  White  Paper  Was 
circulated  last  month  assuxn- 
mg  that  this  would  be  foexase. 
But  Mr  Mandelson  inter¬ 
vened  at  the  last  moment  - 

Whitehall  sources  suspect 
that  his  request  was  linked  to 
food  industry  fears  that  the 
agency  would  take  a  .tough 
line-  on  nutritional '  labelling 
which  could  affect  sates-  Mr 
Mandelsbn'  has  vehemently 
denied  that  he  has  come  under 
any  pressure.  ; 


Thank  goodness  for 
il"Ms  Booth  wrote  also  of 
the  “bizarre  changes"  to  her. 
way  of  life  since  May  1. 

“To  witness  a  historic  mo- , 
mentcan  have  peculiar  reper- 
aisskHis-  That  moment  for  me 
was  realised  as  I  watched  my 
charming,  Mamute-sand- 
wich-making  brother-in-law 
change  before  my  eyes  at  his : 
Sedgefieid  constituency  count 
into  ’our  leader*.” 

'  Ms  Booth  said  Mr  Blair  was 
"warmer  than  Kit  the  Youn¬ 
ger,  more  flamboyant  than 
Disraeli,  and  more  youthful 
than  Lloyd  George". 

"The  Czech  overthrow  of 
Soviet  tyranny  was  called  the 
Velvet  Revolution.  This  was 
just  as  momentous:  foe 
Versace  Revolution." 

Ms  Booth  also  had  some 
bad  words  for  Humphrey  the 
former  Downing  Street  caL 
She  said:  "Our  paths  crossed 
cme  afternoon  in  die  Downing 
Street  lobby.  He  looked  a  hit 
ragged.Moreover  he  had  the 
arrogance  of  a  very  senior  crwl 
servant — the  cat  wasnTcalled 
Humphrey  for  nothing. 

"Indeed,  he  gave  me  such  a 
withering  look  of  contempt 
that  I  snail  never  forget  him. 
Nor  mil  1  forger  the  unpleas¬ 
ant  odour  that  followed  him 
about"  ; 

She  added:  “I  certainly 
wouldn't  have.Humphrey  liv¬ 
ing  with  me."  . 

Diary,  page  24  - 
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Writer  who  went  to  school  with  Prince  Charles  changed  name  for  career  as  gossip  columnist 


Mystery  man 

who  ended  in 


By  Adrian  Lee,  Adam  Fresco,  Daniel  McGrory  and  Kathryn  Knight 


PICTURES  of  a  fresh-faced 
Prince  Charles  hang  on  the 
panelled  walls  of  Hill  House 
International  School  at  Hans 
Crescent,  near  Sloane  Square 
m  Chelsea.  One,  taken  in 
January  1957,  shows  the  eight- 
year-old  Prince  arriving  ner¬ 
vously  for  his  first  day. 

One  face  that  could  not  be 
found  in  a  gallery  of  former 
pupils  was  that  of  Clive  Har¬ 
old.  Mr  Harold  told  the  Prince 
yesterday  that  he  had  taunted 
him  about  his  big  ears  and 
they  had  swapped  sweets  as 
young  pupils  at  Hill  House. 
He  recalled  how  they  tramped 
through  the  streets  of  Chelsea 
to  play  football. 

The  Prince,  visiting  the  Big 
:  Issue  office  in  London,  dearly 
could  nor  remember  him.  and 
the  school  will  find  no  record 
of  Clive  Harold  having  attend¬ 
ed.  Nor  does  St  Catherine’s 
House  have  a  birth  certificate 
for  him. 

Indeed,  shortly  after  the 
Prince  and  Mr  Harold  parted, 
officials  from  St  James's  Pal¬ 
ace  were  on  the  case,  ringing 
MHllield  School  where  Mr 
Harold  stud  he  went  after 
spending  two  years  streamed 
with  the  Prince. 

Bany  Hobson.  Millfield'S 
archivist,  confirmed  he  had 
received  a  call  from  St  James's 
Palace.  “I  spent  several  hours 
going  through  every  record  we 
have  but  I  could  find  no  trace 
of  a  pupil  called  Clive  Harold. 
When  I  called  the  Palace  bade 
and  told  them  we  had  no 
records  they  seemed  grateful 
for  the  information." 

The  answer  appears  to  lie  in 
the  nom  de  plume  Mr  Harold 
adopted  for  his  career  as  a 
journalist  and  writer.  He  is 
believed  to  have  been  born  in 
Bristol  in  I94S  under  the  name 
of  Clive  H-Stutter.  At  Millfidd 
they  have  a  record  of  a  Clive 
Stutter.  It  is  understood  the 
two  met  when  Prince  Charles 
joined  Hill  House  in  January 
19S7. 

One  major  discrepancy  in 


Mr  Harold's  story  is  that  he 
met  the  Prince  when  he  was 
five  years  old.  He  also  claims 
Co  have  been  in  the  same 
stream  as  the  young  Charles 
for  two  years.  However,  foe 
Prince  did  not  go  to  Hill 
House  until  he  was  eight,  in 
January  1957.  and  only  stayed 
for  two  terms.  In  October  1957 
he  moved  to  Cheam  school  in 
Berkshire. 

While  Charles  was  being 
groomed  as  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  Mr  Harold  said  be 
became  a  journalist,  working 
for  Women's  Own ,  the  Eve¬ 
ning  Standard  and  The  Sun. 
He  claims  to  be  the  first 
journalist  to  interview  foe  film 


‘KiSSTOSHSTRSIE. 
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Mr  Harold's  book 
became  a  best-seller 

actor  Sylvester  Stallone,  to 
have  written  a  gossip  column 
for  Women's  Own.  and  to  have 
travelled  to  New  York  and 
Hollywood  to  interview  the 
rich  and  famous. 

During  foe  late  1970s  and 
the  early  1980s.  when  the 
Prince  became  engaged  to 
Diana  Spencer.  Mr  Harold 
was  working  in  Los  Angeles  as 
a  showbusiness  writer,  inter¬ 
viewing  stars  for  magazines 
and  newspapers.  In  1979  he 
conducted  an  interview  for  the 
T he  Sun  with  the  actor  Lee 
Marvin  about  his  life  as  a  hell- 
raiser. 

According,  to  one. colleague, 
he  was  something  of  a 


hellraiser  himself*"  He  had  a 
delightful  wife  railed  Lindy 
and  she  was  right  for  him 
because  she  treated  him  like  a 
child.  He.  was  a  sftawbiz 
groupie  and  he  often  dressed 
better  than  the  people  he  was 
interviewing,  with  lots  of  gold 
and  leather  jackets.” 

Mr  Harbld  is  believed  to 
have  married  twice,  having 
Joby  by  his  first  marriage 
before  marrying  a  woman 
called  Eva. 

.  David  Dorman,  editor  in 
'  chief  of  Woman.  Woman’s 
Own  and  Now  magazine,  was 
deputy  features  editor  in  1962 
when  Mr  Harold  worked 
there  between  1981  and  1983. 
He  said:  “I  don’t  think  even  he 
would  pretend  he  was  the  best 
journalist  in  the  world.  He 
attempted  to  write  a  gossip 
column  for  Woman's  Own 
without  every  worrying  about 
deadlines. 

"He  dressed  the  part  and 
looked  the  part  of  a  gossip 
columnist,  always  looking 
smart  and  foe  women  fell  for 
it.  They  loved  him  and  fre¬ 
quently  rang  foe  office  for 
him.  He  was  always  someone 
who  could  have  ended  up 
running  the  Daily  Mirror  as 
easily  as  selling  foe  Big  Issue." 

As  well  as  reporting,  Mr 
Harold  also  wrote  a  book 
about  encounters  with  extra 
terrestrials  called  The  Unin¬ 
vited  in  1979.  which  got  to 
number  eight  in  best  seller  list 
He  said:  “I  sold  the  film  rights 
to  my  book  in  Hollywood  but 
nothing  came  of  it.” 

According  to  Mr  Harold 
yesterday,  his  downfall  began 
10  years  ago  when  his  second 
marriage  Med.  "While  things 
were  going  well  in  my  career, 
my  private  life  was  Ming 
apart  I  realised  that  I  had  not 
given  enough  time  id  my 
family  and  mends.  I  suppose 
the  booze  got  me  in  the  end.  I 
lost  my  house  and  one  day  1 
woke  up  in  a  shop  doorway  in 
the  Strand. hiuj  .lost, 
everything.” 


Prime  Charles,  below,  arriving  at  H31  House  school  and,  above  second  left,  playing  football  in  Chelsea  watched  by  members  of  foe  Royal  Family 


Prince  and  the  pauper 


Continued  from  page  1 
irig  came  of  it.  While  things 
were  going  well  in  my  career, 
my  private  life  was  falling 
.  apart  1  realised  that  I  bad  not 
given  enough  time  to  my. 

family  and  friends. 

“I  suppose  the  booze  got  me 
in  the  end 

“I  have  been  married  twice 
and  it  was  when  my  second 
marriage  Med  that  things 
realty  fell  apart  I  lost  my 
house  and  one  day  I  woke  np 
in  a  shop  doorway  In  the 
Strand.  I  had  lost  everything.” 

He  said  that  over  foe  next 
tea  years  he  fpugta  hard  to  try 
to  pull  himself  together,  with 


•  vaiyrng^Qces^  ,  ,,  ,u 

“I  have  joined  a  writing 


class  here  and  teach  others  to 
.  do  what  I  should  be  doing." 

John  Bird^TAe  Big  Issue 
founder. '  said  later.  The 
Prince  fold  me  as  he  left:  ‘It . 
just  shows  you,  doesn’t  itT 
This  meeting  illustrates 
that  anyone  can  find  them- 
sdves  on  the  streets,  no  matter 
what  start  they  had  in  fife." 

Fellow  vendors  and  staff  at 
The  Big  Issue  had  only  learnt 
of  Mr  Harold's  privileged 
background  ,  as  the  son  of  "a 
well-known  city  mfllionadre 
financier"  minutes  before  the4 
Prince's  .arrival;'  *' 

Jason  Searie,  the  senior 
’  sales  '  manager,  said:  “I 
laughed  Rod  aid  *yetL^o.did 
F  but; he  insisted  it  was* all 


true.  He  had  just  come  in  to 
pick  up  his  magazines  to  seC 
and  we  asked  for  volunteers 
to  meet  the  Prince”. 

Mr  Harold  was  selective  in 
the  autobiographical  infor¬ 
mation  he  was  prepared  to 
divulge  about  himself  until  he 
accepted  a  lucrative  offer 
from  a  tabloid  newspaper. 

Last  night  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Henry  Townend,  foe 
headmaster  of  Hill  House, 
said  he  could  not  remember 
Mr  Harold  and  Mfilfield 
School-had  no  record  either. 

■  However-  journalist  col¬ 
leagues  thought  Harold  was  a 
nom  de  plume  he  adopted  in 

-  laupyrearsafter  beginning 
as  Cfive-Stutter.  —  .  •- 


...  and  a  rich  man  returns  to  rags 


^  By  Richard  Duce 

A  DOWN-AND-OUT  res¬ 
cued  from  foe  streets  of 
London  by  a  wealthy  German 
woman  has  returned  to  Brit¬ 
ain  to  highlight  the  plight  of 
the  homeless. 

Steven  Smith  and.  Haiuie- 
lore  Gais  fell  in  love  more 
than  13  years  ago  before  she 
realised  that  he  was  a  drug 
addict  and  sleeping  rough. 
Undeterred,  she  introduced 
him  to  herjamfly  in  Munich, 
where  the  couple  married  and 
now  five  in  a  £200,000  house. 
He  kicked  his  drug  habit  and 
embarked  on  a  successful 
i  jeareer  in  property. 

'  Mr  Smith.  51  has  returned 
to  Leeds,  where  in  foe  1980s 
he  also  slept  rough,  and 
hopes  to  organises  march  to 
London  fry  foe  homeless  to 
lobty  Parliament.  To  get 
publicity  for  his  cause  he  will 
again  sleep  rough  for  two 


Steven  Smith,  now  wealthy,  and  his  wife  Hanndore 


weeks,  his  only  currency  a 
phonecard  to  contact  home  to 
Munich. 

Earlier  this  week  he  shed 
his  designer  dothes  in  a 
lavatory  at  Leeds  station,  to 
bed  down  on  a  camping  mat 
in  freezing  temperatures. 
Minutes  after  the  change  he 
admitted  he  already  fdt  dif¬ 


ferent  "No  one  looks  at  you 
when  you  are  a  tramp  —  you 
became  a  nobody.” 

He  added  yesterday:  "I 
believe  I  have  to  give  some¬ 
thing  bade  to  foe  -life  I  once 
lived.  It  win  remind  me  of 
how  lucky  I  am.  I  bad  been 
living  a  life  of  destruction  for 
five  years  and  would  have 


continued  to  do  so  if!  had  not 
met  Hanndore.”  . 

His  wife,  42.  said:  "He  Cods 
very  strongly  about  his  past 
and  is  able  to  empathise  with 
people  living  on  the  street  and 
foe  hellhole  lifestyle  they 
have.  I  knew  I  had  to  let  him 
go  back  to  face  old  memories 
and  raise  public  awareness 
about  homdessness." 

Mr  Smith  spotted  bis 
future  wife  in  a  London  pub. 
High  on  amphetamines,  be 
made  an  approach  to  her.  “I 
knew  she  was  spedaL  I  knew 
I  had  to  get  to  know  her  and 
that  is  what  saved  me." 

Mr  Smith  said  he  had  been 
determined  not  to  let 
Hanndore  go.  “A  new  softer 
hdl  was  ringing  in  my  head 
and  I  fdt  there  was  a  fight  at 
the  end  of  the  tunnel.  Some¬ 
how  I  got  myself  admitted  to  a 
psychiatric  ward  and  took 
control  of  my  drug 
addiction." 


Freak  wave  washed 
yachtsman  to  death 


Wife  who  ran  away 
with  boy  walks  free 


By  A  Correspondent 


By  A  Correspondent 


A  MAN  died  when  a  freak 
wave  swept  him  off  a  yacht 
which  his  wife  had  bought 

him  as  a  40th  birthday 
present,  an  mquest  was  told 

^^The^Oft  wave  washed  Paul 
Andree  into  foe  Solent  as  he 
accompany  a  yachting  ex- 

S^the^A^'Sniaiden 

Swag e  to  Dartmouth,  where 
eSSsafcty  eguipiwnf  was  to 
befitted.  Beverley  Andree  told 
the  inquest  ^ at  Portsmouth  that 

conscious;  nan.  She  acwea 

.  that  she- and  Mr.  Arriba 


but  he  did  not  reply.  He  was 
not  wearing  a  lifejacket  or  a 
harness." 

Mr  Andree  was  swept  over¬ 
board  half  a  mile  from  Chich¬ 
ester  harbour.  "He  was 
holding  what  I  assumed  was  a 
harness.  But  it  was  a  main 
sheet  rope.  Them  another  wave 
broke  and  he  was  swept  away. 
1  did  not  see  him  again.” 

Mr  Lander  tried  to  look  for 
him  but  foe  engine  failed.  He 
threw  out  a  marker  buoy  and 
lifebelt  and  signalled  mayday. 

James  Kenroy,  the  East 

Hampshire  Coroner,  recorded 
a  verdict  of  acodental  death. 


loHoMAf,  **  in<*uest 

ignored  sugges- 

wear  a  lifqacket 

■igsss 

f  q^as^rtedtosaflthe 
berth  in  Chkfo-. 
vessa3g*j  Sussex,  to  Dart- 
1  T«id  that  despite 

conditions 
wor¥r*2L  was  not  wearing  a 

£^W^bed,pped 


Andree  was  not  wearing 
harness  or  lifejacket 


A  MARRIED  woman  who 
ran  away  to  America  with  a 
boy  aged  14  admitted  several 
charges  when  she  appeared 
before  a  High  Court  judge  in 
Nottingham  yesterday. . 

The  33-year -old  mother 
'admitted  gross  indecency  with 
the  boy  —  who  was  then  13  — 
between  June  I  and  September 
1  last  year.  She  also  pleaded 
guilty  to  two  charges  of  inde¬ 
cent  assault  and  of  abducting 
a  child. 

Nottingham  Crown  Court 
was  told  die  woman  and  the 
boy  had  had  a  consenting 
sexual  relationship  for  a  year 
before  they  flew  eo  the  United 
States  to  start  a  new  life  They 
were  arrested  by  the  FBI  in 
July  tins  year  after  spending 
ten  days  travelling  in  Florida. 

Mr  Justice  Potts  put  the 
woman  on  probation  for  two 
years  on  each  count,  to  run 
concurrently.  He  said  he  tot* . 
into  account  the  boy's  own 
maturity,  the  punishment  she 
bad  already  endured,  and  the 
effect  a  custodial  sentence 
would  have  on  her  family. 

“I  fuQy  recognise  ...  that 
the  boy  was  a  willing  and 
active  participant  in  what 
went  on.  I  also  proceed  on  the 
basis  that  at  all  times  you  ami 


he,  to  put  it  at  its  lowest,  were 
extremely  fond  of  each  other. 
But  even  these  matters  cannot 
excuse  the  seriousness  of  what 
you  did." 

Although  no  one  would  ever 
be  certain,  the  judge  said  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  boy 
in  question  had  not  suffered 
longterm  barm.  The  boy 
admitted  he  was  not  “screwed 
up  and  does  not  fed  he  has 
been  abused  by  you". 

He  told  the  woman:  "The 
effect  of  what  you  did,  how¬ 
ever,  on  yourself  and  on  your 
own  family  has  been.catastro- 
.  phic.  You  were  held  in  custody 
In  shackles  in  Florida  for  six 
weeks  in  July.  1  lave  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  you  and 
your  husband  suffered  from 
the  attentions  of  foe  media." 

Testimonials  he.  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  members  of  the 
public  had  helped  to  influence 
his  derision.  He  had  also 
a  ftnrhed  great  importance  to  a 
•letter  submitted  by  her  hus¬ 
band.  "It  says  a  great  deal 
about  his  qualities  and  a  grear 

deal  about  yours." 

.  Mr  James  Chadwin,  QC.  for 
the  defence,  said  the  woman 
was  the  victim  of  an  unhappy 
marriage  and  had  felt  vulner¬ 
able  and  unloved. 
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‘Customers  are  very  angiy.  They  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
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Shoppers 

rush  to 
buy  banned 
cuts  of  beef 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


BUTCHERS  were  besieged 
yesterday  by  customers  rush¬ 
ing  to  stock  up  on  ribs  of  beef, 
sirloin,  oxtails  and  T-bone 
steaks  before  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  ban  on  bone-in  cuts 
comes  into  force. 

Supermarkets  said  beef 
sales  generally  were  holding 
up  well  and  reported  little  sign 
of alarm  among  shoppers  over 
the  latest  scientific  warnings 
about  possible  risks  from 
“mad  cow  "disease  in  beef  sold 
on  the  bona 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
was  unable  to  say  exactly 
when  the  ban  would  take 
effect.  Supermarkets  have  al¬ 
ready  voluntarily  withdrawn 
beef  on  the  bone  but  many 
butchers  said  they  would  go 
on  supplying  customers  until 
ordered  to  stop. 

Jack  Cunningham,  the  Min¬ 
ister  of  Agriculture,  said  he 
planned  to  implement  the  ban 
“as  soon  as  possible".  Officials 
said  the  aim  was  to  implement 
the  bon  after  a  week  or  ten 
days  of  consultation. 

Roger  Kelsey,  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Federation  of  Meat  and 
Food  Traders,  which  repre¬ 
sents  10.000  independent 


butchers  in  England  and 
Wales,  said:  "The  ride  from 
beef  bones  is  absolutely  mini¬ 
mal,  as  the  scientists  admit 
We  are  telling  our  members 
that  until  the  ban  becomes 
law.  they  should  go  on  selling 
what  their  customers  want" 

David  Lidgate,  who  runs 
one  of  London's  oldest  butch¬ 
ers  in  Holland  Park  Avenue, 
said:  “We  had  a  tremendous 
run  on  ribs  of  beef  tills 
morning,  with  several  dozen 
snapped  up.  Trade  was  proba¬ 
bly  ten  times  the  normal  rate." 

Gordon  Hepburn,  national 
chairman  of  the  Guild  of  Q 
Butchers,  also  reported  brisk 
demand  for  bone-in  beef  at  his 
shop  in  Mounmessing.  Essex. 
“My  very  first  customer  this 
morning  wanted  three  ribs  of 
beef  and  an  oxtail  and  asked 
me  to  put  aside  another  few 
oxtails  for  the  weekend." 

John  Grabcrwski,  proprietor 
of  F.  Bosworth  Butchers  in 
Lough  ton.  Essex,  said:  “We 
have  had  people  coming  in 
panic-buying.  One  chap 
bought  six  T-bone  steaks  to 
put  in  tiie  freezer.* 

Joe  Collier,  of  Eastwoods 
Butchers  in  Berkhamsted, 


Taking  stock:  pensive  farmers  at  Murton  livestock  centre  near  York  yesterday.  Butchers,  however,  reported  increased  sales  of  bone-in  beef 


Hertfordshire,  said  he  had 
sold  a  week’s  worth  of  ribs  in 
one  day.  “Customers  are  very 
angry.  They  do  nor  believe 
there  is  a  danger  from  organi¬ 
cally  fed.  prime  beef." 

About  S  per  cent  of  beef  is 
eaten  on  the  bone.  Sales  are 
worth  £150  million  a  year, 
with  £70  million  sold  through 
shops  and  £80  million  via 


hotels  and  restaurants. 

Dr  Cunningham  decided  to 
ban  bone-in  cuts  on  advice 
from  the  Spongiform  Enceph¬ 
alopathy  Advisory  Committee 
that  BSE  infectivity  had  been 
found  in  dorsal  root  ganglia, 
nervous  tissue  lying  with  the 
bone  of  the  spinal  column.  The 
research  also  showed  that 
infectivity  might  be  present  in 


bone  marrow  in  cattle  already 
showing  clinical  symptoms  of 
BSE,  though  this  finding  is 
regarded  as  “provisional". 
The  scientists  said  tests  htid 
failed  to  detect  any  infectivity 
in  muscle,  meat  or  blood. 

The  risk  to  the  public  is 
described  as  extremely  small. 
It  is  estimated  tint  next  year 
only  three  out  of  22  million 


cattle  slaughtered  far  human 
consumption  will  be  near 
enough  to  the  end  of  the 
incubation  period  for  BSE  to 
raise  the  possibility  of  infective 
fty  in  their  dorsal  root  ganglia. 
□  Irish  lorry  drivers’  repre¬ 
sentatives  last  night  called  on 
their  members  to  challenge 
blockades  at  ports  in  Britain. 
The  Irish  Road  Haulage  Asso¬ 


ciation  said  drivers  should  not . 
return  to  Ireland  as  they  have 
done  since  Sunday  when  the 
protests  beg  am  Brian  FhrrdL 
its  spokesman.  said  the  4.700 
member  companies  had  lost 
too  much  money  to.  tolerate 
further  Mdckades. 

•  Leading  article  and 
Letters,  page  25 


Chefs  take  stock  as  customers  refuse  to  swallow  scare  stories 


By  Robin  Young 

I  DICED  with  BSE  yesterday  at  a 
cost  of  £50  plus  service.  At  Chez  Nico 
at  Ninety  Park  Lane  in  London's 
Mayfair,  the  management  were 
struggling  with  the  implications  of 
the  Government’s  latest  disclosures 
about  the  connection  between  beef 
bones  and  Creutzfeldt-Jakob  dis¬ 
ease.  the  human  form  of  BSE. 

“The  bouiUon  oxtail  with  red  wine 
and  truffle  essence  is  off."  an¬ 
nounced  Nico  Ladenis,  the  chef- 
proprietor.  consigning  the  lead  item 
on  his  £74-a-heaa  gastronomic  menu 
to  the  dustbin.  “We cannot  serve  that 


with  the  scare  that  is  on  at  the 
moment" 

There  was.  pointed  out  Paul 
Rhodes,  the  chef  de  cuisine,  four 
litres  of  oxtail  stock  for  the  bouillon 
already  prepared.  “Then  I  will  have 
a  big  bowl  myself"  Mr  Ladenis  said, 
suddenly  beaming. 

I  joined  him.  “If  people  order  it 
specifically,  well  and  good,"  Mr 
Ladenis  said.  He  added:  “\Ve  are  not 
so  much  affected  as  some:  Since  1976 
I  have  made  my  basic  brown  sauce 
principally  from  chicken  stock  but 
there  are  some  veal  and  beef  bones 
in  too.  Just  a  few  in  a  very  large  pot 
to  add  a  little  extra  gelatine."  The 


consequence.  Mr  Ladenis  found  on 
analysing  his  menus  with  Chef 
Rhodes  yesterday,  was  til  at  three 
more  dishes  included  in  the  1 1 -course 
gastronomic  menu  might  require 
modification  when  the  government 
ban  on  beef  bones  in  food  prepara¬ 
tion  comes  into  full  force.  AU  but  one 
dish  among  the  meat  and  offal  main 
courses  on  the  restaurant’s  d  la  carte 
menu  would  also  be  affected.  The 
worst  would  be  if  I  had  to  take  off  tiie 
calf's  sweetbreads,"  -  Mr  Ladenis 
lamented.  “That  is  an  absolute 
delight.” 

The  sweetbreads,  like  tiie  pigeon, 
duck  breast,  veal  cutlet  and  to  a  less 


extent  the  saddle  of  lamb,  employed 
sauces  in  which  the  veal  and  beef 
bones  made  a  small  but  significant 
contribution.  The  fillet  of  Scotch 
beef,  though  usually  served  without 
sauce  and  “safely"  off  the  bone, 
could  be  at  risk  if  customers  asked 
for  a  sauce  accompaniment. 

.  Hie  milk-fed  veal  cutlet,  which  I 
chose  as  my  mam  course,  was 
especially  risky  because,  though  of 
Dutch  origin,  it  was  served  on  the 
bone,  and  no  one  could  tell  me  that 
the  calf  from  which  it  originated  was 
less  than  six  months  old  at 
The  usual  killing  age  for  veal  is 
more  like  nine  months  or  just  under 


a  year,"  Mr  Ladenis  said.  "If  beef 
and  veal  fames  cannot  be  used  any 
more,  then  we  wifi  have  to  make  our 
brown  sauce  entirely  with  chicken 
bones  and  reduce  it  further  to  make 
it  stronger.  We  could  get  extra 
gelatine  from  beef  sinew  but  it  is  not 
the  same  as  bones  and  I  think  would 
not  be  as  good." 

Other  customers  in  tiie  dining 
room  tucked  into  fillet  steaks.  BSE- 
publirity  and  a  £12  supplement 
notwithstanding.  “I  gave  up  paying 
attention  to  health  experts  years 
ago,”  one  said.  “I  am.  68  years  old.  If 
1  contract  BSE  I  will  be  ga-ga  when  I 
am  80.  So  where  is  the  news  in  that?” 


All  in  the 
game  as 
poultiy 


Ladenis  supping  his 
oxtafl  soup  yesterday 


By  Rom?!  Young 

'  THIS  is  going  to  be.  a  hard 
winter  for  pheasants,  par¬ 
tridges  and  wildfowL  Showers 
are  out  to  get  them  m  huge 
number  to  satisfy  a  npuSy 
growing  British  appethe:  - 

The  Game  Marketing  Exec¬ 
utive.  established  lass  year  to 
pi  emote  safes  of  game  in 
Britain,  cafculaas  that  the 
value  of  tiie  game -and  acetic 
meat  marks  has  doubted 
since  1992  and  wifi  grow  from 
£34  million  this  year  to  at  least 
£56  million  fay  ZDOLfts  annual 
survey  reports  "virtadiy  every 
high  street  retailer  seeing  in¬ 
creased  sales  of  game  this 
year".  . 

Mick.  Tracey,  who  buys 
game  for  Asda,  said  yesterday: 
“Our  game  sales  are  62  per 
cenr  up  an  last  year.  By  the 
second  week  of  tins  season 
sales  were  bener  than  the  very 
best  week  of  Iasi  season,  which 
was  around  Christmas. 
People  are  looking  for  poultiy 
with  more  flavour  and  in¬ 
creased  exposure  in  the  food 
press  has  increased  awareness 
that  game  is  low  in  fat  quid: 
ami  easy  to  cook  and  that 
important  fittiebit  different"  . 

Sue  Cfiften.  Safeway^  game 
buyer,  said:  The.  last  three 
weeks  have  been  excellent  for 
gains  sates.  We  are  now 
working  on  some  new  lines.".  _ 

High  street  butchers,  mo, 
are  turning  bade  to  game  and 
reporting  increasing  sales.  In 
Mayfair.  Richard  Garrett  of 
Alim'S  of  Mourn  Street  one  of 
London's  biggest  game  deal¬ 
ers,  said:  “A  lot  more  people 
are  doing  game  thfr  year. 
They  have  jumped  on  our 
bandwagon."  - 

Charles  Ashley  Blade  of  The 
Game  Larder,  in  Cfeygate, 
Surrey,  -  added:  “Sales  are 
buoyant  particularly  far 
pheasant  and  venison,  and  in 
the  run  up  to  Christinas,  wild 
boar  is  proving  very  popular." 

Pheasants  are  also  notably 
cheap  this  year.  Those  in  Asda 
are  selling  ai  £2.99  each. 
Hitherto  more  than  half  Brit¬ 
ish  game  has  been  exported 
tart  tiie  strength  of  tiie  pound 
has  damaged  exports,  push¬ 
ing  down  prices  at  home: 
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“A  powerful  drama 
with  an  amazing  female  cast” 

sVi.V:!  :;S?\ 

“Epic  stuff” 
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PARADISE  ROAD 


Courauc  echoes  ioivvcr. 


Which  is  the  right  PC 
for  you  and  your  family? 

Call  Maple...  " 

Together  we  will  fi 

So  you  and  a  mSon  others  are  gaiqg  to  invest  in  a.  PC  or  i 
season.  VVhatspedficatktodoyouneedfVVhansoftware 
want  for  yotxself?VNfatt  software  do  you  wart  for  the  fa 
Do  you  buy  from  a  shop  or  showroom,  or  fay  drectfror 
Sees  of  Maple  the  bukf  to  cider  maw^icttiferandsawean 
average  of  around  30%  of  reed  prices.  Can  you  buy  k 
absolutely  interest  free?,  even  send  it  back  within  2 1 
days  f  you  don't  Ike  it?  (exdudng  carriage  costs). Then 
what  quality  of  technical  support  and  service  wi  you 
get?  Maple  hawe  the  answers  (the  honest  answers). 

So  please  don't  go  anywhere  until  you  caB  us! 

Standard  Features  :JUf  Maple  Systems  include  •  1 4"  .28dp  Non  Interfaced  SVGA  Colour  Monitor  « IS”  1.44Mb  Floppy  DWt  Drive  ‘Microsoft 
Windows  *95  (Inc  back-up  CD}  •  fBM  Voice  Recognition  Software  with  Headphones  and  Microphone  •  12  Months  Parts  and  Labour  Vfawmty 
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F>^Specfed.FiJy  Upgrade*** 
hnsrner  Rfady  Muidmedo  PC  - 

Ideal as  a  Home  /  Offlce  ’ Wbrioaioa 
The  perfect  PC  for  sdioofc.  - 

•  fa£6  re-200*  rrooasnr  Ftnubcmd  by  CM 

•  siac«d» 

-  1 6Mb  EDO  RAM 

•  8r»  CD-AOM 

•  l£Gt>+  Hvd  Dt&  Drtm 
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-  UtMX  PfU0O+  ProcoacirMrfiFMX 
TodndofyttwiUjenrwJbyBM 

•  SIXtUZCxte 

•  MMbEDORAM 

■  MMnCDAm 

•  UGbhtrdDWDriM 

•  3DWWE*4f&BnoSoml 

•  7VtoACft»m]AcnpaedSaraoSpak»t 

•  ffcmxafc  Vitoria  . 

•  BIVttaRec&flMarewttHMtfiwStfc 

•  Hi  BAST  Apprntd  fatomflfaka  Modem 

■  tonmottody-htapleCNBaoMoidod 

•  Choice  of  TWO  of  (be  Software  bundle  pads 
bebn  p*o  anM  fouv  *J  above. 


£S99..£HL  £899.  JIL  £999. 


OwBSfflHtSefcr&ec  Our  most 
MgtyspedRed  sub  £IOOOexW 
System  far  Boness  and  Power  Users. 

•  AMJMJOOMHeeMC^&teKMitoXBnor 

•  SUkUGxha- 

-  MMbtoORAM 

•  OtaHrtDttDrtw 

•  4Pbttoii  Expert  S3  WgvGrepNa 
(d00t  US  IBO  SfJSBB  RAM) 

•  RC  201 1  Hodwtad 

•  3D  VAreoHe  Scareo  Sound 

-  7  Wtor  AC  Pi— dAopi^S^euSaMwo 
■  MeftacCZHOM 

•  ConfVfaiArfKi80Bex&*« 

•  BM'UnRKScftMRwMiHeK^hOMxil^ 

-  316  BAirr  Appro,  oil  FaarfDeaWeeHorinn 
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KswMMw  15"  m  DfcfeC  HMttor 

£999..fllM. 
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-  InMPmtanB 300MHz Pxxiwr 

•  ASUSModartoarteMMlXatoK 

•  12Mb  SDRAM 

•  43Gb  Un  DMA  Had  DttDrtw 

•  S  12k  Mode  Corfu  . 

•  WxMarCDUOM 

•  SGSRra  AGP4%  I2SttGri0UpCMd 
■  3D  VWaecdde  Stereo  Soood 
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Colour  Printer 
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Maple  Computer  Corporation  (UK)  Limited,  Ardent  House.  Cates  Way.  St 
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Probation 
defended 
by judge 
for  killer 

Bv  Richard  Duce 
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IF  THE  Englishman's  borne 
is  his  castle,  the  front  door* 
flep  is  the  closest  he  has  to  a? 
drawbridge.  A  doorstep  is  the ; 
.  tniedioid.  which  -nobody 
.crosses  except  by  invitation. 

From  flic  humblest  country  , 
outage  and  the  artisan's  ter¬ 
race  bouse  to  the  grandest 
tnagsion  in  Bdgnma,  there 
is  fenny  a  dwelling  in  Brit¬ 
ain  without  a  doorstep.  It 
-keeps  the  outer  world  at  bay 
aid  lends  a  little  dignity  to 
every,  entrance..  More  than 
that,  it  is  a  place  where  a  milk 
-bottle  can  be  left  without 
-  seeming  abandoned  for  any¬ 
one  to  seize. 

A  million  housewives 
scrubbed  front  doorsteps,  not 
just  to  put  on  a  show  to  the 
worid  but  to  remove  summer 
dust  or  the  attentions  of  any- 
passing  dog.  When  streets 
had  no  paving,  doorsteps 
came  into  being  to  divert 
water  into  rudimentary 
gutters. 

In  a  deluge,  the  step 
stopped  water  from  pouring 
.  under  the  front  door.  This  is 
no  small  matter,  in  recent 
years,  when  some  shopping 
streets  have  beep  pedestri- 
.anised.  shopkeepers  have 
(bond  rainwater  gushing  in. 

-.  Even  in  (be  late  nth  centu¬ 
ry,  many  London  houses  had 


The  front  doorstep  is  to  be  banished  by 
new  building  regulations.  Marcus  Binney 
■dwells  oh  its  cultural  significance 


basements,  often  with 'the 
kitchen  atthe-fnraLTO'Win  a 
Tittle  Jight -the  groundfloor 
wais  raised  a  few  steps  so  tiial 
a  better  window  could  be 
-  introduced-  When  front  base¬ 
ment  areas  became  common 
in  the  nrid-Bth  emtory,  front 
doors  were  raised  still  higher 
to  provide  more  light  arid  air 
for  basement  rooms  bdow. 

’  Araisedfnmtdoorstqplsa 
feature  of  terrace  houses  all 
over  -  Europe  and  :  North 
America:  The  .  canal-side 
houses'  of  Amsterdam  had  a 
“stoop3*,  a  flight  of  fouror  five 
steps  to  raise  the  main  rooms 
above'  flood  water,  and  this 
was  repeated  ih  .  the  much, 
taller  stoops  of. New  York 
“browhstones*’.  where  New 
Yorkers  came  out  to  chat  on 
hot  evenings. 

It  is  inevitable  fo  this  age  of 
regulation  that  the  doorstep 
should.be  afr*Ushed._A.few 
years  ago,  in  Gibraltar,  Trea¬ 
sury  regulations  deemed  that 
arry  army  house  with  a  step  or 
two  at  the  front  door  was  sub¬ 
standard.  The  military  bad  to 


forsake  elegant  Regency 
houses  in.  the. old  town  .for 
new,  Aldcrshot-style  boxes, 
shrouded  inmistfarmuch  of 
theyearon  the  southernmost 
point  of  the  Rode.-; 

□  The  doorstep  is  thought  to 
have  became  a  widespread 
feature  of  townscapes  in  the 
Victorian  era  [Rachel  Kelly 
writes).  Richard  Holder,  se¬ 
nior  architectural  advisor  to 
the  Victorian  Society,  said: 
;MChiinney5  belched  soot  mid 
doorsteps  did  get  filthy.  Local 
;  government  was  so  disorgan¬ 
ised  that  the  business  of 
roadsweeping  was  not  car¬ 
ried  out" 

In  this  century,  doorsteps 
:  proved  a  feature  of  popular 
■>  culture,  from  the  music-hall 
song  On  Mother  Kelly’s 
Doorstep  to  scenes  in  Coro¬ 
nation  Street  They  enable 
the  traditional  act  of  carrying 
a  bride  over  the  threshold. 
“Somehow,  carrying  your 
bride  over  a  slope  doesn't 
seem  quite,  the  same,"  Rich¬ 
ard  Pollard,  secretary  of  Save 
'Britain’s  Heritage;  said 


Making  an  impressive  entrance;  earlier  this  century,  a  spotless  doorstep  was  a  matter  of  domestic  pride 


Solicitor  iii  dock 


over 


By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


A  SOLICITOR  who  was  driv¬ 
en  to  remark  privately  that  the 
court  derk  was  a  “siiiy  cow" is 
facing  a  disciplinary  investiga¬ 
tion  after  bring  reported  by  a 
police  officer. 

Arnold  Rosen,  a  London 
solid  tor,  is  being  mvestigated 
by,il»  Office  for  incSupervr 
siaxs  of  Solicitors  after  speak¬ 
ing  his  mind  ,  to  his  client  who 
was  ■  -an .  charges  of.  false 
amounting  at  :  Woodspnng 
Magistrates’  Court  at  Weston- 
super-Mare.  >- 

His  comments  were  made 
after  he  had  sought  an  ad¬ 
journment  in  die  case  and  the 
Bench  had  withdrawn focan- 
si$sr  his  request.  While  wait- 
v’lk  hc  had  a  conversation. 

defendant,  stamling 
in^vfcmity  of  the  dock.;. 

Tlis  wasfHyaticatarose  over 


what  he  saw,  as  .  the  court 
clerks  intervention  fa  .his  re¬ 
quest  for  an  adjournment  and 
puttmg.fbzward  of  points  as  to 
wfgftliis  request  should  not  be 


Yesterday  Mr  Rosen  saidhe 
could  riot  cqnfirm-ihe  use  of 
the  words  "silly  cow".  But  he 
.  atid^^Tfrose  woids  \wre  in 
aattaafatce  with  jqy  $enti- 
me^atfoe  time." 

T law  Journal* 
whkh^repecce^-  Mr-  Rosen's 
case^smffffjR  a-perfeef -worki. 
perhaps  rotidtors  should  not 
vent  their  displeasure  to  their 
clients-  In  the  less  titan  perfect 
world  in  which  we  live,  they 
often  da"  So,  it  adds,  do  police 
officos.  "If  each  were  to  be 
reported  to  the  OSS  or  the 
relevant  chief  constable, 
where  would  we  aft  be?" 
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A  JUDGE  accepted  yesterday 
that  he  was  open  to  criticism 
for  placing  a  mentally  dis¬ 
turbed  killer  on  probation. 

Judge  Michael  Coombe  said 
he  believed  doctors'  evidence 
that  Stacey  Adams.  59,  who 
stabbed  Diane  Bristow  42 
rimes,  could  be  treated  for  his 
illness  rather  than  detained  in 
hospital. 

An  Old  Bailey  jury*  had 
earlier  cleared  Adams  of  mur¬ 
der  but  convicted  him  of 
manslaughter  on  the  grounds 
of  diminished  responsibility. 
The  judge  said:  “I  suppose  in 
the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
1  would  have  had  in  mind  a 
light  term  of  ibout  three 
years." 

However,  the  judge  said 
that  Adams  had  had  almost 
the  equivalent  of  a  three-year 
term  in  custody  while  on 
remand.  “It  is  right  that  I 
should  stress  that . . .  because 
it  may  be  rhat  members  of  the 
public  might  criticise  me 
because  it  may  appear  he  has 
got  away  without  punishment. 
He  has  already  had  a  depriva¬ 
tion  of  liberty." 

Miss  Bristow.  59,  and  Ad¬ 
ams  were  staying  at  the  same 
house  in  Thornton  Heath, 
South  London.  Dr  James 
Anderson,  who  has  been  treat¬ 
ing  Adams  at  the  medium- 
secure  Bra  cion  Centre  in 
Bexley,  said  he  had  identified 
an  “organic  defect"  in  his 
brain.  “He  was  isolated,  de¬ 
pressed  and  extremely  fright¬ 
ened  and  aroused  at  the  rime 
of  the  killing." 
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Tomorrow  in 
The  Saturday 

TIMES 


An  artangel  .  jdjjjjw 
came  down..^5>  •  ' 
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WHITEHOUSE 
Fast,  funny 
and  furious 


AT  Fayed  accused  of  1 10m  bribe  bid 


Rowland’s  writs  charge  Harrods 
owner  of  ordering  deposit  box 
break-in,.  Andrew  Pierce  reports 


TINY  ROWLAND  is  accusing 
Moharned  Al  Fayed  of  offers 
ing  him  ElOraflikm  and  the 
ownership  of  an  exclusive 
shirr  shop  to  level  false  bribery 
allegations  against  Michael 
Howard,  the  former  Home 
Secretary.  .  . 

Six  writs  have  been  issued 
against  Mr  Al  Fayed  and  five 
of  his  alleged  co-conspirators. 
In  them,  Mr  Rowland  also 
accuses  the  owner  of  Harrods 
of  ordering  staff  to  break  in  to 
his  safe  deposit  box  at  the 
Knightsbridge  store.  The  box 
contained  precious  jewels  and 
confidential  documents. 

The  papers,  placed  in  fte 
High  Court  yesterday,  accuse 
Mr  Al  Fayed  of  mastermind¬ 
ing  the  break-in  to  try  to 
uncover  material  with  which 
to  blackmail  Mr  Rowland,  the 
former  head  of  Lonrho,  into 
lying  on  oath  about  Mr  How¬ 
ard  accepting  bribes. 

Mr  Rowland.  79.  claims  in 
the  writ  that  Mr  Al  Fayed,  64. 
offered  him  a  sweetener  of 
E10  million,  plus  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  TumbuQ  &  Asser, 
shirtmakers  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  rerum  for  telling  a 
Parliamentary  select  commit¬ 
tee  he  had  paid  Mr  Howard 
Eli!  mil  ion  to  open  a  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Trade  and  Industry 
investigation  into  the  takeover 
of  the  House  of  Fraser. 

Mr  Al  Fayed  has  waged  a 
long  campaign  to  overrum  the 
findings  of  the  DTI  inquiry.  Ir 
concluded  that  he  was  a  liar 
and  a  cheat  A  subsequent 
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Parliamentary  investigation 

concluded  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  Mr  Howard 
acted  improperly  in  the  DTI 
'  investigation. 

According  to  the  writs,  after 
the  safe  deposit  box  break-in 
the  two  men  met  over  lunch  on 
the  fifth  floor  of -Harrods  in 
March  1996.  Mr  Al  Fayed 
“claimed  that  he  had  informa¬ 
tion  and  or  documents  damag¬ 
ing  to”  Mr  Rowland. 

Mr  Rowland  claims  that  the 
purpose  of  the  break-in  “was 
to  try  to  obtain  material  which 
he  could  use.  or  threaten  to 
use,”  against  him.  “to  per¬ 
suade  him  to  give,  false  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  Parliamentary 
Select  Committee  oh  Stan- 
'  dards  and  Privileges,  which 
was  at  that  time  about  to 
commence  an  inquiry  into 
allegations  which  had  been 
made  by  Mr  Al  Fayed  against 
The  Right  Hon  Michael  How¬ 
ard  MP."  In  March  this  year 
the  committee  dismissed  Mr 
Al  Fayed 'S  allegations  that  Mr 
Howard  had  accepted  pay¬ 
ments  of  between  El  million 
and  £15  million  to  launch  the 
investigation. 

Mr  Rowland  is  seeking 
damages  and  an  order  for 
“delivery  up"  of  any  of  his 
goods  still  in  Mr  Al  Fayed's 
possession,  or  payment  of 
their  equivalent  value  and 
damages  for  conversion  or 
trespass  of  his  goods. 

'  Harrods  has  categorically 
denied  the  allegations.  Mich¬ 
ael  Rogers,  legal  director  of 
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Tiny  Rowland,  left,  and  Mohamed  Al  Fayed  seemingly  made  up  their  differences  in  October  1993  when  they  shook  hands  in  the  Harrods  food  hall 


the  store,  said:  "In  view  of  the 
civil  proceedings  which  exist 
between  Mr  Al  Fayed  and  Mr 
Rowland,  it  is  inappropriate 
.and  wrong  to  comment  in 
detail.  However,  the  allega¬ 
tions  are  categorically  denied. 
We  are  satisfied  that  we  will  be 
able  to  prove  in  court  that  they 
are  false  and  malicious.” 

The  break-in  was  first  al¬ 
leged  last  month  when  Neil 
Hamilton,  who  was  accused  of 
taking  cash  for  Parliamentary 


questions  from  Mr  Al  Fayed, 
gave  evidence  on  oath  to  the 
Standards  and  Privileges 
Committee.  Tory  MPS  on  the 
committee  refused  to  uphold 
the  findings  of  the  Parliamen¬ 
tary  Commissioner  that  Mr 
Hamilton  had  taken  the 
money  because  they  were  de¬ 
nied  a  chance  to  cross-exam¬ 
ine  Mr  Al  Fayed. 

Mr  Rowland  claims  that 
early  in  December  1995,  short¬ 
ly  before  the  break-in.  die 
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security  box  contained  various 
personal  documents,  audio 
tapes,  a  gold  cigarette  case,  six 
or  seven  uncut  rubies.  15  to  20 
cut  emeralds,  three  or  four 
originaT Tanzania:  stones,  be¬ 
tween  six  and  eight  rare 
Tibetan  silver  coins,  and  a 
rare  Tibetan  stamp.  The  emer¬ 
alds  were  from  a  set  of  25  Mr 
Rowland  said  he  took  from  his 
mine  in  southern  Rhodesia  in 
1960  to  cut  and  pass  on  to  the 
Queen  Mother  as  a  gift  Six 


were  said  to  have  been  given 
to  her  after  Mr  Rowland  had  a 
gold  box  made  at  Garrard,  the 
crown  jewellers. 

The  cither  people  named  in 
the  writs  are  Colin  D  aim  an, 
manager  of  the  safe  deposit 
boxes;  John  Macnamara  of 
Beckenham.  southeast 
London,  who  was  then  a 
director  of  security  for  a 
Harrods  subsidiary;  John  Al¬ 
len,  a  senior  security  manager 
of  Caterham,  Surrey;  Mark 


Griffiths,  who  was  Mr  Al 
Fhyed^s  assistant;  and  his 
bodyguard,  Paul  Handley- 
G  reaves. 

The  antipathy  between  Mr 
Al  Fayed  and  Mr  Rowland 
dates  back  to  the  1980s,  when 
Mr  Rowland  lost  the  battle  for 
control  of  House  of  Fraser  to 
Mr  Al  Fayed.  However,,  in 
1993,  the  two  shook  hands  in 
the  store's  food  hall  after 
apparently  ending  their 
conflict 


Lawrence  letters  tell  of  ty 
frustration  over  novel 


By  John  Vincent 

A  REVEALING  archive  of 
letters  fay  D.H.  Lawrence  re¬ 
lating  to  his  difficulties  in 
publishing  Lady  Chatterlerps 
Lover  has  surfaced  in  London 
67  years  after  his  death. 

The  letters  are  being  sold  at 
Sotheby’s  next  Thursday  by 
the' estate  of  Us  dose  friend, 
,  the  late  Juliette  H  uxley,  Swiss 
wife  of  the  renowned  biologist 
and  zoofogist  Sir  Julian  Hux- 
'Tfey,  btoftcr'  tif  the  novelist 
Aldous.  They  are  expected.to 
fetch  up  to  £27,000. 

In  one  letter  to  Juliette  he 
writes:  “I  laugh  at  you  when 
you  say.  *What  if  Anthony  [the 
Huxleys'  son]  were  16.  and 
read  this  novelT  He’d  be  too 
bored  at  16:  but  at  20  of  course 
he  should  read  it. 

"Was  your  mind  a  sexual 
blank  at  16?  is  anybody’s?  and 
what  ails  the  mind  in  that 
respect  is  that  it  has  nothing  to 
go  on,  grinds  away  in  abstrac¬ 
tion.  So  I  laugh  at  you  and  go 
on  laughing  .-. .  For  absurd!- 


M\ 


Lawrence:  “People  in 
England  make  me  mad” 

ties  I  laugh  at  everybody, 
including  myself.  But  at  the 
essential  person  I  don’t  laugh. 
And  of  course,  you  ought  to 
know  it,  and  not  have  these 
sidy  misgivings."  . 

On  the  difficulties  of  having 
the  sexually  explicit  Lady 
Chatterley  published,  he 
writes:  “I've  been  having  a 
tussle  with  my  novel:  publish¬ 
ers,  agent  etc  in  London  hold¬ 


ing  up  hands  of  pious  horror 
...  and  trying  to  make  me  feel 
disastrously  in  the  wrong.” 

In  another  1928  letter  he 
writes:  "People  in  England 
nuke  me  so  mad.  What  with 
one  thing  and  another  —  es¬ 
pecially  Lady  C  -  that  1  fed 
I’d  be  downright  31  if  I  saw 
those  dirty  dim  of  Clover  just 
now."  Frustrated. by'  the  con¬ 
fiscation  of  copies' of  the  book. 
Lawrence  says  ~  “I  want  to 
make  a  row:  can’t  sit  down  to 
'  it.  All  "too  exasperating  .-. :  I 
long  to  get  away  from 
everything." 

In  an  earlier  letter  he  writes. 
“Lady  Chatterley  is  being 
printed  by  a  little  printer  in 
Florence,  in  an  old  little  shop/ 
where  nobody  understands  a'- 
word  of  English,  not  even 
those  base  foundation-words 
...  Ah,  teach  them  to  your 
mother,  iCs  never  too. late  to 
learn." 

The  novel  was  not  pub¬ 
lished  in  Britain  in  its  unex- 
purgated  form  until  I96L  after 
a  celebrated  obscenity  trial. 
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Nursing 
home  costs 
may  be  met 
by  everyone 

By  Jill  Sherman,  Chief  Political  Correspondent 


EVERYONE  may  have  to  pay 
towards  the  cost  of  their 
nursing  home  care,  Frank 
Dobson,  the  Health  Secretary, 
signalled  yesterday  as  he  an¬ 
nounced  the  setting  up  of  a 
Royal  Commission  on  Elderly 
Care. 

The  commission,  charged 
with  finding  a  “fair  and  af¬ 
fordable"  way  of  funding  long¬ 
term  care,  will  be  chaired  by 
Professor  Sir  Stewart  Suther¬ 
land,  Principal  and  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Edinburgh 
University. 

The  inquiry,  which  will 
have  to  report  within  a  year, 
has  been  asked  to  examine  a 
number  of  options  for  caring 
for  elderly  people  both  in  their 
own  homes  and  in  nursing 
accommodation.  It  has  also 
been  asked  to  recommend 
haw  The  cost  of  such  care 
should  be  apportioned  be¬ 
tween  public  hinds  and 
individuals" 

Announcing  the  terms  of 
reference  in  a  Commons  state¬ 
ment  Mr  Dobson  conceded 
that  the  most  likely  outcome 
was  “a  proposition  that  some 
(funding)  would  be  fay  individ¬ 
uals  and  some  by  the  taxpay¬ 
er".  Under  the  present  system 
all  those  with  savings  of  less 
than  £10.000  have  their  nurs¬ 
ing-home  fees  —  an  average 
E 14.000  to  E20.000  a  year  - 
paid  for  by  the  state. 

Those  with  savings  of  up  to 
£16.000  have  to  pay  for  part  of 
the  fees  while  those  with 
higher  savings  pay  the  full 
cost.  About  25  per  cent  of  the 
300,000  people  in  residential 
nursing  homes  now  pay  the 


fees  in  fulL  But  this  system  has 
resulted  in  thousands  of  elder¬ 
ly  people  having  to  sell  their 
homes  to  pay  the  nursing  fees. 
Ministers  are  already  looking 
at  the  option  of  a  compulsory 
insurance  system  where  ev¬ 
eryone  would  have  to  pay 
towards  their  own  care  from 
the  day  they  start  work.  People 
would  be  required  to  pay 
higher  national  insurance 
contributions  into  a  new  fund 
which  would  cover  the  cost  of 
care  after  they  retired. 

Mr  Dobson  was  careful  not 
to  rule  this  out,  although  he 
did  not  want  to  pre-empt  the 
commission.  The  Tories  ex¬ 
plored  a  less  radical  insur¬ 
ance-based  system  at  the  end 
of  the  last  Parliament  in  an 
attempt  to  stop  people  having 
go  sell  their  hemes.  Under 
their  system  people  would 
have  been  given  £1.50  insur¬ 
ance  cover  for  their  capital 
assets  for  every  £1  invested. 

The  other  II  people  on  the 
Royal  Commission  indude 
Clare  Rayner,  the  writer  and 
broadcaster,  and  Sir  Nicholas 
Goodison.  deputy  chairman  of 
the  Lloyds  TSB  Group. 

Pressure  groups  will  not  be 
represented  on  the  commis¬ 
sion  but  Mr  Dobson  said  that 
a  separate  reference  group 
would  gather  views. 

Sir  Stewart  later  promised 
that  his  review  would  be 
independent,  thorough  and 
inclusive. 

The  commission  will  also 
consider  the  implications  for 
younger  people  in  long-term 
care  because  of  illness  or 
disability. 


GPs  to  demand  cash 
for  new  budget  duties 

By  Ian  Murray,  medical  correspondent 


FAMILY  doctors  will  expect  to 
be  paid  extra  if,  as  expected, 
next  week's  White  Paper  re¬ 
forming  the  health  service 
puts  them  in  charge  of  admin¬ 
istering  90  per  cent  of  the 
£35  billion  NHS  budget 
The  plans,  to  be  announced 
on  Tuesday,  will  make  GPs 
responsible  for  buying  most 
hospital  and  community  care 
for  their  patients,  including 
emergency  services.  They  will 
also  be  expected,  for  the  first 
rime,  to  keep  spending  on 
drugs  inside  a  capped  budget 
“You  cannot  expect  GPs  to 
do  this  extra  work  for  noth¬ 
ing,"  Charles  Parr,  secretary 
of  the  National  Association  of 


Fundholders,  said.  “If  they 
take  time  off  to  attend  admin¬ 
istration  meetings  they  will 
have  to  pay  for  someone  to  do 
their  work  as  doctors." 

The  White  Paper  is  under¬ 
stood  to  make  groups  of  five 
or  six  practices  responsible  for 
deriding  how  to  spend  the 
money  allocated  to  them. 

One  GP  who  runs  an  inner 
London  practice  that  was  this 
week  granted  a  Charter  Mark 
said  the  idea  of  leaving  GPs  in 
charge  of  administering  a 
local  budget  was  a  recipe  for 
disaster.  “It  means  you  could 
have  up  to  50  GPS  arguing 
with  each  other  about  how  the 
money  should  be  spent” 
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gjin  Poodle  saves  pregnant 

woman  hurt  in  woods 


Catherine  Farthing,  whose  first  child  is  due  at  Christmas,  fell  from  a  stile 


A  PREGNANT  woman  who 
broke  her  ankle  in  woodland 
was  rescued  after  a  friend’s 
poodle  beard  her  cries  and 
raised  the  alarm.  Catherine. 
Farthing  was  lying  in  dark¬ 
ness  and  in  pain  after  falling 
from  a  stile. 

The  farmer's  wife  had  been 
walking  her  dogs  in.' Alford 
Woods.  Somerset,  about  a 
mile  from  her  home  at  the 
village  of  Lovington,  near 
Castle  Cary.  Her  cries  were 
heard  by  the  dgbt-yearold 
poodle  Gus  in  a  cottage  about 
200  yards  away.  The  dog, 
who  knows  Mis  Farthing, 
began  barking  to  alert  its 
owners.  Charles  and  Marga¬ 
ret  Piper. 

Mrs  Piper  went,  outside 
and  heard  shoots  for  hejp. 
Her  husband  went  into  the 
woods  to  investigate  and 
found  Mrs  Farthing  lying  on 
aslope  near  a  river.  He  called 
an  ambulance  while  his  wife 
stayed .  with  Mrs  Farthing, 
who  is  expecting  her  fust 
child  at  Christmas. 

Paramedics  decided  it 
would  be  too  dangerous  to 
cany  her  on  a  stretcher 
across  the  difficult  terrain, 
including  two  narrow 
bridges.  After  two  hours  in 


Gus  with  its  owners,  Margaret  and  Charles  Piper 


.  the  woods  she  was  taken  by 
an  Avon  and  Somers^  police, 
■helicopter'  to  hospital  at 
Yeovil,  ten  miles  away.  A 
hospital  spokeswoman  said 
last  night:  “All  is  well  with 
the  pregnancy." 

Mr  Piper  said:  “Gus 
started  to  bark  and  that  was 


unusual  Tbe  river  was 
running  high  and  we  thought 
it  might  be  somebody,  or  a 
dog,  caught  up  in  tbe  river. 
There  by  the  stile  was  Cathy 
in  a  crumpled  heap.  She  had 
told  her  dogs  to  go  and  fetch 
Gus  but  they  had  stayed  with 
her." 
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gaming.'  More  than  2  mjfllon  sates  later  and 
countless  awards,  she's  back  to  this  new  action 
packed  adventure. 


NEW 


£29 


>  MICROSOFT  SOFTWARE  TITLES 


FIFA  *98  -  THE  ROAD  TO 
THE  WORLD  CUP 

Smooth,  lIMke  real¬ 
time  rendered  3D 
graphics  far  smooth 
continuous  play  with 
new  player  artificial 
Intelligence  tor 
professional  standad 
passing  and  shoaling 
decisions. 


MICROSOFT 
ENCARTA  *08 
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yv3'';vk'i 


V  ■  ^ 


Includes  commentary 


from  John  Motson  wfih 

summaries  from  Andy- 

Gray  and  to  presented 

by  Des  Lynsm  ■ 


£29 99  ■  £59 


Spetiafly  edited 
UK  edition  or  the 

World's  most 
popular  multimedia 
encyclopedia. 

Newly  expanded  • 
tor  *98  and  unique 

educational  tools 

make  this  an 
IndispeneMe 
reference  tool  that 
the  whole  family 
can  use. 


>  PERIPHERALS 


TOP  GUN  JOYSTICK  & 
TONIB  RAIDER  puniMWil 

Top  Quo’*  exeats  at  ati  WgW 
aims  and  giues  you  the 
campetfllva  edge 
you  demand 


£29 


SIDEWINDER  PRO 

&  HELLBENDER 

Digital  Speed,  precision 
and  performance  tor 
your  DOS  and 
Windows  based  games. 


£24 


>  SCANNERS 


HEWLETT  PACKARD  SP 


One  pass  colour 
flatbed  scanner, 
easy  to  use  one 
touch  operation  - 
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PATRIOT  PI 66  MMX  MULTIMEDIA 


-  Intel  Pentium  166MHz 
Processor  with  MMX 

•  16Mb  EDO  RAM 

•  2L5Gb  Herd  Disk  Drive 

•  14*  Colour  monitor 

-  ISxCO  ROM 

-  512K  Cache 

•  2Mb  64-bit  PCI  Graphics 
with  MPEG 

-  32  bit  Wavetable  Soundcard  with  3D 
sound  &  Labtec  Speakers 

-  IBM  World  Book.  Screamer 
nose  nmoTPimat  t 
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FREE 
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1MMU 


PLUS  FREE 
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CANON  BUBBLEJET 
BJC250 

•  New  Image  Optimizer Technology  for  great 
quality  printing  &  law  resolution  images 
without  Jaggedness 

WORTH  £138.99 


NO  DEPOSIT  & 
PAY  NOTHING 
FOR  12  MONTHS 


ALL  FOR  ONIY  £999 


£199 


MUSTEK  BOOOP 


colour  scanner., 
wfth  Image 

scanning. 

OCR  and  photo 

ra-toucMng 

software. 

MODS.  UUS7EK  0OOOP 


£99 


>  PRINTERS 


HP DESKJET  COLOUR  07OC 

-  Incredible  Printer, 

Incredible  Value 
~  Supait)  Colour 
QuaStyatan 

Eaceptlonel  - 
Price  .  . 
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EPSON  STYLUS 

•Up  to  720X720 
dpi  resolution 
■Low  cost 
introduction  to 
Epson  Photo 
Real  colour  printing  I 


uoob.  epsom  smus  400 


£179 


PLUS  FULL  RANGE  OF  HEWLETT  PACKARD,  IBM  &  COMPAQ  MULTIMEDIA  PCs 
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By  Dalya  Alberce  . 
ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  chairman  of  the  Royal 
Opera  House  resigned  yester¬ 
day,  a  day  after  the- publica- 
Otti  of  scathing  accusations  in 
a  parliamentary  report  on 
,  Covoit  Garden's  manage¬ 
ment  The  drama  of  Lord 
Chad  ling  ton's  departure  was 
k^gfaeried  by  the  unprece- 
dentei  move  of  the  entire 
board  ottering  to  resign. 

The  chairman  described  his 

derision  as  the  honourable 
thing>to  do.  “In  the  rod,  I -felt  I 
don’t  Wint  to  be  regarded  as  a' 

SHfc  figure  who  sits  on  the 
ice  until  someone  pushes 
them  off."  he  said.  “I’ve  only 
been  there  a  year,  but  the 
responsibility  lies  with  the 
board.  1  must  give  a  lead,  as  a 
matter  of  honour.” 

Only  Mary  Allen,  the  chief 
executive,  was  adamant  that 
she  would  stay  on.  Miss  Allen 
said'  she  asked  Chris  Smith, 
the  Culture  Secretary,  yester¬ 
day  whether  she  should  re¬ 
sign:  "He  replied,  ‘ahsohitdy 
not.  It  is  essential  there  should 
be  stability  within  the 
companies.'  “ 

The  board  members  found 
themselves  unable  to  ignore 
calls  by.  Gerald  Kaufman  and 
the  Culture  Select  Committee, 
whose  report  was  littered  with 
criticisms  and  accusations  of 
incompetence;  they  had  found 
the  financial  plans  so  abysmal 
that  they  took  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  step  of  recommending 
that  the.  house’s  grant  be 
withdrawn  unless  the  entire 
management  stepped  down. 

Accusing  the  ROH  chief 
executive,  chairman  and 
board  of  being  unfit  to  handle 


61  have  only  been  there  a  year  but  the 
responsibility  lies  with  the  board  I  must 
-  give  a  lead,  as  a  matter  of  honour? 


public  finances,  the  report 
attacked  their  delays  in  find¬ 
ing  temporary  theatres  during 
die  2h~year  closure  and  the 
Jack  of  any  detafied  financial 
plans.  It  also  lambasted  the 
Arts  Council’s  slackness  .in 
monitoring  the  allocation  and 
expenditure  of  lottery  funds.  _ 
The  board  yesterday  reiter¬ 
ated  hs  "unanimous  support”, 
for  Miss  Allen.  Like  many  in  . 
the  arts  world,  they  felt,  she 
had  been  unfairly  singled  out . 
because  she  had  been  in  fhe 
post  for  only  three  months. 
Miss  Aden  has  been  inundat¬ 
ed  with  flowers,  letters  and 
cards  of  support  from  staff 
and  leading  musicians  such  as 
the  conductor  Bernard  Hait¬ 
ink.  What  has  dismayed 
many  in  the  house  is  that  the. 
Arts  Council  refused  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  independent  Walker- 


AHen;  adamant  she  wiD 
stay  as  chief  executive 


Amort  report  and  released  a 
summary  that  omitted  a  cru¬ 
cial  section  which  concluded 
that  Lord  Chadhngton  and 
Miss  Allen  were  on  the  right 
track. 

Mr  Kaufman  said  he  was 
awaiting  news  of  the  chief 
executive’s  resignation,  as  rec- 
:  ommended  by  the  Select  Com- 
'  roittee's  report.  It was  the 
circumstances  of  her  appoint-, 
menlthat  they  had  attacked  — 
the  way  she  moved  from  the 
post  as  secretary-general  of. 
the  Arts  Council  without  prop¬ 
erly  consulting  Lord  Gowrie. 
her  chairman.  “Given  her 
experience  of  public  office. 
Miss  Allen'S  conduct  fell  seri¬ 
ously  belcrw  the  standards  to 
be  expected,”  the  report  said. 

The  chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  said  he  was  not 
surprised  that  Lord  Chadling- 
ton  had  resigned  so  promptly. 
*T  think  his  response  is  proper 
and  appropriate.  I  take  no 
pleasure  in  it  whatsoever”  he 
said. 

The  board  offered  to  stay  on 
as  caretakers  until  a  newly 
constituted  board  '  was  in 
place  Sir  James  Spooner,  die 
deputy  chairman,  will  assume 
control-  He  said:  "The  board 
wishes  ,  to  pay  tribute  to  Lord 
Chaditngtan  who  has  worked 
tirelessly  on  behalf  of  the 
Royal  Opera  House  and  has 
steered  it  courageously  during 
this  period  of  transition  and 
financial  difficulty.”  . 

Yesterday  Lord  Chad  ling- 
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ton  said  his  resignation  was 
with  immediate  effect  and  it 
was  up  to  the  board  to  discuss 
•the  next  step  with  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State.  ”1  had  derided 
some  days  ago  that,  whether  1 
had  stayed  or  left,  we  had  to 
change  the  entire  culture  of  the- 
opera  house.”  be  sard. 

“1  would  do  anything  that 
was  necessary  to  change  that 
culture.  But  as  chairman  of 
the  board,  it  doesn't  matter 
how  long  youTe  chairman, 
you  must  behave  in  the  proper 
way.  I’ve  been  going  to  the 
ROH  since  1964.  I’ve  seen 
almost  every  production  of 
opera  and  ballet  It  was  my 
second  home.  It  wifi  continue 
to  be  my  second  home  when  it 
reopens.  There  is  no  lack  of 
enthusiasm  or  a  wish  to  take 
on  the  challenges.  But  there  is 
so  much  criticism  in  public  life 
for  not  doing  what  one  ought 
to  da  1  am  chairman.  1  must 
be  the  one  who  takes  the  can.” 

Meetings  between  Chris 
Smith,  die  Culture  Secretary, 
and  members  of  the  ROH  and 
Arts  Council  were  hurriedly 
arranged  yesterday  afternoon. 

While  the  meetings  were 
taking  place  Mr  Kaufman  told 
The  Times:  ”1  knew  there  was 
a  problem  with  regard  to  the 
ROH-  1  thought  there  was 
something  wrong  with  me  not 
understanding  why  there . 
were  performances  in  so  many 
different  theatres.  I  thought 
maybe  there  could  be  an 
explanation  that  it  was  a  very 
pood  thing  to  do.  As  the 
inquiry  proceeded,  the  nature 
and  dimension  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  became  dearer." 

Letters,  page  25 
Arts,  page  38 
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Lord  Chadlington  after  quitting  as  chairman  of  the  Royal  Opera  House  yesterday 
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Icelandic  visitors  topple  Middle  East’s  big  spenders 


By  Arthur  Leathley 

TRANSPORT  CORRESPONDENT 

ICELANDIC  bargain-hunters 
spent  more  in  Britain  per  head  last 
year  than  traditionally  deep-pocket¬ 
ed  visitors  from  the  the  Middle 
East,  Japan  and  the  United  Steles. 

Mote  than  501000  Icelanders  — 
double  the  previous  record  — 
headed  for  London  and  rides  in 
Scotland  and  northern  Eggfandfor 
a  spending  binge  Ln  shops,  theatres 
and  restaurants. forianrijc  ttaetof' 


24  per  cent  on  most  goods  make 
.  Britain  an  increasingly  attractive 
destination  for  buying  CDs  and 
videos,  and  dothes,  Especially  for 
chfldresL.  British  nightlife  is  also 
now  a  strong  attradkm  for  holiday¬ 
makers.  who  fast  year  included 
Liverpool  on  their  destination  list 
Godi  Sveinsson.  marketing  di¬ 
rector  of  UrvaWJtsin.  Iceland's 
biggest  tour  operator,  said:  “Ice¬ 
landers  fove  a  good  time  and  the 
Liverpool  people  are  very  friendly 
aM  jepy.  The  dfyis  also  very  dean 


and  small  enough  to  walk  around, 
so  we  wifi  be  running  more  tours 
there  next  year.” 

The  high-spending  Icelanders, 
who  normally  visit  for  a  week,  are 
well  ahead  of  visitors  from  the 
Middle  East,  who  speed  £90  a  day. 
North  Africa  (£85).  Japan  (£83)  arid 
America  (£7*9.  Visitors  from  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Eastern  Europe  spent  £28  a 
day.  Last  year's  figures  about  travel 
trends  are  disclosed  by  the  Office 
for  National  Statistics. 

The  British  holiday  Jove  affair 


with  Spain  and  Greece  is  shown  to 
be  waning  with  half  a  million  fewer 
visits  to  each  country  than  in  J995. 
Greece  slipped  from  the  third  most 
popular  destination  in  19S6  to  the 
eighth  favourite  last  year. 

Spain  remains  the  most  popular 
holiday  destination  for  Britons, 
with  75  million  people  staying 
there  each  year,  ahead  of  France, 
with  63  million.  Almost  4  million 
day  trips  and  business  journeys 
make  France  the  leading  destina¬ 
tion  in  total  number  of  visits,  at 


10.2  million  almost  twice  as  many 
as  ten  years  ago. 

Long-haul  holidays  by  Britons 
rose  by  14  per  cent  on  1995s  while 
visits  to  European  destinations 
grew  by  only  l  per  cenL  Central  and 
South  America  had  a  48  per  cent 
increase  in  the  number  of  British 
visitors,  to  206.000.  and  the 
Caribbean,  visited  by  534.000  Brit¬ 
ons  last  year,  had  a  39  per  cent 
growth.  Visits  to  the  United  States 
grew  by  16  per  cent  to  3  million. 
Belgium,  helped  by  increased 


Channel  Tunnel  traffic,  and  Turkey 
attracted  much  larger  numbers  of 
Britons  than  in  the  pasL 
The  British  love  of  foreign  parts 
meant  (hat  Britain  continued  its 
trading  deficit  with  other  countries. 
Almost  £5  billion  more  was  spent 
by  Britons  abroad  than  by  visitors 
to  (his  country. 

□  Trawl  Trends.  Office  for  Nat¬ 
ional  Statistics  (1  Drummond  Gate. 
London  SW1V  2QQ:  £30) 

Leading  article,  page  25 
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Stalker  who 
broke  ban 
remanded 

A  man  who  became  the  first 
person  to  be  prosecuted  under 
the  Protection  from  Harass* 
merit  Act.  which  is  intended  to 
deter  stalkers,  was  remanded 
in  custody  for  a  week  yester¬ 
day  after  he  admitted  break¬ 
ing  a  court  order  not  to  contact, 
his  former  partner. 

Michael  King,  53,  from 
Haresfield,  Gloucestershire  — 
who  was  fined  £250  in  October 
for  stalking  Sonja  Townsend. 
49,  from  Tuffley.  Gloucester— 
admitted  contacting  Mrs 
Townsend  mice  by  telephone. 
He  denies  a  further  charge  of 
assault  causing  actual  bodily 
harm.  Gloucester  magistrates 
adjourned  the  case  for  medical 
reports  until  January  6. 

Vice  man  jailed 

A  homosexual  prostitute  was 
jailed  for  life  at  Bristol  Crown 
Court  for  murdering  a  diem's 
mother.  Martin  Dunnetr,  32, 
battered  Gladys  Parker.  84. 
when  she  found  him  stealing 
from  The  bungalow  she  shared 
with  her  son  David.  46. 

Escaper  accused 

Pfearse  McCauley.  32.  who 
escaped  from  Brixton  Prison 
in  1991.  was  remanded  in 
custody  at  the  Special  Crimi¬ 
nal  Court  in  Dublin,  accused 
of  murdering  a  detekive  dur¬ 
ing  an  IRA  raid  on  an  Irish 
post  office  van  last  year. 

Crushing  success 

More  than  100  untaxed  vehi¬ 
cles  have  been  crushed  in 
London  after  motorists  failed 
to  retrieve  them  from  a  pound 
within  five  weeks.  A  further 
600  have  been  wheddaxnped, 
the  Driver  and  Vehicle  Licens¬ 
ing  Agency  said. 

Cavalier  thieves 

The  most  likely  cars  to  be 
stolen  are  old  VauxhaD  Cava¬ 
liers.  the  Home  Office  said. 
More  than  one  in  ten  1980452 
models  was  stolen  last  year. 
The  1983-85  and  198688  mod¬ 
els  fared  almost  as  badly.  The 
1986-SS  MG  Metro  was  fourth. 

Cab  too  cold 

Commuters  were  stranded 
when  their  Brighton- London 
train  was  can  relied  because 
the  driver’s  cab  was  too  cold 
after  its  heating  failed.  Alan 
Lesier.  a  passenger,  said:  “It’s 
a  disgrace.  Cant  he  wear  a 
jumper  and  a  pair  of  gloves?" 
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We  specialise  in  providing  a  choice 
of  unforgettable  experiences  at  our 

famous  circuits  around  the  country. 
Brands  Hatch  in  Kent,  Oulton 
Park  in  Cheshire,  Snetterton 

in  or  CadweH  park 

in  Lincolnshire. 

Perhaps  a  track  prepared 

BMW, ,n  preparation  fora 
single  seater  Formula  first 
racing  car. 

Or  driving  a  220  horse  power 
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turbo-charged  Gosworth  rally  car  round 
our  purpose^Hiilt  stages. 

Or  putting  a  Land  Rover  Discovery  through 
the  most  challenging  off- 
;  road  conditions  imaginable. 

’  One.  of  our  special  Gift 
•-  Vouchers  offers  you  a 
•:  choice  of  memorable  days 

GROUP  LIMITED  (993. 

■;  Call  the  Christmas  Hotline 
for  more  information  and 
Credit  Card  bookings. 
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BUY  NOW 
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INTEREST  FREE  OPTION*  . 
ON  ALL  PRODUCTS  OVER  £200 


SAVE  ^  <100 

ON  A  HUGE  RANGE  OF  TOP  BRAND  PRODUCTS 
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CD  STORAGE 


FREE 


ADVANCED 
FEATURES  INCLUDE: 


■  Multiplay  -  plays  up  to  5  CDs. 

■  85  watts  (RMS)  per  channel. 

■  3  mode  Dolby  Pro-logic 

■  Dolby  *B’  NR. 

■  Pull  logic  cassette  deck. 

■  15  band  spectrum  analyser. 
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Dolby  Pro-Logic  CD  Hi-R 
with  Turntable 

Model  ZD4500. 

Was  £849.99. 

In-store  Price  £799.99. 

BUY  NOW  PAY 
12  MONTHS  LATER 
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CD  Micro  HS-fl 

■  2-dece  component 
system. 

■  Active  hyper-bass. 

■  Digital  tuiec 
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tuner.  H 
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urnurau 

£17959 


S  A  V  r  |]BPi 

30  ■ 


CURRYS  PRICE 

<243» 


JVC  CD  IM  HVR 
■■Mtipbjr-piays  — d— vswPCE 

■™^b’  mUTSx 

Model  0601. 

Was  0493*.  Was  £299.99. 

BUY  MOW  PAY  6  MONTHS  LAKH 


I 


S'  1 


PIONEER 

CD  MM  HUT 

■  Mtritipbiy  -  plays  up  to  3  CCHl 
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Jltra-Compact 

33  Micro  Hi-Fi 

*  Logic  cassette  deck. 

•  T5  watts  (RMS] 
per  channel. 

■  Remote  control. 
(Digital  tuner. 
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Multipixy  -  plays 
up  to  3  CD*. 

Model  NSX-S70. 
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CD  Mini  Hi-Fi 

■  MuMptay  -  plays  Uf>  t»  5  CD*. 

■  200  watts  (RMS)  per  channel 

■  7-band  spectrum  analyser. 

Model  NSXF9. 

In-store  Price  £44199. 

BUY  MOW  PAY  9  MONTHS  LATER 


EXTRA  VOUCHER 


TECHNICS  cdimim 

■  4^taoe  component 

syram.  UUMI  CM 

■  70  watts  CRMS)  BBp,r  m 

per  channel.  Mtatai  t4 

■  39  preset  digital  tunm  KiHl  &si 


#  YAMAHA 


AIWA  Dofcy  PKHjogk  CD  M-FI 
wrifa  Turntable  _ _ 

■ ihB! 

■  5  mode  Dolby  Pro-Logic 
Model  ZM950Q. 


YAMAHA 

Dolby  Pro-Logk  Amplifier 

■  70  watts  maximum  power. 

■  6  HI-FI  DSP  programmes 
Model  DSPA532. 


YAMAHA 

DofeyPnMogk 


■  65  watts 
maodmum 
power  output. 

■  3A/V  Inputs. 
Modal  OSftA492. 


Many  of  oar  ament  ■ 
prices rife  Currys 
fowBStever.Rnda 
tower  price  lor  the 
same  product  and 
offer,  complete,  new.  - 

boxed  arid  tn  stock  to 
a  local  shop  within 
7  days  of  purchase 
and  well  match  ft  - 

WE’LL  NEVER  BE  BEATEN 


BIGGER  STORES 
EVEN  MORE  CHOICE 
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PEACE  OF  MIND  FOR 
YEARS  TO  COME 

Jp  to  5  y.tST'S  oxp»rt  service  support  vur.on 
Agreement. 

♦PLUS  INTEREST  FREE  OPTION  WHEN 
PURCHASED  WITH  A'J V ^PRODUCT  OVER  ft  GO. 
A:.i:  in-7, tor;-  for  dotniit. 


lmstallation 

7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

On  over  S00  home 
appliances  when  you 
purchase  before 
4pm.  48  hour 
delivery  available  In 
parts  of  Scotland 
and  Northern 
Ireland.  You  can 
even  choose 
morning  or 
afternoon  delivery 
or  take  it  home 
now.  Ask  in-store  for 
full  details. 


*For  exceptional 
value,  exclusive  to 
DSG  Retail  Ltd. 


Repairs  7  days  a  week 
[same  day  wherever 
possible]. 


Manat  fe  Merest  tafliqpld  it 
M  beta  (or  loth)  Oh.  9lh  Ufa, 
UAvIMeneftty  repayment 
I  drift  fae  pradad.  See  fler  How  it 
hhow  far  dM.EBm£e  based  aa  Cub 


All  TVs  Currys  sail  are 
compatible  wfth  future 
digital  technology. 
Subject  to  the  purchase 
of  an  additional  digital 
decoder  planned  for 
launch  during  1991 


OnaP  free  standing 
gas  and  electric 

cookers  by  cbRGI 
reflisMred  engineers 
(excludes  Northern 
Ireland  and  selected 
Scottish  stores). 


For  most  Urge  Herns 
ff  you  phone  before 
Warn  Monday  to 
Friday  and  live 
within  10  mites  of 
a  Currys  store. 
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For  direct,  doorstep 
deliver*  rraaphone 
0500  304304  or  fax 
01442  888145  (9am- 
8pm  Mon-Frt,  9am- 
550pm  Sax,  10am- 
5pm  Sun).  Delivery 
charges  from  £355. 
Part  of  DSG  Retail  ltd. 
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Br  Mark  Henderson 

cSL??"8  “  ^amto-idge, 
Guildford  and  Woking  ran 
expect  to  live  nearly  seven 
Wars  longer  than  those  in 
■  iris  of  Manchester  and 
1  Liverpool  researchers  have 
found. 

England's  longest-lived 
Wfojen  —  from  Bromley  in 
London  and  Dorset 
—  nave  a  life  expectancy  four 
■  years  greater  than  in 
Manchester  and  Liverpool. 

The  xtudy  in  the  Journal  of 
Epidemiology  &  Community 
Health  shows  that  the  five 
poorest  health  authorities  in 
Britain  record  the  shortest 
male  longevity.  life  expectan¬ 
cy  has  risen  much  faster  in 
wealtlty  parts  of  the  country, 
while  in  inner  London  it  has 
increased  at  a  rate  well  below 
the  national  average. 

The  report’s  authors.  Veena 
Soni  Raleigh  and  Victor  Kiri  of 
the  University  of  Surrey,  sug¬ 
gest  that  more  suicides, 
murders  and  accidental 
JfUths.  including  drug  over¬ 
doses.  among  male  residents 
h  of  deprived  areas  are  to  blame, 

\  along  with  higher  rates  of 
ji  heart  disease  and  lung  cancer. 
t  They  plan  further  research, 
i  Men  in  Cambridge  ran 
J>  expect  to  live  to  an  average  of 
76  years  and  seven  months. 

!  against  a  national  average  of 
•  .  74  years  one  month.  Men 
living  in  Manchester.  En¬ 
gland’s  poorest  health  author¬ 
ity.  have  a  life  expectancy  of  69 
years  II  months.  Women  live 
(XV  average  to  81  years  five 

^Stroke  risk 
slight  for 
women  on 
the  Pill 

By  Ian  Murray 
» 

THREE  women  in  100.000  on 
the  Pfll  have  a  very  slightly 
increased  risk  of  thrombosis 
compared  with  women  not 
using  oral  contraceptives,  ac¬ 
cording  to  research  carried 
out  in  five  European  coun¬ 
tries  including  Britain.  That 
number  would  be  reduced  if 
doctors  avoid  prescribing  the 
Pill  to  women  with  high  ; 
blood  pressure  or  other  evi¬ 
dence  of  heart  disease. 

JHie  research,  published  to-  i 
d3>  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  involved  women 
aged  between  16  and  44, 220  of 
whom  had  suffered  a  stroke 
and  775  who  had  not.  They 
had  been  on  the  Pill  for  at 
least  three  months. 

The  researchers  found  a 
risk  of  a  stroke  for  women  on 
the  Pill  but  that  is  small 
because  the  illness  affects  so 
few  in  this  age  group. 
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What’s  safe  to 


on 


where  you  are 

By-Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


Lift  in  [in  i  an  i 
Rank  Health  authority  3992-4 

1  Cambridge  7S.6  744 

a  West  Sum*  764  742  ' 

3  East  Surrey  76J2  7&4 

4  Barnet  7B.O  7-»  o 

8  Dorset  7M  ‘.  tIS 

9  Bromley  73.7  «« 

14  North  Essex  •  755  735  ' 

48  South  Cheshire  744  790 

®5  Le®da  735  73_2 

89  Kensington.  CMsea  *-■ 

and  Westminster  73.5  y,  1 

76  Walsall  7M  70S 

88  South  BlnrtngHrtn  .  72.6  Tag 

95  5t  Helens  and  KnowsJw  724  ran 

97  Sunderland  '  T?  1  wb 

VBSt  PBnrtna  724  70.6 

"Jj*  Camden  end  Islington  715  709 

10Z  Southeast  London  71.7  70  7 

103  East  London  and  ttta  CHy  71.7  705 

104  Liverpool  71^  695 

105  Manchester  695  695 

Errand  (Average).  744  724 


Life  expectancy 

In  years 

755-76.6 

745-754 

735-73.4 

725 


Rank  tteatBi  iretfareRy  .V 

1  Bromtar  &L4  79.6 

'  2  Dowel  -  ■  Si-S&A  795 

3  Cambridge  -  ..-  -  Qjj.  79.7 

♦  West  Surrey  ;  v  .  ttt  .f  785 

'9  Sereet':  :  ' • .  '50 5.  794 

12  East  Surrey  ^805  785 

28  North  Ess*.  ._■•  --804'. >  785  . 

29  KerisIngtto.  CttelseBL  /  S04r. .  78.7 

and.WBEtjnfnstBf  - 

S3  Leeds  '  .>95  775 

55  South  Cheshire  79A  775 

69  South  BMr#n:  .  •  -795  775 

72  Camden  end  taSngtbty..  ■;  785  77.7 

82. Southeast  London •  784  77.7 

88  WeisaB  •  -  ..  •  v  784,  784 

91  EettLondcKuandthecny  784  774 

im  WestPurmtoe  .  .  iTz.?  7612 

102  St  Helens  and  Knowslejr  77.6  764 

103  Sunderland  r.  774  765 

104  Uvetpobl ...  .  > '  ...775  ?RG 

105  Manchester' .  "•  76.T  \  754 

-  En^aod  lAkarage).  7g5,  .  775 


L  M. 


vv/ 


.•  -Life  expectancy 

wswte  ■  .1 

8805-81.4  ■  r- 
795-804  ,  -  I 
785-78.4  .... 
765-774  . 
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months  in  Bromley  and  Dor¬ 
set,  but  to  76  years  and  eight 
months  in  Manchester.  The 
national  average  Is  79  years 
six  months. 

East  and  West  Surrey.  Bar- 
net  and  Solihull  also  score 
well  for  male  longevity,  with 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  East 
London  and  the  City,  south¬ 
east  London,  and  Camden  and 
Islington  at  the  foot  of  the 
table.  Bromley  and  Dorset  are 
followed  by  Cambridge.  West 
Surrey  and  Exeter  ana  North 


Devon  in  die  women's  table, 
with  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  joined  by  Sunder¬ 
land,  St  Helens  and  Knows- 
ley,  and  West  Pennine  at  the 
bottom. 

The  five  authorities  with  the 
lowest  male  life  expectancy 
come  lowest  an  the  Jarman 
index  of  social  deprivation, 
used  by  the  NHS  to  allocate 
funds  to  GPs.  Bromley,  West 
Surrey,  East  Surrey  and  Soli¬ 
hull  are  all  among  the  least 
deprived  health  authorities. 


Cell  transplant  to 
foetus  developed 

By  Ian  Murray,  medical  correspondent 


TRANSPLANTS  in  the  womb 
can  cure  common,  inherited 
blood  diseases.  The  relatively 
simple  technique  has  to  be 
carried  out  on  foetuses  aged 
between  12  and  15  weeks  in 
order  to  prevent  rejection. 

The  diseases  are  genetic  dis¬ 
orders  of  the  red  blood  cells 
that  cause  anaemia  and  pain¬ 
ful  crises-  when,  they  cannot 
deliver  oxygen  properly  to  the 
body.  Sufferers  may  require 
hundreds  of  blood  trans¬ 
fusions  throughout  their  lives. 

The  disorders,  which  in¬ 
dude  sickle  oeD  anaemia  and 
thalassaemia,  can  be  diag¬ 
nosed  at  about  the  twelfth 
week  of  pregnancy  but  until 
now  no  treatment  has  been  av¬ 
ailable.  Researchers  at  Not¬ 
tingham  University  who  have 
been  studying  primitive  blood- 
forming  cells  discovered  some 
that  can  be  used  for  transplan¬ 
tation  into  an  affected  foetus. 

These  “stem  ceils”  have  the 
rapadty  to  produce  red  blood 


cells  almost  exclusively  and 
are  therefore  uniquely  suitable 
for  transplantation  into  a  foe¬ 
tus  affected  with  a  disorder. 

Ultrasound  is  used  to  guide 
a  fine  needle  through  the 
mother’s  abdomen  and  into 
tire  abdomen- of  the  foetus, 
where  a  small  volume  of  cells 
is  injected.  So  far  only  30 . 
babies  worldwide  "have  been 
treated  this  way  and  there 
have  been  remarkable  suc¬ 
cesses,  although  further  re¬ 
search  will  be  neded. 

Rhodri  Jones,  who  heads 
the  research  team,  will  de¬ 
scribe  the  operation  today  to 
tile  British  Society  for  Immu¬ 
nology  congress  in  Brighton. 
’'The  foetus  does  not  develop  a 
folly  competent  immune  sys¬ 
tem  until  after  15  weeks,  so 
even  a  mismatched  tissue  can 
be  transplanted  without  rejec¬ 
tion  occurring,"  he  says. 
“Most  importantly  treatment 
can  be  offered  before  any 
damage  has  occurred." 


Dr  Soni  Raleigh  said  the 
report  showed  a  growing  gap 
between  the  quality  and 
length  of  life  of  those  living  in 
wealthy  and  poor  areas.  “The  . 
life  expectancy  variations  are 
widening,"  she  said.  “The 
most  deprived  areas  today  are' 
still  below  what  was  recorded 
in  the  most  affluent  areas  ten. 
years  ago.” 

She  raid  women  lived  long¬ 
er  than  men  in  all  areas,  but 
that  the  difference  was  most 
marked  in  poor  health  au¬ 


thorities.  “Men  in  deprived 
areas' are  much  less  well  than 
.  women,”  she  said.  . 

Richard  Smith,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  publishing  group, 
said  the  figures  corresponded 
to-  evidence  that  men  living  in 
poor  communities  were  at 
highest  risk  of  dying  from 
accidents,  suicide  or  violent 
crime.  . including  drug 

overdoses.  . , 

“We-  are  seeing  external 
factors  whirii  have  particular 


effects  in  men,"  Dr  Smith  said. 
He  added  .that  the  report- 
indicated  1 hat  health  educa¬ 
tion  messages  were  no  t  getting 
through  ter  the  poorest,  with 
poor  diet  and  heavy  smoking 
and  drinking  causing  above- 
average  levels  of. lung  cancer 
and  heart  disease. 

He  said  that  squalid  council 
housing,  was  a  major  factor 
behind  foe  figures,  explaining 
tiie  much  larger  number  of 
winter  deaths  -  recorded  in 
Britain. 


'  DIETARY  •  guidelines  is¬ 
sued  by  ofilda]  sources  are 
confusing,  contradictory 
and  may  often.,  give  bad 
advice,  according  to  a  pres¬ 
sure  group  dedicated  to  the 
pleasures  of  food  arid  drink. 

A  study  7  carried  out  by 
.Arise-  (Associates  for  Re¬ 
search  into  the  Science  of 
Enjoyment,  looked  at  di¬ 
etary  guidelines  across  21' 
countries  and  found  huge 
variations'  in.  reopnunended 
food  allowances. 

.  While  the -'World  Health 
Organisation  recommends 
a  maximum  of  ten  eggs  a 
week,  the  Departmoit  of 
Health’s  Committee  on 
;  Medical  Aspects  of  Food 
PoCcy  has  recommended 
only  one  and. the  British 
Heart  Foundation  four. 

Rerfirmru-nHartnTic  about 
alcohol  vary  equally  widely. 
France  tops  the  table,  recom- 
mending  a  maximum  intake 
Tor  men  of  60  grams  a  day 
(seven  to  eight  glasses  of 
wine),  while  Sweden  puts 
the  figure,  at  less  than  one 
glass  of  wine  a  day.  Britain 
comes  in  tbe  middle  of  this 
table,  at  four  glasses  a  day 
for  men  ”  and  three  for 
women.  Germany  makes  no 
recommendations  at  all 
Advice  on-salt  reflects  a 
similar  confusion.  Ger¬ 
many,  at  the  top.  suggests  a 
maximum  of  10  g  a  day 
while  Sweden^  at  the  bot- 
:  tom,  suggests  2  g.  .  Poland, 


which  considers  salt  a  good 
thing,  recommends  a  mini¬ 
mum' of  1.44  g  a  day  and  sets 
do  maximum.  The  British 
advice  is  a  maximum  of  6  g. 

Arise  is  an  international 
group  of  researchers  united 
by  the  belief  that  food  and 
drink  should  be  enjoyed,  not 
treated  as  a  guilty  indul¬ 
gence.  It  is  co-ordinaied  by 
Professor  David  Warburton 
of  the  University  of  Reading 
and  makes  no  secret  of  the 
fact  that  it  redeyes  funding 
from  food,  drink  and  tobac¬ 
co  companies. 

The  new  report  concen¬ 
trates  on  a  range  of  food¬ 
stuffs  that  have  been  subject 
to  dietary  advice  around  the 
world. 

Professor  Warburton 
rays:  “Dietary  guidelines 
claim  to  be  based  on  sdentif-  - 
ic  evidence  which  does  no*, 
recognise  international 
boundaries,  yet  a  compari¬ 
son  of  guidelines  around  the 
world  shows  them  to  be  so 
different  as  to  appear 
arbitrary." 

The  report  does  not  ad¬ 
dress  the  question  of  beef, 
since  this  has  not  been  the 
subject  of  dietary  advice  in 
most  countries.  But  Profes¬ 
sor  Warburton  said  that  an 
earlier  survey  by  Arise  had 
shown  that  85  per  cent  of 
respondents  were  aware  of 
tiie  alleged  risks  of  red  meat 
ami  a  quarter  said  they  felt 
guilty  about  eating  it 
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A  Compaq  Armada  notebook  is  the  ideal  solution  for 
business  on  the  inoveCNow  you  can  buy  a  Compaq  Armada 
1540D  for  just  £t,44?J>0  (ex.VA'O  or  £2^0Z58  ( me. VAT % 
Highly  competitive  features  include  150MHz  Pentium*' 
processor  ,with_MMX7“  technology,  16MK  RAM,  2.1GB 
__  Haird  Disdc,  12-1”  STN  screen,  20  x  CD-ROM 
A  and  lithium  Ion  battery.  Arid  we've  gone"  one 
\Jy~y  stepbrother  -with  25%  off  a  pack  of  options 
nidudmg  an  eatia  Othinm  fori  battery  as  well 


as  a  Global  33.6  Telephony  Modem  PC  Card  and  suitably 
tough  and  businesslike  cany  case.  Call  us  for  more  advice 
and  die  latest  Compaq  qfe?  to  help  your  business  grow. 
YouS  find  weTIgo  the  extra  mile  for  you. 

To  go-fowfier  with  Compaq,  call  os  today  on; 


.  Oflfer^ends  ^stDeocsnberl997. 

‘  .  -  •  ‘  -  -  1 

'•  lines  open  8am-&TO~Moa  tofe;  I0wn-4mnStf  and  Sim.  Local  call  rate. 


COMPAQ. 


Opdooa  pack  O&r  price  b  £JS9 &W(£RH3}lBcVKri.Na(n8pdoebl£MS  eabUKrU^tfiai  mBVXrin^qD^nt7^BB^lPte*^«MiBcaintaeafgiifagni{nBt.ftksqMMi«fiB.lBAiaad»tS4dCX 
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FREE 
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PACKARD  BELL 

166MHz  Pentium  Processor 
with  MMX™  Technology: 

16Mb  RAM.  2Gb  hard  disk.  256k  cache  memoiy 
20  speed  multimedia  with  sub-woofer.  2Mb 
graphics  card.  56k  data/fax  modem  with 
speakerphone.  14"  monitor.  MODEL:  Pulsar  i6. 


PRINTER* 
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APRICOT 


2D0MHz  Pentium1  Processor  with  MMX"*  ledmafogy 
16Mb  RAM.  2.1Gb  hard  disk. 

256k  cache  memory.  16  speed  rmdtimetfia.  33.6Kbps 
data/fax/voice  modem.  14"  monitor. 

MODEL  MS540  F200. 


PACKARD  BELL  PRINTER"  I  I  APRICOT 


PACKARD  BELL 

166MHz  Pentium*  Processor 
with  MMX™  Technology. 

16Mb  RAM.  2Gb  hard  disk.  256k  cache 
memory.  20  speed  multimedia.  1  Mb  PCI 
graphics  card. 

FREE  over  £1000  worth  of  software.* 

Was  £14-99.  £1099.  MODEL:  9029. 
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200MHz  PanfiM'  Prtxx* 
■dth  MMX  Seduralogf. 

16Mb  RAM.  2Gb  hard  owl 
256k  cache  nwmray. 

16  Speed  Multimedia, 
33.6Kbps  data/tax  modem. 
MODEL-  Pavilion  3130. 


HEWLETT  PACKARD  NEW  I  HEWLETT  PACKARD  EnaiiiLi 
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UMBtaPuttanr  Processor 
wfth  MMXRtdmatogf 
32U>  MIL « JO)  bad  iek  256k  rarte 
mennny.  24  speed  nukimedia. 

3*  ATI  Rage  3B  graphics.  56k 
data/laz  modem  ndh  speakerphone  Owr  30  top 
stftam  titles.  Wfas£1799.  MODEL  P&®»  8165. 


SAVE  £100 


SAV^200 

UNBEATABLE  SERVICE 

FROM  BRITAIN'S  BIGGEST  COMPUTER  SUPERSTORE 


WE'LL  INSTALL  YOUR 
NEW  PC  AND  GET  YOU  GOING 


YOUR  NEW  PC  CAN  BE 
INSTALLED  AND  SET  UP 
IN  YOUR  HOME  OR 
OFFICE  BY  ONE  OF  OUR 


Well  check  your  PC  is 
correctly  set  up  and 
working  and  we’d 
demonstrate  the  basic 
functions  of  your  new  PC 
for  you. 


ALL  PCs  WE  SELL  ARE  GUARANTEED  YEAR  2000  COMPLIANT 

BRITISH  STANDARD  PD2000-2 


FREE  ' 
PRINTER 


PACKARD  BELL  prInthr'  |  PACKARD  BELL  PRINTER' 


SjiPSjpCS 


11449 


FREE 

VIDEOPHONE 

CAMERA 

worth  €199 


Allows  you  to  see 
and  talk  to  friends, 
family,  and 
conduct  business 
conferences  all  via 
yourT*C  ' 


COLOUR  INKJET 
PRINTER 


5 


1 


SAV^lOO 

‘NOTHING  TO  PAY  UNTIL  SEPTEMBER  1998  ON  ALL  PCS 


Pay  n4  deposit  then  nothing  far  the  deferred  period  indicated  with  the  product  You  can  then  repay 
the  ban  m  hit  ffneres  tree  or  by  monthly  instalments  when  interest  nil  be  dvnged  at  an  APR  of 
295^  from  the  dare  of  the  agreement.  TypKal  example;  Cash  pnce . 

El  BOO  nc  1ML  Nfl  deposit  and  loan  amount  of  EtSOO  No  payment 
for  9  months  then  either  settle  the  balance  in  fiil.  (total  amount 
payable  £18001  No  interest  011  37  equal  monthly  payments  by  <Srea 
debs  of  E90.43  Octal  amount  payable  E33453I  t  SUUECT  TO  SOOUS. 


PACKARD  BELL 

233MHz  Intel  PentiuuiBll  Processor. 
32Mb  SyncDRAM.  4.3Gb  hard  disk. 

512k  cache  memory.  24  speed  multimedia 
and  subwoofer.  4Mb  Matrox  Mystique  3D 
Graphics  card.  56k  modem  with 
speakerphone.  14"  monitor. 

MODEL- Pulsar  24.- 


I  OVER  £1000  WORTH  I 
1  OF  SOFTWARE* 


*9.5% 

(VARIABLE) 


FOR  YOUR 
NEAREST  STORE 


BIRMINGHAM 
JUNCTION  «  OFF  MG 
BRISTOL 
CANTERBURY 
.  CAS  131  FT 


COLCHESTER  GATESHEAD  ‘  LIVERPOOL 

COVENTRY  GLASGOW  MANCHESTER 

DERBY  *  HUDDERSFIELD  MERRY  HttlrOUDLfY 
DONCASTER  HULL  ■  NORTH  SHIELDS 

EAST  KILBRIDE  .  LEEDS  NORTHAMPTON 


NOTTINGHAM 

PETERBOROUGH 

PLYMOUTH 

POOLE 

PORTSMOUTH 
MBRM  .  . 


SHEFFIELD 
■  SLOUGH 
SOUTHAMPTON 
SPROCERELD 
STOCKPORT 

...  SIOW.  ‘  . 


LONDONAREA 


BRENTFORD 

CROYDON 


GUILDFORD 

UUC^IOE 


CANTERBURY 

OPENS  9am 


ithk  unroniY 


ran 

THE  COMPUTER  SUPFRexnttE 


Freestyle  SO 

oc:  dlec  ?  ToiepMcr-e 


Swatch  DECT 

ccrdiess  ieiep.^cne  j^y 

•v*  ^  i 


lT^ 


.„'t^ 

:  'STv  •* ; 
~»:£U -i 


V'"". 


,V  7«-J 


r  r  ^» 


*3:;7  ; 


lij*  ’•V 

f*.  : 


-  T*  -  ' 

-  ‘V  •  , 

'  •  -i] 


V~! 


:  “rxifyty 


'«&***$, 
r'T’^'iS: i;-'i 

*gkv|.  «*c>  ••.■' 


•'‘■“.y  v-* ; 


/-  ' 

■<*  •>♦  . 


W>\$<  **  -Vh 

A'#/.  *  :.&>- 

?£T  tvr%'  v  ..??*■>  •■'=;•<  -v. 

.  ..V  .  .V.7  >  ••?  '  -I?,.  v-VL 


:v;.v>-.v'  ■:'■;*.“.*■*  *. 

.  4>  ,  ■  \  «  t '  '  v  ;  ■  •  **  * '  ‘  ^  *  .  f  :  *  .  .  f 

y^-zv  •  v 


•;  -•:•  ' 


>•'  T?' '■.-•■■■  V-m.'  **f ~  *•'•-' : 

:•  • -'•  v-^*  -;  nvvv;v- 


:V**V:  !i"< 


y;,wa.ny  entry'  towns 
f^.V  a.s-yo u  like, 


■A.'-1 


r  • ,  JHE  TrMEs  sATTIRr>AY  DECEMBER  moor 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  5 1997 


EDUCATION  BILL  13 


— ^  - — - I^lJUJL  1 J 

t entral  Powers  will  be  key  to  long-term  school  reform 
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“biSSSJS  By  any  yardstick,  the  Bill  is  the  most  ambitious  recasting  of  state  education  since  1988,  says  John  O’Leary 
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concerned  about  standards  ,CTn  centralising  measure,  designed  to  free  marketeers  and  supporters  of 

Feu-  of  the  respondents  will  «*»  ^  mmjstei?  *e  ]<fvers  °f  power  grant-maintained  schools.  Even 

an  immediate  chanw  in  rt,«vJ5P  over  sc|109,s  fas  prede-  the  education  action  zones,  which 


^mediate  change  in  their  chti- 
drens  schook  as  a  result  of  yester- 

nfLS|7??°  Srandar^s  BiU,  for  all 
ofus  IZS  dauses.  But  the  legislation 
ffluld  change  the  shape  of  stett 

eduranon  ,n  the  longer  term 

Davtd  Blunkett,  L  Scation 


cessors  have  lacked. 

Although  intervention  is  still  to 
be  “in  inverse  proportion  to  suc¬ 
cess",  schools  that  are  deemed  to  be 
coasting,  as  well  as  those  that  are 
failing,  will  attract  the  attention  of 
their  focal  authority  or  even  central 


the  education  action  zones,  which 
are  to  be  testbeds  of  innovation  in 
areas  of  social  disadvantage  and 
educational  failure,  cany  echoes  of 
the  1960s,  when  the  more  limbed 
Education  Priority  Areas  were  the 
chosen  panaceas. 

Whether  the  Bill  amounts  to  die 


Action  zones  and 
‘superheads’ to 

tackle  failure 


“historic  settlement"  to  replace  the 
1944  Education  Act  claimed  by 
Stephen  Byers,  the  School  Stan¬ 
dards  Minister,  will  depend  on 
how  the  new  powers  are  exercised. 

The  action  zones,  for  example, 
will  cover  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  En¬ 
gland  but  their  influence  could  be 
enormous  if  freeing  schools  from 
the  national  curriculum  and  alter¬ 
ing  teachers’  pay  and  conditions 
produce  better  results.  In  the  short 


term,  outside  grant-maintained 
schools,  the  requirement  for  par¬ 
ents  to  sign  home-school  agree¬ 
ments  and  the  use  of  detailed  tar¬ 
gets  to  monitor  schools’  perform¬ 
ance  will  be  the  most  obvious 
changes  on  the  ground.  Most 
grammar  schools  should  have  little 
te  fear  from  ballots  that  can  only  be 
called  by  20  per  cent  of  parents  at 
feeder  primary  schools. 

The  125  clauses  of  the  Bill  contain 


many  overdue  changes,  such  as  the 
creation  of  a  stronger  role  for  par¬ 
ents  and  a  more  manageable  sys- 
tem  to  get  incompetent  teachers  out 
of  the  classroom.  By  any  yardstick, 
it  is  the  most  ambitious  recasting  of 
state  education  since  1988. 

Almost  ail  the  question  marks 
surround  the  wav  in  which  local 
education  authorities  respond  to 
what  Mr  Blunkett  calls  their  “new 
job  description  ^  as  the  guardians  of 


EDUCATION  action  antes 
.  run  by  private  companies  and 
“superheads"  paid  up  to 
£100.000  a  year  could  be  the 
testbeds  for  a  deregulated 
stale  education  system,  minis¬ 
ters  said  yesterday  as  the}' 
launched  the  biggest  schools 
reform  for  almost  a  decade. 

An  initial  25  action  zones, 
covering  areas  of  social  disad¬ 
vantage  and  educational 
underperformance,  will  each 
receive  extra  funding  of 
£500,000  and  have  priority  in 
a  range  of  government  initia¬ 
tives.  Schools  will  be  able  to 
opt  out  of  the  national  curricu- 
lom  and  agreements  an  teach¬ 
ers'  pay  and  conditions. 

Da  rid  Blunkett,  the  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Employment  Secre¬ 
tary.  said  clusters  of  not  more 
than  20  schools  would  spawn 
fresh  ideas  and  flexible  ap¬ 
proaches  to  education.  “No 
doubt  experience  in  education 
action  zones  will  have  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  education  service 
as  a  whole." 

The  initiative  marked  a 
further  stage  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  move  away  from  polit¬ 
ical  and  educational  dogma. 
Bids  to  run  action  zones  will  be 
accepted  from  private  com¬ 
panies.  community  groups 
and  consortiums  of  schools 
acting  withoul  the  approval  of 
their  local  authority,  as  well  as 
from  the  authorities  them¬ 
selves. 

Stephen  Byers,  the  School 
Standards  Minister,  said  the 
zones  might  form  the  basis  for 
“a  new  deal  for  the  teaching 

Brofession"  based  on  more 
evible  working  arrange- 


John  O’Leary 
reports  on 
the  School 
Standards  Bill 
and  *a  new  deal 
for  teachers’ 

ments.  “They  will  be  pilots  to 
see  what  works  and  what  does 
not"  he  said. 

The  221-page  School  Stan¬ 
dards  Bill  puts  into  effect  a 
range  of  measures.  They  in¬ 
clude  the  abolition  of  grant- 
maintained  schools,  which 
will  be  given  the  option  of  be¬ 
coming  “foundation  schools" 
with  local  authority  represen¬ 
tation  on  their  governing  bod¬ 
ies  and  shared  responsibility 
for  admissions  policies. 

Comprehensive  schools  will 
be  barred  from  selecting  part 
af  their  intake  an  academic 
ability  but  grammar  schools 
will  survive  unless  parents 
from  their  feeder  primary 
schools  vote  to  end  selection. 

Church  schools,  which  re¬ 
sisted  the  Government’s  origi¬ 
nal  proposals,  will  become 
“aided  schools”,  while  local 
authority  schools  will  be  re¬ 
named  “community  schools". 
Local  authorities  will  be  given 
new  powers  to  monitor  stan¬ 
dards.  agreeing  annual  tar¬ 
gets  for  all  stare  schools  in 
their  area  and  overseeing  ad¬ 
missions  policies.  The  Gov¬ 


ernment  will  acquire  new 
powers  to  take  over  “failing" 
local  authorities  and  will  be 
able  to  order  them  to  contract 
out  services  that  are  consid¬ 
ered  inadequate.  The  authori¬ 
ties.  which  will  include 
parental  representatives  for 
the  first  time,  will  be  required 
to  delegate  more  money  to 
schools  in  the  new  year. 

The  legislation  also  gives 
ministers  power  to  dose  fail¬ 
ing  schools,  reopening  them 
under  a  new  name  and  with 
new  leadership  to  give  them  a 
“fresh  start".  Incompetent 
teachers  in  all  stale  schools 
will  be  subject  to  new.  faster 
dismissal  procedures. 

Local  authorities  will  be 
expected  to  issue  warning 
notices  to  schools  found  to  be 
underperforming,  even  if  their 
results  appear  respectable. 
Those  which  do  not  improve 
could  be  taken  over  by  the 
authority,  which  could  ap¬ 
point  additional  governors. 

The  Liberal  Donocrats  said 
the  plans  for  education  action 
zones  were  exciting  but  said 
ministers  should  go  a  step 
farther  and  impose  them  in 
the  place  of  failing  local  educa¬ 
tion  authorities. 

Head  teachers  agreed  action 
zones  were  an  "exciting  idea" 
for  a  few  failing  schools.  But 
David  Hart,  general  secretary 
of  the  National  Association  of 
Head  Teachers,  added:  "The 
vast  majority  of  the  schools 
which  will  be  in  education 
action  zones  . . .  need  support, 
not  fancy  remedies  such  as 
•superheads’  or  talking  shops 
disguised  as  forums.” 


Peter  Clark,  the  head  who  was  drafted  in  to  save  the  Ridings  School  in  Halifax.  It  needs  a  "light  touch",  he  said 

Changes  will  not  be  a  ‘quick  fix’ 


Bv  David  Charter 
EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 

SUCCESSFUL  head  teachers  will  be 
able  to  become  leaders  of  Education 
Action  Zones  with  control  of  up  to  20 
schools  and  a  salary  of  £100,000. 

These  “superheads"  would  be  expected 
to  work  dosdy  with  all  the  head  teachers 
in  the  zone  and  direct  the  annual  budget 
of  up  to  £500.000. 

Local  education  authorities  or  a  local 
business  will  also  be  able  to  nominate  the 
director  of  the  zone,  who  would  effect¬ 
ively  replace  the  council  chief  education 
officer.  The  director  will  still  be  expected 
to  work  dosdy  with  the  toed  authority. 


But  he  or  she  will  be  directed  by  groups 
on  the  zone  forum,  which  could  indude 
businesses,  faith  groups,  community 
organisations  and  the  Training  and 
Enterprise  Council. 

Leading  head  teachers  said  yesterday 
that  "superheads”  should  not  be  seen  asa 
quick  fix  for  failing  schools  but  would 
have  to  work  on  long-term  development 

William  Atkinson,  the  head  who 
helped  to  rescue  Phoenix  High  School  in 
West  London  from  failure,  said:  "We 
want  people  who  roll  up  their  sleeves  and 
get  stuck  in,  with  buckets  of  energy  and 
dear  vision.  If  we  are  not  careful  it  could 
be  a  bureaucratic  nightmare  with  the 
various  partners  not  working  in  cohesion 


but  at  war  with  each  other." 

Peter  Clark,  who  was  drafted  in  to 
rescue  The  Ridings  School  in  Halifax 
while  staying  on  as  head  at  his  own 
schooL  Rastrick  High,  said  the  idea  of 
"superheads"  could  work  provided  they 
acted  as  “light-touch"  consultants. 

Dr  Peter  Mason,  who  was  recently 
appointed  head  of  the  four  Stamford 
independent  schools  in  Lincolnshire, 
said:  “if  you  are  going  to  influence  a 
dozen  senior  staff  across  several  schools 
so  thej’  are  going  to  raise  the  morale  of 
the  other  staff,  it  is  going  to  require  a 
tremendous  amount  of  energy  and 
commitment  and  it  is  not  going  to 
happen  overnight" 


standards.  If  they  use  their  new 
powers  io  reassert  a  degree  of  con¬ 
trol.  which  failed  in  the  1960s  and 
1970s.  the  Bill  can  only  be  a  step 
back  in  the  Government’s  educa¬ 
tion  crusade.  Although  ministers 
can  intervene,  that  would  be  a 
course  of  last  resort. 

Mr  Blunkett  acknowledged  that 
improvement  can  come  only  from 
within  schools.  He  must  be  careful 
not  to  throw  the  baby  out  with  the 
bathwater  in  trying  to  deliver  the 
Government's  promise  of  much- 
needed  educational  progress. 

Inner-city 
primaiy  is 
helped  by 
accountant 


By  David  Charter 

THE  head  of  an  inner-city 
primaiy  school  praised  by 
inspectors  raised  standards 
with  the  help  oF  her  mentor,  a 
senior  partner  in  a  firm  of 
accountants. 

Children  and  staff  at  Win- 
ton  primary  in  King’s  Cross. 
London,  are  paired  with  local 
companies  in  a  way  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  wants  to  encourage 
through  Education  Action 
Zones.  Winton  is  in  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Islington,  which  is 
likely  to  be  considered  for 
action-zone  status. 

Three  quarters  of  the  child¬ 
ren  receive  free  school  meals 
because  they  come  from  low- 
income  families  and  fewer 
than  half  speak  English  when 
they  arrive.  The  school  was 
praised  as  “a  stimulating 
place  where  children  respond 
in  an  excellent  way". 

lane  Fulford.  the  head 
teacher,  said  the  school  bene¬ 
fited  from  its  own  links  with 
local  businesses  and  would 
welcome  extra  freedom  to 
concentrate  on  key  areas 
which  the  zone  system  would 
allow.  It  had  been  able  to  start 
raising  standards  using 
money  from  various  funds  to 
give  children  with  special 
needs  individual  attention, 
another  aim  of  action  zones. 

“My  mentor,  a  senior  part¬ 
ner  at  KPMG.  has  been 
fantastic,"  Mrs  Fulford  said. 
”We  talk  through  all  the 
challenges  facing  a  head,  like 
school  development  plan¬ 
ning,  appraising  staff  and 
budgeting.  Our  appraisal  sys¬ 
tem  has  been  made  much 
more  effective  since  I  have 
looked  at  the  business 
approach." 
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The  media  under  surveillance 


Valerie  Elliott  visits  the  government 
unit  that  is  keeping  a  24-hour 
watch  on  the  nation’s  news  output 


ALL  new  Whitehall  press  offi¬ 
cers  are  to  experience  the 
hothouse  of  government  by 
working  for  a  period  at  the 
new  media  monitoring  unit. 

The  unit  opened  this  week, 
offering  ministers  and  govern¬ 
ment  departments  a  24-hour 
run-down  of  breaking  news 
and  a  digest  of  the  newspa¬ 
pers.  This  fast  service  aims  to 
enable  departments  to  rebut 
rogue  stories  and  to  proride 
swift  briefings  for  ministers, 
manv  of  whom  had  com¬ 
plained  that  the  Government 
press  service  was  nor  as  eff¬ 
icient  as  the  Labour  Party 
operation  at  Mi II bank. 

in  a  small  office  on  the 
eighth  floor  of  the  Central 
Office  of  Information  building 
near  Waterloo  station,  about 
eight  staff  are  providing  a  24- 
hour  service  by  working  a 
three-shift  system.  It  may  not 
be  the  most  glamorous  job  in 
Whitehall,  but  they  say  that 
they  enjoy  the  buzz  of  "being 
first  withthe  news". 

The  staff  are  monitoring  a 
bank  of  ten  television  screens 
showing  BBC1.  BBC‘2.  1T\ . 


Channel  4.  Channel  5,  News 
24  hours.  CNN.  Sky.  Ceefax 
and  Teletext.  Each  channel  is 
being  recorded  on  video  tapes 
that  "will  be  stored  for  two 
weeks  before  being  reused. 
Radio  news  bulletins  and 
news  and  current  affairs  pro¬ 
grammes  such  as  Radio  4‘s 
fiyiay  and  The  World  Af  One 
are  also  recorded. 

An  overnight  review  of 
papers  is  faxed  to  each  depart¬ 
mental  head  of  information  by 
6am.  Mike  Grannatt.  head  of 
the  Government  Information 
and  Communications  Ser¬ 
vices.  said  that  it  had  aiready 
enabied  him  to  correct  early 
morning  radio  and  television 
bulletins. 

A  team  of  volunteers  has 
been  recruited  to  staff  the  unit 
for  a  pilot  rhree-monrh  period. 
Permanent  staff  are  expected 
to  be  recruited  in  February. 

After  only  four  days  in 
operation  the  unit  has  yet  to 
prove  its  worth.  The  No  10 
press  office  has  praised  the 
overnight  review  of  the  news¬ 
papers.  but  some  press  officers 
complain  that  the  unit’s  sum- 


RtCHABOPOHLE 


On  guard:  a  member  of  the  unit's  staff  monitoring  the  bank  of  television  screens 


maries  of  news  broadcasts  are 
too  long.  But  onwadvantage  is 
that  departmental  press  offi¬ 
cers  no  longer  need  remain 
glued  to  their  televisions  and 
radios  at  lunchtime.  Tne  di¬ 
gest  of  lunchtime  bulletins 


was  faxed  to  each  department 
at  1.45pm  yesterday. 

Ministers  are  also  booking 
specific  services.  John  Pres¬ 
con.  the  Deputy  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  who  was  in  Kyoto  for  the 
environmental  summit  yester¬ 


day.  asked  for  any  references 
to  the  summit  that  had  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  Internet.  As  he 
is  to  appear  on  Breakfast  with 
Frost  this  Sunday,  he  also 
asked  for  a  fax  to  Japan  on 
Saturday  night  with  a  digest  of  - 


Sunday  newspaper  stories. 
The  Department  of  Health 
asked  yesterday  for  details  of 
tobacco  sponsorship  stories  so 
that  it  could  brief  Tessa  Joweil. 
the  Public  Health  Minister, 
who  was  at  talks  in  Brussels. 

The  unit's  stall  were  pleased 
yesterday  to  learn  about  the 
resignation  of  Lord  Chadling- 
ton.  chairman  of  the  Royal 
Opera  Board,  before  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Culture  press 
office.  The  unit  also  informed 
the  Transport  Department 
about  the  Virgin  tram  fire  at 
Watford  that  led.  to  die  line  to 
London  Euston  being  closed. 

But  it  is  dear  that  the  news 
digests  must  be  used  swiftly 
by  departments  to  correct  any 
inaccuracies.  There  was  some 
dismay,  for  example,  that 
reports  that  750,000  savers 
would  lose  tax  relief  under  the 
new  individual  savings  ac¬ 
counts  scheme  were  not 
picked  up  earlier.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  believes  that  die  real 
number  of  savers  who  will  be 
worse  off  will  be  300XKX). 

John  O'Sullivan,  a  govern¬ 
ment  press  officer  for  50  years, 
is  on  secondment  from  file 
Crown  Prosecution  Service  as 
head  of  the  unit  His  mono  is 
“If  in  doubt,  shout".  Govern¬ 
ment  press  officers  and  civil 
servants  can  expect  the  Late- 
night  call,  and  it  might  not  be 
from  a  reporter. 


ectric  offers 

ristmas 


December 

offer  of  the 
month. 


SAVE  £45 

Black  &  Decker  KC1252CB 
12V  variable  speed  2  gear 
Cordless  Drill  with 
2  detachable  battery  packs 
and  3  hour  charger. 

(Battery  packs  £49.99  each 
when  purchased  separately;) 

Was  £124.99 

Now  £79.99 


SAVE  £10 

Dremel  Multi-Purpose  Power  Tool  3950 
with  40  accessories  and  storage  case 

Was  £89.95 

Now  £79.95 


Black  &  Decker  KC9072K  Cordless 
Screwdriver  kit  including  12  assorted] 
screwbits  and  carry  case 
(retail  price  £29.99) 

Was  £69.99 

Now  £64.99 


£64.95 

Bosch  PSB600RE 
Hammer  Drill  with  case. 

With  FREE  Do  It  All 
large  toolbox  with  tray  drawer 
(retail  price  £19.99) 


DO  IT  ALL 

LEX’S  DO  UP  BRITAIN! 


DO  IT  ALL  HELP  Li  WE  Free  help  and  advice  7  days  a  week  0800  436  436 


Offers  subject  to  avaHabflHy. 


Ministers  are 

succumbing 
to  a  rash 
of  reviews 


THE  Government  cannot 
see  a  problem  without  set¬ 
ting  up  a  review.  Getting  on 
for  a  hundred  inquiries, 
reviews  and  task  forces 
have  been  created  since  the 
election  —  and  yesterday  we 
had  fire  first  royal  commis¬ 
sion,  on  king-term  care, 
with  the  promise  also  of  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
BSE.  This  follows  the  an¬ 
nouncement  on  Monday  of 
a  commission  on  the  voting 
system  under  Lord  Jenkins 
of  HQlhead,  and  the  broad¬ 
ening  a  few  weeks  ago  of 
the  remit  of  the  NefiL  for¬ 
merly  the  Nolan,  committee 
to  cover  the  whole  area  of 
political  funding.  Govern¬ 
ment  by  review,  complain 
the  critics,  while  Whitehall 
cynics  argue  that  ministers 
only  set  up  inquiries  when 
they  know  what  wiH  be 
recommended. 

Inquiries  do  serve  a  pur¬ 
pose,  or  rather  several  pur¬ 
poses.  Typically,  they  are  set 
up  as  a  way  out  of  a 
pressing  political  problem, 
but  they  often  lead  to  un¬ 
foreseen  consequences.  The 
Nolan  committee  was  hur¬ 
riedly  created  by  John  Ma¬ 
jor  in  October  1994  after  a 
wave  of  “cash-for-ques- 
ticins"  allegations  as  a  way 
of  showing  that  public  stan¬ 
dards  in  Britain  were  gener¬ 
ally  high.  Few  Tories  then 
foresaw  how  radical  its 
proposals  would  be.  but  the 
committee  had  an  authority 
which  could  not  be 
challenged. 

Similariy.  during  the 
Ecdestone  affair,  Tony 
Blair  invoked  the  commit¬ 
tee  as  a  solution  to  every¬ 
thing  to  do  with  party 
funding.  But  in  his  haste 
new  problems  have  been 
created.  The  Government 
has  already  promised  ac¬ 
tion  —  on  banning  foreign 
donations  and  requiring 
disclosure  of  the  names  of 
donors  of  above  £5,000  — 
which  prejudges  the  Neill 
committee's  work.  Minis¬ 
ters  are  also  considering 
regional  spending  limits  in 
fire  European  elections  and 
for  fite  contest  to  become 
London's  mayor  which  cut 
cross  the  committee's  work. 

The  voting  commission  is 
a  more  calculated  political 
exercise  It  fulfills  a  pledge 
to  the  Liberal  Democrats 
and  defers  a  tricky  decision 
which  Mr  Blair  is  not  yet 
ready  to  take.  It  is  not, 
however,  just  a  delaying 
tactic.  Although  Lord  Jen¬ 
kins  and  his  hard-headed 
group  are  unlikely  to  sug¬ 


gest  anything  unacceptable 
to  Mr  Blair,  they  still  have  a 
wide  choice  of  possible  sys¬ 
tems  —  and  their  recom¬ 
mendation  may  form  the 
basis  of  a  new  consensus. 

The  Government  mainly 
uses  reviews  to  establish  the 
widest  basis  of  support  for 
controversial  changes.  Such 
inquiries  seldom  discover 
new  facts-  there  is  usually  a 
vast  weight  of  existing  evi¬ 
dence.  Their  brief  is  to  come 
up  with  practical  options 
out  of  the  many  available. 
The  Dealing  inquiry  on 
student  and  university  fi¬ 
nance  was  set  up  by  Gillian 
Shephard  with  the  backing 
of  her  then  shadow  David 
Biunkett  to  take  fire  issue 
out  of  pre-election  politics 
and  to  produce  a  long-term 
answer.  Thai  has  made  n 
less  hand  for  Mr  Biunkett  to 
push  through  his  proposals 
on  student  fees. 

Royal  Commissions  went 
out  of  fashion  during  the 
Thatcher  years.  She  and  her 
advisers  thought  they  knew 
the  answers  and  did  not 


RIDDELL 


ON  POLITICS  I 

want  the  type  of  time- 
wasting  commissions 
which  Harold  Wilson  liked 
—  though  Britain  would 
have  beat  better-off  if  some 
of  the  proposals  (for  exam¬ 
ple.  of  the  Salmon  commis¬ 
sion  on  standards  of  con¬ 
duct  in  public  life)  had  been 
implemented.  But  the  new 
one  on  long-term  care  has 
been  asked  to  report  within 
12  months  and  may  provide 
the  authority  the  good 
and  the  great  for  inevitably 
tricky  and  costly  solutions.' 

The  remit  of  the  proposed 
BSE  inquiry  is  still  undear. 
No  one  wants  a  repeat  of 
the  sprawling  Scott  investi¬ 
gation.  Is  'foe  aim  of  any 
inquiry  to  be  primarily  his¬ 
torical'—  identifying  what 
went  wrong,  why  and 
when?  There  are  dangers  in 
trying  to  hunt  for  the  guilty. 
There  is  also  fire  possibility 
of  compensation  for  victims 
of  CJD,  and  therefore  ques¬ 
tions  of  immunity. 

In  the  end,  however  much 
reviews  and  inquiries  may 
shape,  and  take  forward, 
the  public  debate  on  tricky 
issues,  they  are  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  politicians  them¬ 
selves  taking  tough 
decisions. 

Peter  Riddell 


No  Money  To  Feed  The  ChUdren 
No  Money  To  Heat  The  Orphanages 

Bulgaria  is  a  country  in  the  midst  of  a  serious  . 

crisis.  Unless  urgent  help  is  sent,  thousands  of  children  will 
suffer  taribly  this  winter. 

There  is  little  money  to  heal  the  oiphanages.  • 
Orphanage  Directors  are  having  to  beg  for  food  from  local 
villages  and  rarely  know  where  the  next  meal  is  coming . 
from:  In  somcarcas  children,  like  Yondan,  are  going  ftmigiy 
and  the  cold  could  prove  fatal  for  many  children  this  winter 
Without  aid  this  could  be  catastrophic  for  Bulgaria’s 
orphanage  children. 

The  European  Children’s  Trust,  sister  charity  of  The 
Romanian  Orphanage  Trust,  is  ready  to  distribute  emergency 
food  packs,  clothes  and  fuel  to  the  orphanages  in  mast  need. 

Yonr  gift  today  wffl  save  lives  and  bring  hope. 


I 


aweekorbtaS^m 


I 


Plense  send  whatever  you  can  to  help  children 
survive  (lie  winter  or  call  01273  299390  NOW 


■  -i^f  £ — BulSarian  orphanage  children.  Cbw 
I  rn®  twopean  Children  &  Tiusl  Or  debit  my*  Acce&s/VisafQ 


Card  no.  _ 


|  Signature. 
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-Expiry  dale. 


Address _ _ 


-Date. 


-Postcode. 


ITWepbooe  no. _ _ 

.  Return  ta:  Taayi  Barron.  (TB>.  Bulgaria 
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*  No.  1048737 


Hoaso  act  NOW  -  winter  is  comine 
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Sinn  Fein  MPs 
to  challenge 
Speaker’s  ruling 


ROBIN  MAYES 


By  Nicholas  Watt 

political  correspondent 

GERRY  ADAMS  and  Martin 
McGuinness  are  to  challenge 
the  Speaker  in  Europe  after 
sne  confirmed  her  decision  to 
ban  them  from  the  Palace  of 
Westminster. 

After  a  30-minute  meeting 
with  Betty  Booth royd  yester¬ 
day,  Sinn  Fein's  two  MPs 
denounced  her  ruling  as  “un¬ 
democratic"  and  vowed  to  take 
their  case  to  the  European 
Courr  of  Justice. 

Miss  Boothroyd  vigorously 
defended  her  decision,  saying 
that  Mr  Adams  and  Mr 
McGuinness  had  excluded 
themselves  from  the  Com¬ 
mons  by  refusing  to  swear  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Queen.  In  a  statement  to  the 
Commons,  she  said  that  they 
were  demanding  “associate 
membership"  of  the  House. 
“Such  a  status  does  not  exist. 
There  is  no  halfway  house." 

Two  weeks  after  the  general 
election.  Ms  Boothroyd  barred 
Mr  Adams,  the  MP  for  West 
Belfast,  and  Mr  McGuinness, 
the  MP  for  Mid-l/lster,  from 
using  Commons  facilities 
because  they  refused  to  take 
up  their  seats.  Sinn  Fein  MPs 
have  always  refused  to  swear 
the  oath  of  allegiance  because 
they  reject  British  jurisdiction 
over  Northern  Ireland.  But 
during  the  election  campaign 
Mr  Adams  declared  a  new 
policy  of  “active  abstention- 
ism",  saying  that  he  would 
dedine  to  take  his  seat  but 
would  use  the  office  facilities 
at  Westminster. 

Miss  Boothroyd,  who  mer 
Mr  Adams  and  Mr  McGuin¬ 
ness  in  her  office,  told  the 
Commons  that  she  had  lis¬ 
tened  carefully  to  their  argu¬ 
ments.  But  swearing  die  oath 
was  a  legal  requirement  that 


Boothroyd:  confirmed 
ban  on  the  two  MPs 

could  not  be  set  aside  by 
“whim  or  any  administrative 
action".  She  said:  “Those  who 
choose  not  take  their  seats 
should  not  have  access  to  the 
benefits  and  facilities  avail¬ 
able  in  the  House  without  also 
taking  up  their  responsibilities 
as  Members  and  participating 
in  the  democratic  process." 

The  Speaker  denied  that  she 
was  discriminating  against 
Sinn  Fein  and  said  that  the 
Parliamentary  Oaths  Act 
could  only  be  changed  by 
primary  legislation.  She  re¬ 
minded  MPs  that  Mr  Adams 
and  Mr  McGuinness  were 
free  to  use  stationery  and 
postage,  which  would  let  them 
take  up  issues  on  behalf  of 
their  constituents.  The  Labour 
leftwinger  Tony  Benn  called 
for  a  debate  on  her  ruling,  but 
she  rejected  his  demand. 

As  Mr  Adams  and  Mr 
McGuinness  arrived  at  the 
Palace  of  Westminster,  they 
were  cheered  by  a  crowd  of 
Sinn  Fein  supporters  waiving 
tricolors.  After  their  meeting 
with  Miss  Boothroyd.  Mr 
Adams  said  that  it  was  absurd 
to  bar  him  from  the  Commons 
when  he  is  to  be  allowed  to 
meet  the  Prime  Minister  in 


People’s  Lottery" 
plans  unveiled 

By  Andrew  Pierce,  political  correspondent 


PLANS  for  a  so-called  People’s 
Lottery  to  raise  £1  billion  a 
year  for  the  health  service, 
schools,  and  the  environment 
were  published  yesterday. 

A  sixth  good  cause,  a  New 
Opportunities  Fund,  will  be 
created  by  the  National  Lot¬ 
tery  Bill,  which  will  also 
establish  a  new  trust  Nesta.  to 
promote  talent  in  science,  tech¬ 
nology  and  die  arts.  Chris 
Smith,  the  Culture  Secretary, 
said  that  the  aim  was  to  create 
a  “People's  Lottery"  to  reflea 
the  aspirations  of  those  who 
played  it. 

But  the  Tories  criticised  the 
Government  for  raiding  the 

lottery  hmd  to  pay  for  services 
which  they  said  should  be 
provided  by  the  taxpayer. 
They  claimed  that  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  was  being  mis¬ 
used.  Francis  Maude,  the 
Shadow  Culture  Secretary, 
said:  “It  will  no  longer  be  the 
National  Lottery  but  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  lottery." 

Mr  Smith  said:  "The  major¬ 
ity  of  adults  play  the  lottery 
and  want  to  see  the  money  it 


generates  spent  on  a  wider 
range  of  things  that  matter  to 
them.  I  agree  —  it  should,  and 
now  it  will,” 

The  B0L  which  will  begin  its 
parliamentary  stages  in  the 
House  of  Lords  later  this 
month,  will  allow  the  good 
causes  for  the  first  time  to 
solicit  applications.  To  reduce 
bureaucracy,  it  will  create 
one-stop  shops  for  gram  appli¬ 
cations  from  community 
groups.  The  lottery  regular. 
Ofloc.  wifi  also  be  given  the 
power  for  the  first  time  to  fine 
the  operator.  Camelot,  for 
breaches  of  its  licence 
agreement. 

However,  the  Government 
has  backed  dawn  from  impos¬ 
ing  a  non-profit  condition, 
which  has  been  advocated  by 
the  businessman  Richard 
Branson,  and  which  was  part 
of  Labwir’Sniamfesto  commit¬ 
ment.  Mr  Smith  maintained 
that  a  non-profit  lottery  was 
still  the  wish  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  but  it  would  not  happen 
at  the  earliest  until  Camel ors 
licence  had  expired  in  2001. 
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Downing  Street  next  week. 
“It's  a  strange  absurdity  of 
file  way  British  democracy 
wx>rks.  It  shows  once  again 
that  in  relatkn  to  Ireland, 
British  democracy  doesn't 
work." 

He  condemned  the  Speak¬ 
er’s  ruling  as  discriminatory 
and  unjust.  “It’S  part  of  the 
knee-jerk,  old  agenda  at  a  dine 
when  that  agenda  was  about 
marginalising  and  demon¬ 
ising  people,  about  denying 
people  their  rights." 

Later  the  Sinn  Fein  MPs 
won  support  from  a  Tory 
former  Northern  Ireland  Min¬ 
ister.  Peter  Bottomley  (Wor¬ 
thing  West)  said:  “It  should  be 
possible  for  any  elected  MP  to 
choose  that  they  affirm  that 
they  will  abide  by  the  demo¬ 
cratic  process  and  enable 
them  to  take  their  seats.  We 
cannot  expea  republicans  to 
have  falsely  to  swear  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  monarch." 
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Letters,  page  25  Gerry  Adams,  centre,  and  Martin  McGuinness  being  welcomed  by  supporters  as  they  arrived  for  their  meeting  with  the  Speaker  yesterday 


Visit  your  local  Time  Showrooi 
for  the  UK’s  Best  PC  Deal 


Choose  a  personal  computer  from  your  local 
Time  showroom  and  you’ll  get  the  best  value  for 
money  in  the  land. 

We  make  all  our  PCs  in  the  UK 

We  design  and  make  all  the  PCs  we  sell  including 
our  award  winning  Colossus  and  Omega  brands. 

We  manufacture  in  Britain,  employing  over  700 
staff,  and  can  incorporate  the  latest  PC  technology 
to  give  you  better  specifications  at  lower  prices.  - 

We  cut  out  the  middleman 

We  sell  to  you  direct  because,  with  no 
middleman,  it  means  lower  prices  for  you.  Our  own 
Showroom  staff  who  specialise  only  in  PC  systems 
serve  you  directly  and  can  give  you  better  advice  to 
enable  you  to  select  the  right  system. 

Try  before  you  buy 

Visit  your  local  Showroom  and  take  a  closer  look 
at  the  quality  and  performance  of  our  systems. 
Pick-Hip  our  PC  Buyers  Guide  and  speak  to  our  staff 
who  will  give  sound  specialist  advice,  in  jargon-free 
plain  English,  when  you  ask  for  it 

We  get  you  started 

Our  PCs  are  pre-configured  and  ready  for  use 
with  preloaded  software.  Simply  plug  in  and  switch 
on.  Our  unique  90  minute  video  trainer  and  user 
guide  covers  all  aspects  of  normal  PC  usage  and 
can  be  more  useful  than  a  visit  from  a  home 
instructor  as  you  can  watch  it  and  I  earn  from  it  at 
your  own  pace,  at  times  convenient  to  you. 

10  years  of  service -and  support 

Our  service  is  also  direct  and  we  have  been 
serving  customers  for  over  10  years.  Who  else  can 
provide  the  best  service  but  the  people  who 
designed  and  built  your  PC  Each  Showroom  has 
trained  technicians  and  a  Service  Centre  in 
addition  to  direct  hotline  support  to  your  home 

Money  back  guarantee 

Buy  with  confidence  with  complete  peace  of 
mind.  We  believe  our  products,  services  and  prices 
represent  the  best  value  in  the  UK.  If  you  are  not 
happy  for  whatever  reason,  you  can  return  your  PC 
to  us  within  14  days  for  a  full  refund  excluding 
defivery  costs. 


166M-2, 32Mb,  4.30b.  24x  CD 
nuritimeefia.  massive  software  burcfle 

FREE  PRINTER 

Ofmftad  to  bst  2000  oried) 


Printer 

Epson  Stylus  300 
cotour  Wcfat  printer 
(ORroomdadto 
another 500  toe  printers) 


166+  £ 

Budget  PC  ** 
System 

See  showroom 
staff  for  details 


Inc.  VAT 


266-2  WZr* 

Ultimate  PC  X 

PBnflumBWMMb.  (  pit  •fife) 

a«nPdviT*w  V  Hl)l«7 

56K  modem,  4Mb  An  V|r  V 

DVD  graphics, 

VWeaPhonoradBW,15‘  Dent]  tint*  1 1 
screen  and  etotmare  . . . 


E1545 


£1815. 
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•  Wei  Pentium*  200MHz  •  VideoPhone  recieve 

with  MMX™  technology  •  £1000  of  software  . 

•  32Mb  EDO  RAM  indudinp  Lotas 

•  4.3Gb  UltraATA  hard  disk  SmartSuite97 

•  56kvoice/lax/modeni  •  Free  Printer  (limited  ofe) 

•  24  Speed  MAX  CD-ROM  «te«otMw<n 

•  3D  WavetaHe  sound 

•  4Mb  SIS  Graphics 

•  14‘  (cr  optional  15*) 

SVGA  colour  screen 

•  PC97  Chipset  ATX  Plus  VAT 

motherboard 

•  IBM  GoW  speech  V  |  |  /  <  QO 

recognition  Ilf  U.OO 

tnc  VAT 

20011-2  HomePro  jgS^K 

Best  Buy  model  only  £85  +VAT  =£99.88  Extra  with 

64Mb  RAM,  faster  IBM  6x86MXPR200  processor  w»  WqM 

f«WX  Technology,  additional  5  games  software  and 

FRffi  higher  spec  dual  cartridge  printer.  PinductoodK  «-  awoe 

MedlaX  HomePro 

These  models  induda  Joystick,  Microphone,  Isryer  premium 
speakers  and  1 5  multimedia/  educational  titles  at  only 
E99+VAT =£11633  Extra  Pmauct  ay**  Htwu  4dwmo;  am*  wause 

All  our  Computers  are  jrew  2000  compliant 


Time  Showrooms  within 
the  superstores  of 


Powerhouse 


£1091 


Eanpie:  aOQM  HomePro  Maria*  Cash  pries 
£899  +03  +S25  dahfty  +VAT -C1J1953 
No  Dopoail,  No  payments  for  12  monte  and 
Own  pay  ti»  total  In  ftov^nbar  1998.  Loan  h 
Interest  free  i  My  repaid  wBhfci  1 2  months. 
Branco  abo  amiable  ow  a  period  ot3 
jean  at  APR  209%.  Branco  Is  safari  to 


2  Years  Merest  Free  CnxSt 
Only  with  Exec  Famfly  mods! 


EeecFamiy  Model  jftwm  above  with 
15  extra  software  Hies,  joystick, 
irtaopbone,  5  games  and  Compass 
CD.  £148  +VATE1735Q  Inc  VAT  extra. 

Merest  Bee  BampiK  f*y  just  Ciates  ft  t»| 
dapoteand3«Mt»i»WPaPnteisB<E4a50cr . 
£SBSJB(tBpartmdW"«^p8yrfrenbtf 
£29.  Too)  pries  £829  +£148  +ES  dshcry  +VAT 
■  C129AB5"  Cash  Price.  APR  Ott 


Win  a  PC  for  Christmas 

toourfreeShowRKxncompdifiwi 
See  Showroom  staff  for  details 

Visit  your  local  Showroom  or  order  direct  on 

Freephone  0800  77 11 07 
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AYLESBURY 

Cartridge  Ctoe, . 
Cambridge  Retail  Part 

BANBURY 

2  Lockheed  Close, 
BsrtuyRstf  PSri 

BASfLDON 

Maytoner  Retail  Pari, 
ArtaririRoad 

BRACKNELL 

SkknpedhflLana 

nstaBPari, 

The  Peal  Genes 

BRENTWOOD 

81®  High  Street 

BRISTOL 

Lysander  Road, 
Patchway. 
Cribbs  Causaway 

CAMBRIDGE 

The  BeeHkre  CenSB, 
CoWham*  Lane 

CANNOCK 

OrtttdRstaa  Centra 

CARDIFF  BAY 

Feay  Rood. 
Cardiff  Boy  Retai  Part 

CARDIFF 

flTauemnrt  Tlrwu-f 

wewpon  non 
(Opens  18lh  Dec) 

CHIPPENHAM 

Hathaway  Retell  Part, 
Foundry  Lane 

COVENTRY 

Gtfagher  RetaB  Part, 
Storey  Stanton  Hood 

DAGENHAM 
Menfahnds  Ratal 
Part,  FSppfe  Road 

DERBY 

TheUngnsay 

Retail  Pari  . 

GURDFORO 

Ladymwd  Ratal  Part, 
Europe  Part  Road 

■  HAYES 
Marty  Ratal  PM, 
Cold  Harbour  Lane' 


HEDGE  END 

HadgaEndRctaB 
Pari,  Trt  Bar  Way, 
Souttwnpton 

HUNTINGDON 

Huntingdon  Ratal 
Pari,  St  Peters  Road 

IPSWICH 

Sandfrigs  Ratal  Part, 
RansomesWay 

KETTERING 

Katerlng  Ratal  Pari. 
Carina  Road 

LONDON 

Humphrey  Sreet, 

Souihwark 

NORTHAMPTON 

RtarridaRetariftort 

NORWICH 

Btecttwry  Court, 
SmaBxfvRoed 

POOLE 

Msnnftig  Heath  Retd 
Pari  Yanow  Road 

SLOUCUI 
BaOrRoad  - 

SOUHULL 

Seas  Ratal  Pari, 
Marshal  Uka  Road 

SOUTHAMPTON 

industriti 

Basts 

STEVENAGE 
Roaring  Ueg 
Ratal  Pari 
Monks  Wood  V% 

STOKE 

Festival  Part,  &uria 

SWINDON 

GreanMdge  Retail 
Part.  Drakes  way 

TAMWOHTH. 

Venana  Ratafl  Centra. 


Other  Time 
Showrooms 

BLACKBURN 

Whftebirk  Trading 
Estate,  Peel  Centre 
NEWCASTLE 
MetroCentre, 
Red  Quadrant, 

GLASGOW 

34-38  SauchlehaH 
Street 

HULL 

Ferensway 
(Opens  11th  Dec) 

LEEDS 

Crown  Point 
Retail  Park 
(Opens  12th  Dec) 

PRESTON 

The  Capitol  Centre, 
London  Way 

SHEFFIELD 

Meadowhafl 
R^ail  Centre 

TELFORD 

Telford  Shopping 
Centre 

WATFORD 


WORCESTER 

n..,,  Pj-ilrff  " — 

tipa  nmm  rwK, 

.  Blartpoto.  ■  - . 


Certre, 

SL  Albans  Road 

Aff  Shonnouix  open 
Sundays  (accept  Brentwood) 

Canterbury  opens  soon 


TirrePtrestf»U88BhOMOonihSWca .  j  PrerinStperoam 
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UN  warns  of  new 

Pompeii  calamity 


BRITISH  3nd  Iralian  archaeolo¬ 
gists  yesterday  welcomed  a  deci- 
sion  bv  Lmesco  to  make  Pompeii  a 
World'  Heritage  site  as  “the  last 
chance  to  rescue  Pompeii  from 
complete  disintegration”. 

A  Unesco  meeting  in  Naples 
added  ten  Italian  archaeological 
and  artistic  attractions  to  its  list  of 
500  specially  prorected  “World 
Heritage"  sires,  including  Ftimpeii. 
Herculaneum  and  the  Creek  Tem¬ 
ples  at  Agrigento.  The  listing  does 
not  bring  extra  cash  to  the  sites,  but 
draws  world  attention  to  their 
plight. 

Professor  Andrew  Wallace- 
Hadrill.  director  of  the  British 
School  at  Rome,  who  heads  the 
ream  of  British  archaeologists  at 
Pbmpeii.  in  the  shadow  of  Mount 
Vesuvius,  said  the  move  showed 
that  Unesco  and  the  Italian  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  at  last  “recognised  the 
gravity  of  crisis  at  Fompeii'and  the 
need  for  international  collabor¬ 
ation  to  save  it.  He  said  the  ruins 
had  suffered  from  “years  of  accu¬ 
mulated  neglect '. 

“ftjmpeii*  was  perfectly  pre¬ 
served  when  it  was  first  discovered 
under  a  layer  of  ash  in  174S."  he 
said.  “But  exposure  to  the  elements. 
fault>  restoration  methods,  vandal¬ 
ism  and  mismanagement  have  all 
done  damage.  It  should  be  on 
UnesaYs  list  of  sites  in  peril  as  well. 
In  50  years.  Pompeii  will  consist  of 
piles  of  rubble  and  woodland." 

Pompeii  was  buried  in  a  20ft 
deep  covering  of  volcanic  ash  in 
AD70.  when  Mount  Vesuvius 
erupted.  Two  thousand  of  its 
20.000  inhabitants  (many  had  al¬ 
ready  fied  as  Vesuvius  rumbled) 


From  Richard  Owen  in  rome 

perished  while  trying  to  escape  and 
many  of  the  bodies  were  perfectly 
preserved  where  they  fell.  The 
buried  houses,  shops  and  taverns 
remained  just  as  they  had  been 
until  I  Sih -century  excavations 
began  to  bring  to  light  the  streets, 
household  goods.  waJi  paintings, 
wine  jars,  amorous  graffiti  and 
political  slogans  of  a  bustling  Ist- 
century  Roman  coastal  town  frozen 
in  rime. 

"Pompeii  is  dying  a  slow'  but  sure 
death."  said  Pietro  Giovanni 
Guzzo.  the  Superintendent  of  Ar¬ 
chaeology  at  Pompeii,  who  f was 
won  praise  for  his  efficency  and 
honest)'  since  his  appointment  last 
year.  “If  we  leave  dungs  as  they 
are.  Pbmpeii  will  be  gone  in  30  or 
-10  years.  There  will  be  nothing  for 
our  grandchildren  to  see.- 

Some  of  Pompeii’S  problems  are 
due  to  the  influence  of  the  Camor- 


NEW  SAVED  SITES 


On  the  new  Unesco  list  were 
Sardinia's  nuraghi  mortarless, 
conical  stone  fortress-houses 
from  the  second  millennium  BO 
ancient  Roman  hunting  lodges 
with  mosaic  floors  near  Erma. 
Sidly.  and  the  ISth-centuiy  royal 
palace  in  Caserta.  Sites  else¬ 
where  in  the  world  included 
China's  ancient  cities  of  Ujiang 
and  Ping  Yau  and  the  classical 
gardens  of  Suzho;  St  Peter  of  the 
Rock,  a  fortress  castle  in  Santia¬ 
go  de  Cuba:  the  historic  hearts  of 
Tallin  in  Estonia,  and  Riga  in 
Latvia:  and  Lumbini.  Nepal, 
birthplace  of  Buddha. 


ra.  the  Naples  Mafia  and  although 
there  are  150  guards  on  the  payroll, 
looting  is  rife.  Frescoes  were 
hacked  out  of  the  House  of  the 
Gladiators  in  1977,  since  when  at 
least  another  600  items  have  disap¬ 
peared.  But  the  main  problem  is 
the  sheer  number  of  visitors.  Two 
million  tourists  a  year  flock  to 
Pompeii,  with  lax  supervision. 
Mosaic  floors  are  being  ruined  not 
only  by  weeds  which  grow  un¬ 
checked  in  the  cracks,  but  also  by 
being  trampled  underfoot 

Wall  frescoes,  such  as  the  cele¬ 
brated  erotic  paintings  in  the 
House  of  die  Vettii.  are  fast  being 
eroded  through  handling  by  visi¬ 
tors.  rain  and  rising  damp,  direct 
sunlight  and  welWneant  but 
counter-productive  attempts  in  the 
past  to  clean  them  with  a  petrol  and 
wax  mixture. 

Professor  Wallace-Had  rill  says 
much  of  what  has  been  excavated 
has  still  not  been  published,  and 
could  be  “brought  to  peoples  homes 
through  computer  tedinology". 

“For  that  matter  we  could  recon¬ 
struct  a  kind  of  Disneyland  Pompe¬ 
ii  for  tourists,  to  save  the  real 
thing.”  he  said. 

Waiter  Veltruni.  Deputy  Prime 
Minister  and  Minister  of  Culture, 
has  introduced  a  new  law  giving 
the  Pompeii  administration  greater 
autonomy  and  allowing  it  to  keep 
and  spend  its  tickets  sales,  which 
bring  in  £6  million  a  year. 

But  Professor  Guzzo  said  Pompe¬ 
ii  needed  at  least  £200  million  for  a 
rescue  effort.  “£40  million  more 
than  the  entire  Ministry  of  Culture 
budget  for  museums  and  archaeo¬ 
logical  sites”. 


Neglect,  the  volume  of  visitors  and  faulty  restoration  have  menaced  Pompeii,  above,  with  a  new  disaster  2,000  years  after 
Vesuvius  buried  it  mosaic  under  threat  at  Herculaneum;  and  Sardinia's  conical  fortresses,  now  cm  Unesco's  fist 


Where  are 
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to  find  the  time 


to  do  all 


your 


Christmas  shopping? 


Here. 


Check  the  list  below  for  shopping  days  between  now  and  Christmas. 


BRANCH 

SUNDAY  AND  MONDAY  OPENING 

LATE.  NIGHT  S  HOPPING 

(Open  Sundays  12  noon -4pm) 

LONDON 

John  Lewis,  Oxford  Street 

now  open  7  days  a  week  (Son  I -5pm) 

Thursday  8pm  (Other  days  7pm) 

John  Lewis.  Brent  Cross 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Monday  to  Friday  8pm 

John  Lewis,  Kingston 

now  open  7  dap  a  week 

•  Thursday,  Friday  Spin 

- 

Peter  Jones.  Slocne  Square 

open  6  days  a  week,  closed  Sundays 

Monday  to  Saturday  7pm 

ENGLAND 

John  Lewis,  Bristol 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Thursday  *8pni 

• 

John  Lewis,  Cbeadle 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Monday  $o  Friday  8pm  -  * 

-  .  .  ' 

John  Lewis,  High  Wycombe 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Monday  to  Friday  Spm 

John  Lewis,  Milton  Keynes 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Monday  to  Friday  Spm 

John  Lewis,  Peterborough 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Thursday.  Friday  8pm 

John  Lewis,  Welwyn 

now  open  6  days  a  week,  closed  Stmdzvs 

’nnmdayijSpm 

r  '  ■ 

Bain  bridge.  Newcastle 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Thtffsday  8pm  %  * 

Bonds,  Norwich 

now  open  7  days  a  week  . 

Thursday  8pm  . 

Caters.  "Windsor 

now  open  7  days  a  wed; 

Thursday  8pm 

Cole  Brothers,  Sheffield 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Wednesday  Spm 

George  Henry  Lee,  Liverpool 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

.Thundxy^ptn .  ■  . 

Heel  as,  Reading 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Thursday  Spin . 

Jessop  &  Son,  Nottingham 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Wednesday  8pm 

knight  &  Lee,  Sotnhsea 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

.  Thursday  Spin  ■ 

Robert  Sayle.  Cambridge 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Wednesday  8  pm 

TV  twins,  Watford 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Thursday -Spu 

Tyrrell  &  Green,  Southampton 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

Thursday  8pm 

SCOTLAND 

John  Lewis,  Aberdeen 

sow  open  7  days  a  week 

Thursday  Span 

John  Lewis,  Edinburgh 

now  open  7  days  a  week 

_  '  Thursday  8pm 

JOHN  LEWIS 

.  . 

Department  Stores 

Aides  weaiy  of ‘tired  and  1 
unpredictable’  Yeltsin 


From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  Yelstin  received 
a  mixed  welcome  when  he 
returned  to  Moscow  yesterday- 
after  a  visit  to  Sweden,  where 
he  appeared  tired,  incoherent 
and  prone  to  bizarre  public 
statements. 

As  officials  struggled  u> 
explain  the  Russian  leader's 
dramatic  arms  control  offers 
and  his  confused  comments 
on  everything  from  energy  to 
atomic  weapons,  senior  Krem¬ 
lin  figures  were  privately  re¬ 
considering  his  packed 
schedule  of  foreign  trips. 

The  Kremlin  leader  has  a 
long  history  of  unpredictable 
behaviour  abroad  that  has 
cast  lasting  doubts  over  the 
wisdom  of  letting  him  loose  on 
the  international  stage.  How¬ 
ever,  most  of  his  previous 
escapades  occurred  during  a 
period  when  he  was  prone  to 
heavy  drinking  and  had  recur¬ 
ring  heart  ailments.  These 
problems  were  supposedly 
cleared  up  after  his  heart 


bypass  surgery  last  year, 
which  saw  him  emerge  fitter 
than  he  had  been  in  years. 

This  rime  aides  complained 
instead  that  he  seemed  too 
tired  to  cope  with  the  busy 
schedule  of  meetings  and  pub¬ 
lic  appearances.  The  Kremlin 
leader  startled  his  Swedish 
hosts,  and  his  Kremlin  team, 
soon  after  arriving  when  he 
announced  unexpectedly  that 
Russia  was  willing  to  get  rid  of 
a  third  of  its  nudear  arsenal. 
Although  the  statement 
sounded  dramatic,  it  proved  to 
be  an  empty  gesture,  since 
Russia  is  already  behind  in 
canying  out  its  previous  arms 
reduction  commitments  and 
further  cuts  are  a  long  way  off. 
To  make  matters  worse  he 
described  .Germany  and  Ja¬ 
pan  as  nuclear  powers,  when 
neither  has  atomic  weapons, 
and  omitted  Britain,  which 
has  them. 

His  behaviour  generally  left 
many  perplexed  and  was 


probably  best  summed  up  by 
Aleksandr  Budberg.  a  Rus¬ 
sian  reporter  travelling  with 
the  presidential  team.  “Ydtsin 
looked  Inadequate,"  he  wrote 
in  the  daily  Mas&ovsfy 
Komsomoleis.  “He  created  the 
impression  pf  a  computer  thar 
had  gone  haywire.  Instead  of 
the  information  you  expect,  all 
the  wrong  files  kepi  coming  up 
on  the  screen." 

At  one  point  the  situation 
became  so  embarrassing  that 
Sergei  Yastrzhembsky.  die 
highly  diplomatic  press  secre¬ 
tary.  sidled  up  to  the  Kremlin 
leader  and  whispered  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  question.  “I 
understood  that  the  first  time.” 
said  the  Russian  leader  indig¬ 
nantly  at  the  top  of  his  voice. 

After  that  performance  top 
Kremlin  aides  held  an  emer¬ 
gency  meeting  at  which  it  was 
decided  id  review  his  foreign 
visits  for  next  year,  including 
two  trips  Jo  Britain,  and  weed 
out  non-essential  travel. 


"h  Prici-  iric Ind-  s  0Rtinn.1l  I -’2  Price  Acc».'M.ory 
Kit!  -  r-  •:  -v  -  ,■  u:;-. 


1/2  PRICE  Kodak  FILM 


36-exposure  ISO  200  high  quality  35mm  Colour  Print  film 

Normal  Tecno  Price  £2.99.  Maximum  iO  rpfc  per  customer.  With  this  advert 


FREE  64-PAGE  CATALOGUE  NOW  AVAILABLE! 

Camfetas'.  camcorders.  digital  equipment  &  invaluable  bt.ying'advfce  call:  *1442-2134  2- 


WE  WILL  NOT  BE  BjEATEN  ONPRICF’ 

Goods  must  be  in  stock  A  identical  -  Aslr  in-.-.  *  * 


tore  for  details 
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-  - WENDT  and  her 
f.jUsband  Gary  were  both 

vwtory  ^  a»8h»  in  a 

;»£2?  rase  ****  across 

-  f  America  as  a  test  of  the  value 

“  ®e  corporate  wife".  Mrs 
...:  ■SS*-  541  ^fned  down  $10 
I  '  (£6  million)  to  fight  for 

„•.?*_  ^“on.  and  got  $2) 

.  ^ -million,  -  s 

Vv-  The  divorce  suit  bringing  an 
.  .  .  end  to  the  Wendts’  31-year 
:•  mamage  was  that  legal 
.7  ™»y:  a  top-dolLar  case  which 

..  went .  to  irial  rather,  than ' 
settlement.  But  the  nation  has 
also  split  over  the  question  of 
whether,  if  a  wife  stays  home. 

it  is  her  sacrifice  or  his  loss  of  a 

second  income. 

Despite  Mr  Wendt’s  vehe¬ 
ment  claims  of  victory, 

-  Wednesday’s  hiling  by  a  Con¬ 
necticut  judge  is  widely  seen 
as  shattering  a  "glass  ceiling" 
where  divorced  wives  could 
expect  to  pet  only,  what  they 
"needed",  instead  giving  them 
what  they  have  “earned". 

.  The  Wendt  saga  has  struck 

•  chords  nationally,  partly  be- ' 
cause  it  is  the  tale  of  a  couple 
who  followed  the  American 

•  Dream  from  a  small  Midwest 

-  town  to  become  millionaires. 
Mr  Wendt,  55,  is  the  head  of 
GE  Capital,  which  makes 
about  a  third  of  the  profits  of 
General  Electric,  the  aero 
engines-rcHoasters  gianr. 

The  couple  were  originally 
high-school  sweethearts  from 
Rio,  a  Wisconsin  community 
of  700  people.  He  was  a 
popular  sports  star  and  played 
The  trombone  in  the  band;.. 
Loma,  the  daughter  of  a 
minister,  played  the  oboe. 
When  they  married,  they  had 
just  $2^00.  Mr  Wendt  went  to 


America  is  split  over  whether 
staying  at  home  is  a  sacrifice, 
Bronwen  Maddox  reports 


Harvard  Business  ~  School, 
while'  Lnrna  wprked’ss.  a 
music  teacher,  earning  a 
“PHT"  certificate  — '  "putting 
hubl^y  through"  —■■from.' the 
Harvard  Dean’s  wife.. 

-  Mr  Wendt  moved" the  family 
several  times,  to  Houston, 
Atlanta,  then  Coral  .  Gables; 
Florida,'  before  settfing  in 
Stamford,  Connecticut.'  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs  Wendt  she 
raised  ' thdr  two  daughters, 
now  in  their  late  twenties,  and . 
as.-  the  family  moved,  took, 
charge  of  packing  up  apd 
selling  their  houses  and  giving  - 
away  their  pets. 

•  As  Mr  Wendt’s  star  rose, 
she  was  hostess  jfbr  black-tie 
dinners -for  90  at  their  house,  ' 
making  small  talk  with  impor- 


Gazy  Wendt  rejected 
“equality  without  effort” 


; . :  Tant  foreign  guests;  -She  says 
:  that  kiss  than  two  weeks  after 
sl»  gave  birth  to  the  couple’s 
first,  child,  her  husbands  sec¬ 
retary  called  to  ’Say  he.  wanted 

-  her.  to  hold  a  dottier  party  for 
12  that  evening,  at  their  home. 

Her  former  husband  says 
.  this  picture  te  a  myth  and  that 
she  refused  to  have  parties  at 
home  except  ihe  company 
’  Ghristmas  jwty  Hesftofceof 
,  nis  “dreadro  unhappintss"  at 
home,  which  fed  the  couple  id 

-  seek  noafliaga  coumefling 
.  three  timesin  the  past  decide. 

Two  years  ago.  when  the 

-  marriage  broke  down,  he  says 
he  oflta^  las  wifc  $il.mififod, 

vhatf  hisJ  Ossets  then.  SSie 
rqected  it  forcing  a  pubtic 
trial.  In  her  view,  the  marriage 
was  an  "economic  partner¬ 
ship" to  wfeidi  she  contributed 
halt  Hfcr  husband's  view  is 
that  ‘TveWorked  hard.  She 
didn’t."  He  has  also  said:  “Do 
feminists  now  want  equality 
without  effort?  Is  thar  five  new 
.-equality?" 

After  this  week’s  ruling; 
Mrs  WendrwiB  get  a  package 
estimated  at  $20  million.  It 
.  includes  two  houses,  mid  half 
the  couple's  cash  and  shares, 
half  the  dividends  from  her 
husband’s  G£  shares,  and 
$252,000  a  ybar  m  alimony. 
She.  wQT  afeer  keep  two  mem¬ 
berships  to  exclusive  private 
dubs,  and  a  Maty'S  depart¬ 
ment  store  credit,  card,  giving 


her  a  45  per  cent  lifetime 
discount  \ 

■  Most  controversially,  giycn 
the  corporate  fashion  for  lodt- 
ing  in  top  staff  with  share 

r  ons,  she  will  also  get  more 
i  a  quarter  of  her  former 
.  husband’s  future  stock  options 
and  retirement  bonus.  Her  ' 
husband  contested  this,  say¬ 
ing  that  this  money  depended 
on  his  future  hard  work. 

She  claims  victory  on  the 
jpound  that  ihe  award  recog¬ 
nises  her  value:  Her  spending 
•  averaged  $  12a 000  a  year  for 
clothing.  $8,000  a  month  for 
travel  and  $1350  a  month  for 
.  make-up  and  hair. 

•  The  exact  reasoning  of 
Judge  Kevin  Tierney  is  not  yet 
public;  he  has  released  only  25 
pages  of  a  465-page  opinion. 
Nor  will  the  case  set  a  legal 
..  precedent  unless  it  goes  to 
appeal.  But  it  will  still  be 
-  studied  because  itappears  to 
set  aside  time-honoured  prin¬ 
ciples  of  divorce  awards. 

In  Connecticut,  like  many 
other  states,  assets  are  subject  . 
to  “equitable  distribution", 
normally  meaning  a  50-50 
split  but  when  tens  of  millions 
of  dollars  are  involved,  most 
judges  rule  that  "enough  is 
.  enough":  anyone  should  be 
able  to  live  on  several  million 
dollars. 

Mrs  Wendt  now  plans  to 
develop  her  recently  created 
Foundation  for  Equality  in 
Marriage.  Her  former  hus¬ 
band  says  he  has  "found  true 
happiness"  with  Rosemarie 
Adams,  a  divorced  64-year-old 
grandmother.  He  plans  to 
many  his  new  partner  — 
provided  that  she  signs  a 
prenuptial  agreement 


Gamble 
cost  the 
Getty 
Trust 
$400m 


From  Giles  Whittt.ii 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 


Lorna  Wendt  leaves  court  in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  after  the  divorce  hearing 


Disney 
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Congress  blunder  drives  India  to  unwanted  election 


BT  Christopher  Thomas 

SOUTH  ASIA  CORRESPONDENT 


By  Giles  Whtiteu. 


THE  chairman  of  ■„  the 
Walt  Disney  Ctaripttrgr 
has  cashed  in  aonnariafr- 
ed  bonuses  Woxth  itiorc 
than  half  a  (riBSoncloBaxs. 
—  a  landmark  in  Ameri¬ 
can  corporate  tnstoiy  . 

Breaking  all  records  for 
the  single  biggest  execu¬ 
tive;  payday,  Michael 
Eisner,  a  combative  studio 
chief  with  a  degree  in 
English  iftcrtrtunv;5old:a 
tranche  of  dgh£$tiaiHrid 
Disney  sfodc  optioosaijm 
estimated  profit  of  $565 
million  (£353  rmUioti). 

In  an  exquisite  piece, of 
understatement,  Mr  Eis¬ 
ner  acknowledged 
through  bis  press  office 
that  -the  .  deal  “will  Un- 
doubiedly  provoke  much 
discussion". 

A  similar  transaction 
five  years  ago,  in  which  he 
realised  $202  million  of 
shares,  triggered  indig¬ 
nant  comment  -about  US 
boardroom  earnings  ■ 
not  least  from  Disney 
theme  park  emptoyeeson 
little  more  than  the  mini¬ 
mum  wage. 

In  the  deal  announced 
on  Wednesday.  Mr  Eisner 
bought  73  million  shares 
at  heavily  deflated  prices, 
t ;et  in  his  contract  in  1989, . 
at  less  than  $20  per  share; 
and  sold  5.4  million  of 
them  at  the  day’s  market 
rale-  of  $95  a  share. 

Such  deferred  stock  op¬ 
tions  have  become  a  stan¬ 
dard  incentive  in'  top 
executives'  pay  P*<*aKS, 
since  they  cao  prove  wild¬ 
ly  profitable  if  the  com- 
panv  performs  well  but 
Worthless  if  it  faltCTS-  .... 

Mr  Eisner's  satey  has 
been  fixed  at  $750,000  a 
year  since  he  arrived  aitfte 
‘company  Emm  ^Para¬ 
mount  Pictures.  He  is 
thought  to  have  earned 
about  SJ  billion  whifo  at. 
pjsnev,  and  In  addition 
has  a  stake  in  the  com¬ 
pany  now  worm  around 
million. 

Spread  O'W  the  moe 


INDIA  faces  an  exhausting,  expen¬ 
sive  and  unwanted  general  election 
— the  second  in  less  than  two  years  — - 
after  President  Narayanan  dissolved 
parliament  yesterday.  It  will  be  a 
pointless  pan.  file -consequence  of  a 
blunder  fh^  marks  yet  another  low 
poinx  irrtfte  state  of  politics. 

The  Congress  party,  which  has 
governed  India  for  most  of  its  50 
i  years  of  independence,  .  brought 
"ddwh  the  United fttmr  coalition, 
^xtievtng  fr^puld  lead  a  new  multi¬ 


party  administration,  pieced  together 
from  the  old  cine.  But  almost  no  pony 
would  join  —  a  sign  of  how  low  the 
reputation  of  Congress  has  sunk. 

There  hare  been  three  govern¬ 
ments  since  the  last  elections  18 
month*  ago,  one  of  which  lasted  just 
13  days<m d  there  is  no  prospect  thar 
the  new  polls  will  produce  anything 
less  chaotic  than  these  of  May  1996. 
Congress,  rarely  treated  to  such 
grassroots  contempt,  is  plainly  inca¬ 
pable  of  getting  anything  like  a 
majority  in  the.Lok  Sebha  (lower 
home),  ensuring  India  remains  in  the 
unfrimUitf  and  unstable  territory  of 


coalition  politics.  The  rise  of  regional 
parties,  based  often  on  linguistic 
affinities,  has  been  matched  by  a 
phenomenal  increase  in  support  for 
the  hardline  Hindu  Bharatiya  Janata 
Party  (BJP).  which  has  blood  on  its 
hands  from  anti-Muslim  riots.  It  also 
played  a  central  role  in  the  1992 
destruction  of  the  16th-century  Babri 
mosque  by  Hindu  fanatics  in 
Ayodhya. 

The  polls  will  be  held  early  next 
year,  probably  in  February.  Sitaram 
Kesri,  the  83-year-old  leader  of  Con¬ 
gress,  almost  single-handedly  top¬ 
pled  the  Government  on  the  pretext 


that  it  include  a  Tamil  party 
implicated  in  the-  assassination  of 
Rajiv  Gandhi,  the  former  Prime 
Minister.  His  miscalculation  is  one  of 
the  great  political  blunders  of  mod¬ 
em  India. 

He  had  hoped  enoufelh  members  of 
the  14-party  United  Ffont  coalition 
would  defect  to  him  to  form  a  new 
administration,  but  he  i  ir.ideresrimat- 
ed  how  loathed  Congres.s  lias  become 
over  its  destructive  bids  .for  power. 

The  electorate  will  doi  ibtless  pun¬ 
ish  his  party  severely.  iTte  biggest 
benefida/y  is  likely  to  bt?  the  BJP, 
which  is  comparatively  o’u^dplined 


and  articulates  a  nationalist  philoso¬ 
phy  that  appeals  to  many  Hindus. 
But  it  indudes  extremist  elements 
that  threaten  the  fragile  relationship 
between  Hindus  and  India’s  130 
million  Muslims. 

Ail  the  prime  ministerial  candi¬ 
dates  have  blood  or  corruption  on 
their  hands,  presenting  India's  9S0 
million  people  with  an  unsavoury 
selection.  The  political  upheaval 
means  the  business  of  government  is 
now  on  hold,  with  devastating  conse¬ 
quences  for  the  economy  and,  indi¬ 
rectly.  the  450  mil tion  Indians  who 
live  in  poverty. 


ONE  of  the  world’s  richest  art 
endowments,  the  Getty  Trust, 
has  admitted  losing  nearly 
$400  million  (E24Q  million)  in 
a  single  year  because  of  a  bad 
guess  on  the  way  the  stock 
market  would  go. 

Fearing  a  market  plunge  in 
the  1995-96  financial  year,  the 
fund’s  trustees  invested  heavi¬ 
ly  in  complex  stock-index  op¬ 
tions  designed  to  pay  off  if 
share  prices  fell.  When  they 
roared  ahead  instead,  the 
defence  mechanism  cost  the 
trust  $397-2  million. 

The  revelation  of  this  back¬ 
fire  in  over-cautious  invest¬ 
ment  tactics  comes  days  before 
the  opening  of  a  vast  new 
$1  billion  Getty  museum  and 
art  institute  on  nearly  600 
acres  overlooking  Los  Ange¬ 
les.  The  new  Getty  Centre’s 
original  budget  of  $360  mil¬ 
lion  has  ballooned  over  the  ten 
years  it  has  taken  to  design 
and  build. 

Combined  with  costly  recent 
art-buying  sprees  and  the 
investment  losses  announced 
in  the  Los  Angeles  Times 
yesterday,  the  huge  construc¬ 
tion  project  has  eroded  the 
trust’s  image  of  having  limit¬ 
less  wealth. 

Founded  with  the  $1.2  bil¬ 
lion  oil  fortune  left  by  J.  Paul 
Getty  on  his  death  in  1976,  the 
trust  rode  out  successive  bull 
markets  in  the  19S0s  and  early 
1990s  to  stand  at  over  $4 
billion  by  mid- 1 995.  Then  John 
Whitehead,  a  trustee  and  for¬ 
mer  investment  banker,  ad¬ 
vised  “hedging"  against  a 
market  crash. 

The  strategy  was  imple¬ 
mented  by  three  Wall  Street 
banks  including  one.  Gold¬ 
man  Sachs  and  Co.  at  which 
Mr  Whitehead  had  been  co- 
chairman.  When  it  failed  it 
cost  the  trust  a  dollar  for  every 
dollar  its  portfolio  gained  dur¬ 
ing  the  1995-%  market  surge. 

Mr  Whitehead  this  week 
defended  his  tactics,  likening 
them  to  buying  a  life  insur¬ 
ance  policy' without  actually 
wanting  to  die.  But,  when  one 
of  his  successors  was  asked  if 
such  a  tactic  would  be  tried 
again,  he  said:  “Not  in  my 
lifetime." 


liutu  prison  escapers 


From  Dayib  Oiqr  in  Nairobi 


working  with 


THE  Rwandan  Army  said- 
.yesterday  that  it  had  engaged 
Hutu  rebelsm  heavy  fighting 
after  -they  freed  wane.  500. 
inmates  of  a  prison  in  central 
Rwanda  ran  Wednesday.  Four 
police  guards  arid  six  dviKaits 
died  in  the  prisoiTraid  by  300 
armed  guerrillas:  :  ’  , 

It  is  not  famwii  hbw.many- 
died  when  the.  army,  struck 
back,  but  fiie  death  toll  could 
be  high.  The  Rwandan  Patti- 
otic  Army,  dantinited  Ity  ia^ 
riority  TVrtsis,  is  .  gaining 
increasing  notoriety  for  tfte; 
brutality  of.  its  ' .  counter¬ 
insurgency  operations.  Hun- 
of  unarmed  civilians, - 
mostiy  flutus,  are  being  killed 


every  month  in  army  swoops 
in  the  hills  where  rebels  are 
believed  to  have  their  bases.  - 

The  escapees  from  the  pris- 
train  central  Gitarama  prefec¬ 
ture;  were  members  erf  the 
Hutu  majority  detained  on; 
suspiriourtof  involvement  in 
the  1994  genocide,  whfcSi 
claimed  the  lives  of  at  least 
half  a  million  people. 

This  latest  rebel  attack 
pomteToa  growing  confidence 
'.on  the  part  of  Hutu  extremists 
bent  .on  ovtftiuwmg  the 
largely  -  Tutsi  Government 
Never  before  foeve  th*y  struck 
so  deep  into  the  interior  of  the 
cownfry.  Since  they  were  rout¬ 
ed  by  an-  irwadkig  Tutsi  force 


after  the  genocide,  the  rebels 
have'  largely  confined  their 
activities  to  the  traditional 
Hutu  stronghold  of  the 
northwest. 

Wednesday's  raid  is  the 
second  assault  oiv  a  detention 
centre  this  week.  More  than 
100  prisoners  were  reported  to 
have  been  freed  in. a  rebel 
attack  in  northwestern  Rwan¬ 
da  on  Tuesday.  Two  weeks 
ago,  some  300  people  died 
wten  Hutu  guerrillas  took  on 
government  troops  at  a  jail  in 
Gisenyi  '  in  -  north-western 
Rwanda-  The  army  later  said 
88  prisoners  had  died  in 
"crossfire"  and  that  93  in¬ 
mates  had  escaped.  The  rebel 
death  toll  was  put  at  200. 

Three  and  a  half  years  after 
the  genocide,  Rwanda  is  still 
locked  in  a  vicious  cycle  of 
murder  and  revmge.  Hardly 
a  day  goes  past  without  people 
dying  violent  deaths  in  the  tiny 
central  African  nation. 

■The  Government  that  came 
to  power  in  1994  hoped  the 
Hutu  extremists  Ihterahamwe 
had  been  dealt  a  fatal  blow  in 
the  rivO  war  that  followed  the 
genocide.  Some  were  arrested 
but  most  fled  to  refugee  camps 
in  Zaire  (now  the  Democratic 
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Mothers  grieve 
as  Winnie 
denies  killings 


RELATTVES  of  some  of  Win¬ 
nie  Madikizda-Mandela's  al¬ 
leged  murder  victims  stormed 
out  of  hearings  yesterday  in 
which  she  denied  any  part  in 
the  disappearance  and  mur¬ 
der  of  their  sons.  Nelson 
Mandela’s  former  wife  spent 
hours  denying  any  wrong¬ 
doing  after  eight  ’  days  of 
testimony  implicating  her  in  a 
township  reign  of  terror. 

Caroline  Sono.  the  mother 
of  missing  Soweto  youth  Lolo 
Sono  —  who.  several  witnesses 
said,  was  last  seen  alive,  but 
badly  beaten,  with  Mrs 
Mandela  —  demanded  to 
know  what  had  happened  to 
her  son  Walking  uut  of  hear¬ 
ings  of  the  Truth  and  Reconcil¬ 
iation  Commission.  Mrs  Sono 
shouted:  “She’s  the  woman 
who  murdered  our  children.  I 
will  not  rest  until  I  find  my 
son's  remains."  Accompanied 
by  Nomsa  Tshabalala,  the 
mother  of  Lolos  friend 
Siboniso,  who  also  wenr  miss¬ 
ing  when  he  sought  out  Loloar 
Mrs  Mandela’s  Soweto  man¬ 
sion  in  October  IPSS.  she  said 
that  the  hearings  had  been  "a 
complete  sham". 

The  “coach”  of  the  so-culled 
Mandela  United  Football 
Cluh.  Jerry  Richardson,  said 
on  Monday  that  he  had  helped 
to  kill  the  two  boys.  Their 
bodies  were  dumped  in  a 
disused  mine  after  their 
throats  were  cut  on  the  orders 
of  Mrs  Mandela.  They  have 
never  been  found. 

According  to  evidence  read 
to  the  commission.  Mrs 
Mandela's  driver  at  the  time 
of  Loin’s  disappearance.  Mich¬ 
ael  Seakamela.  was  due  to 
have  told  the  inquiry  That  he 
also  saw  the  youth  with  his 
employer  before  he  vanished. 
But  the  driver  disappeared  on 
Monday  after  allegedly  receiv¬ 
ing  a  phone  call  from  Mrs 
Mandela. 

She  described  allegations 
that  she  had  been  present 
during  the  abduction  and 
torture  of  four  youths  and 
several  other  murders  as  ludi¬ 
crous.  hallucinations,  lunatic 
statements  and  fabrications, 
although  many  of  the  43 
witnesses  said  otherwise. 
Coquettish  at  the  start  of  the 


Archbishop  Tutu  wrings  out 
an  apology  and  admission  that 
“things  went  wrong”,  reports 
Sam  Kiley  in  Johannesburg 


hearings,  she  offered  a  weak 
defence  in  the  face  of  horrify¬ 
ing  testimony.  This  came  from 
senior  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  members  of  the  South 
Africa's  Government,  witness¬ 
es  and  victims  themselves, 
who  alleged  that  she  had 
ordered  at  least  six  killings 
and  enthusiastically  taken 
parr  in  torture  sessions  in 
which  she  beat  young  men  so 
hard  that  her  whips  broke. 

By  the  end  of  the  day  only 
.Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu. 


6 1  speak  to  you 
as  someone  who 
loves  you  very 
deeply,  who 
loves  your 
family  deeply  9 


chairman  oF  the  commission, 
was  able  to  extracr  a  mild 
apology  after  a  tearful  address 
to  Mrs  Mandela  in  which  he 
begged  her  to  acknowledge 
that  “things  wenr  wrong"  in 
the  late  IQSJs. 

“I  speak  to  you  as  someone 
who  loves  you  very  deeply, 
who  loves  your  family  very 
deeply.  I  wanted  to  say  to  you. 
let  us  have  a  public  meeting 
where  you  could  say.  Things 
went  wrong  and  I  don’t  know 
why  they  went  wrong.’ 

“There  are  many  out  there 
who  would  want  to  embrace 
you  if  you  were  able  to  say 
something  went  wrong  . . . 
and  say  I’m  sorry  for  my  part 
in  it,"  said  the  archbishop  at 
the  end  of  a  day  heavy  with 
grief  over  her  alleged  victims. 

The  hearings  inevitably  Fo¬ 
cused  on  the  death  of  Stompie 
Moeketsi  Seipei.  whose  muti¬ 
lated  body  was  found  on  waste 


ground  after  he  had  been 
abducted  by  the  Mandela 
United  Football  Club  in  De- 
‘  cumber  l OSS.  Mrs  Mandela 
was  fined  for  the  abduction  of 
die  youths  in  a  1991  trial  but 
continued  to  insist  yesterday 
she  knew  nothing  about  them, 
nor  the  dead  Stompie.  At  least 
eight  wimesses  said  earlier 
she  had  presided  over  the 
kidnapping  and  Mr  Richard¬ 
son  confessed  to  having  killed 
the  bey  on  her  orders. 

Mrs  Mandela  said  after  the 
archbishop’s  tearful  plea:  “It is 
true,  things  went  horribly 
wrong  ...  f  am  deeply  sorry." 

Only  hours  before  the  apolo¬ 
gy.  Joyce  Seipei.  who  sat 
through  harrowing  details  of 
her  son’s  death  with  her  three- 
year-old  daughter,  had  been 
threatened  by  members  of 
Mrs  Mandela's  Women’s 
League  in  the  lavatories  dur¬ 
ing  a  break  at  the  hearing, 
reducing  the  woman  to  tears. 

Archbishop  Tutu  con¬ 
demned  the  intimidation.  “It  is 
disgraceful  behaviour  from 
persons  who  are  mothers 
themselves  —  and  it  is  also  a 
criminal  offence  —  towards  a 
mother  whose  child  was  grue- 
somely  killed.  1  condemn  it  in 
the  strongest  possible  terms.  If 
we  have'  sufficient  evidence, 
we  will  press  criminal 
charges." 

Mrs  Mandela  attempted  to 
paint  the  commission  as  an 
arm  of  the  ANC  and  suggested 
that  she  had  been  called  to 
testily  before  the  30th  party 
conference  because  senior 
ANC  members  wanted  to 
block  her  bid  to  became  its 
deputy'  president.  The  allega¬ 
tion  was  denied  by  Dr  Alex 
Bora  in  e.  a  commission  mem¬ 
ber.  who  reminded  Mrs 
Mandela  that  it  was  she  who 
had  called  for  a  public  hearing 
while  the  cbmimssim  would 
have  preferred  to  hear  her 
case  behind  closed  doors. 
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Winnie  Mandela  embraces  Joyce  Seipei.  mother  of  the  murdered  teenage  activist  Stompie,  at  the  truth  commission  hearing  yesterday 


Tutu  treads  softly  over  wounds  of  past 
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JUST  as  advocate  San  jay 
Makanjee  had  Winnie  Madi- 
Idzda-Mandela  on  the  ropes 
and  on  the  verge  of  admitting 
that  her  alibi  in  the  murder  of 
Stompie  Moeketsi  Seipei  was 
a  lie.  yesterday's  hearings  at 
South  Africa’s  Truth  and  Rec¬ 
onciliation  Commission  went 
from  Perry  Mason  to  Oprah 
Winfrey. 

With  her  claim  to  have  been 
out  of  town  the  day  after 
Stompie's  abduction  proved 
to  be  untrue  Mb  Mandela 
was  gasping  for  an  answer 
when  she  was  saved  by  Arch¬ 
bishop  Desmond  Tutu.  South 
Africa's  favourite  unde,  and 
chairman  of  the  commission, 
takes  the  “reconcilia  don"  part 
of  the  commission's  role  espe¬ 
cially  seriously. 

“I  think  we  should  do 
something  now  we  have  been 
meaning  to  do  for  some  time." 
he  said.  “Would  the  victims 
and  families  of  the  victims 
please  come  up  to  the  front?  It 


South  Africa’s  favourite  uncle  puts 
the  emphasis  on  reconciliation  at 
truth  hearings,  Sam  Kiley  writes 


has  been  traditional  that  we 
recognise  the  agony  of  the 
victims  by  standing  up  and 
reflecting  on  their  pain." 

The  bemused  victims,  some 
of  whom  had  accused  Mrs 
Mandela  of  murder,  shuffled 
forward.  Their  lawyers,  who 
were  anxious  to  get  their  teeth 
into  President  Mandela’s  ex- 
wife,  were  plunged  into  confu¬ 
sion  as  Joyce  Seipei. 
Stompie's  mother,  was  grab¬ 
bed  by  the  woman  who  many 
witnesses  alleged  had  tor¬ 
tured  her  son  and  ordered  his 
killing.  Mrs  Mandela  hugged 
her  and  kissed  heron  the  lips, 
grasping  her  by  the  shoulder 
while  photographers  cap¬ 
tured  the  moment 


Set  up  to  investigate  human 
rights  abuses  between  I960 
and  1994  and  to  hear  amnesty 
applications  for  political 
crimes,  the  commission  is  not 
a  court  of  law.  Almost  tooth¬ 
less.  its  most  dramatic  sanc¬ 
tion  can  be  to  deny  amnesty, 
and  recommend  that  the 
police  investigate  any  abuses. 

The  commisshm’s  finding 
on  the  hearings  into  Mrs 
Mandela  and  the  activities  of 
her  gang  of  bodyguards,  the 
Mandela  United  Football 
Cluh.  may  not  be  published 
for  months.  A  criminal  prose¬ 
cution  of  Mrs  Mandela,  if  die 
commission  suggests  it,'  may 
then  take  years  to  complete. 

Over  the  lS-month  life  of  the 


commission's  hearings,  hdd 
all  over  the  country.  witnesses 
and  Archbishop  Tutu  have 
broken  down  as  they  recalled 
torture  sessions  ait  the  fends 
of  the  white  .Government's 
security,  police.  The .  police 
themselves  have  sometimes 
also  broken  down  and  begged, 
for  forgiveness.  One  or  two 
have  even  crossed  the.  hails 
where  tire  hearings  have  been 
held,  in  tears,  jo  embrace  the. 
families  of  their  victims. 

The  process,  many  South 
Africans  say,  is  cathartic.  ^Wie 
cannot  move  forward  until  we 
know  everything  that  has 
happened.  Ami  then- learn  to 
forgive.  If  not  forget,"  -  one 
newspaper  columnist  wrote. 

The  problems  come  when 
major  players  in  the  apart- 
had  drama  refuse  under¬ 
stand  this.  Some  amnesty 
applicants,  such  as  those  in- 
the  Steve  Biko  murder  case  in 
1977.  cannot  forget  that  they 
are  supposed  to  make  "full 


-  and  frank  confessions”,  and 
continue  to  claim  that  their 
victim  "banged  his  bead 
against  -the  wall  during  a 
struggle"  —  thinking,  per¬ 
haps.  that  they  are  in  the  dock 
on  a  minder  charge. 

The  former  President.  P. 
W.  Botha  has  refused  so  aov 
'  knowledge  a  subpoena  eo 
appear  today  at  heariogfrinto 
die  State  Secmity  Council  he 
.  chaired,  saying  the  process 
was  a  “draxs”.  He  wifi  fore 
two  yean  in  jail  if  he  does  not 
turn  up  in  Cape  Town. 

Real  problems  come  far  the 
commission  when  members 
of  the  new  ANiC  establish1  “ 
ment  like  Mis  Mandela  hike 
the  stand.  Few  sympathise 
with  Eugene  de  Kodk.  who 
Tan  the  “Vlakplas"  death, 
squads.  But-  how* does  one 
approach  ai  betd  of  tfiestiug-  •• 
gie  like  Mb  Mandda?  The 
'  answer,  judging thftn  fec[Msr 
eight  days  of  commission 
hearings,  is  gently. . 
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to  brink  of  war 


*7rom  C^Mstopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 

dal  after  the  diSosuJSh^S^  Ik”1?*  a  strike  .on 

country  nearly  to  ^  ■?£  occupied]  Gdan  Hetghls. 

— went  10  war  The  purpose  of  the  supposed 


Syria  last  year 
^information  be- 
teveri  by  Israeli  intelligence. 

'That  episode,  and  the  col- 
lapse  of  Syrian-Isradi  peace 
talks  Jm  1993J.  is  now  befog 
«?mined  by  a  high-level  con? 
mititt  that  will  investigate  the 


attack  was. to  reconquer  part 
of  the  Golan  and  use  it  :fbr 
leverage  in  renewed  v  negotia¬ 
tions  with  Israel."  •- 
After  the  initial '  Haaretz 
disclosures,  the  first  official 
confirmation  .of  the  scandal 
came  from'  David  -Levy,  the 


^  Minister.  He  told 
tS  Israfel  television  that  an  inves- 

P™1  Tel  Avtv  daily  tigation  was  under  way,  but 


Haarea,  whose  veteran  de- 
rcnce  analyst.  Zeev  Schiff. 
“posed  the  latest  spy  affair 

The  paper  added;  The  dan¬ 
ger  of  war  lurked  late  in  the 
summer  of  1996  when  Syrian 
forces  were  observed  making 
unusual  movements  from  Bei- 
iut  and  across  the  Bekaa 
Valley  to  an  area  northeast  of 
Mount  Hermon. 

"Israeli  intelligence  received 
reports  from  a  source  long 
considered  dependable  that 


argued  that. the  issue  had  to-bfe 
seen.  In  ftsproper  context.  “If 
you  rely  on  one  source  without 
integrating  it  with  others,  -you 
are  liable  to  fall  prisoner  to 
eveiy  piece"  erf  information,"  he 
said.  .  -  /A. 

.The  latest  shadow  to  fall 
over  ’Mossad,  •'  the  .."once re¬ 
nowned  Israeli  secret  service; 
came  .with  the  organisation 
already  under  investigation 
after  the  botched  attempt  to 
assassinate  a  leading  member 


land 

By  Chiuctykher  Walker 

ISRAEL  has  failed  to  decide" 
how  much  more  West  Bank 
land  it  Is  prepared  to  hand 
back  to  the  Palestinians,  in 
-advance  of  a  key  meeting  in 
Paris  today  between 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  Made¬ 
leine  Albright,  the  US  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State. 

The  talks,  to  be  followed  by 
more  between  Ms  Albright 
and  Yassir  Arafat  In  Geneva 
tomorrow,  represent  her  sec¬ 
ond  attempt  in  three  weeks  to 
revive  the  stalled  Middle  East 
peace  process.  Similar  meet¬ 
ings  in  Europe  last  month 
achieved  little 

Israeli  officials  said  iftar  Mr 
Netanyahu  and  the  three  se¬ 
nior  ministers  in  his  “kitchen 
cabinet”  had  been  unable  to 
complete  withdrawal  propos- 


over 
concession 


als  during  four  bours  of  talks 
on  Wednesday  and  two  more 
yesterday. 

“I  cannot  say  that  there  are 
substantive  decisions,”  said 
an  aide .  to  one  of  the 
participants. 

Israeli  press  reports 
claimed  differences  between 
"101(1160  cabinet” .  members 
David  Levy,  the  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister,  and  Yitzhak  Mordediai, 
the  Defence  Minister,  on  one 
hand,  and  Mr  Netanyahu 
and  Arid  Sharon,  the  Infra¬ 
structure  Minister,  on  the 
other  on  die .  amount  and 
location  of  land  to  be  ceded. 
Leaks  suggest  that  Israel  is 
prepared  to  offer.only  another 
6-8  percent  of  occupied  land 
m  this  phase  of  the  three 
withdrawals.  The  Palestin¬ 
ians  are  demanding  30  per 
cent  and  Washington  is  insist¬ 
ing  on  at  least  10-12  per  cent 


of  Hamas,  the  Islamic  Resis¬ 
tance  Movement,  in  Jordan  on 
September  25.  • 

All  three  Hebrew  papers  lad 
with  the  new.  scandal  yester¬ 
day,  but  none  identified  die 
false' source  who,  according  to 
Israel  radio,  Jiad  .  deliberately 
misled  successive  Israeli  gov- 
emments.  A  senior  Western 
..  diplomatic  source  saklr  Tt 
wduld  seem,  that  this  was 
•  either  Un  agent  in  place  in. 
Damascus  or  a  Syrian  in  exile 
abroad,  regarded  as  having 
impeccable  contacts  with  the 
.  regime  of  President  Assad."  -  ■ 

.  The  embMTassfrig  disdor 
sures  have  repealed  just  how 
dose  the  Middle.  East  was  to 
war  between  September  and 

-  November  1996.  At  the  time.  T 
was  part  ,pf  an  official  Israeli 
trip  to' the.  northern  border 
and  saw  that  Israeli  forces 
were  on  high  alert,  although 
officers  would  give  no  reason 
and  insisted  that  all  reports  on 
the  alert  be 'filed  through  the 
militaiy  censor".  He  prevented 
me  from  disclosing  that  scores 
of  tanks  were  heading  north 
through,  the  Jordan  Valley. 

_  Haaretz  revealed  that  at  the 

-  time  Washington  was  scepti¬ 
cal  of  the  information,  as  its 
own  sources  reported  no  sign 
of  impending  Syrian  aggres¬ 
sion.  Damascus  passed  diplo¬ 
matic  messages  through 
various  governments,  main¬ 
taining  mat  its  troop  move¬ 
ments  were  only  defensive.  “In 
the  field.  Israeli  military  intel¬ 
ligence  observed  that  the  Syri¬ 
an  army  had  not  assumed  an 
offensive  deployment."  Haar¬ 
etz  added.  “On  the  basis  of 
that  conclusion.  Chief  of  Staff 
Amnon  Shahak  refrained 
from  mobilising  reserves. " 

In  a  separate  development, 
the  London-based  newsletter 
Foreign  Report  disclosed  that 
Mossad  is  now  folly  opera¬ 
tional  in  London  agaiiLafter  a 
ten-year  break  resulting  from 
its  expulsion  by  Margaret 
Thatcher,  then  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  as  a  result  of  three  cases 
which  .allegedly  broke  its 
agreement  with  .  the  British 
Government 
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Europe  pressed 
to  bear  brunt  of 
emission  cuts 


Japan  wants  the  poorer  EU 
members  to  meet  the  same 
reduction  target  as  richer  states. 

ri 
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reports  Nick  Nuttall  in  Kyoto 

mA 

Japanese  rnaiko  dancers  pass  a  Greenpeace  protest  at  the  Kyoto  conference 


......  wlkcu  uy  America 

and  Australia,  raised  the  tem¬ 
perature  at  the  world  climate 
conference  in  Kyoto  yesterday 
when  it  suggested  that  Euro- 
Pean  states  should  bear  toe 
brunt  of  cuts  in  emissions  of 
greenhouse  gases. 

Europe  wants  all  industrial¬ 
ised  nations  to  reduce  carbon 
dioxide  discharges  by  15  per 
cent  by  2010.  But  the  way  it 
plans  to  meet  this  high  target 
came  under  fire  from  Japan, 
which  said  it  was  unfair  and 
possibly  illegal. 

Under  the  scheme,  dubbed 
toe  European  Union  “bubble", 
less  developed  member  states 
such  as  Greece  and  Portugal 
would  be  allowed  to  increase 
toeir  emissions  over  the  com¬ 
ing  years  by  up  to  40  per  cent. 
The  increases  would  be  offset 
by  deeper  cuts  by  the  more 
developed  northern  member 
states  such  as  Germany.  Brit¬ 
ain  and  Luxembourg.  They 
would  reduce  emissions  by  up 
to  40  per  cent  so  that  Europe 
as  a  whole  achieves  its  15  per 
cent  goal. 

Japan  said  that  if  Europe 
stuck  to  its  plan  for  toe 
industrialised  world,  it  should 
take  on  higher  targets  than 
rival  economies.  Toshiaki 
Tan  a  be.  Tokyo’s  Ambassador 
for  Global  Affairs,  said: 
“Some  countries  in  the  EU  will 
have  a  heavy  burden  but 
others  do  not  have  to  bear 
such  a  large  burden.  Acting 
together.  Europe  will  achieve 
greater  advantages." 

He  suggested  that  Japan 
would  be  at  an  economic 


Second  conference 
on  war  booty  to 
target  Nazi  looting 

By  Michael  Binyon,  diplomatic  editor 


disadvantage  to  countries 
such  as  Spain,  and  especially 
France  which,  by  claiming  its 
emissions  are  already  low 
because  of  its  big  nuclear 
industry,  enjoys  a  zero  reduc¬ 
tion  target  under  toe  "bubble". 
Under  the  Japanese  proposal, 
whatever  is  agreed  in  Kyoto 
next  week  could  force  Europe 
to  carry  out  much  deeper 
emission  cuts  than  America, 
Japan  and  the  rest  of  the 
industrialised  world. 

Melinda  Kimble,  toe  Unired 
States  Secretary  for  Global 
Affairs,  said  yesterday  that  a 
European-style  arrangement 
was  not  open  to  America  and 
other  big  industrialised  coun¬ 
tries.  Europe  saw  itself  as  a 
single  economic  entity  as  it 
moved  closer  to  economic  and 
monetary  union,  while  Wash¬ 
ington  took  the  view  that 
Europe  remained  "15  sover¬ 
eign  states". 

Environmental  groups  said 
it  was  no  coincidence  that  the 
attack  on  Europe  came  from 
countries  whose  own  propos¬ 
als  for  toe  industrialised  world 
were  far  more  modest. 

□  Insurance  lobby:  Support 
for  international  efforts  to 
combat  global  warming  is 
now  emerging  from  global 
insurance  and  re-insurance 
companies.  Many,  concerned 
that  a  warmer  planet  would  be 
devastating  to  the  insurance 
business,  are  using  their  mas¬ 
sive  presence  in  global  equity 
markets  as  a  threat  to  publicly 
listed  companies  to  act  fast 
environmentally  or  risk  a  sell- 
off  of  their  stock.  (Reuters) 
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THE  London  conference  on 
Nazi  gold  ended  yesterday 
with  general  agreement  to 
open  any  remaining  archives, 
a  rapid  winding  up  of  the 
Tripartite  Gold  Commission 
ana  a  call  by  America  to  hold 
a  follow-up  conference  next 
year  to  discuss  the  return  of 
art  and  other  property  looted 
by  the  Nazis. 

]  The  240  delegates  represent¬ 
ing  41  countries  agreed  to  hold 
another  meeting  at  the  Holo¬ 
caust  Memorial  Museum  in 
Washington  to  resolve  re¬ 
maining  claims,  including 
bonds  and  insurance  policies, 
by  individuals  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies..  Stuart  Eizenstat,  the 
American  .  Under-Secretary 
who  drew  up  the  US  report  on 
Nazi  gold,  said:  “We  friust  not 
enter  a  new  century  without 
completing  the  business  of  this 
century.  We  have  a  collective 
responsitriliiy  to .  leave  this 
century  having  spared  no 
effort  to  establish  the  truth 
and  to  do  justice. "  At  least  five 
countries  have  agreed  to  con- 


Eizenstat:  called  for 
justice  to  be  done 


tribute  to  toe  fund  Britain  set 
up  in  New  York  to  help  the 
300,000  remaining  elderly  vic- 
•  tims  of  Nazi  oppression.  ■ 

Argentina,  Austria,  Croatia. 
Greece  and  Luxembourg  said 
they  would  contribute.  France 
and  The  Netherlands  said 
they  wanted  to  set  up  their 
own  funds  for  French  and 
Dutch  victims,  but  have  not 
ruled  out  possible  contribu¬ 
tions.  France  is  entitled  to  2-2 
million  tonnes  of  gold,  almost 
half  the  amount  remaining  in 
toe  gold  pooL 

Lord  MacKay  of  Clashfem, 
the  former  Lord  Chancellor 
who  chaired  the  three-day 
meeting,  said  in  his  summing- 
up  that  the  discussion  had 
been  extremely  useful  —  “free, 
frank  and  productive". 

It  had  not  been  one  of 
recrimination,  but  of  construc¬ 
tive  examination  of  present 
action  and  future  plans.  But 
he  made  dear  that  it  was  still 
not  known  how  much  gold  the 
Nazis  stole,  and  probably 
never  would  be. 

A  main  result  was  toe 
promise  to  open  archives.  The 
Vatican,  however,  has  not 
responded  to  any  of  the  calls 
for  it  to  publish  its  own 
archives  on  the  issue,  and  the 
Two  observers  did  not  speak 
throughout  the  conference. 
Lord  Mackay  said  they  made 
dear  from  the  start  that  they 
did  not  wish  to  take  pair. 

Robin  Cook,  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  who  called  the  con¬ 
ference.  said  that  it  had 
achieved  its  objectives  and 
marked  a  step  change  in  the 
efforts  of  the  international 
community  to  “locate  the  truth 
about  this  dark  period  of 
European  history". 
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Woody 
Allen’s 
lost  laugh 
at  Nixon 

By  James  Bone 

A  NEW  YORK  television 
ststwn  has  unearthed  a 
ncrcwiired  1971  TV  film 
py  Woody  Allen  lampoon¬ 
ing  President  Richard 
Nixon  and  is  seeking  his 
permission  to  broadcast  it 
Men  of  Crisis:  the  Har¬ 
vey  Wallinger  Story  slats 
Allen  as  the  top  aide  to 
President  Nixon  in  a  dear 
swipe  at  Dr  Henry  Kissin¬ 
ger,  his  Secretary  of  State. 
The  25-minute  mock  docu- 
rontary  juxtaposes  Allen 
with  a  Nixon  lookalike 
and  oses  news  footage  of 
humbling  politicians. 

The  fictional  Wallinger 
got  his  PhD  in  needle¬ 
work  from  Dr  Kissinger's 
alma  mater.  Harvard 
University,  and  set  a 
record  by  graduating  96th 
in  a  class  of  95. 

Allen  wrote  the  film  in 
ten  days  and  shot  it  for 
state-funded  public  tele¬ 
vision  just  in  time  to  be 
shown  for  Nixon’s  trium¬ 
phant  re-election  cam¬ 
paign  —  before  Watergate. 
The  Public  Broadcasting 
Service  (PBS)  shied  away 
from  broadcasting  it,  how¬ 
ever.  apparently  because  it 
feared  the  wrath  of  the 
thin-skinned  Nixon. 

William  Baiter,  presi¬ 
dent  of  New  York’s  public 
television  station  WNET, 
received  a  video-cassette 
from  an  executive  who 
had  worked  on  the  film. 


Iraq  planned 
to  bribe  UN 
weapons  team 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 
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PRESIDENT  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  of  Iraq  was  convinced  he 
could  bribe  most  of  the  United 
Nations  arms  inspectors  to 
turn  a  blind  eye  to  his  secret 
chemical  and  biological  weap¬ 
ons  programme,  William  Co¬ 
hen.  the  US  Defence  Secre¬ 
tary,  disclosed  yesterday. 

However,  the  Iraqi  leader 
realised  he  would  not  be  able 
to  buy  the  US  and  British 
officials,  Mr  Cohen  said. 

Speaking  at  a  joint  press 
conference  in  London  with 
George  Robertson,  his  British 
counterpart.  Mr  Cohen 
warned  Saddam  that  the  con¬ 
frontation  between  Iraq  and 
the  UN  Special  Commission 
(Unsoom)  responsible  for 
weapons  inspections  was  not 
over.  “The  crisis  has  been  put 
on  hold,  not  resolved,"  he  said. 

After  thanking  Britain  for 
backing  the  United  States  by 
sending  a  military  force  to  the 
Mediterranean  for  potential 
strike  missions  against 
Saddam's  warfare  facilities. 
Mr  Cohen  said  a  senior  Iraqi 
military  officer  who  had  re¬ 
cently  defected  had  given  de¬ 
tails  of  Saddam's  plans  for 
developing  weapons  of  mass 
destruction. 

The  Iraqi  defector,  he  said, 
had  disclosed  that  Saddam 
planned  to  "hide,  conceal  and 


secrete  these  weapons,  that  he 
was  convinced  Unsoom  was 
just  a  temporary  nuisance  and 
that  they  could  be  bought 
anyway”. 

Mr  Cohen  said  Saddam, 
believed  "he  could  bribe  the 
officials  with  the.  exception  of 
the  American  and  British”. 

"Fortunately,  that’s  not  the 
case,  fortunately  we  have  in¬ 
spectors  who  are  doing  a 
heroic  job  and  they  are  very 
professional,"  Mr  Cohen  said. 

He  felt  it  was  his  duty,  he 
said,  to  keep  telling  everyone 
what  the  Iraqi  leader  was 
trying  to  achieve. 

"He  has  been  lying  from  the 
very  beginning.  He  denied  he 
had  any  biological  weapons 
programme  but  the  inspection 
team  discovered  2,100  gallons 
of  anthrax,  one  spore  or which 
could  kill  you  after  a  few 
days,”  he  said. 

Mr  Robertson  made  it  dear 
that  HJMS  Invincible,  the  air¬ 
craft  carrier  which  was  de¬ 
ployed  from  the  Caribbean  to 
the  Mediterranean  and  is 
equipped  with  RAF  Harrier 
GR7s  as  well  as  Navy  Sea 
Harriers,  would  remain  in.  the 
region  for  as  long  as  it  was 
necessary  to  maintain  military 
pressure  on  Saddam. 

Britain  and  the  US  were 
prepared  to  use  military  force 


against  Iraq  if  necessary  to 
ensure  unrestricted  UN  access 
to  all  facilities  in  the  search  for 
chemical  and  biological  weap¬ 
ons,  Mr  Robertson  and  Mr 
Cohen  said. 

Mr  Robertson  said  that,  if 
Saddam  continued  to  defy  the 
UN.  "he  knows  there  are 
forces  there  from  at  least  two 
countries,  and  probably  from 
more,  up  against  him". 

Richard  Butter,  the  Austra¬ 
lian  head  of  Unscom.  is  due  to 
visit  Baghdad  next  week  and 
both  Mr  Cohen  and  Mr 
Robertson  said  he  must  be 
firm  in  demanding  “unfet¬ 
tered”  inspections  for  weapons 

of  mass  destruction. 

"If  he  has  nothing  to  fear, 
then  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  UN  inspectors 
going  into  these  facilities,"  Mr 
Cohen  said. 

□  Iraq  deemed:  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Atomic  Energy  Agency, 
based  in  Vienna,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  Baghdad  did  not 
resort  to  illegal  nuclear  activi¬ 
ties  between  October  29  and 
November  20.  after  the  UN 
inspectors  had  left  the  country. 

The  statement  was  issued  as 
Iraq  ranked  Mr  Butler  among 
Its  "enemies"  and  said  his 
mission  to  persuade  Baghdad 
to  open  all  sites  to  inspection 
was  bound  to  fail. 


John  Travolta  in  Saturday  Night  Fever,  which  evolved  from  a  piece  of  fiction 
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Disco  fever  writer 
is  staying  a  lie 

From  James  Bone  in  new  york 


p  '  •  •  'vv'  original  article  appeared. 
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THE  British  journalist  who 
wrote  the  magazine  article  cm 
New  York’s  disco  culture  that 
became  die  film  Saturday 
Night  Fever  has  cAifessed  that 
he  made  it  up. 

Nick  Cohn  said  the  charac¬ 
ter  played  by  John  Travolta  in 
the  1977  film  was  a  composite 
of  a  Brooklyn,  disco-goer 
glimpsed  in  a  doorway,  a 
teenage,  gang  member  in  his 
hometown.  Deny,  and  Chris, 
a  mod  from  London.  T faked 
it,”  Mr  Cohn  admits  m  a  piece 
marking  the  twentieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  movie  in  New 
York,  the  weekly  in  which  the 
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them.  Bluntly  put,  I  cheated." 
The  confession  means  that  foe 
Saturday  Night  Fever  disco 
phenomenon,  now  popular 
among  a  new  generation,  is ' 
based  on  a  journalistic  myth. 
Travolta's  hip-swinging  char¬ 
acter,  in  his  white  satin  suit 
and  open-necked  blade  shirt 
is  a  plain  impostor. 

Mr  Cohn  describes  how  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  after  an 
energising  spell  in  London  in 
the  1960s  to  find  New  York 
pale  by  comparison.  In  need  of 
an  “energy  fix”  not  available 
at  the  usual  record  company 
parties,  he  trawled  the  streets 
for  colourful  characters  and 
came  upon  a  black  disco- 
dancer  called  Tu  Sweet 

Acting  as  his  guide,  Tu 
Sweet  took,  him  to  the  now 
famous  2001  Odyssey  disco  in 
die  Italian-American  enclave 
of  Bay  Ridge,  Brooklyn. 

Mr  Cota’s  piece  was  pub¬ 
lished  under  the  heading 
Tribal  Rites  of  the  New 
Saturday  Night"  Soon,  Fever 
mama  set  in. 


Ecologist 
accused 
•  of  killing 

Paris:  A  prominent  elected 
official  of  the  French  Green 
Party  was  arrested  early  yes¬ 
terday  for  allegedly  stabbing 

to  death  his  wile’s  36-year -old 
lover  in  what  was  described  as 
a  classic  and  brutal  crime 
passionnel  (Ben  Marin  tyre 
writes). 

Alain  TYedez,  49,  a  senior 
member  of  the  regional  coun¬ 
cil  of  northern  France  and  a 
flamboyant  ecology  cam¬ 
paigner,  was  seized  py  police 
outside  the  home  of  his  alleged 
victim  in  Dunkirk. 

According  to  judicial 
sources.  M  Tredez  appeared  to 
have  launched  a  frenzied  at¬ 
tack  oh  his  rival,  who  has  not 
been  formally  identified. 

Italy  ships  more 
Albanians  home 

Rome=  Two  Italian  naval  ves- 
-sds  ferried  more  than  400 
Albanians  across  the  Adriatic 
to  their  homeland  while  hun¬ 
dreds  of  others  awaked  depor¬ 
tation  at  airports  and  ports  In 
southern  Italy,  after  a  decree 
for  their  expulsion  which 
came  into  force  on  Sunday. 
Authorities  were  shutting 
down  the  last  of  the  church 
shelters  that  have  hosted  some 
17,000  Albanians  who  fled  the 
turmoil  in  their  homeland 
earlier  this  year.  (AP) 

Palme  suspect 
may  be  retried 

Stockholm;  Christer  Betters- 
son,  50.  who  was  convicted  but 
later  acquitted  of  the  1986 
murder  of  Olof  Palme,  the 
Swedish  Prime  Minister,  may 
face  a  new  trial,  according  to 
reports  here.  New  evidence 
makes  It  possible  for  the 
prosecution  to  ask  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  for  a.  retrial. 
Palme*  widow,  Lisberh,  posi- 
^tively  identified  Fettefsson  as 
tiie  killer.  (Reuters) 

Mother  seAt  son 
to  paedophile 

Belfort  A  French  mother,  36, 
was  jailed  for  two  yeans,  one 
suspended,  for  prostituting 
her  14-year-old  son.  The 
paedophile  to  whom  she  sent 
him  was  given  four  years,  one 
suspended.  Plaid  between  Fr30 
(£3)  and  Fr50  for  each  visit,  she 
said  she  "wanted  to  have  a  bit 
of  money  hidden  away  from 
my  husband".  (AFP) 

No-sleeping  pills 

Dhaka:  Taslim  Uddin.  60,  a 
businessman  in  Bangladesh 
with  three  wives  and  13  child¬ 
ren.  has  not  slept  for  13  years 
despite  high  doses  of  seda¬ 
tives,  a  newspaper  reported. 
Doctors  said  he  seemed  to 
have  suffered  no  ill  effects 
from  his  insomnia.  (AFP) 
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Holland 
ready  to 

fill  gaps  in 


bobedme/ap 


From  Mark  Fuller  in  Amsterdam 


THE  Duich  Army  is  consider¬ 
ing  recruiting  Ib-year-olds  in  a 
desperate  attempt  to  fill  ranks 
sev  erely  depleted  by  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  conscription  almost  a 
year  ago.  The  army  is  almost 
25  per  cent  below  its  required 
strength. 

Under  human  rights  legis¬ 
lation.  the  youngsters  would 
not  be  able  to  carry  arms  but 
could  "practise  with  sticks" 
until  they  reached  the  legal 
minimum  age  of  Y7h.  Aca¬ 
demic  requirements  would  be 
towered  for  the  fast-reaction 
force,  which  contributes  to 
Nato  operations.  Military 
command  is  also  considering 
doubling  the  percentage  of 
women  soldiers  to  12  per  cent 
in  a  decade. 

“The  idea  is  to  set  up  a 
college  which  would  give  the 
youngsters  an  education  and  a 
taste  of  the  army,  after  which 
they  could  sign  up  fully."  a 
spokesman  for  the  AFMP 
soldiers'  union  said.  “It  would 
be  done  in  partnership  with 
the  corporate  sector,  so  re¬ 
cruits  could  get  a  chillian  job 
after  a  couple  of  years." 

The  recruitment  problem 
has  been  exacerbated  by  the 
military's  shoddy  image  and 
low  morale.  Since  Dutch 
troops  were  blamed  for  the  hill 
of  Srebrenica.  Bosnia,  in  1995, 
the  military  has  been  rocked 
by  scandals  involving  gross 
misconduct. . 

This  year  soldiers  have  been 
found  guilty  of  drug  smug¬ 
gling.  with  one  non-commis¬ 
sioned  office  running  an 
Ecstasy  distribution  ring  from 
a  base  in  Germany.  A  report 
in  September  revealed  that 
Dutch  officers  taking  part  in  a 
UN  peacekeeping  operation  in 
Angola  had  sex  with  minors 


and  attempted  to  smuggle 
diamonds  and  marijuana.  The 
army  command  was  accused 
of  turning  a  blind  eye  and  did 
not  report  the  misconduct. 

However,  attempts  to  tight¬ 
en  discipline  in  a  military  free 
to  wear  pony  tails  and  ear¬ 
rings  have  largely  misfired. 

Plans  to  shorten  hairstyles 
and  smarten  dress  codes  were 
ditched  recently  after  the  .first 
victim  of  the  new  regime 
raised  a  wave  of  protest. 

A  new  code  of  conduct  for 
the  army  has  also  been 
lambasted  as  infantile.  The 
eight-point  charter,  published  - 
in  October,  consists  of  a  ten 
on  drugs  and  the  inordinate 
consumption  of  alcohoL  Ir 
orders  soldiers  to  respect  all 
cultures  and  human  rights, 
refrain  from  intimidation  and 
“rutnour-mongering  and  tit¬ 
tle-  tattle",  and  to  help  people 
in  need  whenever  they  can. 

An  army  spokesman  said 
the  code,  which  would  have  to 
come  into  effect  before  the  end 
of  next  year,  was  vital  to 
achieve  a  hilly  professional 
military  force  by  2000. 

“The  Dutch  Army  is  in¬ 
creasingly  working  within 
international  crisis-manage¬ 
ment  operations  and  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  exercises.  The 
whole  world  is  watching. 
Dutch  soldiers  have  to  look 
professional  and  an  profes¬ 
sionally,”  he  said; 

To  introduce  the  axle,  the 
army  issued  all  its  35,000 
personnel  with  a  sheet  of 
coloured  stickers  on  which 
were  primed  the  code  text  The 
idea  was  that  soldiers  would  ; 
exchange  stickers  to  get  a  full 
set.' The  union  said  the  code 
was  “an  insult  to  a  soldier's 
intelligence”. 


Ira  Einhorn,  right,  in  a  Bordeaux  court  for  his  extradition  appeal  talks  to  his  lawyer,  Dominique  Delthil 
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French  court  frees 
fugitive  killer  in 
rebuff  to  America 

From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


IRA  EINHORN.  the  former 
hippy  guru  and  convicted 
murderer  who  has  evaded 
American  justice  for  two  de¬ 
cades.  wa&  set  free  yesrerday 
after  an  appeal  court  in  Bor¬ 
deaux  refused  to  extradite  him 
to  America  to  serve  a  life 
sentence. 

Einhorn,  57.  faces  a  1993 
conviction  in  absentia  for  the 
murder  of  his  girlfriend  in 
1977.  but  his  lawyers  success¬ 
fully  argued  thar‘he  would  be 
denied  a  retrial,  as  required 
under  French  law.  if  he  were 
sent  back. 

After  delaying  a  ruling  for 
three  months,  the  Bordeaux 
court  ordered  Einhom's  im¬ 
mediate  release,  in  a  rebuff  to 
the  American  authorities  who 
have  hunted  the  fugitive  since 
1981  when  he  jumped  bail  and 
vanished.  The  chief  prosecutor 
of  Bordeaux  has  appealed 
against  the  verdict. 

The  burly,  bearded  Ein- 
hom.  who  maintains  his  inno¬ 
cence,  said  "thank  you"  when 
the  court  delivered  its  long- 
awaited  ruling.  Immediately 
after  the  court  hearing. 
Einhorn  was  summoned  be¬ 
fore  another  judge  on  charges 


of  using  a  false  passport, 
illegally  living  in  France 
under  an  alias. 

The  convicted  killer  could 
eventually  be  expelled  from 
France  for  violating  immigra¬ 
tion  rules,  but  in  the  meantime 
the  only  restriction  on  his 
movement  is  a  legal  order  to 
remain  in  IheCharenre  region 
of  southwest  France  pending 
the  inquiry  into  his  residency 
status. 

Einhom's  triumphant  law¬ 
yers  last  night  predicted  that 
the  convicted  man  would  nev¬ 
er  be  forced  to  return  to 
America.  “The  United  Srares 
has  realised  today,  to  its 
distress,  that  it  still  has  lessons 
to  learn  from  old  Europe  in  the 
area  of  human  rights.”  said 
Dominique  Delthil.  Einhom's 
lawyer. 

Einhorn  was  convicted  of 
murdering  his  hippy  girl¬ 
friend.  Holly  Maddux,  whose 
body  was  found  in  his  Phila¬ 
delphia  flat  1 8  months  a  her  the 
killing. 

Having  skipped  bail.  Ein¬ 
horn  fled  to  Europe  and  lived 
quietly,  using  various  as¬ 
sumed  names,  in  Britain. 
Scandinavia  and  Switzerland. 
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Rift  between  islands 
widens  as  Nevis 
seeks  independence 


From  David  Adams 

IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

ST  UTTS  AND  NEVIS 

EVER  since  these  two  islands 
were  joined  by  their  British 
colonial  masters  more  than 
100  years  ago,  forming  the 
smallest  nation  in  tins  hemi¬ 
sphere,  St  Kitts  and  Nevis 
have  never  seen  eye  to  eye. 

Now  Nevis  is  hoping  to 
break  away,  after  the  island's 
five-member  assembly  voted 
Iasi  month  to  hold  a  referen¬ 
dum  on  independence. 

Measuring  only  36  square 
miles  and  with  a  population 
of  barely  10.000.  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Nevis  would  rank 
among  the  smallest  countries 
in  the  world,  second  only  to 
Vatican  City  and  the  pbos- 
phate-rich  Pacific  island  of 
Nauru.  "We  might  end  up 
being  the  smallest  country  on 
earth,  but  at  least  the  people 
will  be  free."  said  Kenneth 
Williams,  editor  and  publish¬ 
er  of  the  local  weekly  news¬ 
paper.  the  Sr.Kias-Mevis 
Observer.  The  referendum 
could  be  held  as  early  as. 
April.  .  '  , 

While  St  Kins  has  always 


PROTEST  MEETING 

Agaii&i  Indian  GovernmenTs 
fall  me  to  pontsb  the  perpetrators 
of  {Laban  Mosque  destruction 

on  6  Dec  1992.  aoA  those  who 

compiled  crimes  during  the 
ensuing  riots;  and  the  wroogfal 
detention  of  bondrafe  of 
Muslims  under  TAD  A 
gaL  6  December  1997  6pm 
INDIAN  MUSLIM 
FEDERATION  (UK)  HALL 
Trinity  Close 
London  El  1 4KP 
Tel:  01  SI  558  6399 
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been  the  seat  of  government; 
from  early  colonial  times  it 
was  Nevis  that  outshone  its 
big  brother.  Nevisians  have 
long  grurnbled  that  they  get  a 
raw  deal  from  central  govern¬ 
ment.  "We  are  treated  as 
second-class  citizens,"  said 
Mark  "Brantley,  28.  an  Oxford- 
educated  lawyer  on  Nevis. 
“There  is  a  vast  inequality  of 
infrastructure." 

In. cricket  Nevis  has. pro¬ 
duced  a  crap  of  international 
stars.  Nevisians  proudly 
daim  ahigher  level  of -educa¬ 
tion  and  civic  responsibility. 
The  island boasts  the  highest 
number  of.  dutches  per  capi¬ 
ta  — '  one  for  every  200 
inhabitants  —  in  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  and  is  virtually  crime-free; 
unlike  St  Kitts. 

To  keep  itself  afloat  firian-  - 
daily.  Nevis,  like  other  Eng-. 
Ush-speakhig  islands  in  the . 
Caribbean,  is  staking  its 
future  on  tourism  and  off¬ 
shore  finance. 

Officials  on  St  Kitts  will  not 
discuss  how  they  would  view 
relations  after  a  secession. 
“Any  dismemberment  of  the 
state  Is  not  something  you  can 
be  happy  about,"  said  Joseph 
Edmeade,  the  central  govern¬ 
ment’s  Chief  of  Staff.  “But  we 
are  not  going  around  Jn 
sackcloth.” 
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HOME  LEISURE  PLUS  SYSTEM 

•  Intel  200MHz  Pentium*  •  180  Watt  PMPO 

Processor  with  MMX™  Speakers 

technology  •  56Kbps  Voice  Fax/Modem 

•  32MB  EDO  RAM  •  Canon  BJC  250 

•  4.2GB  UDMA  IDE  Hand  Colour  Printer  , 

Disk  Drive  •  Joystick 

•  15". SVGA  Colour  Monitor  •  Over  £700  of 

•  4MB  3-D  Graphics  Card  Microsoft  and  other 

•  24  speed  Max  CD  ROM  Software 

•  Wavetabfe  32  Soundcard  •  Windows  '95 


EMM  £1291 


«P..  REPAYMENT  EXAMPLE  WW 
HOME  LEISURE  PLUS  SYSTEM 

PC  cash  price  £1323.05  fine  delivery  £27 +VAT  @  17.5%).  Pay  whole 
balance  on  or  before  due  payment  date  interest  tree.  Alternatively,  pay 
36  monthly  payments  of  £51.94.  Total  amount  payable  £1869.84.  APR 
<26.9%.  Written  quotations  upon  request  Finance  subject  to  status.  J 
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OFFICE  CONNECT  SYSTEM 

•  Intel  933MH7  Pentium' it  •  Wavetable  32 


Intel  233MHz  Pentium' It 

Processor 

Midi  Tower  Case 

32MB  SD  RAM 

52GB  UDMA  Hard  Disk  Drive 

15"  SVGA  Colour  Monitor  . 

4MB  3D  Graphics  Card 

24  speed  Max  CD  ROM  Drive 

56Kbps  Waice  Fax/Modem 


Integrated  Sound 
Canon  BJC  250 
Colour  Printer  all 

Joystick  FjH 

Over  £300  of  pjj 

Microsoft  Software^?! 
Windows  '95 
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OFFICE  CONNECT  SYSTEM 

nothing  until  October  1998  ■  not  even  a  deposit  Specification  as  above  plus  a  stack  of  home 
I  entertainment  software  [Bodynilu  *  Kitchen  Gourmet  •  Oeap  IT!  3D  •  The  Oregon  Trail  *  home 
Gardener  •  Typing  Teacher  ■  Reading  Journey] 


FDR  MORE 


GAH  FREEPHONE 


0800  7319372 


THE  BIGGEST  PC  MANUFACTURER  IN  THE  HIGH  STREET 

TINY  COMPUTERS  LIMITED,  REDHILL  BUSINESS  PARK,  BONEHURST  ROAD,  SALFORDS,  REDHILL,  SURREY  RH1  5YB. 

FAX  01293  822  514.  wwwlinycomp.co.uk 

AM  trademarks  acknowledged.  All  prices  and  manufacturers  specifications  are  subject  to  change  wttnout  notice.  Please  check  availability  before  ordenng. 
Goods  are  offered  Tor  sale  subject  to  standard  condhlorts  of  sale  available  on  request  E&0L  Intel  inside  Logo  and  Pentium  are  registered  trademarks, 
and  MMX  is  a  trademark  of  the  Inlet  Corporation.  Prices  exclude  detiveryt- 


ALTRINCHAM* 

BELFAST* 

BIRMINGHAM* 

BOLTON* 

BRIGHTON4 

BRISTOL* 

BROMLEY* 

CAMBRIDGE* 

CANTERBURY* 

CARDIFF* 

CHELMSFORD* 

CHESTER* 

COVENTRY* 

CRAWLEY* 

CROYDON* 

EAUNG* 

EDINBURGH* 


EXETER* 
GLASGOW* 
GLOUCESTER* 
GUILDFORD* 
HUDDERSHELD* 
ILFORD* 
IPSWICH* 
KINGSTON* 
LAKESIDE* 
LEEDS* 
LEICESTER* 
LIVERPOOL* 
UNC0LN* 
LONDON  W1 
LONDON  SWT0 
LONDON  EC2 
MANCHESTER* 
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-SHEFRELD 
NEWCASTLE* 
NORTHAMPTON* 
NORWICH* 
NOTTINGHAM* 
OXFORD* 
PETERBOROUGH* 
READING* 
SOUHUa* 
SOUTHAMPTON* 
STOKE* 
SWINDON* 
TUNBRIDGE  WELLS* 
WATFORD* 
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GETS  DRESSED 


Time  to  put  on 


a  performance 


There  is  a  glorious  mo¬ 
ment  in  Pamela 
Brown's  children's  nov¬ 
el,  The  Swish  of  the  Curtain. 
when  the  band  of  junior 
tbespians  hit  a  snag  in  their 
attempt  to  put  on  a  play.  The 
jeadtng  lady  has  to  make  an 
instant  impact  She  is  magi¬ 
cal,  alluring,  entrancing  and 
so  on.  and  she  needs  to  dress 
the  part  But  there  is  only 
about  half  a  crown  in  the  kitty . 
Not  enough  to  buy  a  single 
yard  of  silk  or  satin'  What  are 
they  to  do?  The  answer  turn¬ 
out  to  be... lining  material. 
It's  flimsy,  it's  dirt  cheap  and 
in  natural  light  it  looks  thor¬ 
oughly  nasty.  By  night  how¬ 
ever.  under  stage  lighting,  it  is 
a  different  stoiy.  It  acquires 
the  glamorous,  pale-blue  lus¬ 
tre  of  a  South  Sea  pearl.  The 
dress  —  and  the  children's 
show  —  are  a  howling  success. 

There  is  a  useful  lesson  here 
for  anyone  currently  contem¬ 
plating  the  prospect  of  a 
month  of  heavy  partying,  and 
it  is  one  that  contradicts  all  the 
normal  rules  of  da thes -buy¬ 
ing.  Proper  shoppers  when 
considering  a  purchase  ask 
themselves  just  two  questions: 
do  I  really  like  it.  and  is  it  of 
superlative  quality  —  beauti¬ 
ful  material  lovingly  made, 
care  hilly  finished?  If  the  an¬ 
swer  to  both  questions  is  yes. 
then  the  sale  is  made.  It  may 
be  eccentric  it  may  be  lost 
season's  look.  None  of  this 
matters.  If  the  workmanship 
is  good  its  time  will  come. 

(In  1986  I  bought,  for  a 
tenner,  a  pair  of  hand-stitched, 
real  crocodile  court  shoes  from 
Bruno  Magli.  They  were  old 
Seventies  slock,  with  square 
toes  and  dunking  six-inch 
heels,  and  they  were  so  wildly 
out  of  fashion  that  they  looked 
quite  shocking.  Everyone  in  the 
office  thought  me  quite  mad  to 
waste  ten  pounds  m  this  reck- 


If.  on  the  other  hand,  you 
are  thinking  of  spending 
from  now  until  Epiphany 
racketing  from  drinks  to  din¬ 
ner  to  nightdubs  to  brunch, 
then  you  should  tell  yourself 
that  Cvhat  your  are  doing  is 
not  getting  dressed  in  the 
ordinary’  sense,  but  putting  on 
a  performance.  And  so  what 
you  need  are  half  a  dozen  little 
outfits  that  will  make  a  brief 
but  dazzling  impact.  .And  the 
place  to  look  for  these  outfits 
is  the  high  street  where  they 
seem  to  turn  around  designer 
looks  with  greater  speed,  skill 
and  economy.  That  crepe 
column  —  is  it  Gucri.  or 
Wallis?  The  beaded  chiffon  — 
Warehouse,  or  Ferretti?  In  a 
dim  fight  with  the  cham¬ 
pagne  sparkling,  believe  me, 
noone  will  be  able  to  tell  — 
unless  you  decide  to  let  them 
get  dose  enough  to  examine 
the  label. 


KENYA 


7  nights  MASAI  SAFARI  from  £893 

Breathtaking  landscapes,  superior  lodges.  Includes 
Sunburn  Serena,  Sweetwaters  Tented  Camp/Mount 
Kenya  Safari  Club,  Lake  Nakuru  and  the  Mara  Serena. 
Can  be  combined  with  Mombasa,  Zanzibar,  the 


Seychelles  &  Mauritius 


in  association  with 


0181 423  3000 


filyKenya  Airways 


The  brightest 
Qfiristmas 
ideas  are  found 
at  Ernest  Jones. 


Ernest  Jones 


The  Diamond  and  Watch  specialist. 
For  your  nearest  store,  call  0181  905  9000 
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(ess  fashion.  But  here  we  are, 
a  decade  later,  and  suddenly 
these  same  shoes  are  so  cut¬ 
ting-edge  it  hurts.  They 
emerged  from  the  depths  of 
the  wardrobe  to  their  long- 
awaited  15  minutes  of  fashion 
fame  and  admiring  cries  of 
“They're  amazing.  Where  did 
you  get  them?”  QED.) 

But  every  rule  has  its  excep¬ 
tion.  and  party  dresses  are  it 
Though  I  suppose  it  depends 
a  bit  on  what  sort  of  party  you 
intend  going  to.  If  you  are 
planning  to  attend  just  one 
perfect,  civilised  soiree,  then 
you  mighr  get  away  with  just 
one  perfect  frock,  hand- 
stitched  by  Sicilian  nuns. 
(Though  if  it  is  the  same 
perfect  frock  as  last  year,  you 
may  be  sure  that  your  young 
man's  last  girlfriend  but  one 
will  sidle  ov  er  and  gush  “Oh, 
you  look  wonderful.  IVe  al¬ 
ways  loved  that  dress.  It  just 
goes  on  and  on.  doesn't  itT) 
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Ready  to  party 
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Hair:  Flavian  Abbas  at  Michaeljohn  Management  using  Sebastian  Products 
Make-up:  Jochen  Fuchs  at  Michaeljohn  Management 


Take  three  girls,  different  budgets,  and  lots  of 
party  invitations.  What  dresses  would  they 
choose?  Grace  Bradbeny  finds  out 


Areally  great  party 
dress  can  transform 
the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  Even  if  your 
social  firmament  doesn't  spar¬ 
kle  very  much,  there  is  always 
one  party  where  dressing  up  is 
de  riguer.  Fashion  pundits 
may  recommend  tuxedos,  me¬ 
tallic  trousers,  clever  combina¬ 
tions  of  camisoles  and  skirts  — 
but  there  is  nothing  like  the  joy 
of  throwing  on  one  really 
stunning  dress.  As  Dorothy 
Parker  said:  “Where’s  the  man 
could  ease  the  heart  like  a 
satin  gown?"  We  asked  three 


consummate  party  girls  — 
none  of  them  models  —  to  go 
□ut  shopping,  each  with  a 
particular  budget  in  mind, 
and  show  off  their  spoils  in  the 
studio.  Here  they  reveal  their 
secrets. 


cifically  to  go  out  in.  Then  I 
found  this  amazing  bead  dress 
by  Elspeth  Gibson,  which  I 
would  definitely  wear  —  if  I 
could  afford  it  It’s  the  kind  of 
thing  that  would  make  a  real 
impact" 


Under  £600:  Nancy  Bridge- 
water,  26,  is  a  designer  who  is 
breaking  into  television.  She 
chose  an  Elspeth  Gibson  em¬ 
broidered  dress.  She  spends 
the  least  of  anyone  on  clothes 
—  but  fantasises  about  having 
a  designer  budget  “I’ve  never 
really  bought  something  spe- 


Under  £150:  Millie  Saunders, 
24.  PA  to  Chris  Bailey,  director 
of  Jigsaw  menswear,  wears  a 
red  slip  dress  by  Belle  Aura. 
The  woman  behind  Belle  Aura 
is  Deborah  Anderson,  a  singer 
who  began  making  handbags 
to  pay  the  rent  She  takes 
antique  slips,  dyes  them  using 
Dylon  and  adds  beautiful  silk 
flowers  and  velvets,  making 
each  dress  a  one-off.  Nicole 
Kidman  recently  bought  five 
in  one  go.  Winona  Ryder  is 
another  client. 

“I  go  to  a  lot  of  parties,  same 
of  them  connected  with  work, 
and  I  tend  to  wear  different 
things.  I’d  never  heard  of  Belle 
Aura  before,  but  I  think  this 
dress  is  a  real  find.” 


Under  £50:  Marika  Chkhe- 
idze,  IS,  is  reading  history  at 
King's  College  London.  She 
lived  in  Moscow  until  she  was 
10,  when  her  family  moved  to 
London.  Her  family  takes 
clothes  very  seriously. 

"I'm  going  to  two  university 
balls  before  Christmas  and  a 
big  new  year  do.  I  would 
definitely  wear  this  Etam 
dress,  and  it's  so  cheap." 


Enjoy  some  Fresh  Sensations 
this  Christmas. 
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1  was 
threatened 

with  a 
baseball  bat 
in  front  of 
my  children’ 

It’s  Christmas  and  thousands  will 
be  borrowing  from  loan  sharks.  Bill 
Frost  talks  to  somebody  who  did 


There  was  a  time  when 
the  drinks  were  al¬ 
ways  on  Trevor:  his 
generosity  seemed  as 

boundless  as  his  spending 
power.  He  lavished  every  area- 
rure  comfort  on  his  family  and 
treated  himself  regally,  too: 
designer  suits,  a  new 
Mercedes  and  regular  weeks 
in  Majorca,  playing  golf  with 
his  friends. 

The  memory  of  those  "gold¬ 
en  days"  is  painful  now  as  he 
sits  chewing  his  nails,  embar¬ 
rassed  that  he  can-  _ 

not  afford  a  half  of 
bitter.  He  has  cho¬ 
sen  to  meet  in  a 
pub  “off  the  man¬ 
or"  fearing  recog¬ 
nition.  humiliation 
or  worse  in  his  old 
West  London 
haunts. 

From  enjoying 
an  annual  salary  of 
almost  six  figures 


He  was  two 
repayments 
behind  and 
Howard  had 
promised 


as  both  jobbing  -•  Him  a  hiding 

builder  and  market  ' _ 

trader.  Trevor  bare' 


slid  inexorably  into  crippling 
debt  and  the  clutches  of  loan 
sharks  —one  a  member  of  his 
extended  family.  He  owes 
about  £18,000  to  various  legiti¬ 
mate  creditors  and  an  undis¬ 
closed  sum  to  the  others. 

As  Christmas  approaches, 
tens  of  thousands  of-  people 
will  be  seeking  out  loan 
sharks,  too  —  traditionally, ' 
business  booms  at  this  time  of 
year.  However,  temporary  re¬ 
lief  from  poverty  comes  at  a 
very  high  price,  as  Trevor 
knows  only  too  welL 

“I  suppose  my  lowest  point 
came  last  Christmas  when  my 
cousin  threatened  me  with  a 
baseball  bat  in  front  of  my 
children  after  I  fell  behind  in 
my  payments.  He  prodded  me 
in  the  gut  a  few  rimes  and 
smacked  me  round  ihe  face. 

"1  wasn’t  frightened  —  just 
humiliated  in  front  of  my 
family,  and  that’s  a  lot  worse. 
My  wife  came  home  as  he  was 
leaving  and  knew  something 


was  up.  She  wanted  to  kill 
Howard,  ray  cousin.  I  felt  such 
shame  thar  I  wanted  to  die." 

Trevor,  35,  has  the  beaten 
and  furtive  look  of  a  man  who 
has  lost  all  self  respect.  His 
nails  are  binen  to  the  quick 
and  his  fingers  are- stained 
brown  by  tobacco. 

T  never  really  smoked  be¬ 
fore,  now  it’s  my  lifeline,  a 
necessity  not  a  luxury.  My 
Mum  gives  me  a  fiver  a  day  to 
live  on — can  you  imagine  how 
that  feels  after  all  1  once  had?" 

_  Financial  ruin 

crept  up  slowly  — 
he  was  not  aware 
how  tightly  he  had 
become  ensnared 
in  debt  until  the 
county  court  sum¬ 
mons  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  council  tax 
arrived.  Then  there 
were  the  bailiffs 
and  the  threaten¬ 
ing  calls. 

His  troubles  be¬ 
gan  18  months  ago 
when  building 


work  began  to  dry  up  and 
Trevor  “couldn’t  be  arsed  to  go 
out  looking  for  more".  His 
fruit  and  vegetable  stall  was 
Ming.  too. 

"I  was  sitting  on  a  pile  of 
money  though,  so  I  didn't 
worry  too  much.  1  could  make 
the  mortgage  repayments  of' 
£700  a  month  out  of  my 
capital,  or  so  I  thought .  ‘ 1 

However,  the  bills  began  to 
pile  up  and  Trevor  left  the 
envelopes  unopened.  Final  de¬ 
mands  arrived  and  then  letters 
threatening  legal  action. 

“The  few  I  did  read  made 
me  worried  side,  so  I  just  gave 
up.  It  got  to  the  point  where  I 
felt  ill  in  the  morning  when  I 
heard  the  letterbox  rattle. 

"1  just  pulled  the  duvet,  over 
my  head  and  tried  to  go  back 
to  sleep.  When  my  wife  Cheryl 
asked,  I  told  her  that  1  would 
settle  all  the  bills  the  following 
week  —  for  a  while  that 
satisfied  her." 

Meanwhile.  Trevor  was 


Traditionally,  business  booms  for  loan  sharksat  this  time  of  year.  However,  relief  from  poverty  comes  at  a  very  high  price 


“still  spending  for  Britain":  a 
mountain  bite  for  his  ten- 
year-old  son,  Stephen,  on  foe 
-  day  a  summons  arrived,  and 
tfesi^ier clothes  for  Ws  daugh¬ 
ter,  Gina.  . 

“I  knew  it  was  crazy,  bur 
thought  my  luck  was  bound  to 
change.  1  had  begun  to  drink  a 
bit,  too — it  seemed  to  take  the 
worry  away." 

Affer  a  furious  argument 
with  his  wife,  sparked  by  a 
safes  assistant’s  refusal  to 
accept  her  storecard,  Trevor 
made  a  determined  effort  He 
opened  his  bills  and  paid  those 
he  could. 

"I  felt  better  for  a  couple  of 
weeks  and  foe  arguments 
stopped.  But  we  were  still 
going  out  to  dinner  and  living 
as  we  had  before  —  of  course,  I 


see  now  it  was  madness,  but 
we  needed  to  escape." 

Inevitably,  foe  bills  piled  up 
once  more,  and  Trevpr  grew 
increasingly  desperate  and 
sought  advice  from  a  distant 
cousin  who  dealt  in  second¬ 
hand  cars  and  lent  money. 

“He  offered  me  a  couple  of 
grand  but  didn’t  say  anything 
about  the  interest  rate,  which 
was  about  1,000  per  cent.  like 
the  drowning  man,  I  was 
ready  to  grab  at  anything." 

Trevor  defaulted  on  How-, 
aid’s  loan  after  three'  repay¬ 
ments.  His  cousin  began 
making  threats  immediately. 

"I  couldn’t  believe  what  I 
was  hearing  —  I  was  fright¬ 
ened  for  myself  and  the  family. 
My  only  option  was  to  borrow 
off  someone  else  to  pay  him." 


Give  him  a  present  you’ll 
be  happy  he  opens. 
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By.'last  autumn,  Trevor  had 
sold  his  car,  his  adfdubs  and 
“even  foe.  children's  tele- 
virions"  to  pay  off  the  second 
loan  shark.  He'  put  his  home 
on  the  market  and  foundpart¬ 
time  work  as  i;  plumbers’ 
mate.  Meanwhile,  his  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Cheryi  was  dete¬ 
riorating. 

By  Christmas,  Trevor  was 
in  despair  —  there  woe  no 
presents,  no  tree,  no  turkey. 
He  was  two  repayments  be¬ 
hind  and  Howard  had  prom¬ 
ised  him  a  “good  hiding". 

Two  days  after  bong  threat¬ 
ened  with  a  baseball  bit  by  his 
cousin,  Trevor  came  home  to  a 
note  from  Cheryl  saying  she 
was  taking  the  children  to  her 
mother's  and  he  should  not ' 
contact  them.  That  night  he 
spent  his  last  £20  on  alcohol. 

“That  was  the  worst  Christ¬ 
mas  of  my  life,  I  don’t  think 
I’ve  ever  felt  lower.  I  wanted  to 
go  round  to  my  Mura's  but  felt 
too  ashamed.  1  think  I  was 
dose  to  suicide. 

"Debt  had  destroyed  me 
personally  and  my  relation¬ 
ship  with  Cheryl.  And  it  had 
taken  away  foe  children’s  re¬ 
spect  for  their  father.” 

In  February  Trevor  found  a 
buyer  for  his  house.  Cash  for 
odd  building  jobs  and  “a  few 
big  wins  on  the  horses"  had 
enabled  him  to  keep  Howard 
at  bay. 

With  the  small 
profit  from  foe 
sale  of  his  house, 
he  paid  off  his 
cousin  and  invested  in  a 
friend's  business.  At  first,  the 
venture  went  well.  However, 
within  a  couple  of  months 
profit  had  become  kiss  and 
Trevor  was  back  in  debt. 

“I  suppose  you  can  predict 
foe  rest  —  of  course.  I  went 
bade  to  the  loan  sharks.  Irsnot 
big  money  this  time  though:  I 
can  handle  the  repayments 
without  a  wife  and  family  to 
support." 

His  confidence  that  "things 
will  come  good  soon",  echoed 
by  fictional  debtors  featured  in 
Sunday's  BBG2  drama  Bump¬ 
ing  The  Odds,  is  dearly 
misplaced.  Trevor  knows  that 
life  has  cast  him  as  a  victim. 

Rob  Rohrer,  director  of 
Bumping  The  Odds,  knows 
the  Trevors  of  tins  world  very 
wdl.  Having  made  a  docu¬ 
mentary  about  loan  Sharks 
four  years  ago,  he  has  nothing 
but  sympathy  for  their  victims. 

"My  film  is  drama  based  on 
the  experience  of  making  a 
documentary.  The  stories  we 
tell  are  typical  and  very  dis¬ 
tressing.  When  you  go  to  a 
loan  shark  you  open  the  door 
qn  organised  crime  and  vio¬ 
lence.  It's  a  trap  from  which 
there  is  no  escape." 

Trevor  is.  only  too  wdl 
aware  of  lost  self  esteem  — 
before  leaving,  he  asks  for  a 
contribution  towards  his  tube 
fore.  His  shame  is  palpable. 
Whan  we  speak,  Howard 


says  he  “feels  dead  sorry  for 
Trevor’YAifor  loan  sharking 
—  “not  mefjnate.  youtye  got  ir 
completely  wrong":  ;.' 

He  beqmifistruculehtand  is 
only  mgMgg^whenfoJd  fo&t 
Trevor  iS'lfiHi  gratdurfor  his 
help.  '■ 

“Sure,  1  bailed  him  out 
when,  things  were  tough.  But 
the  argument  at  his  home  was 
about  something  else,  a  pri¬ 
vate  family  matter.  I  worry 
about  him  though.  These 
days,  Trevor  is  the  type  that 
has  victim  written  all  over. 

“You  don’t  mess  with  the 
people  he  owes  —  sharks  by 
name  and  sharks  by  nature. 
Still,  like  they  say,  there’s  one 
born  every  minute.”. 

•  Bumping  The  Odds,  Sunday. 
BBG2. 10.15pm 


Men  behaving 
like  girlies 

Somewhere  along  the  line, 
men  appear  to  have  lost  the 
plot  says  Penny  Wark 


Alan  Schubert  will  not 
thank  me  for  saying 
so  but  he  really  is  a 
bit  of  a  giilie.  Desperate  he 
may  have  been  when  he  took 
a  pair  of  scissors  to  £4.000 
worth  of  his  I  overt  clothes 
(she  had  been  indulging  In  a 
touch  of  duplicitous  behav¬ 
iour,  it  .seems)  but  what  he 
didn't  think  through  .was 
how  he  would  appear  to  the 
outside  world  afterwards. 
Which,  in  my  view,  is  not 
avenged  or  powerful  —  but 
distinctly  wet 
Meticulously  executed  re¬ 
venge  is  girl's  stuff.  Remem¬ 
ber  Pamelia  Bondes  dis¬ 
posing  of  the  crotches  in 
Andrew  Neil’s  suits,  and 
Lady  Sarah  Moon  distribut¬ 
ing  her- erring  husband’s 
bat  daret  to  the  neigh¬ 
bours?  Quite.  When  men 
are  unfaithful, 
this  is  what 
women  do  and 
they  do  Dot,  please 
note  Mr  Schubert 
fold  up  wrecked 
clothes  after¬ 
wards.  This  looks 
like  a  pathetic  ges¬ 
ture  of  apology 
which  cancels  out 
the  malice  he  sure¬ 
ly  felt 

Mr  Schubert’s 
desperate  act 
came  to  public 
view  when  he  was  hauled  up 
before  the  beak  in  Norwich 
to  plead  guilty  to  criminal 
damage.  He  was  not  aware 
of  foe  value  of  the  clothes 
owned  by  his  lover,  Susan 
Lawrence,  a  dothes  shop 
manageress  with  easy  access 
to  designer  labels,  and,  as  he 
protested:  “I  did  not  use 
violence . . .  like  other  people 
have  done.  Thai  was  the  only 
way  1  could  get  back  at  her 
for  hurting  me." 

How  very  new  man,  how 
very,  politically  coifed  and 
how  pleased  we  are  that  be 
did  not  punch  anyone  on  the 
nose.  Yet  still,  I  fear.  Mr 
Schubert  has  made  a  signifi¬ 
cant  misjudgmeoL  For  a 
man  to  ape  foe  more  subtle 
of  the  female’s  tactics  may  be 
the  ultimate  example  of  girl 
power  but  it  is  also  weirdly 
emasculating.  Blame 


women,  if  you  must  but  it 
scans  that  men  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  lose  the  plot 

Over  foe  past  25  years  they 
have  embraced  nappy- 
changing,  learnt  to  cook  and 
joyfully  taken  over  foe  dish¬ 
washer.  while  we  have 
marched  out  to  work  and 
built  careers. 

They  can  probably  just 
about  cope  with  the  mechan¬ 
ics  of  aO  that  but  what  really 
bamboozles  them  is  the  emo¬ 
tional  stuff.  Here  we  are 
asking  them  to  activate  their 
sensitive  tuts  and  they  think 
that  means  being  giris. 

You  can  understand  their 
predicament  Last  Saturday 
a  young  female  relative 
subjected  me  to  An  Audi¬ 
ence  with  the  (ghastly)  Spice 
Girls  and  I  was  appalled  to 
see  the  ritual  humiliation  of 
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Susan  Lawrence’s  damaged  coat 


the  half  a  dozen  token  men 
allowed  to  take  part  If 
Jonathan  Ross  and  his 
friends  had  any  sense  they 
would  have  stayed  at  home, 
poured  a  beer  and  turned  on 
the  sports  channel 
What  men  must  under¬ 
stand  .is  that  we  don’t  want 
them  to  join  in  every  sisterly 
activity.  They  don’t  have  to 
be  subjected  to  every  last 
drop  of  gossip  or  endure 
every  shopping  trip,  and  in 
return  they  can  continue  to 
lie  on  the  floor  in  darkened 
rooms  watching  all  the  crick¬ 
et  and  footie  they  can  find.  I 
know  this  is  confusing  but 
we  do  actually  like  it  when 
they  are  manly  and  do  the 
old  hunter-gathereiinotec- 
tor  bit  The  rules  have  be¬ 
come  bewildering,  I  know, 
but  that's  the  way  they  are. 
Sony. 
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Auntie's  bloomers  are  such  bad 
news.  Michael  Leapman  oh  why 
technical  hitches  have  undermined 
confidence  in  News  24 — the  BBCs 
all-news  cable  station 
Pages  44-47 
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THERE  ARE  THREE  VERY  SPECIAL  WORDS  NO 
WOMAN  WILL  EVER  FORGET.  ^ 
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Holistic 
medicine  for 
the  excluded 

John  Lloyd  says  Mandelson’s  unit 
heralds  a  revolution  in  government 


One  “challenge  above 
all  others"  will  be  mer 
next  week;  the  “most 
important  innovation"  Labour 
has  made  in  government  will 
be  unveiled.  That  challenge 
must  be  overcome,  that  inno¬ 
vation  must  be  seen  to  work, 
before  Labour  "can  deserve 
another  historic  victory" 
Could  die  stakes  be  higher? 

The  speech  from  which 
tho?  *  quotations  were  taken 
was  made  in  the  dog  days  of 
August  by  Peter  Mandelson, 
the  Minister  without  Pbrtfolio. 
The  challenge  he  raised  was 
that  of  sodaJ  exclusion.  This  is 
what  the  Government  calls  the 
poor  or  the  underclass,  prefer¬ 
ring  the  longer  phrase  because 
it  believes  ir  better  describes  a 
condition  that  is  less  a  product 
oF  lack  of  money  or  socio¬ 
economic  position  than  of 
excision  from  the  networks 
which  provide  jobs,  support, 
and  sociability. 

It  was  seen  —  naturally — as 
a  gambit  to  attract  party 
support  for  the  seat  he  then 
coveted  on  Labour's  National 
Executive  Committee;  what, 
after  all.  has  Mr  Mandelson  to 
do  with  the  socially  excluded, 
or  they  with  Mr  Mandelson? 

It  hus  meant  to  serve  ambi¬ 
tion;  what  senior  politician's 
speech  is  not?  But  the  words 
remain  on  record  —  en¬ 
shrined.  indeed,  in  a  Fabian 
pamphlet  —  long  after  the 
gambit  failed.  A  person  of  the 
stature  of  the  Minister  without 
Portfolio  has  pledged  that 
success  in  overcoming  social 
exclusion  is  a  condition  of 
winning  the  next  election. 

He  also  said  that  the  medi¬ 
um  through  which  this  mod¬ 
em  scourge  is  to  be  tackled —a 
Social  Exclusion  Unit,  work¬ 
ing  within  the  Cabinet  Office 
directly  to  the  Prime  Minister 
— would  be  up  and  running  by 
September,  ft  did  not  happen; 
but  the  unit  has  been  coming 
together  for  the  past  month, 
and  will  be  formally  an¬ 
nounced  early  next  week.  The 
delay  was  due  to  the  time 
needed  to  assemble  the  dozen 
high-flying  civil  servants  and 
voluntary’  sector  executives 
who  are  its  staff.  But  if  the  time 
taken  was  due  to  bureaucratic 
hurdles,  the  aim  of  the  unit  is 
to  slash  bureaucracy — even  to 
revolutionise  government.  Mr 
Mandelson  was  right  this  will 
be  —  if  it  works  —  the  most 
important  innovation  Labour 
introduces  into  government. 

The  task  itself  is  not  so  much 
vast  as  system-challenging. 
What  we  know  of  the  socially 
excluded  —  and  they  are  much 
studied  —  points  to  families 
and  individuals  for  whom  the 
very  workings  of  the  modem 
world  militarc  against  their 
inclusion.  Unable  or  unwilling 
to  educate  themselves,  they  do 
not  know  how  to  read  the 
increasingly  intricate  instruc¬ 
tions  to  contemporary*  life. 
Unlike  their  predecessors,  the 
jxior.  they  have -narcotics  — 
the  legal  kinds  which  come  via 
the  screen  in  the  comer  of  the 
room,  the  illegal  kind  which 
are  bought  in  the  alley.  These 
keep  them  quiet,  bur  further 
deepens  their  exclusion. 

To  reach  and  “include” 
these  people  while  simulta¬ 
neously  furthering  and  cele¬ 
brating  the  forces  whidi 
exclude  them  will  take  some 
doing.  But  the  unit's  brief  is 
only  parr  at  it a  broader  pur¬ 
pose.  It  is  explicitly  meant  to 
be  a  prototype  for  a  re- 
invention  erf  government. 
Those  who  are  designing  the 
unit  believe  that  it  will  succeed 


in  its  first  aim  of  inclusion  only 
if  it  succeeds  in  its  secondary 
aim  of  deconstructing,  then 
reconstructing.  Whitehall. 

What  is  being  proposed  is 
nothing  less  than  an  end  to  the 
departmentalism  whidi  has 
its  roots  in  the  19th  century, 
and  which  has  survived  fun¬ 
damentally  unchanged  to  this 
day.  It  has  for  some  time  been 
a  major  strand  of  new  Labour 
‘hinking  that  this  no  longer 
serves  its  purposes;  that  its 
radicalism  and  ambitions  can¬ 
not  be  cramped  within  a 
Victorian  corset,  and  that  it 
must  be  ripped  open. 

Ripped  open,  to  be  replaced 
with  something  whidi  has 
been  given  a  name:  “holistic 
government".  The  name  is 
that  of  a  pamphlet  published 
by  Demos,  the  most  influential 
new  Labour  think-tank,  whose 
founder  Geoff  Mulgan  has  a 
crudal  role  at  the  Downing 
Street  polity  unit  Demos  de¬ 
fines  as  holistic  an  administra¬ 
tion  which  deals  with  issues  in 
the  round  rather  than  through 
dozens  of  separate  agencies 
and  departments. 

The  idea  is  that  the  families 
and  individuals  who  consti¬ 
tute  the  excluded  are  “consum¬ 
ers"  of  subsidies,  services,  and 
advice.  The  case  workers  who 
now  guard  the  portals  of  the 
agencies  set  up  to  minister  to 
the  excluded  would  be  liberat¬ 
ed  to  shape  the  packages  they 
need  to  gain  inclusion  again. 
By  purchasing  services  across 
departments,  such  packages 
should  be  more  or  less 
individualised  solutions  to  in¬ 
dividual  problems.  Instead  of 
trying  to  “cure"  social  exclu¬ 
sion.  the  State  should  concen¬ 
trate  on  preventing  it. 

The  fragmented  and  feu¬ 
dal  nature  of  govern¬ 
ment  departments  — 
which  enforces  turf  wars,  own¬ 
ership  of  clients  and  ministeri¬ 
al  competitiveness  —  is  hostile 
to  this  project.  The  Social 
Exclusion  Unit  is  designed  to 
destroy  this  feudal  culture.  Us 
civil  servants  are  taken  from  a 
variety  of  departments.  Within 
each  department,  a  minister 
below  Cabinet  rank  and  a 
senior  civil  servant  are  as¬ 
signed  to  the  unit  The  perma¬ 
nent  secretaries’  group  on 
social  exclusion,  set  up  on  an 
ad  hoc  basis  under  the  previ¬ 
ous  Government,  continues  to 
meet.  At  the  apex  of  this 
structure  sits  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  to  whom  the  unit  reports. 
Tony  Blair  said  of  it  last  week 
that  it  was  “in  many  ways  the 
defining  difference  between 
ourselves  and  the  previous 
administration" 

If  the  unit  works,  it  works 
twice.  It  includes  the  excluded, 
and  exdudes  the  archaic.  It 
erects  a  working  model,  at  the 
very  heart  of  government,  of  a 
new  way  of  running  the  coun¬ 
try.  It  is  new  Labour  doing 
what  it  was  bom  for.  It  wilL  if 
successful,  stand  as  the  an¬ 
swer  to  Roy  Hartersley.  who 
has  kept  up  a  withering  fire  an 
what  he  sees  as  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  empty  pretensions  to 
deal  with  poverty. 

And  it  will,  if  sucoessfoL 
convince  those  of  us  who 
bought  and  still  buy  new 
Labour’s  economic  claims  that 
we  were  right.  Its  failure 
would  be  disillusioning  indeed 
—  for  the  electorate,  too.  It  is  in 
society’s  depths  where  new 
Labour  will  find  its  just  des¬ 
serts,  or  be  denied  them. 

John  Lloyd  is  associate  editor 
of  the  New  Statesman. 


The  price  of  Paddy’s  pact 


On  Monday  this  week  the 
46  liberal  Democrats 
elected  in  May  were  of¬ 
fered  what  was  perhaps 
their  best  opportunity  so  far  to 
embarrass  die  Government.  And  this 
would  have  been  no  mere  opportun¬ 
ism.  They  had  the  chance  to  present 
an  honest  case  consistent  with  their 
principles  and  passions. 

The  occasion  was  a  debate  on 
welfare.  The  Social  Security  Secre¬ 
tary.  Harriet  Harman,  was  twisting 
on  the  rack  of  an  Opposition  motion 
criticising  her  policies  towards  single 
parents,  pensioners  and  the  disabled. 

Both  the  Conservative  and  Labour 
parties  were  on  sticky  ground.  Ms 
Harman  was,  after  all,  implementing 
Tory  policies  running  counter  to  the 
whole  spirit  of  new  Labour's  cove¬ 
nant  with  the  weakest  in  society.  Ms 
Hannan's  argument — “single  moth¬ 
ers  want  work,  not  benefit"— rang  as 
false  as  Tory  complaints  on  single 
mothers’  behalf. 

Hannan  faced  mutiny  from  her 
own  backbenchers.  A  third  of 
Labour’s  parliamentary  infantry  had 
written  protesting  to  the  Chancellor. 
Journalists  were  alert  The  whips  had 
made  strenuous  efforts  to  scare 
dissenters  off  and  drag  into  the 
diamber  all  the  bootlickers  they 
could  find.  The  Labour  benches  were 
half-empty,  and  uneasy. 

What  an  opportunity  for  Paddy 
Ashdown!  As  Harriet  Hannan  rose 
at  338 with  the  front  bench  beside  her 
tight-lipped,  her  backbenchers 
gagged  and  the  official  Opposition 
hobbled,  there  was  only  one  party 
with  the  moral  right  and  the  weight 
of  numbers  to  make  a  noise,  liberal 
Democrats  are,  by  habit  the  best 
attendees  in  the  chamber.  Now,  with 
head  and  heart  and  in  full  throat 
they  could  have  created  quite  a  fuss. 

Three  turned  up.  There  was  David 
Rendel,  the  Ub-Dem  soda!  security 
spokesman,  plus  two  backbenchers: 
less  than  7  percent  of  their  party.  The 
Tories  numbered  a  little  above  20: 
about  15  percent  and  a  similar 
proportion  to  the  Partiamentary  Lab¬ 
our  Party's  backbench  showing.  Lat¬ 
er.  other  lib  Dems  wandered  in,  at 
around  the  time  the  press  were 
wandering  out  the  critical  opening 
speeches  —  the  time  when  the 
Government  was  embarrassable  — 
having  passed.  When  it  came  to  the 
division,  the  party,  headed  by  Paddy 
Ashdown,  joined  the  Government  in 
voting  down  the  Opposition  motion. 

Call  me  a  parliamentary  anorak. 
bur  1  flunk  that  was  significant.  It 
does  not  really  matter  whether  the 
big  patch  of  empty  green  lealher  and 
the  while  space  in  the  Hansard  list  of 
Ayes,  where  Liberal  Democrats 


Liberal  Democrats  are  letting  Labour  off 
the  hook  — and  betraying  their  principles 


ought  to  have  been,  arose  by  mistake, 
adjudgment  or  design.  You  do  not 
need  to  postulate  conspiracy  to 
conclude  that  our- third  party  feels 
hesitant  on  die  question  of  whether 
its  role  is  to  make  serious  trouble  for 
this  Government.  However  things 
may  look  outside  Westminster  and 
on  tiie  pollsters’  charts;  in  the 
Commons  chamber  the  Labour  Party 
is  an  open  goal  and  the  Tories  are 
injured  players.  This  is  the  Lib  Dems’ 
big  chance  to  score,  and  they  haven't 
even  got  their  boots  on. 

Nor  do  we  speak  only  of  games¬ 
manship.  The  Liberal  Democrats' 

opportunity  is  more  _ 

than  tactical  and 
arises  from  princi¬ 
ple.  If  I  search  my 
own  imagination 
for  what  makes  an 
MP.  an  activist  or  a 
core  supporter  a 
Liberal  Democrat, 
the  words  liberty 

and  compassion  - 

leap  forward.  That 
in  practice  these  two  ideas  can  pull  in 
opposing  directions  is  a  contradiction 
with  which  liberals  in  every  age  and 
all  parties  have  to  wrestle.  It  sub¬ 
tracts  not  a  whit  from  their  centrality 
within  our  third  party’s  instincts, 
liberals  really  do  believe  in  individ¬ 
ual  freedom  —  that  is  why  they  did 
not  became  soriaiiszs.  And  they  really 
do  believe  in  the  State’s  overriding 
duty  to  care  for  the  weak.  That  is  why 
they  did  not  become  Tories. 

Liberty  and  compassion.  And 
where  does  new  Labour  inspire  the 
most  profound  unease?  Not,  surely, 
on  the  issue  of  competence.  Blair, 
Brown.  Mandelson  and  their  team 
are  eminently  businesslike.  Not  on 
the  grounds  of  economic  prudence 
either  the  healing  of  "old”  Labour's 
greatest  vulnerability  is  Brown’s  and 
Blair’s  greatest  achievement 

Nor  are  they  any  longer  open  to  the 
charge  of  dogma  or  extremism:  new 
Labour  is  beautifully  focused  upon 
the  centre:  middle-class,  middle¬ 
brow,  mid  dle-in  oome,  middling- 
opinion  middle  Britain.  Crime  is 
falling  and  Jade  Straw  impresses;  the 
economy  is  strong;  foreign  policy 
seems  in  safe  hands;  education  is  the 
Prime  Minister's  “passion'';  and  on 
Europe  Labour  boxes  dever. 

So  why  do  we  shudder?  Something 
about  the  new  Government  of  “New 
Britain”  chills.  What  is  our  unease?  A 
suspicion.  1  suggest,  that  two  sections 


Matthew 

Parris 


of  new  Labour’s  considerable  crani¬ 
um  are  under-developed  or  shrunk: 
that  part  marked  “liberty”  and.  that 
part  marked  “compassion". 

Mo  Mowlam  denies,  and  an 
alleged  witness  to  the  incident  stoutly 
insists,  that,  while  Leader  of  the 
Opposition.  Tarty  Blair  remarked  of 
homelessness  that  there  were  "no 
votes  in  ir.  Apocryphal  or  true,  the 
story  struck,  and  still  strikes,  achord. 
Mr  Straw's  attack  an  beggars  and 
squeegee  merchants  troubled  in  the 
same  way.  Recent  daims  that  Huifr 
phrey  the  Downing  Street  cat  had 
been  cast  out  or  poisoned  were  only 

_  jokes,  but  crikey  did 

they  strike  a  chord! 
Mr  Blair’s  aides 
were  forced  to-  ar¬ 
range  a  photoqp- 
portunity  at  a  secret 
location  to  prove 
Humphrey  was 
alive,  and  to  prom¬ 
ise  that  Mr  and 
-  —  Mrs  Blair  planned 
to  get  another  cat. 
Mrs  Blair  even  issued  a  statement 
A  certain  lack  of  humanity  is  a 
serious  weakness  in  the  new  Govern¬ 
ment's  image.  And  the  other  big 
question  eoncems-ihe  party's  attach¬ 
ment  to  liberty.  In  new  Labour’s 
collective  imagination,  the  aims  of  die 
State  may  have  altered,  but  tin  big 
stick  is  stiff  firmly  in  its  hands. 
“Families  cannot  flourish  unless  gov¬ 
ernment  plays  its  distinctive  role”, 
said  the  1997  Labour  manifesto. 

Particular  polities  —  on  curfews, 
an  a  drugs  “tsar”,  homework,  noisy 
neighbours,  workfare,  “capping" 
local  authorities,  tagging  offenders, 
zero  tolerance,  gay  servicemen,  dissi¬ 
dent  Euro-MPS,  legal  aid  cuts,  press 
freedom,  “fast-trade  punishment  for 
young  offenders”,  country  sports  — 
may  each  be  defended  on  their 
particular  merits  but  an  overall 
impression  arises  that  when  Labour 
ministers  sir  'around  the  Cabinet 
table  to  decide  policy  on  any  matter, 
the  voice  crying  “individual  fiberty”  is 
not  strong.  The  image  of  the'  tally— 
Blair’s  mouthpiece,  Alastair  Camp¬ 
bell,  seems  to  some  to  embody  it  — 
hovers  above  this  Government. 

You  can  hardly  scan  the  examples 
above  without  noting  that  in  almost 
every  case  the  official  Opposition  is 
remarkably  ill-placed  to  criticise.  The 
flame  of  individual  liberty  does  still 
bum  in  the  Conservative  Party,  bat 
in  recent  years  has  seemed  to  flicker 


rather  than  flare.  The  flame  of 
compassion,  despite  John  Major,  was 
never  strong.  Besides.  18  years  in 
power  robs  any  party  of  much  of  its 
capacity  for  credible  indignation. 

These  few  years,  then,  could  be  a 
season  in  whidi  a  reinvigorated  and 
enlarged  third  party  could  push  its 
roots  deep  and  its  branches  wide.  The 
soil  is  right,  tiie  air  is  right,  the  sun’s 
angle  is  right  for  Liberal  Democracy. 

So  where  were  those  43  missing  lib 
Dem  MPs?  I  can  account  few  a  few  of 
than,  including  the  most  important 
They  were  at  Downing  Street  with 
the  Prime  Minister,  mingling  with 
the  -  Labour  elite  at  the  Special 
Cabinet  Committee,  discussing  die 
commission  appointed  to  study  a  new 
voting  system. 

This  is  not  the  place  to 
examine  the  prospects  and 
likelihoods  for  electoral  re¬ 
form.  Suffice  it  to  say  that, 
though  to  hopeful  Liberal  Democrats 
the  sky  may  seem  the  limit  there  isa 
ceiling  of  toughened  glass  not  many 
inches  above  this  new  commission. 

If  he  moves  from  the  status  quo  at 
all,  Mr  Blair  can  only  offer  a 
referendum  on  a  half-loaf  of  electoral 
reform.  I  doubt  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  put  anything  in  place 
before  the  next  general  election.  Nor 
is  it  certain  that  he  can  wheel  his  own 
troops  into  line  behind  the  proposals 
to  be  put  in  any  referendum.  I  reckon 
Mr  Blair  has  not  yet  decided  what  he 
will  da  He  is  not  acting  in  bad  faith, 
but  nor  is  he  above  stringing  Mr 
Ashdown  along  until  the  position 
becomes  dearer. 

In  tiie  meantime.  Mr  Ashdown  is 
hopelessly  compromised  by  Mr 
Blair.  Even  their  gladiators’  sparring 
at  Prime  Minister’s  Questions  is  now 
watched  with  the  hooded  eyes  of  an 
audience  suspecting  a  fix.  Tony  Blair 
can  honestly  tell  Paddy  Ashdown  tiiat 
if  his  parliamentary  party  does 
anything  seriously  to  destabilise  Lab¬ 
our,  Blairs  own  difficult  task  of 
whipping  his  troops  into  line  behind 
voting  reform  would  be  made  impos¬ 
sible. 

So  we  can  know  almost  beyond 
doubt  that  the.  more  vulnerable 
Labour  look  in  the  Commons  in  years 
ahead,  the  more  Mr  Ashdown  must 
keep  his  soldiers'  swords  sheathed. 
Can  he?  Is  the  liberal.  Democrat 
Party  in  the  Commons,  in  the  Lords 
and  in  the  country  a  brown  paper 
package,  tied  up  with  string,  deliver¬ 
able  into  Mr.  Blairs  lap?  Is  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party,  sixmlar- 
iy  trussed,  deliverable  into  Mr 
Ashdown  S?  These  .questions  are 
more  open  than  contemporary  com¬ 
mentary  imagines. 


Boot  boys 

FOOTBALLERS  at  the  House  of  Commons  have  signed  a  newr  coach:  Mr 
Vincent  Jones,  the  hard  man  of  the  FA  Carling  Premiership  whose  CV 
reads  like  a  charge  sheet.  The  Wimbledon  midfielder  has  been  offered  the 
job  of  training  Parliament  FC  —  star  player,  one  Tony  Banks  —  ami  has 
graciously  accepted.  Vinnie,  as  he  is  known  affectionately  to  aficionados  of 
the  once  beautiful  game,  was  approached  by  the  Tory  MP  Nigel  Evans  to 
the  Commons  team.  ”1  told  him  the  boys  needed  to  harden  up  -  we 
arc  a  bit  shy  in  the  tackle,”  says 
Evans,  a  wheezy  winger  (he  plays 
on  the  left}.  **We  have  a  grudge 
match  against  the  Serjeant  at  Anns 
next  week.  It  got  a  bit  heated  last 
time  and  I  thought  he  (Vinme) 
would  be  the  best  man  to  prepare 
us.-  Mr  Jones  has  had  what  the 
cheap  prints  might  term  a  “colour¬ 
ful  carter”.  Since  he  was  pictured 
gripping  Paul  Gascoigne’s  more 

thinking  parts  he  has  developed  a  ...  . 

full-blooded  approach  to  the  game.  Banks  and  his  gaffer.  Vinme 

He  has  been  sent  offl2  times,  was  .  , 

rebuked  by  the  FA  For  making  who,  until  Vinme  musded  m.  also 
obscene  gestures  to  fans,  threw  a  doubled  as  coach.  Their  record 
bread  roil  at  Gary  Lineker  and  bit  isn't  tad  -  played  si*  won  three- 
a  sports  reporter  on  the  nose,  bur  tiwy  have  lost  their  dazzling 
Yesterday  the  reporter  said  he  was  centre  forward.  Phillip  Oppen- 
sTiinc  the  player  for  libel  damages  heun.  who  has  become  a  restaura- 
nver  comments  made  in  the  bloody  tear  since  losing  his  seat  ai  the  last 
aftermath  election.  Ominously,  their  first 

Parliament  FC  is  captained  by  annwwsary  match  will  be  played 
the  Labour  MP  Gerry  Sutcliffe,  at  Chelsea  HospitaL 


•AMID  all  the  coverage  of  the 
Covent  Garden  calamity.  I  was 
taken  by  the  perceptive  analysis  of 
The  Sun  newspaper.  In  particular, 
by  the  byline  of  Brendan  Murphy, 
billed  as  the  Journal's  * opera 
correspondent".  “/  thought  the 
editor  meant  Oprah  Winfrey 
protested  Mr  Murphy  before  mak¬ 
ing  an  astonishing  disclosure.  “/ 
have  been  to  the  Royal  Opera 
House  on  occasion.  My  favourite  is 
La  Boheme.”  Sack  him. 


Caesar  haircuts.  Credit  for  this  in¬ 
sight  belongs  to  the  winning 
Lauren  Booth.  Cherie’s  sister  and 
new  friend  of  Alan  Clark.  Shame 
she  spoils  it  by  calling  Blair’s  elec¬ 
tion  Versare  revolution” . 

•  MINISTER  in  cross-dressing 
shocker.  Or  so  my  colleagues  on 
the  cheap  prints  might  fashion  my 
story.  Charles  McCreeyy,  Ireland’s 
Finance  Minister,  was  preening, 
himself  in  his  office  for  Wednes¬ 
days  Budget  He  felt  for  the  suit  he 
had  recently  purchased  from  what 
passes  for  a  decent  tailor  in  Dub¬ 
lin .  But  when  he  lifted  the  bag, 
rather  than  finding  his  charcoal 


grey  three-piece  number,  he  discov¬ 
ered  a  long  slit  skirt  and  a  while 
lacy  body.  It  belonged,  I  am  as¬ 
sured.  to  his  wife,  who  rushed 
round  with  a  quieter  ensemble. 


Beefy  stuff 

TONY  BLAIR  has  a  penchant  for 
Maimite  sandwiches.  This,  I  con¬ 
cede,  is  of  limited  global  import  ex¬ 
cept  ft  proves  tiie  PM  does  have  a 
feel  for  a  Britain  pre-potenta.  and 
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Inside  job 

IT  WOULD  bring  a  smile  to  How¬ 
ard  Hunt,  Watergate  burglar.  The 
Foreign  Office  is  advertising  for  a 
British  locksmith.  He  will  spend 
much  time  “overseas  carrying  out 
repairs  and  maintenanoeona  wide 
range  of  security  equipment- and 
locks”.  The  description  also  states 
that  “as  a  member  of  a  small  spe¬ 
cialist  team  the  successful  candi¬ 
date  mil  be  expected  to  work  un- 
supervised,  and  produce  written 
reports”.  Candidates  should  “show 
a  close  affiliation  with  the  UK”.  No 
need  for  a  dean  criminal  record. 

•  FIRST  the  management  crisis, 
then  the  protocol  crisis:  the  Royal  - 
Opera  House  had  the  Prince  of 
Wales  round  yesterday  to  look  over 
the  work  there.  Maty  Allen.  chief 
executive,  was  to  welcome  him.  But 
(ffier  the  damning  report  calling 
Jor  Allen  to  go.  the  Prince  was  met 
by  a  flunky  in  a  hard  hat  “It  has 
been  rather  fluid  all  week.”  ex¬ 
plains  an  inside 


IN  a  posthumous  snub  worthy  of 
Hollywood.  Bette Davis  almost  up¬ 
staged  Ava  Gardner  (above)  cm  her 
own  birthday  in  her  home  town. 
The  Ava  Gardner  Museum  in 
North  Carolina  had  planned -to 
show  The  Great  Sinner,  to  mark 
the  75th  anniversary  erf  tiie  an- 
tresses  birth.  * 

But  vtiienthefilmarrived.it  was 
a  Bate  Davis  ffick.  The  Gardner 
movie,  of  which  there  is  only  one' 
copy,  ended  up  in  Hungary.  The 
museum  had  to  make  do  with 
Gardner's  TheHudtsten. 

Jasper  Gerard 


Blair’s 

militant 

tendency 

Beware  Trotskyists 
of  the  Labour  Right 
warns  Ken  Jackson 


It  is  sad  that  new  Labour  is  in 
trouble  over  party  funding.  It 
needn’t  be.  But  it  was  inevitable, 
given  the  way  in  which  Labour 
fundraisers  have  rattled  their  collec¬ 
tion  boxes  under  the  noses  of  million¬ 
aires.  For  business  does  not  invest  in 
Labour  out  of  altruism.  Unlike  trade 
unions,  business  expects  a  return.  It 
is  naive  to  believe  the  opposite. 

Thai  is  not  to  say  Labour  should 
not  work  in  partnership  with  busi¬ 
ness.  My  union,  the  Amalgamated 
Engineering  and  Electrical  Union 
(AEEU),  fought  hard  to  turn  Labour's 
clenched  fist  into  a  welcoming  hand¬ 
shake.  Partnership  is  the  AEEU’s 
philosophical  beacon.  I  am  glad  that 
it  is  finally  Labour's. 

But  let’s  not  confuse  partnership 
with  fraternity.  Business  does  not 
have  tiie  shared  history  and  values 
enjoyed  by  both  trade  unions  and  the 
Labour  Party.  Business  donates 
money  to  whichever  party  looks  like 
winning.  That  is  why  those  same 
businesses  tiiat  now  fund  Labour 
once  kept  the  Conservatives  afloat 
Trade  unions  fund  Labour  because 
we  know  Labour  is  better  for  Britain. 
Unlike  other  donors,  we  do  not  have 
a  list  of  demands,  but  seek  to 
persuade  Labour  tiiat  our  polity 
proposals  are  right  for  Britain. 

.  Unlike  others,  we  do  not  have  to 
bribe.  So  it  is  disappointing  when 
trade  unions  are  demonised. 

Since  1979.  unions  have  invested 
more  than  £200  million  in  Labour. 
My  union  alone  has  freely  invested 
£20  million,  with  701X000  members 
now  paying  the  political  levy.  And 
while  some  business  donors  might 
not  relish  their  help  being  revealed, 
unions  are  proud  to  do  so.  After  all. 
our  members  vote  for  a  political  fond. 
We  have  no  reason  to  be  embar¬ 
rassed  by  disclosure. 

To  look  at  Labour  over  the  years, 
our  donations  might  be  seen  as  a  bad 
investment  I  would  not  agree.  With¬ 
out  our  money,  new  Labour  would 
not  be  in  office  today.  That  is  why  we 
fought  to  lay  new  Labour's  founda¬ 
tions.  including  one-meaibetxme- 
vote  and  the  expulsion  of  Militant. 

But  the  debate  over  who  funds  the 
Labou^  Party  is  but  one  part  of  a 
wider  project  A  small  but  influential 
minority  inside  the  Labour  Party 
wants  to  take  an  axe  to  the  party's 
roots.  They  seek. a.  party  without 
■  traditions  and  without  foundation. 
Trade  unions,  local  councillors, 
working  people  tout  ultimately,  par¬ 
ty  members  themselves  —  all  are 
superfluous  to  requirements.  For 
these  right-wing  Trotskyists,  new 
Labour  is  not  about  tive  Labour  Party. 
It  is  about  creating  a  new  SDP. 

And  the  process  has  begun.  In 
recent  weeks,  Raer  Mandel¬ 
son,  tiie  Minister  without 
Portfolio,  took  another  swipe  at  trade 
unions,  forgetting  conveniently  that 
he  began  his  career  at  the  TUC  and 
was  backed  for  his  constituency  by 
the  GMB.  Professionals  have  in¬ 
creasingly  replaced  ordinary  work¬ 
ing  people  as  parliamentary 
candidates.  Even  the  No  10  policy 
unit  harbours  those  who  once  fought 
Labour,  instead  of  fighting  for  reform 
from  within.  I  am  all  for  pluralism, 
but  pluralism  must  not  exdude  those 
from  ordinary  backgrounds^ 

I  want  new  Labourito  succeed,  as 
all  sensible  trade'  unionists  da  It  is’ 
not  an  aberration.  The  1980s  were  the 
mistake  in  Labours  history-  I  sup¬ 
port  modernisation,  bat  ordinary 
working  people  must  be  involved  in 
the  process.  For  without  the  broad 
base  of  union  support  new  Labour 
wffl  become  as  unrepresentative  now 
as  ft  was  in  the  past  We  have  thrown 
off  the  shackles  of  one  minority.  I  do 
not  want  to  have  to  fight  another. 

The  idea  that  Labour  could  survive 
without  trade  union  support  relying 
instead  on  state  funding  alone,  is. 
again,  rather  naive.  Union,  support  is 
not  simply  financial.  During  the 
election,  thousands  of  ordinary  union 
members  fought  on  the  ground  to 
return  Labour  candidates  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  According  to  MORI,  trade 
unionists  have  a  3  per  cent  higher 
turnout  than  the  rest  of  the  electorate. 
But  it  wbuld.be  difficult  to  persuade 
-my  members  to  vote  Labour  if  they 
had  been  kicked  in  the  teeth  by  a 
minority  who  excluded  their  voice. 

-  Ironically,  -  the  union  link  :  with 
Labour  is.  not  a  burning  political 
issue.  During  die  general  election,  it 
did  not  appear  on  the  doorsteps.  It 
was  not  raised  at  the  Labour  Party 
conference.  Support  Cor  the  link  is 
strong.  At  a  recent  event,  I  debated 
tiie  Jink  with  a  former  researcher  to 
Mr  Mandelson.  The  audience  of 
young  moderate  Labour  Party  activ¬ 
ists  did  not  agree  that  it  is  time  to 
wave  tiie  brothers  goodbye.  Nor  are 
unions  across  tire  work!  divorced 
from  centre-left  political  parties. 
From  the  United  Slates  to  Australia, 
trade  unions  both  support  and  fund 
iheir  political  partners.  7 

New  Labour's  anti-trade  unionists, 
wfw  share  a  complete  lack  of  trade 
pnjon  excellence,  are.  misguided, 
self-absorbed  and  uruepresertiative. 
If  they  do  not  like  or  understand  die 
Labour  Party.,  they  should  leave. 
They will  not  be  missed.  Hie  Labour 
Jfcmyis  wx  ffie  SDp.  and  never  wffl 
Thar  oKwot. fefled.  and  new 
Labour  would  fail  if  ft  followed  (he 
same  path.  But  I  am  sure  the  good 
■Sense  of  the  leadership  and  ordinary 
party  mernhers  wffl  dm  %  happen. 

Thsranthor  is  general  seaway  of  the 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 
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A  Government  deaf  to  fanners’  pain,  blind  to  lawbreaking 


When  British  lorrv  drivers  wptp  trnn.  m_  1 1_ 

laiiure  oi  tnc  French  Government  and  onlio* 

I(^  ?r  theS,ntry>s  roacls  for  lawful^de 
a^danwided  full  compensation.  The  Irish 
Government  must  thus  have  expected 

J^*2*-*n  from  ^  momeS 

^??nay  moming.  that  Welsh 
formers  tipped  40  tonnes  of  Irish  hamburger 

!lrievanrp<r  °h  H°lyhea(1  ^  PlSSSetL 

h-OWeVer  ^1’  cannot  justify 
cmrunal  acts  is  just  as  valid  in  this  case. 

No  such  firmness  has  been  displayed 
Downing  Street  left  it  to  the  Welsh  Officeto 

farmers;  and  the 
North  Wales  Police,  inexcusably,  allowed 
protesters  onto  the  Holyhead  dockside  and 
stotxl  by  while  they  “inspected"  and  turned 
back  more  Irish  loads.  No  wonder  that  the 
ilkgahty  has  spread  to  Stranraer  -  where 
loads  from  Ulster  were  among  those  blocked 
—  to  Liverpool  and  now  to  Dover.  Jack  Cun¬ 
ningham.  the  Agriculture  Minister,  should 
not  have  waited  until  last  night  to  tell 
farmers  that  they  are  not  above  the  law; 
right  from  the  start,  farmers  ought  to  have 
been  told  to  expect  arrest  and  stiff  fines  if 
they  did  anything  that  went  beyond  peace¬ 
ful,  unobstructive,  demonstrations.  Their 
grievances  can  be  the  subject  of  negotiation; 
their  illegal  conduct  cannot  be.  If  the  ex¬ 
planation  is  that  the  Government  is  nervous 
that  arrests  would  court  public  anger,  given 
the  fresh  blow  that  its  imminent  ban  on  sales 
of  beef  cm  the  bone  has  inflicted  on  a  reeling 
industry,  that  is  no  excuse. 

The  farmers  do  have  a  point.  It  is  not  oniy 
beef  producers  who  are  having  a  dreadful 
winter.  Every  agricultural  sector  has  been 
hit  by  the  rise  in  sterling  and  consequent  fall 
in  the  value  of  the  “green  pound”,  the 
notional  unit  pegged  to  other  EU  currencies 
in  which  European  Union  common  agricult¬ 
ural  policy  subsidies  are  calculated.  This  has 
depressed  farm  incomes  by  between  25  and 


40  per  cent  this  year.  After  several  highly 
profitable  years,  wealthy  agro-industrialists 
can  absorb  the  pain;  but  hill-farmers  and 
other  marginal  producers,  whose  land  bare¬ 
ly  provides  a  secure  living  at  the  best  of 
times,  are  in  genuinely  grave  trouble.  It  is  no 
consolation  to  them  that  the  roots  of  their 
predicament  lie  in  the  contorted,  market¬ 
rigging  machinery  of  the  CAP.  Many  could 
go  bankrupt  long  before  the  European 
Commission's  proposals  to  switch  from 
producer  subsidies  to  direct  income  support 
—  a  badly  needed  reform  which  would 
expose  rich  farmers  to  market  disciplines 
while  freeing  money  for  coherent  rural 
strategies  —  have  a  chance  of  being  agreed. 

The  Government  should  flatly  refuse  even 
to  talk  to  them  until  these  blockades  end;  but 
it  should  then  listen  more  sympathetically 
than  it  seems  disposed  to  do  to  the  case  for 
selective  use  of  compensation.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  has  refused  to  draw  down  £980  million 
available  to  it  from  the  EU  contingency  fund 
designed  to  cushion  the  impact  of  currency 
fluctuations.  It  argues  that  to  do  so  would 
breach  its  spending  limits,  because  the  way 
that  Britain's  EU  budget  rebate  is  calculated 
means  that  only  29  per  cent  of  this  is  “free" 
cash  and  the  rest  would  ultimately  be  paid 
by  British  taxpayers.  But  set  against  the  £5 
billion  cost  of  handling  the  BSE  crisis,  this  is 
small  change.  Beef  farmers  are  hit  from 
every  angle;  falstock  prices  are  on  the  floor, 
they  face  levies  to  pay  for  the  £58  million  cost 
of  new  hygiene  standards  and  the  cattle  data 
base,  and  the  seasonal  boom  in  the  beef 
market  will  inevitably  be  dented  by  the  new 
ban.  However  slight  the  risk  to  health,  the 
Government  had  no  choice  but  to  impose  it; 
but  it  does  have  a  choice  about  playing 
Scrooge  with  the  EU  fund.  So  long  as  this 
country  has  to  live  with  a  rotten  EU  common 
agricultural  policy,  it  is  unfair  to  British 
farmers  to  withhold  the  common  palliative. 
To  be  deaf  to  distress  but  weak  on  crime  is 
hardly  enlightened  leadership. 


MORE  FREE  SCHOOLS 

Watch  the  zones  for  education  action 


If  there  were  any  doubt  that  the  Government 
was  prepared  to  take  on  the  educational 
establishment,  the  publication  of  yesterday’s 
School  Standards  BLQ  should  help  to  dispel 
it-  There  is  much  evidence  of  fresh  thinking; 
the  experiments  of  today  could  become  the 
universal  practice  of  tomorrow.  And  the 
extra  accountability  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  impose  on  local  education  authori¬ 
ties  (LEAs)  and  teacher  training  institutions 

—  still  the  last  bastion  of  producer  interests 

—  is  excellent  news  for  those  worried  about 
educational  standards. 

The  Bill  strengthens  the  powers  of  Ofsted, 
the  inspection  agency,  against  teacher 
training  colleges.  This  should  help  to  ensure 
that  new  teachers  enter  schools  with  a  more 
rigorous  approach  and  higher  expectations 
of  their  pupils.  It  also  allows  the  Education 
Secretary  to  crack  down  on  bad  LEAs.  not 
just  by  taking  them  over,  as  he  has  done  in 
Hackney,  but  also  by  insisting  on  contract¬ 
ing  out  —  to  the  private  sector  or  to  another 
LEA  —  any  service  that  is  under  par. 

The  logical  extension  of  this  is  to  give 
schools  100  per  cent  of  their  budgets,  not  80 
per  cent  as  of  now.  They  could  that  choose  to 
buy  their  advice,  meals,  transport  or  any 
other  service  from  the  best  provider  avail¬ 
able.  If  that  happened  to  be  the  LEA,  so  be  ft. 
But  forcing  the  local  authorities  to  compete 
in  an  open  market  is  the  best  way  of  levering 
up  the  quality  of  their  services. 

The  only  worrying  aspect  of  this  part  of 
the  Bill  is  the  power  it  will  give  to  LEAs  to 
intervene  in  schools.  This  will  be  governed 
by  a  code  of  practice,  which  will  allow  such 
intervention  only  when  a  school  gives  cause 
for  concern.  Ministers  must  be  strict  with 
their  drafting,  for  LEAs  are  desperate  to 
have  any  chance  to  interfere.  In  some  cases, 
they  may  be  helpful  —  in  others  not. 


Ministers  have  listened  during  the  period 
of  consultation-  They  have  acceded  to  the 
reasonable  demands  of  Church  schools  to 
retain  their  special  identity.  They  have  also 
met  parents'  wishes  for  greater  representa¬ 
tion  on  both  governing  bodies  and  LEA 
education  committees.  This  flexibility  is  to  be 
entirely  welcomed. 

Most  interesting,  however,  are  the  plans 
for  education  action  zones.  Twenty-five  of 
these  will  be  set  up  in  areas  of  low 
educational  performance,  urban  and  rural. 
The  idea  is  that  they  will  throw  regulations 
to  the  winds.  Parents,  local  businesses  and 
voluntary  organisations  will  be  able  to  form 
groups  of  schools  that  can  use  innovative 
approaches  to  suit  their  areas. 

So,  for  instance,  they  can  tear  up  the 
national  curriculum  to  concentrate  on  the 
basics  at  primary  level  and  on  more  work- 
related  subjects  for  disaffected  teenagers  in 
secondary  schools.  They  can  set  their  own 
pay  and  conditions  for  teachers  in  order  to 
attract  better  staff  and  perhaps  reward  them 
for  working  during  the  summer  or  on 
Saturday  mornings  or  after  school.  They 
will  be  able  to  hire  extra  teachers  to  oover 
specialist  subjects  in  the  later  years  of 
primary  school — which  is  common  practice 
in  private  schools  but  not  the  state  sector. 

The  success  or  otherwise  of  these  zones 
will  have  ramifications  well  beyond  their 
borders.  Instead  of  imposing  change  nation¬ 
ally,  the  Government  is  allowing  local 
experiments  in  schooling.  Unlike  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  where  states  can  compete  with  each 
other  to  be  innovative,  this  country  has  had 
to  experience  monolithic  reform.  Now  there 
is  a  chance  for  25  different  approaches  to  be 
tried,  and  the  best  to  be  copied  elsewhere. 
Where  the  education  action  zones  lead,  the 
rest  of  the  country  may  follow. 


TOAST  TO  THE  NORTH 


An  appropriate  moment  to  remember  common  bonds 


Norwegian  Ambassador  last  night  lit 
the  magnificent  Christmas  tree  in 
:algar  Square,  in  a  ceremony  that  since 
Second  World  War  has  become  one  of 
nost  celebrated  and  popular  symbols  of 
idship  between  two  countries.  Eveiy 
.  since  its  liberation  from  the  Nazis, 
way  has  sent  a  vast  Norwegian  spruce  to 
*in  as  a  token  of  thanks  for  British 
Kin  during  the  years  of  occupation, 
though  u  has  only  four  million  people, 
wav  has  long  played  a  prominent  role  m 
ish’  history  and  culture.  Its  kings  and 
n'ors  visited  our  coasts;  from  the  epic  of 
Patrick  Spens  to  the  Battle  of  Narvik, 
ins  have  sailed  to  Nordic  waters  to  wage 
c  or  forge  dvnastie  unions;  and  Ibsen, 
!ch  and  Grieg,  three  outstanding  aam- 
of  Norwegian  creative  talent  still  find 
iim  in  Britain.  Norwegians  come  here  in 
-  numbers,  to  shop,  to  study  and  to  enjoy 
■jio  cities.  It  sometimes  seems  as  though 
dJ.  Norwegian  Cabin*  has  graduated 
,  Newcastle  University,  and  many  a 

.  in  the  North  East  looks  forward  to  the 

-end  specials  from  Osk). 

,-weeians.  however,  are  not  the  onfybig 
ders'  from  the  north-  Thou^sof 
nders  are  breaking  all  records  in  sprees 

overshadow  even  the  csnHWjrf 

thv  visitors  from  Japan  and  the  Middle 
Iceland's  250.000  hardy  souls  can  now 
t  rt<  spend  more  per  head  than  any  other 


visitor  to  Britain.  More  than  50,000,  twice 
the  previous  record,  arrived  last  year  to  snap 
up  bargains,  enjoy  our  theatres  and  dine  in 
our  restaurants,  each  spending  on  average 
£99  per  day  —  three  times  that  spent  by 
visitors  from  elsewhere. 

They  are  doubly  welcome  —  first  because 
of  their  open-handed  ways,  and  secondly 
because  they  bring  with  them  some  of  the 
mystery  of  their  faraway  land  of  fire  and  ice. 
Britain  and  Iceland  fought  a  war  over  cod. 
Since  then.  Iceland  has  grown  immensely 
rich  on  the  fruits  of  its  cold  seas.  Iceland’s 
standard  of  living,  literacy  rate  and  book 
production  are  among  the  highest  in  the 
world;  its  versatile  people  think  nothing  of 
holding  three  jobs  at  once.  Few  countries, 
with  such  bleak  landscape  and  foul  weather, 
can  boast  such  good  design,  fine  food, 
ancient  literature  and  wild  discos. 

Other  Nordic  peoples  flatter  Britain  by 
visiting  us  in  winter.  The  festival  of  Finnish 
culture  at  London’s  Barbican,  opened  re¬ 
cently  in  the  presence  of  the  Queen  and 
President  Ahtisaari,  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  exuberant  displays  of  Finnish  creative 
arts  ever  held  outside  Finland.  That  Finland 
chose  to  celebrate  its  80th  anniversary  of 
independence  in  Britain  is  a  mark  of 
genuine  friendship.  Londoners  can  enjoy  the 
exhibition,  as  well  as  the  lights  in  Trafalgar 
Square.  To  Helsinki  and  Oslo,  there  is  a 
warm  message  in  return:  thank  you. 


Anger  over  latest 
ban  on  beef 

From  Dr  Mark  TremeSling 

Sir.  1  was  surprised  today  to  hear  that 
the  Government,  in  the  interests  of  my 
own  health  and  safety,  have  decided 
to  ban  me  from  eating  my  beef  “off  the 
bone"  (reports  and  leading  article, 
December  4).  This.  1  believe,  is  due  to 
the  calculation  that  three  out  of  more 
than  two  million  cattle  to  be  slaughter¬ 
ed  next  year  for  human  consumption 
might  have  bones  infected  with  the 
prion  disease.  BSE. 

This  risk  is  in  itself  remarkably 
small,  certainly  far  smaller  than  the 
risk  of  being  killed  by  some  of  the 
other  potential  hazards  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  yer  to  outlaw  in  the  interest 
of  the  nation's  longevity,  such  as 
smoking,  drinking  alcohol  or  crossing 
the  road. 

Furthermore,  it  seems  to  assume 
that  I  will  be  far  safer  eating  meat  cut 
from  the  bone  by  some  faceless 
slaughterhouse  attendant  than  I 
would  be  had  I  performed  rhe  seem¬ 
ingly  simple  procedure  myself. 
Whether  or  not  one  would  have  to 
actually  devour  the  bones  themselves 
or  simply  come  into  close  contact  with 
them  has  yet  to  be  made  dear. 

Perhaps,  in  the  light  of  this  new 
information  on  bones  as  a  reservoir 
for  BSE.  the  ban  should  also  be 
extended  to  encompass  food  products 
prepared  for  household  pets,  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  an  outbreak  of  mad 
dogs,  as  well  as  Englishmen. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARK  TREMELLING. 

16  Archery  Steps, 

St  George's  Fields.  W2 
December  4. 

From  Mr  Roland  Castro 

Sir,  The  latest  beef  scare  seems  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  we  should  be  looking  mare 
dosely  at  organic  farming  methods. 
Whilst  this  may  be  desirable  in  the 
long  term,  urgent  measures  need  to  be 
taken  now.  We  should  consider  the 
following  points: 

1.  Our  methods  of  feeding  cattle 
have  come  under  suspicion.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  public  share  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  for  pursuing  cheap  food, 
regardless  of  the  cost  to  our  health 
and  the  economy. 

2  There  seems  to  be  a  dear  implica¬ 
tion  that  many  other  countries  are 
more  successful  in  their  raising 
methods.  If  this  is  so.  then  we  should 
be  informed  of  all  the  facts. 

3.  Modern  methods  of  food  produc¬ 
tion  bring  many  other  foods  under 
suspidon.  There  is  a  lack  of  ba  lance  in 
harping  so  heavily  on  beef. 

In  die  meantime,  the  Government 
could  be  more  careful  and  construc¬ 
tive  in  its  announcements:  there  is  too 
much  evidence  of  haste  and  panic.  But 
if  these  events  bring  us  doser  to  more 
sane  and  safe  methods  of  food  pro¬ 
duction.  then  we  shall  all  benefit. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROLAND  CASTRO. 

3  Chester  Close, 

Chester  Street,  SW1. 

December  4. 

From  Mr  Philip  Merricks 

Sir,  i  am  struck  by  the  incongruity  of 
tobacco,  which  is  known  to  kill  many 
thousands,  being  fredy  on  sale,  whilst 
beef  on  the  bone,  which  might  cause 
the  additional  death  of  one  twentieth 
of  one  person  next  year,  is  banned.  All 
to  a  background  of  TV  and  tabloid 
scare  stories. 

The  Government  has  a  dear  and 
agreed  duty  to  protect  consumers. 
Which  part  of  our  staple  diet  should 
have  its  contents  controlled  —  beef, 
dgarenes  or  the  media? 

Yours  faithfully. 

PHILIP  MERRICKS, 

The  Manor. 

Icklesham,  Rye.  East  Sussex. 
December  4. 

From  Mr  David  Hi  neks 

Sir,  From  the  figures  given  in  your 
front-page  report  today.  1  calculate 
that  one  beef  animal  in  3o6,666  may 
have  BSE,  and  in  the  time  that  British 
herds  have  had  this  problem,  one  per¬ 
son  in  3.150,000  has  died  from  the  new 
variant  of  CJD. 

This  compares  to  one  driver  in  7,714 
being  involved  in  a  road  traffic  acci¬ 
dent  on  our  diseased  roads.  I  have 
only  one  thing  to  say:  “Please,  pass  the 
horseradish  sauce." 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  HfNCKS, 

Normans  Cross. 

Fortan,  Chard,  Somerset 
December  4. 

From  Mrs  Susan  Plummer 

Sir,  Whatever  happened  to  freedom  of 
choice?  My  family  and  1  choose  to  eat 
roast  rib  of  beef  on  a  Sunday.  It  is  nor 
forced  on  us.  it  is  our  choice,  so  why 
not  leave  it  to  individuals  to  deride  on 
their  preferred  cut  of  meat  Why 
should  tire  Government  tell  me  what  1 
can  eat? 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.J.  PLUMMER, 

Lam  bourn  Farm, 

Plumpton,  Sussex. 

December  4. 

From  Mr  Keith  SO,  Berreti 

Sir.  If  only  the  British  beef  industry 
had  had  the  foresight  to  sponsor  For¬ 
mula  One. 

Yours  faithfully, 

KEITH  StJ.  BERRETL 
9  Reynolds  Mews. 

Wilms  low,  Cheshire. 

December  3. 


Hitting  the  right  Royal  Opera  target 


From  Mr  B.  V'.  Strickland 

Sir.  A  dimate  of  crisis  can  be  helpful 
to  the  process  of  introducing  charges, 
and  Mr  Kaufman's  report  on  the  Roy¬ 
al  Opera  House  will  have  been  useful 
if  it  leads  to  calm  and  significant 
appointments.  However,  like  you  in 
today's  leading  article.  !  find  his 
attacks  on  the  recently  appointed  chief 
executive  misplaced. 

Surely,  his  real  targets  should  have 
been  previous  ministers.  Sir  Angus 
Stirling,  the  previous  chairman,  and 
Sir  Jeremy  Isaacs,  the  previous  chief 
executive,  who  presided  over  the  dis¬ 
astrous  decision -making  process  and 
presumably  received  knighthoods  for 
doing  so. 

Knighthoods  have  been  taken  away 
for  proven  wrongdoing,  so  why  not 
for  incompetence? 

Yours  faithfully. 

BEN  STRICKLAND. 

23  Juer  Street,  SWU. 

December  4. 

From  Mrs  Ed  win  a  Currie 

Sir,  Last  night  I  attended  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Verdi’s  comic  opera  Falstaff 
by  English  National  Opera.  The  Coli¬ 
seum  was  packed,  the  audience  enthu¬ 
siastic,  the  music  superb.  The  lauda¬ 
tory  comments  of  your  opera  critic 
(Arts.  November  17)  amongst  others 
were  fully  justified.  Overall  this  was 
an  evening  of  which  any  capital  city 
could  be  proud  - 


The  ENO  is  not  second-rate  in  any 
sense.  It  s  a  higVKjualiiy  company  — 
and  an  experience  —  in  iis  own  right 
Moreover,  opera  sung  in  English  is  so 
much  more  accessible  than  the  orig¬ 
inal-language  versions  (and  cheaper} 
that  many  people  who  might  have 
been  deterred  are  tempted  to  make  a 
start  on  the  classics  and.  finding  them 
enjoyable,  become  patrons  for  the  rest 
of  their  lives. 

So  why  on  earth  does  our  Culture 
Secretary  fail  to  pay  tribute  tn  this 
splendid  British  company?  This  sea¬ 
son’s  paid  attendance  averages  7b  per 
cent  —  even  commercial  theatre 
would  be  pleased  wiih  that.  What  can 
he  gain  by  suggesting  that  they  move 
into  a  shared  house  with  the  Royal 
Opera?  Only  confusion  and  misery, 
and  serious  damage  to  both  organisa¬ 
tions. 

The  ROH’s  acknowledged  prob¬ 
lems  cannot  be  resolved  by  squeezing 
the  ENO  under  the  same  roof  —  even! 
heaven  help  us.  under  the  same 
management.  That  is  plain  dony. 
Indeed,  should  Chris  Smith  be  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed  with  his  plan,  we  a  re 
left  with  but  one  conclusion:  that  it  is 
he  who  should  be  left  prancing  about 
at  midnight  in  the  Forest  of  Arden 
with  a  pair  of  antlers  on  his  head,  and 
not  good  Sir  John  Falstaff. 

Yours  sincerely. 

EDWIN  A  CURRIE. 

The  Tower  House,  Findem.  Derby. 
December  4. 


School  standards 

From  Mrs  Elizabeth  Bangs  Jones 

Sir.  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  read 
about  the  relative  academic  success  of 
the  pupils  from  Montserrat  (leading 
article.  December  I). 

While  we  were  teaching  at  a  univer¬ 
sity  in  northern  Cyprus,  our  oldest 
son  went  to  the  local  Turkish  infant 
school.  It  had  no  resources  at  all.  Our 
son  could  speak  only  the  most  basic 
Turkish. 

The  desks  were  in  serried  ranks,  the 
classrooms  gloomy,  the  only  posters 
on  the  wall  of  Ataturk  and  a  1950s 
family  scene.  Our  son  had  to  leam  a 
Turkish  poem  by  heart  about  twice  a 
week  and  read  a  highly  graded  read¬ 
ing  scheme  (which  had  been  in  use  for 
at  least  30  years),  though  he  did  not 
understand  most  of  it.  He  spent  a  lot 
of  rime  copying  into  a  handwriting 
book.  The  school  day  was  from  830  to 
1230,  after  which  he  was  free.  Most  of 
the  school  intake  were  from  a  ram¬ 
shackle  village  near  by  and  a  con¬ 
scripts’  army  camp. 


Although  naturally  we  did  what  we 
could  with  him  at  home  we  had  mis¬ 
givings  and.  when  he  was  the  right 
age  for  junior  school,  year  three  here, 
we  returned  to  England.  We  warned 
the  school  here  about  his  previous 
education  and  were  prepared  for  him 
to  need  special  lessons  to  catch  up 
with  his  peers. 

How  very  foolish  we  were.  He  was 
way  ahead  of  all  his  contemporaries, 
girls  included,  and  has  had  to  mark 
time  in  many  lessons  since.  The  des¬ 
pairing  question  we  often  ask  our¬ 
selves  now  is  obvious:  if  our  son, 
clever,  but  not  a  genius,  could  do  this 
in  a  foreign  language  he  had  by  no 
means  mastered,  in  a  school  with  no 
resources  and  in  half  a  school  day, 
what  in  heaven's  name  had  his  con¬ 
temporaries  been  doing  all  thar  rime 
to  have  achieved  so  little? 

Yours  faithfully 
ELIZABETH  BANGS  JONES. 
Downlands. 

3  Down  Lane,  Braunton.  Devon. 
rimliz@lineone.net 
December  I. 


War  against  polio 

From  the  Deputy  Executive  Director 
of  UniceJ  —  UK 

Sir.  The  logistics  of  the  massive  im¬ 
munisation  campaign  to  eradicate 
polio  in  India  (report,  November  28). 
together  with  the  need  to  keep  the  vac¬ 
cine  safe  from  excessive  heat  while 
working  in  deserts  and  extremes  or 
temperature,  make  this  a  staggering 
undertaking. 

Over  rhe  last  year.  145  million  child¬ 
ren  under  five  years  of  age  have  been 
vaccinated  against  polio  throughout 
the  former  Soviet  Union  and  Central 
Asia.  60  million  in  25  countries  in 
Africa,  SO  million  in  China  and,  in  the 
next  two  months,  125  million  in  India. 
Every  child  missed  is  regarded  as  a 
lost  opportunity;  it  is  virtually  a  per¬ 
sonal  service  for  each  of  the  430 


million  children  under  five  in  the 
developing  world. 

The  partnership  which  has  enabled 
this  phenomenal  campaign  to  be  wag¬ 
ed  successfully  has  included  the 
World  Health  Organisation,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross, 
Rotary-  International  and  the  United 
Nations  Children's  Fund.  This  part¬ 
nership  has  worked  in  the  best  spirit 
of  the  new  direction  called  for  in  the 
Government  White  Paper.  Eliminat¬ 
ing  World  Poverty,  published  last 
month  (report  and  leading  article, 
November  6:  letters.  November  13) 
and  shows  that  this  approach  works. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARIE  STAUNTON. 

Deputy  Executive  Director, 

Ltoicef"  —  UK. 

55  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  WC2 
December  2 


Inward  investment 

From  MrD.  P.  Coleman 

Sir,  With  the  current  financial  turmoil 
in  the  Far  East  are  we  about  to  leam 
the  realities  of  inward  investment? 

I  cannot  believe  the  announcement 
by  Samsung,  shelving  plans  for  a 
£450  million  investment  on  Teesside, 
is  likely  to  be  the  last  of  its  kind 
[report  Business.  December  2).  If 
repealed,  it  could  affect  almost  the 
entire  motor  manufacturing,  semi¬ 
conductor  and  other  key  industries  in 
this  country. 

Successive  governments  offering 
generous  grants  have  continued  to 
woo  overseas  companies  to  manufac¬ 
ture  here  while  doing  little  to  give  rhe 
same  kind  of  assistance  to  UK-owned 
firms.  Certainly  encourage  inward 
investment  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
abdicating  from  whole  segments  of 
industry. 

Yours  faithfully. 

D.  P.  COLEMAN. 

9  Elm  Road.  Havant  Hampshire. 


Matters  of  conscience 

From  Mrs  Mary  Beard 

Sir.  Lord  Rix’s  letter  today  suggests 
that  Members  of  Parliament  have  few 
opportunities  “to  speak  their  own 
minds  and  vote  according  to  their 
principles". 

Meanwhile,  on  the  front  page 
yesterday,  your  report  on  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  problems  with  benefit  cuts 
says  that  the  Labour  whips  may  “try 
ro  outflank  the  rebels  by  giving  them 
leave  from  parliamentary  duties  to 
spend  time  in  their  constituencies 
during  the  crucial  vote". 

The  implication  of  this  is  that  the 
party  and  not  the  electorate  can 
determine  whether  an  elected  Mem¬ 
ber  is  present  in  the  House  to  cast  his 
or  her  vote  on  legislation. 

Democracy? 

Yours  truly, 

MARY  BEARD, 

Dromard  House. 

Kesh.  Co  Fermanagh. 

December  2. 


Irish  beef  exports 

From  Mr  Alexander  Fergusson 

Sir.  The  Agriculture  Minister.  Dr 
Jack  Cunningham,  refers  to  the  action 
of  “hothead"  Welsh  fanners  (report, 
December  2’  letter,  same  day).  For 
years  the  essentially  moderate  British 
farmer  has  sat  back  and  said  nothing 
while  their  French  counterparts  have 
taken  militant  action  thar  makes  the 
goings-on  during  the  picketing  of 
Holyhead  and  Fishguard  look  like  a 
Sunday  school  picnic. 

Can  he  nor  realise  rhe  desperation 
that  has  driven  the  Welsh  farmers 
(and  very  soon  the  Scots  and  English 
will  be  involved)  to  take  such  unprece¬ 
dented  action?  It  is  (he  desperation  of 
an  industry  thar  is  being  left  to  die. 
watched  Nero-like  by  a  Government 
that  excels  at  bland  statements  on 
agriculture*  future,  but  fails  dismally 


when  it  comes  to  practical  policy. 

1  remain  vours  sincerely. 
ALEXANDER  FERGUSSON 
(President,  Blackface  Sheep 
Breeders'  Association), 

Alton  Albany,  Barr,  Girvan,  Ayrshire. 
December  3. 

From  Mr  Desmond  Armour 

Sir,  When  the  miners  protested 
against  cheap  coal  imports  destroying 
iheir  industry,  their  skulls  were 
broken.  When  farmers  stop  cheap 
Irish  meat  coming  into  the  country,  as 
they  have  done  every  day  this  week, 
nobody  does  anything  about  it.  Is  this 
Government  as  frightened  of  the  far¬ 
mers  as  is  the  French  Government? 

Yours  faithfully. 

DESMOND  ARMOUR. 

2  M undens  Lane, 

AJweston.  Sherborne.  Dorset. 


The  voyage  of 
Jacob  of  Ancona 

From  Air  David  Selboume 

Sir.  Dr  David  Abulafia  (“An  amazing 
journey  —  or  just  a  hoax?",  December 
1}  thinks  Jacob  of  Ancona  is  a  "Jewish 
Gulliver"  rather  than  a  Jewish  Marco 
Polo.  But  like  many  scholars  who 
have  written  on  my  translation  of  The 
City  of  Light,  he  makes  a  number  of 
errors  in  his  account  of  the  work. 

Thus  he  is  mistaken  in  his  assertion 
that  Venice  had  “suppressed"  voyages 
from  Ancona  to  rhe  pons  of  the  East  in 
1270.  when  Jacob  set  sail.  It  is  true  that 
there  was  rivalry  and  hostility 
between  the  two  Adriatic  port  cities  for 
control  of  the  Adriatic  and  Byzantine 
trade.  J.  F.  Leonhard,  in  his  detailed 
study  of  mercantile  Ancona  in  the 
Middle  Ages  l .Ancona  nel  basso 
Medio  Evo.  Ancona.  19921.  describes 
several  unsuccessful  anempTs  by  rhe 
Venetians  to  blockade  the  port 
between  1228  and  1231.  And  after 
Jacob's  return  io  Ancona  tin  1273) 
there  were  several  sea  battles  between 
Venice  and  Ancona  until  the  peace- 
treaty  signed  berween  them  in  1281. 

Bur  notwithstanding  the  intermit¬ 
tent  conflicts,  the  13th  century  was  a 
period  of  commercial  prosperity’  for 
rhe  city  of  Ancona,  derived  from  both 
local  and  long-distance  trade,  and  a 
voyage  such  as  Jacob's  made  during 
the  interregnum  in  hostilities  between 
the  cities  is  entirely  plausible.  Far 
from  its  trade  being  “suppressed".  An¬ 
cona  was  an  active  and  flourishing 
port  in  1270. 

San  Giovanni  d'Acri  (Acre)  had  not 
been  “flattened"  at  the  time  of  Jacob's 
arrival.  It  had  been  damaged,  not  flat¬ 
tened.  15  years  earlier,  as  a  result  of 
conflicts  between  Venetians  and 
Genovese.  But  by  Jacob's  arrival  in 
May  1270.  he  reports  the  resumption 
of  Friendly  relations  there  between 
Italian  merchants  hailing  from  dif¬ 
ferent  cities,  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  him. 

Finally,  giving  an  inaccurate  and 
highly-coloured  summary  of  my 
translation.  Dr  Abulafia  states  that 
the  merchant.  Aaron  of  Barcelona  — 
to  whom  Jacob  makes  several  refer¬ 
ences  —  “can  easily  be  shown  to  be  a 
figment  of  the  imagination".  Unfor¬ 
tunately  he  does  nor  furnish  any  real 
evidence  for  his  assertion.  It  will  be  up 
to  scholars  of  medieval  Aragon  to 
explore  this  question  further. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DAVID  SELBOURNE. 

C.  P.  152 

6102b  Urbino  (PS).  Italy. 

December  I. 


Wolsey  invoked 

From  the  Lard  Chancellor 

Sir.  Since  Monday,  December  I.  you 
have  published  a  number  of  articles 
referring  to  me  and  Cardinal  Wolsey. 
Other  newspapers  have  followed  your 
lead.  Perhaps  I  could  remind  your 
readers  that  when  1  compared  myself 
to  Wolsey  in  a  speech  to  the  Political 
Committee  of  the  Reform  Club  on 
October  21 1  was  making  a  joke.  1  gave 
the  text  of  this  speech,  including  all  ns 
jokes,  to  your  Legal  Correspondent 
when  I  was  interviewed  by  her  on 
November  4. 

The  context  was  a  list  of  previous 
Lord  Chancellors  who  had  all  exer¬ 
cised  broad  influence  over  govern¬ 
ment  policy.  The  specific  joke  about 
Cardinal  Wolsey  was  thar  he  is  widely 
credited  with  the  authorship  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Star  Chamber,  the  common 
nickname  of  a  Cabinet  committee 
w'hich  I  chair  today. 

In  an  otherwise  fair  and  balanced 
first  leader  on  Monday,  you  relied  on 
the  Cardinal  Wolsey  comparison  to 
say  that  I  am  “not  a  man  burdened 
with  false  humility"  and  1  have  "some¬ 
thing  still  to  learn  about  hubris".  1  am 
sorry  that  my  sense  of  humour  was 
not  appreciated  and  has  been  subse¬ 
quently  misinterpreted. 

Yours  sincerely. 

IRVINE  of  LAIRG. 

House  of  Lords. 

December  4. 


Tally  ho! 

From  Rear-Admiral  Peter  Marsden 

Sir,  You  can  always  tell  a  cavalryman; 
but  you  cannot  tell  him  much.  How¬ 
ever.  may  1  be  so  bold  as  to  tell  the  gal¬ 
lant  Field  Marshal  (letter.  November 
26)  that  1  can  well  understand  why 
UK  cavalrymen,  bored  to  extremis  by- 
long  years  stationed  in  a  not  wholly 
welcoming  allied  country,  should 
have  recourse  to  exercising  them¬ 
selves  by  chasing  subalterns  across 
the  German  plains  on  courses  con¬ 
jured  up  with  customary  Camberley 
cunning. 

However,  for  those  of  us  who  are 
opposing  Michael  Foster's  Bill  with 
intense  fervour,  it  is  the  sight  and 
sound  of  hounds  in  full  cry  after  their 
quarry,  checking  to  reacquire  the 
scent,  perhaps  temporarily  confused 
by  a  cunning  fresh  hare  or  fox  taking 
up  the  cause  and  then  refinding  the 
original  line,  which  entices  us  to  turn 
out  week  after  week  in  all  weathers. 

Would  one  ever  wjam  to  hunt  a 
cavalryman  twice? 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  MARSDEN. 

Lucerne,  St  Catherines  Road. 

Niton  Undercliff, 

Nr  Ventnor.  Isle  of  Wight. 

December  1. 
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BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 

1;  ***  President  of  the 

of  Brazil  and 
Cardoso  this  monuna  arri- 
^MCambridge  Airoon  and  were 
by  Her  Majesty*  LanJ- 
Jjg'grajtf^brfehw  (Mr 

„77te  Ptesideat  and  Senhura 
cardoK>  drove  id  Cambridge  Univer- 
“^wdwsre rareived  by  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  (Owncdloi),  the  Vice- 
OMnoto-  (Professor  Alec  Broers) 
a™  the  Mayor  of  Cambridge  (Court- 

His  Royal  Highness  admitted  Hi& 
Excellency  as  a  Doctor  of  Law  at  a 
Congregate  in  the  Senate-House. 

The  Preskknt  and  Senhora 
Cardoso  afterwards  visited  Cam¬ 
bridge  University  Press  Bookshop, 
were  received  by  die  Chief  Executive 
[Mr  Tony  Wilson)  and  met  those 
associated  with  the  opening  of  a 
University  Press  Bookshop  m  Sao 
Paulo. 

The  ’'eskksit  of  the  Federative 
Republic  of  Brazil  and  Sahara 
Cardoso  this  afternoon  visited  No  10 
Downing  Street  where  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  had  talks  with  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Afterwards  The  President  and  Se- 
nhora  Cardoso  were  entertained  to 
Luncheon  by  the  Prime  Minister  rat 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  President  of  the  Federative 
Republic  of  Brazil  later  visited  the 
Palace  of  Westminster,  was  received 
by  Mr  Robert  Blizzard  MP  (Chair¬ 
man.  B  ritisb-B  razilian  All  Party 
Group)  and  met  members  of  the 
Group  and  others  from  both  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

The  President  afterwards  visited 
Canning  House,  Bclgrave  Square. 
London  SWl.  was  received  by  the 
Viscount  Montgomery  of  Alamort 
[Vkr- President  of  the  Councils)  and 
attended  a  Reception  with  Latin 
American  Ambassadors,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Senior  Corporate  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Canning  House  and  members 
of  the  Brazilian  Community  CountiL 
Later  Mr  David  John  (Chairman. 
BOC  pk)  called  upon  The  President 
of  the  Federative  Republic  of  Brazil  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

Senhora  Cardoso  visited  the  White* 
chapel  Art  Gallery,  Whitechapel 
High  Street.  London  El.  was  received 
fay  the  Director  (Ms  Catherine 
Lampert]  and  (he  Deputy  Mayor  of 
the  London  Borough  of  Tower  Ham¬ 
lets  (Councillor  Abdul  Asad)  and 
viewed  the  “Lines  from  Brazil” 
Exhibition. 

His  Excellency  Professor 
Mahamcd  Ben  Ahmed  was  received 
in  audience  fay  The  Queen  and 
presented  die  Letters  of  Recall  of  his 
predecessor  and  his  awn  Letters  of 
Credence  as  Ambassador  from  the 
Republic  of Tunisia  to  the  Court  of  St 
James's. 

Professor  Zeineb  Ben  Ahmed  was 
also  received  by  Her  Majesty. 

Sir  John  Kerr  (Permanent  Under¬ 
secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs)  was  present 
His  Excellency  Mr  Mashe  Raviv 
and  Mrs  Raw  were  received  in 
farewell  audience  by  The  Queen  and 
mok  leave  upon  His  Excellency 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
Ambassador  from  die  State  of  Israel 
to  the  Court  trf  St  Janus's. 

The  following  were  received  in 
audience  by  The  Queen  and  kissed 
hands  upon  their  appointment  as 
Her  Majesty’s  Ambassadors:  Mr 
Mark  Bedew  (Holy  See.  Vatican],  Mr 
Richard  Jenkins  (the  Republic  of 
Georgia)  and  Mr  David  Lloyd  (in 
post  as  Her  Majesty*  Ambassador  to 
the  Republic  of  Slovenia). 

Mrs  Mlew  and  Mrs  Jenkins  were 
also  received  by  Her  Majesty. 

The  following  were  received  in 
audience  by  The  Queen  upon  their 
appointment  as  British  High 
Cnmmisskmeers:  Mr  John  Yapp  (die 
Republic  of  Seychelles).  Mr  Peter 
Boon  (the  Republic  of  Cameroon)  and 
Mr  Peter  Bcnfold  (in  past  as  British 
High  Conumvduner  to  the  Republic 
of  Sierra  Leone). 

Mrs  Yapp.  Mrs  Boon  and  Mrs 
Pcnfold  were  also  received  by  Her 
Majesty. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 


Edinburgh  were  entertained  by  The 
President  of  due  {federative  Republic 
of  Brazil  and  Scnhora  Cardoso  ibis 
evening  at  a  Banquet  at  die  Bnaftian 
Ambassador*  Residence.  54  Mount 
Street.  Loxfon  WI, 

The  Land  Hoyle  (Lord  in  Writing] 
was  present  at  Heathrow  Airport. 
London,  this  morning  upon  die 
Arrival  of  The  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Fiji  and  First  Lady,  Adi 
Lady  Lai  Mara,  and  welcomed  His 
Excellency  and  Lady  Mara  cm  behalf 
of  Her  Majesty. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  patron.  ■ 
the  Industrial  Sodere.  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Sir  Bob  Real  (Chairman)  at 
the  Memorial  Service  far  Mr  John 
Garnett  (a  farmer  Director)  which 
was  held  in  Si  Martin -in-dic- Hdds 
Church.  London  WC2,  this  afternoon. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  was  represented ' 
fay  Mr  Nicolas  Adamson. 

December  4:  The  Dube  of  York  this 
evening  attended  a  Banquet  given  by 
The  President  of  the  Federative 
Republic  of  Brazil  and  Scnhora 
Cardoso  u  the  Brazilian  Ambas¬ 
sador*  Residence,  54  Mount  Street. 
London  Wl. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
December  4:  Major  General  Robert 
Ward  today  had  the  honour  of  being 
received  by  Queen  Elizabeth  The 
Queen  Mother,  Colond-in-Qurf,  1st 
The  Queen*  Dragoon  Guards;  opart 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
Colonel  of  the  Regimau. 

Cbkmd  John  PDcock  also  had  the 
honour  of  being  received  by  Her 
Majesty  upon  assuming  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Colonel  of  1st  Tbe  Queen's 
Dragoon  Guards. 

Queen  Elizabeth  The  Queen 
Mather,  accompanied  by  The  Duke 
of  York,  was  present  this  afternoon  at 
the  “Not  Forgotten'  Association 
Christmas  Party  which  was  held  in  St 
James*  Palace. 

The  Hon  Mrs  Rhodes.  Major 
Charles  MacEwan  and  Major  Timo¬ 
thy  AUen  were  in  attendance. 

Her  Majesty  was  represaued  by 
Sir  Alactanr  Aird  at  the  Memorial 
Service  for  Mr  John  Garnett,  farmer 
Director  of  the  Industrial  Society, 
whfei  was  held  in  the  Church  of  St 
Martin-in-the-FfeUs  this  afternoon. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  4:  The  Prince  of  Wales  this 
morning  visited  the  Big  Issue.  Fleet 
House.  Cl ertenweU  Road.  London 
ECl.  and  met  members  of  staff, 
together  with  a  number  of  homeless 
people  who  are  receiving  support 
from  the  Big  Issue  Foundation. 

His  Royal  Highness.  President. The 
Prince*  Trust  afterwards  attended 
an  event  to  promote  The  Prince* 
Trust-Volonteers  programme  to 
employers  In  London  at  Merchant 
Taylors  Hall,  Thread  needle  street. 
London  EC2- 

Tbe  Prince  of  Wales.  President. 
Business  In  die  Community,  this 
afternoon  visited  wimon  Primary 
School.  Klllick  Street.  Pwuonvifle 
Road.  London  NWi,  met  teachers 
and  pupils  and  saw  examples  of  how 
business  Involvement  can  help  to 
raise  standards  In  schools. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Patron. 
Macmillan  Cancer  Relief,  later 
visited  patients  undergoing 
treatment  at  Aberdeen  Road, 
Islington.  London  NS. 

The  Prince  of  wales.  Patron,  tbe 
Royal  opera,  afterwards  toured  the 
Royal  Opera  House*  redevelopment 
In  Floral  Street.  Covent  Garden. 
London  WCZ.  and  met  members 
the  Company. 


His  Royal  Highness  su  _ . 

attended  the  Memorial  Service  far 
Mr  John  Garnett  which  was  held  in 
St  Marttn-tn-the-Helds  Church. 
London'WC2. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  this  evening 
a  trended  a  Banquet  given  by  The 
President  of  the  Federative  Republic 
of  Brazil  and  senhora  Cardoso  at  the 
Brazilian  Ambassador*  Residence, 
54  Mount  street.  London  Wl. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  4:  The  Princess  Margaret. 
Countess  of  Snowdon  this  evening 
attended  a  Banquet  given  by  The 
President  of  the  Federative  Republic 
of  Brazil  and  Senhora  Cardoso  atthe 
Brazilian  Ambassadors  Residence. 
54  Mount  Street,  London  wi. 

id  Duchess 
attended  a 

Banquet  given  by  The  President  of 
the  Federative  Republic  of  Brazil  and 
Senhora  Cardoso  at  the  Brazilian 
Ambassadors  Residence.  54  Mount 
Street  London  WI. 

YORK  HOUSE 

December  4:  The  Duke  of  Kent  this 
evening  attended  a  Banquet  given  by 
The  President  of  the  Federative 
Republic  of  Brazil  and  Senhora 
Cardoso  at  tbe  Brazilian 
Ambassador*  Residence.  54  Mount 
street.  London  wi. 


Speaker 

The  Speaker  was  Ok  host  at  a 
dinner  in  honour  of  a.  par- 
liamentoty  delegation  from  Ethio¬ 
pia.  kd  by  Mr  Dae wit  Yohannes, 
Sjpeaker  of  the  CouncDof  Brapte* 
Rfipreseritotives,  held  last  nipt  in 
Speakers  House.  The  Ethiopian 
Chargfe  d'Affains  also  attended. 


HM  Government 

Mr  George  Robertson.  Secretary 

of  State  for  Defence;  was  tbe  host 

at  a  dinner  given  by  HM  Govecrt- 
ment  in  honour  of  Mr  William 
Cohen.  Secretary  for  Defense  of 
the  USA.  held  last  night  at  Ad- . 
mindly  House.  Whitehall. 

Mr  Mike  Bowlin 
King  Constantine  of  the  Hellenes 
was  present  at  a  dinner  given  last 
flight  at  Cteridge*  by  Mr  Mike 
Bowfin.  Chairman  of  ARCO.  Mr 
Newt  Gingrkh,  Speak*-  of  the  US 
House  of  Representatives,  was 
guest  of  honour.  Other  guests 
were; 


Jose  Carreras,  the  tenor, 
is  50  today 

Birthdays  today 

Mr  John  Baker,  chairman.  Nat¬ 
ional  Power,  60:  Viscount 
Bridgeman,  67;  Lord  Chaifont,  78; 
Sr  William  Downward,  former 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Greater 
Manchester.  &5:  Lord  Dubs.  65: 
Miss  Enid  M.  Essame,  former 
Headmistress.  Queenswood 
School  Hatfield.  91;  Mr'  PJ. 
Grant,  former  chairman.  Sun  Life 
Assurance  Society,  68;  the  Very 
Rev  Derek  Hole.  Provost  of 
Leicester.  64. 

Sir  ffefcr  Kncatt,  former  secretory 
to  tbe  Speaker.  70:  Mr  Hanif 
Kurdshi,  writer.  43;  little  Richard, 
singer  and  pianist,  62:  the  Earl  of 
Longford,  KG.  92;  Mr  Sheridan 
Moriey,  author  and  broadcaster. 
56:  Lord  Napier  and  Ettridc  67; 
Lord  Nathan.  75;  Mr.  Jeremy 
Sand  ford,  writer,  63;  the  Earl  of 
Scarbrough,  65;  Mr  Harold  Sebag- 
Montefiore.  barrister.  73;  Mr  Ba¬ 
den  Skin,  former  Chief  Constable. 
Hertfordshire.  56;  Dame  Mary 
Snueron.  cSvfl  servant,  95;  Mr 
Adam  Thorpe,  poet,  41;  Mr  David 
Yarke,  former  President,  Royal 
Institution  of  Chartered  Survey¬ 
ors.  66. 


Appointment 

Ministry  of  Defence 
Mr  Martin  Hemming  has  been 
appointed  Legal  Adviser  to  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  in  succession 
to  Mr  Antony  Inglese  who  has 
become  Deputy  Treasury  SOlidicr. 


Captain  Geoffrey 
Stamring 

A  memorial  service  far  Captain 
Geoffrey  S  tannine.  DSO,  Royal 
Navy,  wifl  be  held  in  Marlborough 
College  Chapel  on  Saturday,  Janu¬ 
ary  17.  al  2pm. 

Professor  George 
Forrest 

A  Commemorative  Event  far 
Professor  George  ' Forrest,  MA. 
will  be  held  al  New  College, 
Oxford,  on  Saturday,  February  7. 
ar230pm_ 

Three  Faiths 
Forum 

The  Council  of  Christians.  Jews 
and  Muslims  have  held  their  first 
conference  in  London.  Sheikh  Dr 
Zalti  Badawi  and  Sir  Sigmund 
Sternberg  presided  jointiy. 


Wycombe  Abbey 
School 

Wycombe  Abbey  has  made  the 
following  awards,  tenable  from 
September  1998: 
sizfh  Fora  HcfaotanUps 
Major  SUwUi sliliK  Alice  Dabble, 
wycombe  Abbey. 

Minor  SduduililiiK  France  Him, 
Wycombe  Abbey;  Louise  Yeung, 
Wycombe  Abbey. 

Exhibitions:  Sarah  Gabriel, 
Wycombe  Abbey,  Krtstd  Leow. 
Garden  International  School.  Kuala 
Dun  pan  Alexandra  Tse.  Wycombe 
Abbey. 


Corapajsy  of  TSa  Plate  Workers 
alias  Wire  Workers 
Mr  Beta;  Lee,  Vice  Lord-Ueuten- 
ant  of  South  Yorkshire;  was  the 


Londieoixs 

Prime  Minister 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Mrs  Blair 
were  the.  hosts  at  a  luncheon,  held 
yesterday  ax  10  Downing  Sheer  in 
honour  of'  tbe  President  of  the 
Federative  Republic  of  Brazil  and 
Senhora  Cardoso.  Among  otiien 


Wycombe  Abbey  School  (Charity  Not 
310638)  promotes  the  education  of 
girls. 

Service  dinner. 

HAC  Mess  Club 

Major  D.  Ide-Smith.  president  of  die 
Honourable  ArtiBery  Company  Mess 
CWb,  was  in  tbe  chair  at  a  members' 
dinner  held  last  night  ar  Armoury 
House.  Major  Professor  R.  Sanders, 
Field  Manual  Lord  Inge.  Constable. 
HM  Tower  of  London  and  Sir 
Alexander  Graham  ako  spoke. 


guest  speaker  at  a  court  dinner  of 
tbe  Company  of  Tin  Plate  Workers 
■alias  Wire  Workers  held  last  night 
at  Stationer?*  Hafl.  Mr  Henry  G. 
Mutism,  Master,  assisted  fay  Mr 
Wiliam  Warbey  and  DrBeresford 
Ban;,  Wardens,  presided.  Daring 
tbe- evening  an  award  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  a  student  from  imperial 
College  of  Science, Technology  and 
Medicine.  Among  others  present 

wmft? 

The  Master  of  the  Hamels*  Company, 
die  Mister  of  the  Gold  and  SBw-r 
Wne  Drawers'  Company  and  the 
Master  of  the  company  of  Hackney 
Carriage  Driven. 

fawpiy  of*  Makers  of  Pfatying 
Cards 

The  .Sheriffs  and  their  ladies 
attended  the  annual  installation 
dinner  of  the  Company  of  Makers 
of  Playing  Cards  held  last  night  at 
the  Mansion  House;  Mr  P-D. 
Crabbe.  Master,  presided  Mr 
Alderman  and  Sheriff  D.  Howard. 
Admiral  .Sir  Nicholas  Hunt  and 
Mr  AJT.  Wilcox.  Senior  Warden, 
also  spoke.  Among  others  present 


Memorial  Forthcoming 
services  marriages 


i  ; 

*  '-i: 


The  Anchorites 

Commodore  Garden  Macdranld 
was  the  principal  guest  ai  axfinner 
of  the  Andxxrites  beki  last  night  at 
the  Cafe  Royal.  Commodore  AJD- 
.  Barrett,  president,  was  .  in  -  the 
chair.  .•= 


Institute  of 
Actuaries 

The  following,  candidates  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  iTCHTTirimrinrei  require¬ 
ments  far.,  ilia  qualification  of 
(fellowship  of  the  Institute  of 
Actuaries: 


Tbe  Coroners'  Society  of  England 
&  Wales 

The  President  of  the  Society  and 
Mis  Rodney  Cornier  gave  a  lun¬ 
cheon  yesterday  at  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine.  Among  the 
guests  were: 

Sir  Montague  and  Lady  .  Levine.  Dr 
and  Mrs  a.  Macara,  Dr  Kate  AOsopp. 
Dr  E.  Armstrong.  Professor  R. 
MacSween.  Mr  David  White  (Rouge 
Croix  Purautram),  Mr  Michael 
Howells.  Mr  Michael  Burgess.  Dr  and 
Mis  p.  Knapman. 


Party 

“Not  gotten"  Association 

Queen  Elizabeth  the  Queen  Mother 
and  tbe  Duke  of  York  attended  tbe 
annual  Christmas  party  of  the  “Not 
Forgotten'  Association  for  ifisabled 
ex-servicemen  and  women  held  yca- 
terdqr  in  toe  Sate  Apartments.  Sr 
Janes*  Palau.  They  were  met  fay 
Held  Marshal  Lord  Bramafl.  KG. 
Admiral  Sir  David  Williams.  Mar¬ 
shal  of  tbe  RAF  Lord  Graig  of  Radley 
and  Commandant  Antfaea  Laricm. 
Presidents  of  the  Association.  Major- 
General  Sir  OiRstopber  Airy,  chair¬ 
man.  Lieutenant-Cbfand  TJ  Tedder, 
director  and  Mn  MJ  Giha.  assistant 
director. 


Tbe  following  candidates  have  com-' 
pfeted  the.  eraminatfons  require¬ 
ment  for  the .  qualification  of 
Fellowship  of  the ■  -  Faculty  of 
Actuaries: 


services 

DtAjL-Rowse,  CH,  FBA  .  . 
The  Prince  of  Wales  was  repre¬ 
sented  fay  Mr  Michael  Galsworthy 
at  a  memorial  service  for  Dr  A.L 
Ruwse,  CH>  FBA.  historian,  bdd 
yesterday  at  St  AtwfoU.  Parish 
Church.  Cornwall  Canon  Andrew 
Matthew  officiated,  assisted  by  the 
Bishop  of  Troro,  who  led  the 
prayers  and  pronounced  the 
blessing. 

The  Rev  Desmonds  Peckett  and 
Professor  Charles  Thomas  read 

the  tessms.  Miss  Margaret  Wolfit 
read  the  poan  Home  by  A.L. 
Rowse  and  fins  the  works  of 
Shakespeare.  Mr  Raleigh  Trevel¬ 
yan  paid  tribute. 

Mr  Kenneth  Fraser  Annand 
sang  a  selection  of  A.L  Rowse* 
Cornish  poems,  accompanied  by 
the  musical  composer.  Ms  Harriet 
PMherkk  Bushman,  The  Loiri- 
.  lieutenant  of  Cornwall,  the  High 
Sheriff  of  Com  wall,  the  Chairman 
of  Cornwall  County  Council,  and 
the  Mayor  of  Restormd.  Borough 
Council  vvereamong  those  present. 
Mr  John  Garnett 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  was 
represented  by  Sir  Bob  Reid  and 
-Queen  Elizabeth  the  Queen 
Mother  by  Captain  Sir  Alastair 
Aird  at  a  memorial  service  to 
celebrate  the  life  and  work  of  Mr 
John  Garnett,  former  director  of 
tiie  Industrial  Society,  held  yes- 
today  at  St  Martin-bi-the-Ffekls. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  attended  and 
the  Duke  of  Kent  was  represented 
by  Mr  Nicolas  Adamson.  Canon 
Geoffrqr  Brown  officiated. 

Mr  Stephen  Jenkins  and  Lord 
Gladwin  of  Clee  read  die  lessons. 
Mr  Tony  Morgan,  Chid  Executive 
of  tbe  Industrial  Society,  read  a 
poem.  Mr  Norman  MacLeod.  Ms 
Julia  CJeverdon  (widow),  and  Mr 
Rupert  Middleton,  paid  tribute. 
Tbe  Rev  Nicholas  Hoi  Dam  pro¬ 
nounced  the  blessing.  Ms  Hilary 
Brennan,  event  coordinator,  the 
.  Industrial  Society,  sang  A  ve  Maria 
by  Schubert.  Members  of-  the 
family,  former  colleagues  and 
many  friends  were  among  those 
present 


Sailers’  Company 

'  The  Lord  Mayor  has  presented  the 
Sabers' Company  Prize  for  the  Teach¬ 
ing  of  Chemistry  fa  Mr  Andrew 
Browning  of  Cfcnford  School  and  the 
Sabers'  Company  JerwOod  Prize  rj 
.  Mr  Graeme  Purdy  of  Shell' Venezuela 
to  recognise  past  aduevemenx  and 
future  potential  of  Salters'  Company 
graduate  prizewinners.  Tbe  Lord 
Mayor  has  also  presented  prizes  u 
graduates  in  chemistry  and  cbonical 
engineering,  to  students  who.  have 
achieved  -tbe  best  results  m  tbe 
Salters’ A-Levd  Advanced  Chemistry 
Examinations  and  fa  winners  of  the 
Salters' City  and  GaOd  prixeS- 


Receplions 

Lord  Mayor  Weteminster 
Tbe  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  of  Westminster  were  tiie 
hosts  at  a  reception  held  last  night  at 
Westminster  City  Hail  prior  to  tbe 
lighting-up  carrnnoy  of  the  Oslo 
Gbristmss.Tcce.in  Trafalgar  Square 
The  Norwegian  Ambassador,  tbe 
Secretary  of  State  fat  fix;  Department 
of  Culture  Media  and  Sport  and  the 
Executive  Chairman  of  Oslo  City 
Cbuncfl  were  also  presenL 
Mr  Peter  Jenmaff 
RrtherMkhad  Seed  oddnated  Mass 
at  tbe  Athenaeum  fast  night  in 
thanksgiving  for  tbe  fiftietir  birthday 
of  Mr  Raer.  Jennings.  The  Abbott  of 
Quart  Abbey  pronounced  tbe  Uess- 
.  ing.  Mr  and  Mrs  Jennings  were  tbe . 
hosts  at  a  reception  held  afterwards. 
Mr- Kevin  Grant  also  spoke. 

Viii  tfhoimeur 

Canniag  Hoase 

Viscount  Montgomery  of  Alamein. 
vjeoprerident  of  the  Hispamc  and 
Lnso  Brazilian  Cbuncff.  was  the  host 
at  a  Vin  dboonenr  bdd  yesterday  at 
Cannb%  House  in  honour  of  tbe 
PreffldentofBraxfl. 


DrJJ.  AntsdKri 
and  Miss  A.  1- Gould 

-Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jereny.  son  of  Dr  and  Mrs 
Fred  Antscheri.  of  Hadfey^Vood. 
Hertfordshire,  and  Alexandra, 
daughter  of  Dr  and  M/s  Stuart 
Gould,  of  Epson.  Surrey. 

Mr  M.N.  Asteris 
and  Miss  AJ4.  Genda 
Hie  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mart  son  of  Grand  Mrs 
Michael  Asteris.  of  Enisworth, 
Hampshire,  and  Alexandra, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  Peter 
Gerula,  of  New  Jersey.  USA. 

Mr  P.N.  Cnsbmxn 
and  Miss  CJ.  Irby 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul,  dder  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Mkhael  Cashman.  of 
Rowtown.  Surrey,  and  Caroline, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr 
Christopher  Irfay,  of  Dmddn  SEI. 
and  Mrs  Marjorie  Irby,  of  Mil¬ 
ford.  Surrey. 

Herr  MLK.  Goeger 
and  Miss  SJH.  Rnrfere 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  MichaeL  elder  son  of 
professor  and  Mrs  Franz  Goeger, 
of  Schooungen.  German"  and 
Sarah,  daughter  of  the  late'  Dan 
Rivftre  and  of  Mrs  Veronica  Lane, 
and  stepdaughter  of  Mr  Nicholas 
Latte,  of  King’s  Lynn,  Norfolk. 

Mr  PJL  Harrison 
and  Miss  JJL  Ede  _ 

Tbe  engagesnent  is-  announced 
between  Peter  Russell,  younger 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Harrison,  of  Sparshoft,  Oxford¬ 
shire.  and  Joanna  Lucy,  only 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Robin 
Ede,  of  Washington.  West  Sussex. 
Mr  G.M.  Holloway 
and  Miss  SJL  Kane 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Gary,  son  of  Mr  Rodney 
Holloway  and  of  Mrs  Vivienne 
Wilson,  both  of  Wakefield,  West 
Yorkshire,  and  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Dr  Stephen  and  Dr  Judy  Kane,  of 
Kingstareupon-Thames.  Surrey. 
Mr  NJ.  Rogers 
and  MHe  N.C  Ropara 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nril  John,  son  of  Mr  and 
-  Mrs  J.  Rogers,  of  Parsonage  Farm. 
Bonnington,  Kent,  and  Nathalie 
Caroline,  younger  daughter  of  M 
.  and  Mme  G  Ropars.  of  Esbly, 
Ranee. 

Mr  A.  Wisniewski 
and  Miss  KA.  fames 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  S-  Wisniewski,  of  Bristol,  and 
Katy,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
J.G.  limes,  of  Niton,  Isle  off' WighL 
Mr  SJ^G.  Wood 
and  Mias  CP.  Sanfcey 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  son  of  the  late 
Major  R.O.G.  Wood  and  of  Mrs 
Wood,  of  Glassonby.  Penrith, 
Cumbria,  and  Clair,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  J.S. 
Sankey,  -  of  Markfield, 
LeicEsterahire. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Christina  Rossetti,  poet. 
London.  1830;  Jata  Rushworfb 
Jelliooe,  1st  Earl  JdubOe,  Admiral 
of  tiie  Fleet.  Southampton.  1859; 
Fritz  Lang,  film  director,  Vienna, 
1890;  Walt  Disney,  animated 
cartoonist  and  film  producer,  Chi¬ 
cago.  1901;  Em  eric  Pressburger, 
film  producer,  Hungary,  1902; 
Otto  Preminger,  film  director. 
Vienna.  1906. 

DEATHS:  Wolfgang  Amadeus 
Mozart,  Vienna,  1791;  Alexandre 
Dianas  pirn,  novelist.  Puys. 
France,  1870;  Sir  Henry  Tate, 
founder  of  the  Tate  Gallery, 
London,  1899:  Claude  Manet, 
painter,  Giverney.  France.  1926. 
The  Mary  Celeste  was  (bund 
abandoned,  drifting  in  the  Atlantic 
with  a  cargo  of  alcohol.  1872. 
Prohibition  was  repealed  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  1933.  - 
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Obituaries 


GLYN  DEARMAN 


Glyn  Dearman,  BBC 
radio  drama  producer, 
died  on  November  30 

following  a  fen  at  his 

London  home  aged  57. 
He  was  bom  on 
December  3a  1939. 


Glyn  Dearman  was 
a  fearless  and 
enthusiastic  radio 
drama  producer,  in 
an  association  with  the  BBC 
which  had,  including  his  act¬ 
ing  career,  lasted  for  more 
than  45  years.  In  that  lime  he 
had  presided  over  work  rang¬ 
ing  from  popular  serials  to 
classical  drama,  notably  his 
Shakespeare  productions  with 
Kenneth  Branagh,  in  which 
the  nonagenarian  Sir  John 
Gielgud  participated. 

As  a  child  actor  he  had  parts 
in  a  number  of  Children's 
Hour  productions;  he  had 
started  as  Jennings  in  the 
serial  Jennings  at  School, 
which  ran  for  a  number  of 
years  and  was  wildly  popular 
with  young  and  old.  At  the 
same  time  as  working  hard  on 
radio  he  was  appearing  in 
several  British  Sims.  In  1951  he 
featured  as.  Tiny  Tim  to 
r  .  Alastair  Sim’s  Scrooge  (in  the 
' c  •  Sim  of  that  title)  and  as  Little 
Arthur  in  7*oift  Brown's 
Schooldays,  giving  suitably 
tear^erking  performances  in 
both  these  roles. 

This  early  stardom  was 
slightly  at  odds  with  a  family 
background  which  included 
three  aunts  who  had  married 
into  the  peerage.  They  were 
three  of  the  six  daughters  of 
his  grandmother.  Kate  Mey- 
rick,  who  had  taken  to  run¬ 
ning  nightclubs  in  the  1920s  in 
order  to  pay  for  their  educa¬ 
tion.  Her  clubs,  especially  the 
“43"  in  Gerrard  Street  were 
patronised  by  the  then  Prince 
/  *  of  Wales.  King  Carol  of  Roma- 
'■  ‘  nia.  Noel  Coward  and  other 
members  of  high  society. 

He  much  admired  his 
grandmother,  and  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  his  flair  for  produc¬ 
tion  and  for  casting  was  due  to 
her  example,  since  he  always 
maintained  that  a  good  pro¬ 
duction  was  rather  like  giving 
a  good  party.  She  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  approved  of  many 
of  his  star-filled  casts  of  later 


years,  one  of  which  included 
the  present  Prince  of  Wales, 
whom  he  persuaded  to  play 
Prince  Hal  to  Sir  Robert 
Stephens's  Falstaff  in  a  1994 
recording  of  Shakespearean 
excerpts  issued  on  cassette  and 
CD  as  The  Prince's  Choice. 

Once  his  voice  had  broken. 
Dearman  remained  an  actor 
and  concentrated  on  radio.  He 
joined  the  BBC  Drama  Reper¬ 
tory  Company  and  had  a  con¬ 
tinuing  role  in  the  popular 
daily  soap  opera  Mrs  Dale's 
Diary.  Little  did  he  realise 
then  that  it  would  fall  to  his  lot 
to  terminate  this  long-running 
serial  in  2969,  after  it  had 
changed  its  name  to  TTte  Dales 
and  after  Jesse  Matthews, 
with  whom  he  had  an  excel¬ 
lent,  mutually  admiring  rap¬ 
port,  had  taken  over  the  part  of 
Mrs  Dale.  He  had  earlier  be¬ 
come  a  producer  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme.  and  by  the  time  of  its 
demise  had  been  its  editor-in- 
chief  for  more  than  two  years. 

He  immediately  moved  on 
to  run  its  replacement  as  a 
daily  soap  opera,  Wagonners" 
Walk.  So  successful  was  this 
programme  that  it  came  to 
beat  The  Archers  in  the  ratings 
charts,  and  much  credit  for 
this  must  go  to  Dearman.  his 
organisational  skills  and  his 
establishment  of  a  brilliant 
team  of  writers  and  actors. 

Six  years  under  the  dally 
pressure  of  soap  operas  is  a 
grueilingly  long  time,  and  it 
was  with  some  relief  that  be 
moved  into  the  mainstream  of 
radio  drama  production.  Here 
he  was  able  to  exploit  his 
talents  for  light  comedy,  his 
technical  expertise,  his  feeling 
for  music,  and  his  ear  for 
casting  as  well  as  his  flair  for 
publicity.  He  recognised  the 
value  of  star-casting  and  was 
never  afraid  to  work  with  the 
biggest  names  in  the  business. 
There  are  few  in  the  current 
theatrical  aristocracy  who 
have  not  worked  with  him, 
and  all  would  acknowledge 
their  enjoyment  of  the  experi¬ 
ence.  He  worked  hard  with  his 
actors  but  always  made  the 
process  fun. 

He  won  national  and  inter¬ 
national  awards  for  his  work. 
Among  prizewinning  produo 
turns  were  Gormenghast  by 
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Mervyn  Peake  starring  the 
singer  Sting;  Come  Unto 
These  Yellow  Sands  by  Angela 
Carter  (he  also  directed  her 
Company  of  Wolves,  which 
was  later  made  into  a  full- 
length  feature  film};  and  an 
experimental  piece  of  radio 
drama  by  the  actor  Andrew 
Sachs  called  The  Revenge. 


William  Penie.  prison 
governor,  died  on 
November  15  aged 
79.  He  was  born  on 
April  11, 1918. 

IN  A  career  spanning  more 
than  30  years,  William  Feme 
was  one  of  the  leading  prison 
governors  in  the  country.  For 
16  years,  between  1962  and 
1978,  be  was  in  charge  of  four 
different  prisons,  including 
three  of  the  most  difficult  His 
time  as  a  governor  coincided 
with  three  decades  of  tribula¬ 
tion  and  disaster  for  the  Prison 
Service. 

A  series  of  high-profile  es¬ 
capes  in  the  mid  1960s  culmin- 


Thjs  was  a  play  without 
words,  and  since  it  needed  no 
translation  it  is  not  surprising 
that  this  prizewinning  produc¬ 
tion  was  aired  by  most  of  the 
world's  leading  broadcasting 
organisations. 

He  daringly  cast  John  Os¬ 
borne  and  Jill  Bennett,  in  their 
happier  married  days,  in  three 


plays  by  Feydeau;  he  was 
responsible  for  a  masterly 
production  of  Sandy  Wilson’s 
Valmouth:  starring  Fenella 
Fielding  and  Elisabeth  Welch; 
and  a  serialisation  of  Jeffrey 
Archer’s  Not  a  Penny  Mon, 
Not  a  Penny  Less  in  1980.  so 
boosting  sates  of  the  original 
novel  that  it  set  its  author  well 


WILLIAM  PERRIE 


ated  in  that  of  George  Blake 
from  Wormwood  Scrubs  in 
1966.  Lord  Mountbarten’s  sub¬ 
sequent  inquiry  eventually  led 
to  the  setting-up  of  a  number 
of  high-security  prisons,  with 
dog  patrols,  dosed-dreuit  tele¬ 
vision  surveillance  and  multi¬ 
ple  barriers  to  escape.  These 
"dispersal  prisons"— so  called 
because  the  highest  risk  pris¬ 
oners  were  dispersed  among 
them  —  included  Hull  Prison, 
to  which  Penie  was  posted  in 
1968. 

He  was  so  successful  at  Hull 
that  he  was  promoted  to  the 
top  dass  of  governor  and 
given  charge  of  the  new  prison 
at  Long  Lartin,  near  Worces- 
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ter,  in  1970."  He  was  governor 
there  for  five  distinguished 
years. 

In  1975  Birmingham’s 
Winsan  Green  Prison  became 
a  focus  of  controversy.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  arrest  of  those  charged 
with  the  Birmingham  pub 
bombings,  serious  allegations, 
were  made  about  their  treat-, 
ment  by  the  police  and  prison 
warders. 

Because  of  his  reputation, 
Farie  was  selected  fry  the 
Prison  Service  to  take  on  this 
thankless  assignment.  His 
guidance  helped  to  maintain 
morale  through  the  trial  of 
seme  of  the  staff  (Who  were 
eventually  acquitted),  and 
then  laid  the  foundations  for  a 
recovery  before  his  retirement 
in  1978. 

Bill  Penie  —  as  he  was  al¬ 
ways  known  —  was  a  big,  ro¬ 
bust  man.  keen  on  jogging 
even  in  his  retirement.  He  had 
a  sharp  intellect  and  an  inqui- ' 
ring  mind.  His  understanding 
of  prisons  was  considerable, 
and  so  was  his  influence  on 
those  who  worked  with  him. 
His  best  work  was  in  devising 
regimes  for  prisoners  serving 
very  long  sentences  who  had 
to  be  kept  in  high  security 
conditions  —  a  new  problem 
arising  from  the  abolition-of 
capital  punishment 

The  very  long  sentences  first 
imposed  on  the  notorious  train 
robbers  and  on  George  Blake 
provided  a  complex  challenge 
(though  Blake  escaped  after 
only  5*2  years).  Seeking  to 
balance  security  with  the  Indi¬ 
vid  uals’ needs,  ftnie  gradual- 
ly  found  a  workable  solution. 
He  was  prepared  to  discuss 
the  prisoners’  particular  prob¬ 
lems  and  offer  them  a  little 
humane  flexibility,  in  matters 
such  as  personal  possessions 
and  dress. 


chi  the  road  to  fortune,  if  not  to 
genuine  literary  feme.  Svenga- 
b,  Maigret,  Dracula,  Sherlock 
Holmes,  Claudius,  Franken¬ 
stein,  were  all  fanititar  charac¬ 
ters  to  him  and  were  perfectly 
cast  by  him. 

hi  more  recent1  years  he 
worked  with  Kenneth  Bran¬ 
agh  and  his  Renaissance  The¬ 
atre'  Company  on  radio 
productions  of.  Hamlet,  Ro¬ 
meo  and  Juliet  and  King  Lear 
with  Sir  John  Gielgud  who 
was  90  at  the  time  of  the 
recanting  in  the  tide  role  (ten 
years  too;  oldfor  the  part,  as 
the  theatrical  knight 
remarked). 

These  productions,  were  also 
issued  anxassette  and  CD,  but 
-  too  much  of  a  radio  producer’s 
work  is  ephemeral  and  rests  in 
:memoiy  or  locked  in  the 
archive  at  "Broadcasting 
House,  unlikely  ever  to  be 
heard  again,  especially  after 
April  next  year,  when  few 
{days  transmitted  will  be  of  a 

duration  longer  than  60  min¬ 
utes.  Disenchanted  by  what  he 
saw  as  having  become  a 
joyless  institution  which  was 
uninterested  in  people  and  the 
creative  spirit,  he  took  early 
retirement  from  the  BBC  in 
1995  and  set  up  his  own 
independent  audio  company. 
Arcadia. 

It  is  the  big  names  and  the 
well-known  works  which  are 
remembered,  but  Glyn  Dear- 
man  nurtured  a  great  deal  of 
new  writing  talent  and  gave 
employment  to  many  excellent 
actors  who  do  not  necessarily 
have  household  names.  Many 
of  these  artists  became  good 
friends  and  retained  the  love, 
encouragement  and  admira¬ 
tion  he  gave  them:  He  needed 
this,  for  public  success  did  not 
make  for  a  happy  private  life. 
This  had  more  than  its  due 
share  of  the  darkness  of  the 
soul  and  a  painful  loneliness 
in  the  midst  of  a  crowd  of 
friends.  His  was  an  outgoing 
life  and  he  found  it  easier  to 
give  titan  to  receive. 

Glyn  Dearman  married,  in 
1961,  Susan  MacDonald, 
granddaughter  of  the  former 
Labour  Prime  Minister  Ram¬ 
say  MacDonald.  The  mar¬ 
riage  was  dissolved  in  1967. 
There  were  no  children. 


SIR  JOHN 
COULSON 


As  a  result  of  this.  Feme 
was  well  respected  by  both 
prisoners  and  staff  which  was 
a  considerable  achievement  at 
a  time  of  inmate  disturbances 
and  staff  industrial  action. 
Such  was  his  standing"  that 
alter  his  retirement  an  annual 
lecture  was  established  and 
named  after  him.  In  1993  the 
Feme  Lecture  was  given  by  . 
the  then  Shadow  Home  Secre¬ 
tary,  Tony  Blair. 

Wiliam  Feme  was  bom  in 
Iarkhall.  Lanarkshire,  and 
left  school  at  15.  He  worked  as 
a  painter  and  decorator  until 
the  outbreak  of  war,  when  he 
joined  the  Lowland  Division. 
He  served  with  the  Reconnais- 
.  same  Corps,  rising  to  be  a 
sergeant  major  and  being 
mentioned  in  dispatches. 

After  the  war  he  joined 
the  Prison  Service  as  an  officer 
at  Norwich.  Prison,  soon  mov¬ 
ing  to  Hollesley  Bay  Borstal 
His  ability,  especially  with 
young  offenders,  soon  caught 
the  eye  of  the  Arson  Commis¬ 
sioners,  and  he  was  selected 
for  promotion  to  assistant 
governor.  He  served  at  Camp 
Hfll  Leyhifl  and  Wakefield  — 
working  largely  with  young 
offenders  —  before  being  post¬ 
ed  as  deputy  governor  to 
Cardiff  Prison  from  1958  to 
I960. 

This  was  followed  by  a 
spell  in  charge  of  the  boys’ 
prison  at  Wormwood  Scrubs 
before  he  went  back  to  South 
Wales  as  Governor  of  Swan¬ 
sea  Prison  in  1962.  Three  years 
later  he  was  commended  in  an 
appeal  judgment  by  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  for  his  efforts 
with,  arid  kindness  towards,  a 
very  inadequate  prisoner. 
That  incident  typifies  Bill 
Perrie’s  work. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Olive,  and  their  son. 


Sir  John  Coulson, 
KCMG,  Secretary- 

General  of  the  European 
Free  Trade  Association 
(Efta)  1965-72.  died  on 
November  15  aged  88. 

He  was  bom  on 
September  13, 1909. 

AS  A  derk  In  the  Foreign 
Office.  John  Coulson  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  sending  off  the 
telegram  which  declared  war 
on  Hitler  in  1939.  It  was  a 
momentous  start  to  an  event¬ 
ful  war  for  Coulson.  then  a 
rising  young  star  in  Whitehall. 
After  spells  in  the  Ministry  of 
Economic  Warfare  and  the 
War  Cabinet  Office,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  tiie  Foreign  Office  as 
deputy  to  Gladwyn  Jebb  in  the 
Department  for  Postwar  Re¬ 
construction.  with  special  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  .  economic 
matters.  During  the  war  he 
also  travelled  in  the  entourage 
of  the  Foreign  Secrelary,  An¬ 
thony  Eden,  to  several  of  the 
big  three-power  conferences, 
including  those  in  Moscow. 
Cairo  and  Potsdam. 

Newly  appointed  CMG  at 
die  astomshmg/y  early  age  of 
37,  Coulson  was  posted  to 
Paris  in  1946,  then  to  New 
York  as  deputy  head  of  Brit¬ 
ain's  delegation  to  the  UN.  He 
beaded  the  economic  affairs 
department  of  the  Foreign 
Office  from  1952  to  1955,  before 
returning  to  the  United  States 
as  minister  in  the  Embassy  in 
Washington. 

The  Suez  crisis  then  provid¬ 
ed  him  with  one  of  the  hardest 
tests  of  his  career.  Left  in 
charge  at  the  British  Embassy 
in  Washington  during  an  in¬ 
terregnum  between  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  one  Ambassador,  Sir 

oTfds  successor.  Sir  Harold 
Cactia.  Coulson  was  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  White  House  fry 
President  Eisenhower  to  ex¬ 
plain  British  policy  —  which 
was  no  dearer  to  him  than  to 
the  President  There  followed 
equally  difficult  dialogues 
with  the  hostile  American  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  John  Foster 
Dulles.  But  Coulson  acquitted 
himself  well  and  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  KCMG  at  the 
remarkably  early  age  of  48. 

He  returned  to  Britain  as 
assistant  to  the  Paymaster 
General,  Reginald  Maudling, 
charged  with  the  impossible 
task  of  negotiating  a  free  trade 
area  within  Europe,  at  a  time 
when  Whitehall  was  scared 
that  Britain  was  in  danger  of 
being  left  behind  ly  tire  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Common  Market 
Various  options  were  bring 

links  with  the  original  six 
Common  Market  powers,  and 
CQulson  toured  European  cap¬ 
itals  trying  to  sell  them  the 
wider.  British-.,  proposals, 
which  were  eventually  thrown 
out  by  the  French.  In  the  end. 
the  Government  had  to  be 
content  with  an  exclusive 
European  Free  Trade  Associ¬ 


ation,  a  grouping  known  as 
tiie  "outer  seven”,  whose 
founder  members  were  the 
"little  six’*  less  influential 
European  nation  states:  Aus¬ 
tria,  Denmark.  Norway,  Por¬ 
tugal.  Sweden.  Switzerland, 
plus,  of  course,  the  UK.  On 

Coulson’s  career,  however,  the 

creation  of  Efta  was  to  have  a 
decisive  influence. 

In  I960,  after  Maud ling’s 
move  to  be  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  left  the 
Paymaster  General’s  office  for 
Stockholm  as  British  Ambas¬ 
sador,  returning  three  years 
later  as  a  deputy  under-secre¬ 
tary,  in  charge  of  administra¬ 
tion  —  at  a  time  when  the 
Foreign  Office  was  preparing 
for  its  eventual  merger,  in 
1967,  with  the  Commonweal rh 
Relations  Office.  In  1965  he 
was  himself  preparing  to  take 
over  as  Britain's  envoy  in 
Madrid  —  and  had  already 
started  to  learn  Spanish  — 
when  a  plea  came  from  Efta. 

The  organisation  was  in 
sudden  need  of  a  new  Secre¬ 
tary-General,  and  its  Scandi¬ 
navian  member  countries 
were  unanimous  In  calling  for 
Coulson.  As  well  as  having 
been  prominent  in  the  negotia¬ 
tions  which  had  established 
the  free  trade  area,  he  had 
made  a  good  impression  dur¬ 
ing  his  three  years  in  Stock¬ 
holm.  Yielding  to  persuasion, 
he  left  the  Foreign  Office  to 
take  over  the  Efta.  office  in 
Geneva. 

Seven  years  later,  on  the  eve 
of  Britain’s  long-delayed  entry 
into  the  EEC  and  (with  Den¬ 
mark)  departure  from  Efta,  he 
retired.  His  last  assignment  as 
Secretary-General  had  been  to 
seek  assurances  that  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  those  still  in  Efta  would 
be  protected. 

John  Eltringham  Coulson 
was  bom  in  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  the  son  of  a  coal  indus¬ 
try  executive.  He  won  a 
scholarship  to  Rugby,  where 
he  was  head  of  his  house,  and 
another  scholarship  to  Corpus 
Christi,  Cambridge,  where  he 
took  a  double  first  in  classics. 
The  college  made  him  an  hon¬ 
orary  fellow  in  1975.  He  was 
also  a  gifted  linguist,  adding 
Russian.  Swedish  and  Rom¬ 
anian  to  the  French  and  Ger¬ 
man  demanded  by  tiie  Diplo¬ 
matic  Sendee. 

Coulson  was  a  slightly  built 
and  unassuming  man,  whose 
quiet  dry  sense  of  humour 
made  him  popular  with  subor¬ 
dinates.  On  railing  he  accept¬ 
ed  several  directorships,  two 
of  them  with  Swedish  com¬ 
panies,  but  otherwise  busied 
himself  with  voluntary  work. 
He  was  for  seven  years  presi¬ 
dent  of  tiie  Hampshire  branch 
of  the'  Red  Cross.  When  off- 
duty  he  was  happiest  fly¬ 
fishing  for  trout  on  the  Itchen. 

In  1944  he  married  his  wife 
Mavis,  who  had  worked  for 
him  as  a  secretary  at  the 
Foreign  Office.  She  and  their 
two  sons  survive  him. 


THE  KING. 

TEMPERATURE  HIGHER. 

Three  bulletins  sating  tiie  progress  of  the 
King's  Alness  were  issued  from  Buckingham 
Palace  yesterday.  In  two  of  them  sent  out  in 
the  morning  and  afternoon,  his  Majesty 
doctors  wen:  able  to  stale  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  general  condition  reported  on 
Monday  was  maintained. To  set  against  this  a 
slight  increase  of  temperature  as  compared 
wirh  Monday  morning  was  announced,  and  it 
was  primed  out  that  anxiety  about  the  heart 
had  sufl  tube  allayed.  In  the  evening  die  rise 
in  temperature  persisted. 

The  lea  of  die  three  bulletins  was  as 
follows: 

1flJWa.m.  —  The  King  has  passed  a  quieter 
night.  Though  foe  anxiety  concerning  the 
heart  must  continue,  the  improvement  no¬ 
ticed  last  evening  is  so  for  satisfactorily 
maintained  —  Stanley  Hewrtr.  Dawson  of 
Perm 

230pm.  —  Ffis  Majesty  foe  King  a 
quiet  morning.  Though  tiie  temperature  is 

now  KXX2  foe  slight  unprovenvsii  in  .tiie 
general  condition  noted  in  tiie  last  bolktm  is 
maintained  —  Stanley  Hewst,  LE.H. 
Whitby,  E.  Fuquhar  Buzzard,  Humphry 
Roticsfqn.  Dawson  of  Pam 


ON  THIS  DAY 
Decembers,  1928 


The  Kings  diary  on  November  21  recorded  that 
he  “was  eaten  M  that  evening-.  Blood  infection 
ami  toxaemia  nor  diagnosed  and  hhcorutiiioa 
grewwone.  With  improvement  he  Jeff  London  to 
convalesce  at  Mdwick  near  Bogaor.  There  nzs 

inan  than  one  relapse  btfo/r  he  Jitlfyneowed. 

He  died  on  January  20.  i936.  - 

8J0pjn.  —  The  rise  of  temperature  noted  in 
this  afternoon*  report  persists  and  as  a  result 
the  King  is  rather  less  comfortable.  Otherwise 
conditions  remain  unchanged  Stanley 
Hewen,  Dawson  of  Penn  ' 

The  afternoon  consultation  brought  to¬ 
gether  for  the  first  time  aH  the  five-doctors 
who  have  been  called  in  during  foe  course  erf 
tiie  King's  Alness.  It  is  autboriiativdy  stated 
.  that  the  reason  for  the feint  visit  was  dm  it 
■was  considered  desirable  thar  ties  whole  case 
should  be  reviewed  and  that  da  dooms 
should  see  the  King  by.  daylight  Ha  full 
consntoaonisnmtobercgartiedwithaianTL 


It  was  scared  authoritatively  but  night  that 
foe  King  was  fighting  a  swaying  battle.  Hie 
less  oamfortaMe  day  and  die  rise  in  tem¬ 
perature  were  part  of  the  fluctuating  symp¬ 
toms  which  were  to  be  anticipated.  The 
natural  sleep  which  foe  King  obtained  on 
Monday  night  and  early  yesterday  had  done 
much  good,  and  the  King  was  accordingly 
better  and  stronger  last  night  than  he  was  on 
Monday  or  Sunday^  -  - 
Princess  Louise,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of 
foe  Royal  National  Life  Boat  Institution 
-yesterday,  raid  thai  the  latest  indications 
praraed  to  a  “ray  of  sunshine”  in  the  King's 
health.  The  only  point  of  arutiety,  she 
»id,  was with  regard  to  the  strength  of  foe 
hearL 

.  In  the  House  of  Commons  yesterday  the 
Prime  Minister,  in-  reply  to  Mr.  CWs, 
announced  foal  foe  King  was  wefl  enough  in 
the  morning  to  ehabtea  meeting  of  fofcJPrivy 
Council  to  be  held.  His  Majesty  in  Council 
tad^nrotinated  The  Queen.  The  Prince  of 
.  Wales  The  Dukeof  York.  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  The 'Lord  Chancellor,  and  The 
Prime  Minister  to  be  Counsellors  of  State  for 
the  summoning  and  hokfing  of  foe  Privy 
:  Council  and  far  the  transaction  of  other 
matanrand  things  bn  behalf  of  his  Majesty 
The  document  was  signed  by  foe  King... 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  5 199? 


Help  planned  for  beef  ban  farms 

M  An  emergency  package  of  help  for  the  livestock  industry  is 
being  considered  by  the  Government  against  a  background  of 
spreading  protests  by  British  farmers  angry  at  the  impact  of 
cheap  beef  imports  on  their  crisis-tom  industry. 

As  farmers  blockading  British  ports  were  told  that  they  were 
not  above  the  law,  the  Cabinet  decided  to  set  up  a  far-reaching 
inquiry  into  the  origins  and  conduct  of  the  BSE  crisis  as  part  of 
its  efforts  to  restore  confidence  in  British  beef - Pages  1, 4 

Prince  and  the  pauper 

■  The  Prince  of  Wales  dearly  did  not  recognise  the  middle- 
aged  man  sitting  next  to  him.  whom  he  thought  was  about  to 
explain  what  it  is  like  to  make  a  living  by  selling  The  Big  Issue. 
But  self-confessed  alcoholic  Clive  Harold  stunned  the  Prince 
when  he  said:  “We  were  at  school  together” - Pages  1. 3 


World  Cup  draw 

England  are  in  one  of  the  easier 
pools  after  the  199S  World  Cup 
draw.  They  meet  Romania  Tuni¬ 
sia  and  Colombia.  Scotland  hare 
to  play  Brazil,  Morocco  and 
Norway _ Pages  L  54 

Joining  the  queue 

Former  Cabinet  Ministers,  as 
Privy  Counsellors,  are  now 
threatened  with  the  loss  of  their 
traditional,  precedence  in  Com¬ 
mons  debates——- - Page  I 

Prisoners’  rights 

Curbs  on  the  freedom  of  prison¬ 
ers  to  talk  to  journalists  were 
imposed  by  the  Court  of  Appeal 
when  it  rejected  that  they  were  in 
breach  of  free  speech Page  2 

Al  Fayed  accused 

Tiny  Rowland  is  accusing  Moha- 
med  Al  Fayed  of  offering  him 
£10  million  and  a  shirt  shop  to 
level  false  bribery  allegations 
against  Michael  Howard,  the  for¬ 
mer  Home  Secretary - Page  6 

Cost  of  care 

Everyone  may  have  to  pay  to¬ 
wards  the  cost  of  their  nursing 
home  care,  Frank  Dobson,  the 
Health  Secretary,  signalled  as  he 
announced  the  setting  up  of  a 
Royal  Commission - —Page  S 

Opera  resignation 

The  chairman  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House  resigned  a  day  after  the 
publication  of  a  parliamentary 
report  on  Covent  Garden’s 
management - Page  9 


Southern  comfort 

Men  living  in  Cambridge.  Guild¬ 
ford  and  Woking  can  expect  to 
lire  nearly  seven  years  longer 
than  those  in  parts  of  Manchester 
and  Liverpool _ Page  11 

Super-sirs 

Education  action  zones  run  by 
private  companies  and  "‘super- 
heads*’  paid  up  to  £100.000  a  year 
could  be  the  testbeds  for  a  deregu¬ 
lated  state  education  system,  min¬ 
isters  said _ Page  13 

Saving  Pompeii 

British  and  Italian  archaeologists 
welcomed  a  decision  by  Unescoto 
make  Pompeii  a  World  Heritage 
site  as  “the  last  chance  to  rescue  it 
from  disintegration’' _ Page  16 

Wifely  values 

Loma  Wendt  and  her  husband 
Gary  were  both  claiming  victory 
last  night  in  a  divorce  case 
watched  across  America  as  a  test 
of  the  value  of  the  “corporate 
wife” _ Page  17 

Mandela  case 

Relatives  of  Winnie  Madflrizda- 
Mandda"s  alleged  murder  vic¬ 
tims  stormed  out  of  hearings  in 
which  she  denied  any  part  in  the 
disappearance  and  murder  of 
their  sons - - Page  18 

On  the  brink  of  war 

Israel  has  set  up  a  pane!  to  inves¬ 
tigate  an  espionage  scandal  after 
the  disclosure  that  it  nearly  went 
to  war  against  Syria  because  of 
disinformation . . .  .Page  19 


A  step  in  the  wrong  direction 

■  The  British  front  doorstep  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  political 
correctness.  The  constructor* minister.  Nick  Raynsford -will 
announce  changes  to  the  buBcfing  regulations  before  Christ¬ 
mas  that  will  make  level  thresholds  mandatory  on  all  new 
homes  to  ensure  access  for  wheelchairs.  Existing  buildings  will 
not  be  affected - Pages  1, 5 


Stirling  Castle  bathed  in  a  new  flcrodlightrag  system  that  has  cost  £500,000,  indudingdrainatfeli^Unig  effects  inside  the  building 


Euro  money:  The  European  Invest¬ 
ment  Bank  is  set  to  offer  RaOtrack 
£600  million  In  loans  to  help  kick- 
start  the  company's  ambitious  in¬ 
vestment  programme.  The  Rail- 
track  loans  form  part  of  a  package 
totalling  □  billion _ Page  29 

Pensions:  Britain's  biggest  insur¬ 
er.  the  Prudential,  has  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  missed  a  crucial  regula¬ 
tory  deadline  for  dealing  with  its 
most  serious  cases  of  pensions  rais- 

selling - Page  29 

Mortgages:  The  Halifax  delivered 
a  blow  to  its  25  million  borrowers, 
increasing  its  mortgage  rate  from 
8.45  per  cent  to  8.7 _ Page  29 

Markets:  The  FTSE 100  rose  111b  to 
50823.  Sterling  fell  id  104.9,  falling 
from  DM2.9773  to  DM2.9670  and 
$1.6836  to  $1.6762 _ Page  32 


i-i 


Rugby  untoa:  Austin  Healey,  usu¬ 
ally  a  scrum  half,  has  been  chosen 
fay  England  on  the  left  wing  for  the 
match  .against  New  Zealand  at 
Twickenham.  There  are  five  other 
“  52 

Cricket  The  International  Cricket 
Council  is  to  create  a  Test  match 
championship  but  must  deride 
whether  it  will  be  a  single  erent  or  a 

rolling  league  table _ Page  48 

Football:  West  Bromwich  Albion 
refused  to  accept  the  resignation  of 
Ray  Harford,  claiming  that  they 
required  six  months’  notice  of  his 
intention  to  leave _ Page  53 

Tennis:  Greg  Rusedski  withdrew 
from  the  Albert  Hall  doubles  even 
though  he  had  been  practising  in. 
the  morning  and  had  scheduled  a 

54 
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Preview:  From  Jane  Asher  to  Sfe^ 
Davis  redheads  rule  Red 
Day  {BBCL  9am).  Ravine  Mat. 
tbew  Bond  offers  creznsei 
mentary  victims - P*ro5Q,  5^ 


Farmed  out 

To  be  deaf  to  distress  but  weak  cn 
crime  is  hardly  enlightened 
leadership - — -ftgtJS 

More  free  school*  _ 

If  there  were  any  doubt  that  ife 
Government  was  prepared  ta  lake 
on  the  educational  cstahfofoac«. 
the  publication  of  yesterday^* 
School  Standards  BS1  shook} 
to  dispel  it - — - -P*se2 

Toast  to  the  north  ; 

The  Norwegian  Ambassador  last 
might  lit  up  the  magnificent  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  in  Trafalgar  Square,'  fr  a 
ceremony  that  has  become  ooe-af 
the  most  celebrated  and  .popiibr 
symbols  of  friendship  between  M 
countries  — ■ — fag  25 


Final  aria;  After  400  years,  has 
opera  readied  the  end  of  its  natural 
life  as  an  art  form?  Richard  Morri¬ 
son  lodes  beyond  the  crisis  at 
Co  vent  Garden - : Page  38 

Dion’s  day:  The  Canadian  ringer 
Celine  Dion  has  taken  firm  hold  of 
the  baton  banded  tet  her  by  Barbra 
Strrisandand  boy,  is  she  running 
with  it - - - —Page 38 

Highly  Imperfect  Lou  Reed's  voice 
made  the  original  A  Perfect  Dap* 
thing  of  beauty,  says  Caitlin  Moran 
—then  along  came  a  bunch  of  stars 
to  ruin  it . Page  38 

More  gore:  Thomas  Kyd’S  blood¬ 
thirsty  Elizabethan  revenge  play 
The  Spanish  Tragedy  gets  the  RSC 
treatment  at  the  Barbican  with 
Siobhan  Redmond  m_  blaring 
form -  _ - _ _  Page  40 


Styteseekers:  Take  three  girls,  dif¬ 
ferent  budgets  and  lots  of  party 
invitations. -What  dresses  would 

they  choose? - Page  22 

Feecfiog  time:  ITS  Christmas,  and 
thousands  will  be  burrowing  front 
loan  sharks.  Bill  Frost  talks  to 
somebody  who  did - Page  23 


3  ,'  yfr-v  v| 


Hot  sounds:  Hi-fi  products  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  challenge  presort¬ 
ed  by  the  growth  in  mass-market 
mim  systems — . — ....  Pages  36, 37 
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Not  snldytikx  For  schoolchildren, 
living  in  die  country  is  not  as  enjoy¬ 
able  as  it  may  be  for  their  parents. 
Schools  are  starting  to  solve  the 
problems . . . . —  Page  43. 
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working  to  nd 


killer  diseases 


Sky  (Be  Raymond  Snoddy  goes  Id 
Annabel's  to  witness  the  end  of  an 
era:  .the  retirement  of  Sam  Chis¬ 
holm  of  BSkyB  — _ -Page  45 


The  targeting  of  Irish  beefexports 
to  Britain  is  quite,  illegitimate,  in¬ 
deed  illegal,  within  the  weH-estab- 
fished  r  regime  of  the  Common 
A^iailturai  PoScy.  Irish  formers’ 
organisations  are  understandably 
furious  about  the  policing  failures 
which  have  allowed  Welsh  fanners 
to  board  ferry  vessels  to  examine 


MATTHEW  PARRIS 

The  Ub  Dems  realty  do  befiew  fo 
individual  freedom  and  the  Sfafes 
overriding  duty  to  care  for  & 
weak.  So  why  are  they  letting  Lab¬ 
our  off  the  hook? - Pagefe 

KEN  JACKSON 

BlairS  militant  tendency:  beware 

the  Trotskyists  of  the  Labosa- 


Medicine  for  the  excluded: 
ManddsoYS  unit  heralds  a  revolu¬ 
tion  in  government — Page  24 

PETER  RIDDELL 

The  Government  cannot  see  a 
problem  without  settop  up  a  re¬ 
view.  Getting  on  for  a  hundred 
inquiries,  reviews  and  taric  forces 
have  been  created  since  die 
election - L.  Pause  14 


Gfyn  Oeunnan.  radio  drama  pro¬ 
ducer  Sir  John  Coufcon.  diplomat 
William  -  Perrle.  •  .  prison 
governor.  . , .-Phge27 


Beef  ban  and  Irish  imports;  Royal : 
Opera;  lamb  of  Ancona;  Lord 
Chancellor..-— — .Page  25 


1. 8, 36. 39, 47. 49.  Bonus:  37 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,655 


ACROSS 

I  Some  golfers  play  thus  night  and 
day  (5  2SL 

9  Complain  about  tins  Latin  hair¬ 
style  (7J. 

10  Records  vault  I  have  prodnoed 

CO- 

11  Demand  cutback  by  Eastern  state 
(5)- 

12  With  other  people  coming  in. 
continually  improving  (2^.4). 

13  Measure  introduced  by  party  is 
an  evasive  move  (8). 

IS  A  lot  of  pupils  taking  course  (6). 

18  Creature  who’s  mischievous  and 
incredible  sent  round  puzzle  (6). 

19  Disorganized  rag  ended  in  chaos 
W. 

22  Shift  mark  from  former  trian¬ 
gular  part  of  building  (9). 

24  With  triumph,  instal  leader  of 
nation  (5). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,654 


BBQ0H  ansnasBna 
Hasagaaia 
BEnosmaaH  aauaa 
Hnsnnsna 
saBHngrasHSfnninaa 
b  m  n  n  n  n 

SBnHBB  SKS  HD  [31112 

era  h  n  a  a 
rafflomnoann 

m  a  n  0  n  a 
n  a  n  m  s  m  □  a  a  a  a  a  mra  a 
asscaaaiaH 
hheobd  adosaanaci 
EBisraiiaaa 
raoMHUGDaiiB  aniziGjq 
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litwt  Road  ondWMth mr  conditions 
UR  Worthed  Ml  regies  0330  444  910 
UK  ttoaxti  -  JUi  regions  0330  001010 
uons  01M40I  MO 

K2S  and  Link  Road,  0310  401  707 

Nation*  rtocor-ayi  0330  401  740 

Canantnal  bnpl  0330  401  *l« 

ClmnlcnnOi  0130  401  300 

Motoring  03  Haithmw 

3  Cacrndc  arpom  0330  407  SOS 


by  Fax  &i»tM*t 


414  341 
410  343 


DMMMM— dby—— 
VteCoiny  410334  N.  Iraton 
VDUa  410  333  Ink. 
MHUi  410  330 
EatMW  OIO  337  . 

N  Wta  410  330 
N.W  010330 
Scotland  410  340 


World  CByWaathor 


0330  410333 


bf  rox  (Index  pp) 


□  General:  mflder,  wet  and  wnndy 
weather  will  spread  hto  northern 
areas.  England  and  Wales  win  start 
<*y  with  widespread  frost  Patchy 
freezing  tog  win  thin  during  the 
momingwith  bright  or  sunny  intervals 
in  most  parts.  Cloud  wfll  increase  from 
the  North  West,  with  rain  in  the  far 
north  of  England  during  afternoon. 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  wSI  be 
mainly  ctoudy  with  rain  spreading 
southeast  and  becoming  persistent. 

□  London,  E  AngBa,  E&W  Mid¬ 
lands,  Channel  Isles,  N  &  S  Wales, 

and  SE,  SW,  Central  N  &  S,  E  and 
NW  England:  early  frost  Patchy  tog 
thinning.  Dry  with  bright  intervals, 
doud  thickening.  Wind  becoming 
moderate  SW.  Max  7C  (45F). 


:7C  (45 F). 


□  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man,  NE 
England:  mostty  dry  and  doudy  at 
first  Rain  in  places  in  afternoon.  Wind 
becoming  strong  SW.  Max  8C  (4Q=). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  Northern 
Ireland:  rain  spreading  south,  heavy 
at  times.  Wind  strong  SW,  perhaps 

Ble.  Max  9C  (48F). 

Aberdeen,  Central  »gMands, 
Moray  Ftrth,  NE  &  NW  Scotland, 
ArgyB,  Orkney,  Shetland:  rain, 
heavy  at  times.  Wind  strong  or  gale 
SW.  Mild.  Max  IOC  (50F). 

□  Repubflc  of  Ireland:  southern 
areas  dry  with  bright  intervals  at  first 
Rain  spreading  south  into  the  north. 
Wind  strong  SW.  Max  temp  9C  (48F). 
Outlook:  m8d,  unsettled,  some  rain. 


Motoring 

Europe  Country  by  Councry  0334401  SSS 
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25  Rukue  of  domestic  assistant  1 
dismissed  (7). 

26  Anticipate  having  products  of 
mine  indnded  in  payment  (7). 

27  Conner  needing  efficiency,  and 
something  added  ^5). 

DOWN 

1  Child's  garment  brought  in  from 
Persia  (7). 

2  Hare  found  in  unusual  form  not 
previously  encountered  (7-2). 

3  Tube  used  to  carry  a  coin,  once  (5). 

4  Surrender  Hampshire's  leader  to 
Hampshire  town  (4,4). 

5  Designing  vessel  takes  a  year  (6). 

6  Box  in  Scotland's  unmatched 
players  (9). 

7  Liquid  from  well  raised  with  iron 
tool  (5). 

8  Fashion  models,  infrequently  (6). 

14  Youth  —  a  boy  daughter  speaks 

about  (5,4). 

16  Taken  up,  green  sods  get  retard 
«. 

17  Happy  to  attend  dubs,  as  kmg  as 
I  get  admitted  (8). 

18  Quarrd  with  composer  about 
note  (6). 

20  Nureyev.  for  one.  read  Sun 
irregularly  (7). 

21  Foreign  cash  pm  into  plant  (6). 

23  Cfimbing  mountain.  I  had  warm 
cover  over  shoulder  (5) 

24  Enrpneers  splitting  specialised 
railway  carriage  and  tender  (5). 


Times  T^mo  Crossword,  page  56 
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SunitaK 
7.49  am 


9.55  pm 

Rra*  quarter  Docajnbw  7 
London  353  pm  td  7  50  am 
Briatal  am  pm  ki  &00  am 
Edinburgh  3.41  pm  lo  627  an 
Manchester  051  pm  lo  &Q9  am 
PaiuaiKa  421  pm  to  8.06  am 
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73 
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48 
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13 

65 

Oslo 

-1 

30 
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38 
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34 
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TIMES 


®  BUSINESS  EDITOR  Patience  Wheatcroft 


EDUCATION 


Not  always  a  happy 
country  life 
for  schoolchildren 
PAGE  43 

FRIDAY  DECEMBER  5 1997 


SPORT 


England  look  to 
Smithies  for 
World  Cup  lead 
PAGES  48-56 


PAGES 

54,55 
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^  iOHN  GlYENS  ANDJaNETBuSH 

THE  Halifax  bank  yesterday  deliv¬ 
ered  a  preChristmas  bombshell  to 
its  2_5  million  borrowers,  increasing 
its  mortgage  rate  from  8.45  per  cent 
to  8.7  per  cent 

The  bank  said  that  it  was  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  quarter-point  increase  in 
base  rates  last  month.  Its  announce¬ 
ment  coincided  with  news  that  the 
Bank  of  England's  Monetary  Policy 
Committee  had  decided  to  leave 
rates  unchanged  this  month. 


The  Halifax  mortgage,  rate  rise 
will  cost  borrowers  with,  an  average 
£60, (XX)  variable  rate  mortgage 
nearly  •  £12  extra  a  month,  with 
immediate  effect  for  new  borrowers 
and  from  January  1  far  existing  , 
borrowers!  ' 

.  However,  for  one  million  Halifax 
borrowers  who  have  their  mort¬ 
gages  on  an  annual  payment  review 
scheme,  yesterday's  announcement 
will  come  as  a  particularly  .bitter- 
blow.  Many  of  them  will  find'  that  ‘ 
they  will  have  to  pay  almost  il.GOO . 


rate  as  Bank  of  England  marks  time 


extra  in  mortgage  payments  over 
the  course  of  the  year  starting  on 
April  1. 

;  This  latest  Wow  for  homeowners 
coincided  with  more  evidence  tint 
the.  consumer  boom  is  finally  begin¬ 
ning  to  fed  the  impact  ofcrepeated 
rises  in  base  rates  since  the  Section. 
-The  November  distributive  trades' 
survey  from  the  Confederation  of 
British  .  Industry,  published  yester¬ 
day,,  showed  a  considerable  slow¬ 
down  in  the  growth  of  r£taQ  sales 
volumes.  This  gave  hacking  to 


anecdotal  reports  this  week  that 
retailers  have  had  a  very  disap¬ 
pointing  November. 

The  CB1  said  that  48  per  cent  of 
retailers  saw  higher  sales  volumes 
in  November,  with  25  per  cent 
seeing  a  fall.  This  left  a  positive 
balance  of  only  23  per  cent,  well 
down  on  October’s  38  per  cent 

Alastair  Eperon,  chairman  of  the 
survey,  said  that  underlying  growth 
in  sales  is  continuing  to  hold  up  and 
that  retailers  are  cautiously  optimis¬ 
tic  that  consumers  will  spend  more 


freely  in  the  remaining  weeks  to 
Christmas.  However,  he  said  that 
retailers’  optimism  had  been  unjus¬ 
tified  in  seven  of  the  past  12  surveys- 

Halifax's  borrowers  on  annual 
review  schemes  are  facing  a  consid¬ 
erable  shock.  Those  who  had  their 
payments  fixed  at  725  per  cent  last 
January  will  now  see  their  interest 
rate  leap  to  Halifax's  new  standard 
variable  rate  of  8.7  per  cent  on  April 
1,  assuming  no  further  rate  rises  by 
the  end  of  January. 

This  means  that  a  homeowner 


£ 600m  to 


with  a  £60.000  interest-only  mort¬ 
gage  will  see  the  monthlv  payment 
rise  from  £33533  to  £41335. 

To  make  matters  worse,  these 
borrowers  will  also  have  to  absorb 
the  reduction  in  mortgage  tax  relief 
from  15  per  cent  to  10  per  cent  on 

April  6. 

On  the  stock  market,  the  FTSE 
100  index  dosed  in.6  points  higher 
at  5,0823.  buoyed  by  signs  that 
institutions  are  ploughing  cash  into 
UK  shares  before  end-of-th e-year 
portfolio  reviews. 


By  Alasdaxk  Murray 


-THE  European  -Investment* 
Bank  is  set  to  offer  Raihrack 
£600  million  nr  loans  to  help 
to  kick-start  the  company's 
ambitious  investment  plans. . 

The  Railtrack  Toans  form 
part  of  a  El  billion  package 
that  the  EIB.  the  European 
Union's  financing  institution, 
has  negotiated  with  British 
companies. 

Major  financing  has  also 
been  granted  to  Orange,  the 
mobile  phone  company,  to 
improve  its  UK  network,  and’ 
to  the  Manchester  Metro  tram: 
service  to  complete  its  phase' 
two  development. 

The  EIB.  which  is  owned  by  : 


sharing  deal  with  Virgin* 
which  operates  the  route,  to 
help  to  finance  improvements 
ain^  at  aJOrngjouriity  times 
and  improving  reliability.  • 

•  The  EIB  also'  awarded  Or¬ 
ange  about  £240  million  to 
bdp  Jo.  expand  its  mobile 
phone  network  across  the  UK. 
Orange  has  already  an- 
nenmeed  its ^intentiimto^xmd 
£800  noilliori  to  upgrade  its 
network  coverage  in  the  UK, 
mcreasm^  the  number  of  base 
station  sates  iron  2.900  to 
4<X»  by  eariy  1999  and  ra.000 

quality ^f^^etworifL^ 

’  The  company  said  yester- 


Denis  Cassidy,  left,  with  Andrew  Gaiety,  finance  director,  thinks  the  vote  cm  his  future  will  be  dose  because  of  support  from  the  ‘outer  family* 

Liberty  a  house  divided  over  chairman 


the  15  EU  member  states,  has  -  day  it  was  in  .  tite  process  of 
earmarked  up  to  £300  miffian  completing  a  series  of  deals 


.  •  ByPaulDurman 

THE  battle  for  control  of 
Liberty  has  divided  foe  found¬ 
ing  family,  with  many  family 
shareholders  lining  up  with 
the  board  against  Elizabeth 
Stewazt-Liberty,  widow  of  the 
department  store'  company’s 


former  chairman.  Mrs  Stew 
art-liberty,  in  league  with 
Brian  Myerson.  the  South 
African  investor,  is  seeking  to 
remove  Denis  Cassidy  as 
liberty’s  chairman  at  next 
Thursday’s  shareholder  meet¬ 
ing.  Mrs  Stewaxf-Uberty,  Mr 
Myerson  and  other  support¬ 


ers  already  speak  for  47  per 
cent  of  the  company,  but  Mr 
Cassidy  yesterday  said  the 
vote  wfil  be  very  dose  because 
of  the  strong  support  he  has 
from  the  “outer  family".  Mr 
Cassidy  claimed  he  already 
has  indications  of  support 
from  shareholders  represent¬ 


ing  about  34  per  cent  of  the 
company.  This  indudes  prox¬ 
ies  for  about  14  of  the  16  per 
cent  held  by  the  30  or  so 
family  members  wbo  are  not 
part  of  the  concert  party. 

Mr  Myerson  said  yester¬ 
day:  “Shareholders  with  47 
per  cent  have  lost  confidence 


in  Denis  Cassidy.  Barring 
disasters  we  will  win  the  day. 
This  is  all  about  Denis  trying 
to  keep  his  job.  All  this  will  be 
wasted  money  and  wasted 
time."  Liberty  hopes  to  attract 
support  from  the  31  per  cent 
holding  of  institu¬ 
tions.  Commentary,  page  31 


to  support  Raiitrack's  E590 
million  Thameslink  preyed 


'  that  will  raise  its  tending 
facilities  from  £1-2  billion  to 


which  links  commuter  towns  .-=•  U.75bfllkm,indudingtiieEIB 


north  of  London  with  .  foe 
South  Coast  through  Central 
London. 

Railtrack,  which  hopes  for 
final  approval  for  the  project 
after  an  inquiry  next  summer, 
is  aiming  to  expand  the  num¬ 
ber  of  stations  covered  by  the 
network  from  50  to  200  and  to 
treble  carrying  capacity  under 
the  River  Thames. 

A  further  £300  million  is  to 
be  lent  for  Raiitrack’s  £1  bil¬ 
lion  station  upgrade  pro¬ 
gramme.  Manchester  Picca¬ 
dilly  is  likely  to  be  one  of  the 
first  beneficiaries  in  a  £21  mil¬ 
lion  revamp  that  will  indude 
the  installation  of  10.000 
panes  of  glass  in  the  station 
roof,  which  is  70041  long,  as 
well  as  an  overhaul  of  the  plat¬ 
forms,  Gfts  and  other  facilities. 

Sir  Brian  Unwin,  president 
of  the  EIB.  said  discussions 
were  also  continuing  on  supp¬ 
ort  for  Raiitrack's  £2.2  billion 
plan  to  upgrade  the  notorious 
West  Coast  main  line  from 
London  Euston  to  Glasgow. ; 

Railtrack  has  already  sign¬ 
ed  an  innovative  revenue- 


loan.  Iris  aiming  to  expand  its 
presence  abroad  in  addition  to 
the  UK  neiwork  upgrade. 

The' UK  is  a  significant 
recipient  uf  EIB  funds  which 
are  targeted  at  big  infrastnto 
lure  projects  ana  EU  assis¬ 
tance  areas.  Last  year  Britain 
received  about  Z4  billion  ecu 
(£1.6  billion)  out  of  the  BIB’S 
total  lending  of  23  billion  ecu. 
The  EIB  uses  its  strong  credit 
rating  to  offer  cheap  part-  ; 
financing  for  projects.  .  i 

Railtrack  revealed  earlier 
this  year  that  it  was  intending 
to  spend  a  total  of  £16  laOkai' 
■over  the  next  ten  years  on  the 
rail  mfrastrudure:  The  com¬ 
pany  intends  to  overhaul' 
about  2300km-  of  zafi  and 
L200  bridges  while  refitting . 
more  than  2.000  stations. 

.  Thfijampmy- recently  laun¬ 
ched  its  first  bond  issue,  rais¬ 
ing  £300  mUliian.  and  has  said : 
it  intends  to  return  regularly1 
to  the  capital  markets  as  it. 
increases  its-  gearing-  from 
£600  ntijlipn  to  £3  bfllfonu  '  . 

Budding  bridges,  page  33 


Prudential  again  fails  to 
meet  mis-selling  deadline 


By  Caroline  Merreu. 

PRUDENTIAL  Corporation, 
themes  biggest  insurer,  has 
again  missed  a  crucial  regula¬ 
tory  deadline  for  dealing  with 
its  most  serious  cases  of  pen¬ 
sions  mis-selling. - 

Prudential,  whose  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  Sir  Pieter  Davis 
apologised  an  national  tele¬ 
vision  for  its  part  in  the  £4 
billion  pensions  mis-selling 
scandal  only  three  weeks  ago, 
claims  that  the  delays  have 
been  caused  by  victims  not 
returning  important  informa¬ 
tion.  Prudential  has  the  high¬ 
est  number  of  .possible  cases, 
at  72 358. 

The  71358  cases  are  custom¬ 
ers  encouraged  by  toePruden- 
tfal  to  give'  up  occupational 
scheme  benefits  in  favour  of 
taking  out  personal  pensions. 
Nearfy  haif  fall  into  the  “high- 


Davis:  public  apology 

priority"  category.  These  are 
customers  who  are  dead  or 
who  have  retired. 

..  The  Securities  and  Invest¬ 
ments  Board  (SIB),  which 
regulates  the  Prudential,  ini¬ 
tially  gave  the  company  until 
the  end  of  September  to  sort 


out  90  per  cent  of  its  priority 
cases.  After  it  failed  to  meet 
this  deadline,  the  regulator 
gave  the  Prudential  until  the 
end  of  last  month  to  compen¬ 
sate  all  its  priority  cases  —  It 
still  has  2,771  cases  to  go. 

Despite  its  failure,  it  app¬ 
ears  the  Prudential  will  escape 
a  fine,  although  a  spokeswom¬ 
an  from  the  Financial  Services 
Authority  (SFA),  which  now 
regulates  the  Prudential  said 
it  is  considering  what  action  it 
could  take. 

As  a  conciliatory  gesture, 
the  Prudential  has  made  cash 
payments  totalling  £7  million 
to  these  2,771  victims.  The 
Prudential  is  paying  £10.000 
cash  to  the  families  of  victims  j 
that  have  died  and  a  further 
£2300  to  retired  victims. 
These  amounts  will  form  part 
of  the  overall  compensation 
package. 
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GEC  move 

The  restructuring  of  GEC 
went  into  foil  swing  with  the 
announcement  of  the  flotation 
of  GEC  Alsthom  and  a  £300 
million  share  buyback.  GEC 
shares  rose  13>2p  to  403*j  p  in 
response. 

Page  30,  Tempos  32 

Reuters  return 

Reuters,  the  international 
news  and  information  group, 
yesterday  announced  a 
-capital  restructuring  designed 
to  return  £1 3  billion  in  excess 
capital  to  shareholders. 

Page  31 
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TUC  steps  in  to  fight  Centrica  agrees  £365m 
to  keep  pits  open  ‘take-or-pay’  gas  deal 


ByChsustineBixxlev 

I NDUSTSXXI.  CORRESPONDENT  . 

THE  Trades  Union  Congress  is  tin  a' 
collision  course  far  its  first  major 
pubHc  confrontation  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  if  the  threat  of  dosureof  a  forge 
number  erf  coaJ  pits  is  r»r  iift«L  _  : 

John  Monks.  TUC  General  Secre¬ 
tary,  has  pot  to  Tony  Blair  a  set  or- 
emerasicy  plans  to  avert  pit  shut¬ 
downs  which  are  feared  beerute  JUB 
Mining's  current  con  tracts  fen  snort  or 
its  capacity.  The  TUC  has  seconded 
Dave  Feikfwrt.  its  European  officer^to 
advise  the  coal  unions --and  draft 

survival  proposals,  far  tte 

U  closures  go  ahfead  the  TUC  waukf 
take  immediate  arttoa : :,P“E? 
through  amassive  rally  >9  rmlar  to  the 
one  lhat  marked  the  Consq^nres’ . 
closure,  ptogfarflnte-'  Mr  Rtikharc  a 


former  researcher  with  the  National 
Utiian  .  /of  Mineworkers,  said:  “We 
vwt  have  any  choice  but  to  respond".. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Mr  Monks  said: 
“He;is  very  concerned  about  this  and 
has  used-eway  opportunity -to  put  his 

-  .-case  to  ministers."  So  far  the  TUC  has 
embraced  -labour  relations  reforms 
andptedgedto  work  in  partnership 

'  with  business  and  the  GpvernmenL ; . 

Today  Richard  Budge,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  af  RJB/meets  leaders  of  two  of  the 
coal  tmibnacBui  it  is  thought  unlikay 
that. :  he  detail.  closure.  plans. 

.  Instead  it  jsiexpected  that  he  will  try  to 
eyptem  hfe  plans  before-  any  govero- 
mem  intervention..  .  *  .  . 

Earlierthis  weektite  PrimeMinKter 

-  .caltedahaft  to  ihe.toosfrjaiion  of- new, 
gas-fired  power  stations-  Futher  ptea-,. 
sores  to  support  t&e  coal  industry  we- 

tonn^crib^^re^hyilheGoveirtonePt:?  _ 


By  Christine  Buckley 
INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT  ' 

CENTRICA,  the  gas  business  that 
indndes  British  Gas,  yesterday  de* 

1  dared  that  its  expensive  feke-onpay 
obligations  to  buy  high-priced  gas 
were  now  bads  under  control  after 
agreeing  to  pay  Conoco,  Elf  and Total, 
a  total  of  £365million. 

The  deals,  which  could  involve  an 
extra  £75  mfifion  payment  to  Conoco, 
take  toe  total  that  Ceritrica  has  paid  to; 
bring  contracts  back  in  line  with  aver¬ 
age  gas  prices  to  more  than  £750  mill¬ 
ion.  The  group  has  now  renegotiated 
more  than  two  foiids  of  the  probtenat 
te. -deals.  Kenneth  Gardener,  chief 
negotiator  jon  toe  Jakeoppay  issue; . 
said  a  further  four  agreeriwriits  with  oil  : 
companies  were  in  .the  pipetiae.  .:  .  • 

Roy  Gardner,  dudf  executive,  isaidr. 


“I  now  believe  that  unless  we  see  a 
decline  in  market  prices  in  the  UK  and 
toe  Continent  our  inherited  gas 
contract  exposures  have  been  reduced 
toa  manageable  leveL" 

The  latest  deal,  which  follows  a 
ground-breaking  settlement  with  BP 
and  MobO  earlier  this  year,  means 
that  Centrica  has  renegotiated  all  its 
.  contracts  with  Conoco  and  lms  redraft¬ 
ed  the  majority  of  its  contracts  with  Elf 
and  Total.  The  extra  payment  it  may 
make  to  Conoco  covers  additional 
'  volumes  and  wifi  run  until  200&. 

Centrica  was  saddled  with  the  fcake- 
or-pay  problem  when  the  aid  British 
Gas  was  demerged  earlier  tius  year.  In 
'compensation  it  was  given  More- 
cam  be  Bay.  toe  jewel  in  toe  crown  of 
>  British  Gas'S  exploration  arm. 

Centrica  shares  rose  23+p  to  92*zp 
yesterday. 


AtTh-c  ftoyai  B&rik  of  Scgt-ian.d .we- an  approach 
that  differs  fr-o^  -i^thar  banks.  We  rely  on  people. 

f'epgia  Vjhp  £>('-£  pfifeSiGli-itfe  sib  pit  t  tfifi.  iTlJipktt  piul 

dfcVfeitip  iitiipyative  iriegs  to  capita iis«  y.n  ii;s  '. 
fiucutaiiuiif,  rieop.it  who  undei'2'iar.ri  y'oh>  busi«e=s 
anti  can  act  nccyixii.ii'ely-  Jo-  lirsste  a  pdi  in cisni p 
chat  uses  kiinvv|fefieci  tCi  ypUi- 
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GrandMet  calls  time  with  £147m  deck-clearance 


By  Dominic  Walsh 

A  DECK-CLEARING  exercise  ahead 
of  its  £23  billion  merger  with 
Guinness  knocked  £147  million  off 
annual  profits  at  Grand  Metropoll- 
taiu  the  Burger  King  to  Smirnoff 
vodka  group. 

Provisions  relating  to  the  sale  of 
such  businesses  as  die  Inntrepreneur 
Pub  Company,  Burger  King’s  French 
operation  and  Pfllsbuiys  Aunt  Nel¬ 


lie's  Kitchens  restricted  the  company 
to  pre-tax  profits  of  £834  million  in 
the  year  to  September  30.  Exiduding 
exceptional^,  the  figure  was  in  line 
with  analysts’  expectations,  at  £981 
million,  a  L7  per  cent  increase. 

Sterling's  strength  wiped  £72 
million  from  pre-tax  profits,  alrhrmgh 
hedging  of  its  US  exposure  reduced 
die  net  unpact  by  £14  million-  At  level 
exchange  rates  pretax  profits  were  9 
per  cent  ahead.  Turnover  dipped 


from  £8.97  billion  to  £8.17  billion. 
Admitting  to  a  degree  of  nostalgia  as 
he  brought  down  the  curtain  on  the 
company*  43^year  existence.  George 
Bull,  chairman,  said:  “As  it  departs 
the  world.  GrandMet  is  in  good 
shape.  All  the  bits  and  pieces  we 
needed  io  do  have  been  done,  profits 
are  excellent  and  we’re  very  excited." 

IDV.  the  group’s  spirits  division, 
lifted  operating  profits  6  per  cent  in 
local  currency  terms  to  £460  million. 


Ironically,  the  best  performing  of 
its  key  brands  was  Bombay  gin. 
winch  is  expected  to  be  said  to  satisfy 
US  regulators  over  the  merger.  The 
brand  saw  volume  growth  of  28  per 
cent  compared  with  1  per  oent  for 
Smirnoff.  Overall  volumes  were 
“well  ahead  of  the  game*,  up  2  per 
cent,  after  a  6  per  cent  rise  in 
marketing  spend  to  E420  million. 

Filisbury,  the  US  food  business, 
unproved  profits  12  per  cent  to  £457 


million,  while  Burner  King  was  up  8 
per  cent,  at  £170  million. 

John  McGrath,  chief  executive,  said 
die  creation  of  Diageo,  to  be  completed 
in  two  weeks,  would  prompt  rivals  to 
amsider  consolidation.  . 

Earnings  per  share,  excluding 
exceptional*,  rose  0.6  per  cent  to 
31 -2p,  but  as  a  result  of  the  merger 
there  is  no  final  dividend.  Diageo 
shareholders  will  receive  a  125 p 
interim  dividend  in  April 


GEC  starts 
shake-up 
with  £4bn 
flotation 


By  Adam  Jones 


THE  restructuring  of  GEC 
went  into  foil  swing  yesterday 
with  the  announcement  of  the 
flotation  of  GEC  Alsthom  and 
a  £300  million  share  buyback. 

GEC  shares  rose  134  p  to 
4034  p.  banishing  some  of  the 
negative  sentiment  that  fol¬ 
lowed  its  failure  cd  buy  the 
defence  electronics  arm  of  Sie¬ 
mens  and  its  exclusion  from  the 
restructuring  of  Thomson,  the 
French  defence  group. 

The  flotation  of  GEC 
Alsthom,  its  power  engineer¬ 
ing  and  transportation  joint 
venture  with  Alcatel  Alsthom 
of  France,  is  scheduled  for  the 
first  six  months  of  J99S.  Both 
GEC  and  Alcatel  will  sell  26 
per  cent,  retaining  24  per  cent 
each  for  at  least  a  year  after 
flotation. 

Analysts  were  valuing  GEC 
Alsthom.  which  will  be  known 
as  Alsthom  when  it  becomes  a 
listed  French  company,  at  £3.5 
to  £4  billion,  suggesting  that 


Yorkshire 
Electricity 
pair  to  go 

THE  chief  executive  and 
finance  director  of  York¬ 
shire  Electricity  are  to 
leave  the  company  less 
than  a  year  after  it  was 
taken  over  by  American 
Electric  Bower  and  New 
Century  Energies,  a  US 
consortium. 

Malcolm  Chatwin.  chief 
executive,  and  Tony  Cole¬ 
man  are  to  leave  at  die  end 
of  the  year.  Mr  Chatwin. 
whose  last  recorded  salary 
was  £207.000.  and  Mr 
Coleman,  who  was  last 
paid  £140.000,  are  likely  to 
leave  on  substantial  sever¬ 
ance  terms.  Graham  Hall 
group  operations  director, 
will  be  chief  executive. 

Lazard  fined 

Lazard  Freres,  the  US  in¬ 
vestment  bank,  has  agreed 
to  pay  $12  million  (about 
£7.16  million)  in  fines  and 
restitution  to  settle  federal 
charges  that  die  brokerage 
defrauded  investors  on  the 
sale  of  $683  million  in 
municipal  bonds. 

UK  preferred 

The  UK  has  maintained  its 
record  as  the  European 
country  attracting  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  foreign  in¬ 
vestment  projects.  Ernst  ft 
Young's  European  Invest¬ 
ment  Monitor  states. 

Drag  move 

Chirosdcnce  has  submit¬ 
ted  its  application  for 
European  marketing 
approval  of  levobupt- 
vacaine,  the  anaesthetic. 


GEC  may  receive  about  £875 
million  after  tax  from  the  sale. 

George  Simpson.  GEC 
managing  director,  said  GEC 
has  been  in  talks  with  a 
number  of  other  companies 
about  defence  industry  con¬ 
solidation  in  Europe,  includ¬ 
ing  British  Aerospace,  but  he 
said  there  was  no  particular 
proposals  discussed. 

Analysts  said  GEC  contin¬ 
ued  to  dismiss  speculation  of  a 
merger  with  British  Aero¬ 
space.  Mr  Simpson  said  the 
recent  amalgamation  of 
French  defence  interests  was 
not  necessarily  a  precursor  to 
UK  companies  banding 
together. 

The  principle  of  a  share 
buyback  was  authorised  at  the 
annual  meeting -in  September. 
GEC  said  yesterday  that  up  to 
£300  mfllian  of  ordinary 
shares  would  be  bought 
through  SBC  Warburg  Dillon 
Read.  The  board  will  consider 
further  repurchase  program¬ 
mes  if  appropriate. 

Mr  Simpson  announced  a  9 
per  cent  rise  in  underlying 
sales,  excluding  currency  ef¬ 
fects,  in  the  six  months  to 
September  30.  Turnover  rose 
to  £5.1  billion.  Profits  before 
tax  and  exceptional  items  nose . 
from  E421  million  to  £442 
minion.  This  would  have  been 
£24  million  higher  at  constant 
exchange  rates.  The  company 
said  the  high  underlying  rate 
of  growth  may  not  be  sus¬ 
tained  in  the  second  hall 

Operating  profits  at  GEC-  i 
Marconi  rose  24  per  cent  when 
the  effect  of  currency  and  acqui¬ 
sition  was  stripped  out,  driven 
by  volume  increases.  On  the  , 
same  basis,  the  industrial  group 
rose  21  per  cent  and  GEC 
Alsthom  22  per  cent  Operating 
profits  for  GECs  share  of  GPT, 
the  telecommunications  joint 
venture  with  Siemens  of  I 
Germany,  fell  1  per  cent,  how-  ; 
ever,  as  price  alls  wiped  out 
volume  growth. 
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Frank  Sytner,  whose  stake  in  the  motor  dealer  will  be  worth  £16.7  million  afterthe  stock  market  flotation 


FRANK  SYTNER.  chairman  of  Sytner. 
is  raising  around  £4  million  cash  from 
the  flotation  of  the  motor  dealer  and  will 
continue  to  hold  a  stake  of  33  per  cent  of 
the  company,  worth  £16.7  million  at  the 
placing  price  of 230p  a  share.  This  price 


values  the  company  at  £50  million  and  it 
is  floating  on  a  prospective  multiple  of  1 1 
times  1997  earnings. 

Of  the  E23J  million  raised  in  the 
flotation.  £16.9  mflfion  win  go  into  the 
company.  Share  d eatings  are  expected 


from  December  11  Sytner  .represents 
BMW,  Chrysler  Jeep,7  Land,  Rover, 
Mercedes-Behx,  Audi,  Volkswagen, 
Ferrari  Porsche  and  Daihatsu  and  i$  the 
sole  importer  oftbe  BMW  Alpina.  It  is  the 
UK’s  largest  deafer  in  new  and  used  cars. 


GUS  ahead  despite 
fall  in  catalogues 


Deloitte  left  further 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


By  Robert  Bruce 


GREAT  Universal  Stores  has 
admitted  that  it  may  have 
been  overzealous  in  upgrad¬ 
ing  tiie  service  for  its  Kays 
catalogue  after  watching  the 
division's  operating  profit  fell 
7  per  cent  at  the  halfway  stage. 

The  retailer,  which  has  add¬ 
ed  24-hour  call  centres  and 
next-day  courier  service  far  its 
catalogue  orders,  said  the 
extra  investment  may  be 
scaled  bade  from  the  current 
level  —  understood  to  be  more 
than  £300.000  a  week. 

The  catalogue  division, 
whose  titles  indude  Choices. 
Marshall  Ward  and  Disney, 
saw  its  operating  profit  drop 
to  £385  million  (E41.3  million) 
in  the  sue  months  to  Septem¬ 


ber  30,  although  sales  rose  by 
6.5  per  cent  to  £704  million. 
City  analysts  took  heart  from 
the  revenue  increase,  and  the 
shares  rose  25p  to  71  Op. 

The  company  has  also  ag¬ 
reed  to  buy  six  catalogue  titles 
from  the  Burton  Group  for 
£20  mflfion,  induding  Innova¬ 
tions.  Overall  pre-tax  profits 
were  £254  mflfion  (£237  mill¬ 
ion)  for  tiie  half  year.  Earnings 
were  173p  (I5.6p)  a  share. 

Lord  Wolfson.  chairman, 
said  second-half  trading  was 
in  line  with  the  first  six 
months.  The  interim  dividend 
rises  to  6p  (5^>p).  and  is  due  bn 

February  27. _ _ 
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DELOHTE  ft  TOUCHE,  the 
smallest  .  of  the  Big  Six 
accounting  firms  and  one  of 
tiie  two  firms  to  eschew  the 
curroit  round  of  mergers,  has 
released  figures  showing  that 
its  growth  rate  is  not  matching 
the  rest  of  the  top  firms. 

Worldwide  the  firm  reported 
record  revenues  up  14  per  cent 
to  $7.4  billion  (about  £4.4  bil¬ 
lion)  and  in  the  UK  the  growth 
rate  was  10.4  per  cent  with  fees 
up  to  £4424  million.  Ed 
Kan  gas,  die  firm’s  worldwide 
chairman,  said  the  results  “con¬ 
firm  that  we  have  the  momen¬ 
tum  to  remain  successful, 
attract  the  best  ,  people,  and 
thrive  in  todays  marketplace". 

However,  yesterday's  fig- 


ures  suggest  Ddbitte  is  losing 
ground  to  its  bigger  rivals. 
Ernst  &  Young  recently  re¬ 
ported  UK  fee  income  up  15 
per  ‘cent,  while  Andersen 
Worldwide,  the  only  other 
firm  not  to  go  for  a  merger, 
reported  an  increase  in  global 
revenues  of  25  per  cent. 

Dekstte  said  that  consulting 
revenues  grew  .155  per  cent; 
while  the  accounting  practice 
lifted  revenue  9.4  per  cent  But 
the  figures  must  be  a  worry.  If. 
the  mergers  planned  by  Price 
Waterhouse  and  Coopers  ft 
Lybrand  and  by  KPMG  and 
Ernst  &  Young  are  approved, 
Detoitie  would  be  last  and  going  , 
backwards  in  a  market  with  , 
only  four  significant  players.  ! 


European  and  Asian 
orders  light  up  TLG 

A  STRONGER  than  expected  recoyeiy  in  France  and 
Germany  gave  a  timely  first-half  uplift  to  TIG,  the  hgluing 
group  that  had  failed  to  sparkle  since  its  demerger  from  Tnom 
EMI  in  1995.  The  company  also  did  well  in  Asia,  where 
contracts  included  the  £16.1  million  deal  for  runway  systems 
for  Chek  Up  Kok.  Hong  Kong's  new  airport.  Hamish  Bryce, 
chairman,  said  that  die  emergency  lighting  and  airoejd 
lighting  sectors  would  also  underpin  growth  in  the  second  halt. 

In  the  six  months  to  September  30,  TLG  lifted  pre-tax 
profits  to  £10  mflfion,  from  ES3  million.  Eammgs  were  3.4p  a 
share,  up  from  3p  previously.  The  interim  dividend  is 
increased  to  I5p  a  share,  from  L4p  previously.  Interim 
profits  have  exceeded  the  pre-tax  total  of  £8.6  million  reported 
for  the  whole  of  tiie  previous  financial  year,  when  the 
company  incurred  a  035  million  restructuring  charge.  TLG 
shares  were  unchanged  yesterday  at  J06p,  against  a 
demerger  peak  of  181p  m  early  1996. 

Avon  Rubber  confident 

AVON  RUBBER  raised  pre-tax  profits  from  £215  million  to 
E26.4  million  in  the  year  to  September  27  on  sales  by  con¬ 
tinuing  businesses  up  from  E250.1  million  to  £251.9  million- 
Eamings  rose  from  50.6p  to  TO.Sp,  out  of  which  the  dividend 
for  the  year  rises  from  I9.5p  to  2I.15p.  The  company  said  that  it 
was  confident  of  further  progress  notwithstanding  tiie  strength 
of  sterling,  and  that  extra  capacity  provided  by  recent 
investments  would  enable  the  automotive  components  division 
to  meet  increased  demand.  The  shares  rose  9p  to  6324  p. 

Racal  sells  businesses 

RACAL  ELECTRONICS  is  selling  the  bulk  of  its  health  and 
safety  equipment  business  to  3M  for  £43.2  million  in  cash. 
The  businesses,  which  began  with  mining  safety  products  in 
the  1970s;  made  an  operating  profit  of  £400.000  on  turnover 
of  about  £45  mflfion.  They  mainly  produce  respiratory 
protection  equipment  Hie  sale  is  due  to  be  completed  by 
January  30.  The  proceeds  wifi  be  used  to  reduce  Racal’s  net 
debt  and  the  company  is  expecting  an  exceptional  gain  of 
about  £20  million. 

Spear  &  Jackson  sold 

US  INDUSTRIES,  the  American  consumer  products  manu¬ 
facturer  that  was  formerly  part  of  Hanson,  has  acquired 
Spear  ft  Jackson,  the  UK  manufacturer  of  hand  and  garden 
tools,  from  Apax  Partners,  the  venture  capital  company,  for 
£63.75  mflfion.  S&J  suffered  during  the  recession  of  the  early 
1990s  fait  has  made  a  strong  recovery.  Its  hand  tool,  precision 
products  and  industrial  saw  divisions  are  based  in  Sheffield. 
US  Industries  owns  Jacuzzi  bathroom  products,  Ames  garden 
tools,  Erti  toys  and  Rexair  vacuum  cleaners. 

ML  seeks  to  acquire 

ML  HOLDINGS  is  seeking  acquisitions  for  its  core  electronic 
component  distribution  business.  A  £15  million  one-off  gain 
from  selling  its  aerospace  and  marine  division  to  Cobham 
helped  ML  to  lift  pre-tax  profits  to  0.17  million  (£3177  million)  in 
tiie  half  year  to  September  30.  Continuing  businesses  lifted 
operating  profits  to  £4.15  mflfion,  from  £3.15  million.  Adjusted 
eammgs  per  share  were  25p  (i.6p).  The  interim  dividend  is 
05p,  up  25  per  cent  ML  is  to  be  renamed  Sedgemoor. 

FI  buys  IIS  of  India 

H  GROUP,  the  supplier  of  computer  software  services,  is  to 
acquire  US  Info  tech,  an  Indian  computer  software  and 
training  services  company,  for  £22  million,  plus  possible 
further  profit-related  payments  up  to  £2.7  million  over  the 
next  IS  months.  F7  wifi  partly  fund  die  acquisition  via  a  £14.6 
million  rights  issue  at  640p  a  share.  Existing  shares  rose  95p 
to  8324p  yesterday.  FI  estimates  its  first  half  prefax  profits 
at  £43  million,  up  from  £2.8  million. 

Oil  prices  help  Expro 

LOW  oil  prices  have  generated  a  significant  increase  in 
business  for  Expro  International  Group,  the  oilfield  services 
company.  It  said  energy  groups  were  seeking  to  maximise 
production  from  deepwater  reservoirs  and  marginal  Gelds; 
Expro  lifted  prefax  profits  to  £10  mflfion,  from  £8  mflfion.  m 
die  six  months  to  September  30  on  turnover  of  £61.6  million, 
up  from  £49.9  million.  Earnings  rose  to  11.7p  a  share,  from 
95p.  The  interim  dividend  rises  15  per  cent  to  3.05p  a  share. 


Britannia  Life  to  cut  jobs 
with  phasing  out  of  IFAs 


Stakis  poised  to  lavish 
£85m  on  convention  hotel 


-fScO  i'-S.  I 


MORE  than  400 jobs  are  to  go 
tit  Britannia’s  life  insurance 
operation  as  the  building  soci¬ 
ety  withdraws  Cram  selling 

Enandal  advisers  and  concen¬ 
trates  instead  on  branch  distri¬ 
bution.  The  figure  represents 
half  the  current  workforce  at 
the  head  office  in  Glasgow 
and  11  brandies. 

The  move  will  mean  the 
permanent  kiss  of  240  jobs 
and  the  phasing  out  of  & 
further  180  positions.  Britan¬ 
nia  Life,  which  has  around 
750,000  policies  in  force,  wall 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

withdraw  from  the  indepen¬ 
dent  financial  adviser  (I  FA) 
market  for  new  business  with 
effect  from  December  12.  In 
future  life  and  pensions  prod¬ 
ucts  will  be  solely  distributed 
through  its  branch  network. 

John  Heaps,  chief  executive, 
said:  “While  Britannia  Life 
has  been  successful  in  recent 
years  in  growing  in  the  IFA 
market,  we  do  not  believe  that 
we  wi 22  be  aWe  to  compete 
profitably  in  the  long  term.*1 

The  group  is  now  focusing 
an  a  single  distribution  chan¬ 
nel  —  bancassurance.  Britan¬ 


nia  investment  and  fund  man¬ 
agers  in  Glasgow  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  operate  in  the  IFA 
marker  and  are  not  affected  by 
the  restructuring. 

The  move  follows  a  major 
review  of  the  life  business’s 
distribution  strategy,  lasting 
almost  a  year.  The  group  said  it 
win  lead  to  around  160  perma¬ 
nent  job  losses  in  Britannia 
Life*  UK  sales  network.  An 
additional  80  jobs  will  be  lost  ai 
head  office  in  Glasgow  by  the 
sid  of  March  1998,  and  a 
further  ISO  jobs  will  be  phased 
out  by  tiie  end  of  1999. 


STAKIS.  the  hotel  and  casino 
group,  will  next  month  press 
tiie  start-button  for  an  £85 
m  inion  extension  of  Che 
London  .  Metropole  Hotel, 
which  will  take  it  to  L000 
bedrooms  and  triple  its  con¬ 
ference  capacity. 

David  Michels,  diief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  that  the  project 
would  tom  the  Metropole 
into  “the  largest  convention 
hotel  in  Europe  baritone".  Its 
position  would  be  further 
enhanced  by  die  scheduled 
completion  next  year  of  the 
Heathrow  Express  railway 


-  By  Dominic  Walsh 

link  into  the  nearby  Padding¬ 
ton  station. 

The  £327  mflfion  acquisition 
of  Metropole  Hotels  a  year  ago 
helped  Stakis  to  achieve  an  82 
per  centjump  in  profits  before 
tax  and  exceptionals.  to  £55.9 
mflfion,  in  Iteyear  to  Septem¬ 
ber  28  on  turnover  49  per  cent 
better,  at  E307  nriUloa.  Earn¬ 
ings  per  share  readied  6J58p 
(5.44p)  and  a  final  dividend  of 
1.45p,  to  be  paid  on  April  7, 
makes  25p  (2J5p). 

Metropole  boosted  botd  di¬ 
vision  profits  by  per  cent,  to 
£74.9  million,  while  casinos 


dropped  slightly  to  £7^  mil¬ 
lion  after  the  sale  of  the 
Barracuda  in  London.  The 
UvingWdI  health  dub  busi¬ 
ness,  acquired  in  May.  con¬ 
tributed  profits  of  EL6  mflfion. 

Mr  Michels  said  find,  of  the 
eight  three-star  hotels  pul  up 
for  sale  in  May.  five  were  in 
solicitors'  hands  at  a  combined 
safe  price  of  about  £30  million. 
The  other  three  would  proba¬ 
bly  be  kept  and  upgraded  to 
fouretar  standard. 
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Invest  in  the  brilliant  new  HP  Brio  PC  and  ifs  almost 
Like  having  your  own  fully  trained  IT  expert  *on-site.’ 
Without  the  expense  of  hiring  one!  Packed  with  the 
latest  features,  it  helps  you  get  the  most  from  your 
PCs,  printers  and  other  peripherals.  The  BP 
Welcome  Centerhelps  you  start  and  run  your  HP 
■  m  I  ,  Brio  PC,  .whilst  the  HP  Network  Center 


vygj  \  helps  you  share  files,  printers,  CD- 
ROM  drives  and  modems.  Available, 
now  with  15* '  monitor  at  a  great  price. 


To  order  or  for  details  of  your  nearest  0800  597  7400 


HP  Brio  8012  PC 

Pentium  processor  with  MMX 
technology  16G  MHz, 

16  Me  RAM,  2.1  GB  HDD.  256  KB  cache. 
INCLUDES  15  MONITOR 

£769  £904 

EXC  VAT  INC  VAT 

HP  Brio  8034  PC 

Pentium  processor  with  MMX  ' 
technology  200  MHz,  16  MB  RAM. 

2.1  GB  HDD,  256  KB  cache, 

1MB  video,  16  X  CD-ROM  and  MS  Word  '97. 
INCLUDES  15"  MONITOR. 

£999  £1,174 


HP  Office  Centre,  visit  www.hpbrio-online.com  or  call 
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As  fee  stock  market  bounds 
upwards,  spare  a  thought 
for  those  bemused  invest- 
jnem  managers  who  turned 
“ariMnionais,  and  even  years, 
ag°-  Tneir  customers  are  begm- 
ning  to  turn  nasty.  Witness  the 
decision  of  Surrey  County  Coun¬ 
ty*1  seek  new  handlers  for  its 

t/ao  million  pension 
Surrey  chose  to  parcel  out  its 

IStTIPn  nmrmn  tlinu 


Fund  managers  in  a  Surrey  state 


T - -  IKdlUgCia 

would  all  have  claimed  to  be 
adopting  the  value  approach  to 
umd  management,  but  who  have 
conspicuously  failed  to  deliver  it 

tO  this  dipnt 

The  trio  of  Mercury  Asset 
Management,  Gartmore  anri 
PDFM  have,  according  to  the 
disgruntled  cheat,  toiled  to  out¬ 
perform  the  CAPS  median  by  1 
per  cent  over  five  years. 

Both  Gartmore  and  Mercury 
have  acknowledged  that  they 
have  been  misjudging  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  have  tweaked  their 
stance  and  the  way  they  apply  it. 
Ton>  Dye  and  his  colleagues  at 
PDFM  have  remained  resolutely 
convinced  of  the  logic  of  their 
arguments  and  waited  fin’  the 
market  to  collapse  —  spectators 
at  the  party  where  others  have 
been  having  a  high  time. 

Pension  fund  trustees  are  gen¬ 
erally  a  cautious  bunch,  and  they 
tend  to  the  view  that  if  they  put 
their  trust  in  the  giants  of  the 
industry  they  cannot  be  blamed 
for  the  results.  Just  to  double 
bank,  on  this,  they  generally  pay 
a  consultancy  for  reassurance  on 
this  point;  and  if  is  forthcoming 


for  exactly  the  same  safety-first 
reasons.  But  as  the  under-perfop- 
mance  drags  on,  same  trustees 
wfll  begin  to  feel  that  they  have  a 
duty  to  look  elsewhere,  just  as 
Surrey  is  doing. 

Losing  this  Irttle  bit  of  business 
is  not  going  to  concern  Mercury 
overly,  although  ft  may  caira  z 
little  driver  amongst  the  thunder^ 
ers  at  Merrill  Lynch,  which  has 
just  paid  £3  billion  for  the  fund 
manage-.  And  Gartmore’s  par¬ 
ent,  National  Westminster,  will 
not  be  pleased  to  see  business 
drifting  away  after  the  costly 
exodus  it  has  just  had  to  make 
from  the  equities  business. 

But  the  disquiet  must  be 
greatest  at  UBS  Jpe  Swiss  parent 
of  PDFM.  Thebank  has  re¬ 
mained  a  stoically  supportive,  if 
relatively  silent,  backer  of  Mr 
Dye  as  his  determined  pessi¬ 
mism  has  seen  his  dients  lose 
money.  As  the  stock  market 
shrugs  off  even  the  dire  goings- 
on  in  the  Far  East,  that  stoicism 
will  he  coming  tinder  new 
pressure. 

The  strategy  of  seeking  out 
undervalued  stocks  makes  sense 
and,  as  Mr  Dye  knows  only  too 
well,  ft  requires  the  nerve  to  take 
a  long-term  view.  But  clients 
such  as  Surrey  would  contend 
that  five  years  is  a  reasonably 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


That  aim  is  unlikely  to  sff  easily 
with  any  ihtenfian.  she  may  have 
to  r&instate  her  stepsons,  as  the 


[  term  over  which  to  measure 
and  the  PDFM 
has  not  delivered. 

As  CjEC  and  Reuters  decide  to 
shower  cash  upon  their  share¬ 
holders,  sending  their  stock  soar¬ 
ing  in  response,  too  many  of  the 
companies  where  PDFM  spotted 
value  are  looking  distinctly  mis¬ 
erable.  The  tmJy  way  that  Laura 
Ashley,  for  instance,  is  going  to 
provide  value  now  is  for  those 
who  can  pick  up  a  bargainin  foe 
stores. 

Feel  at  liberty  to 
vote  for  Cassidy 

The  struggle  to  save  Denis 
Cassidy'S  job  as  chairman 
of  Liberty  is  beginning  to 
look  more  of  a  dose  call  than 
seemed  passible.  With  the  family 
shareholders  divided,  next 
Thursday's  extraordinary  meet¬ 
ing  shows  encouraging  signs  of 

^hs‘47^r  cent  of  the  votes 


already  tudsed.away,  the  strange 
pairing  of  Elizabeth  Stewart- 
liberty  and  Brian  Myerson  re¬ 
mains  favourite  to  have  its  way 
and  to  force  Mr  Cassidy’s  depar¬ 
ture.  But  it  is  just  about  posable 
to  see  this  contest  as  carefully 
balanced.  After  detailed  scrutiny 
of  its  share  register,  liberty 
reckons  31  per  of  its  shares  is  in 
the  hands  of  institutions. 
Another  16  per  cent  is  owned  by 
the  30  or  so  family  members  who 
do  not  belong  to  1 be  Stewart- 
Liberty  Five:  If  die  institutions 
and  the  outer- tomQy  all  back  the 
board,  the  score  is  47  all  and  Mr 
Cassidy's  tote  lies  with  the  pri¬ 
vate  shareholders  wfan  own  the 
balance  of  6  pa1  cent .  . 

One  must  not  get  carried 
away.  Mr  Cassidy  stall  has  a  long- 
way  to  so  even  on  his  own  daim 
that  he  has  the  declared  support  • 
of  holders  of  34  per  cent  of  the 
company.  Moreover,  that  daim 
is  not  backed  up  by,  hard-' num¬ 
bers:  the  promised  support  from 
institutions  may  weu  toil  to 


materialise.  •*“ 

Yet  on  the  merits  of  file 
arguments,  Mr  Cassidy  deserves 
to  win.  None  of  those  involved 
seem  to  doubt  that  extensive 
redevelopment  is  needed  at  Lib¬ 
erty's  neo-Tudor  stone:  Mr 
Myerson  has  complained  about 
the  £43  millioti  cost  —  a  stagger¬ 
ing  sum,  but  one  wifo. which  he 
had  few  quibbles  a  few  months 
ago.  Mr.  Myerson**  prinapte 
objection  to  Mr  Cassith^seems  to 
beJus  unwfliin^^^^b^ig) 

performers  but  it  ' 

that  at  the  door  cif  . 

The  store's  remhsl^ve^^Kiwn: 
some  signs  of  recovery,  fjjit :  ar 
truth  it  is  still  toaeajjyM^jdg^;.. 
the  success  of  die  dbangesheh^ 
overseen.  .  * 

Why  rai  eaidi'Mrs  {Stewart- 
liberty  is  workmg:- >-vmb: -M*- 
Myerson  remains,  unfethdm- 
able.  Mr  Myerson  his,  had  his . 
money  tied  up  a  longtime  and«a 
doubt  wants  a  :.profiitoWe  'exitL: 


Mr  Cassidy  still  looks  likely  to 

lose  his  job.  But  while  Mr 
Myerson  may  have  the  weight  of 
money  on  his  side.1  Mr  Cassidy 
has  the  force  of  the  arguments. 
Undecided  investors  should  give 
their  chairman  their  backing. 

America’s  new 
Asian  model 

Triumphalist  Western  re¬ 
actions  to  the  crisis  among 
Asia’S  tiger  economies  are 
mcreasingly  bearing  out  the 
conspiracy  theories  ofMalaysia’s 
Mahathir  Mohamad.  In  Ameri¬ 
ca's  geopolitics,  (he  rise  of  Asian 
economies  had  become  a  threat 
to.  Western  ascendancy* rather 
than,'  -a  boost  to;  global  living 
Standards. 

Even.  Asian'  propagandists 
.would,  -however,  be  hard  put  to 
out-do  Mickey  Kantor,  who  was 
Aherka.’s  chief  brintoman  in  the 
last  endless-round  of  bade  talks. 
Spwddngai  Wednesday’s  CBI 
.  dinner,  the  former  US  Cam- 
jrierce  Secretary  said  the  troubles 
•  of  the  tiger  economies  offered  a 
goWen  opportunity  for  the  West 


to  reassert  its  commercial  in¬ 
terests.  Whencountnes  seek  help 
from  the  International  Monetary 
Fbnd,  Europe  and  America 
should  use  die  IMF  as  a  batter¬ 
ing  ram  to  gain  advantage. 

The  agenaa  includes  deregula¬ 
tion,  privatisation,  the  break-tip 
of  conglomerates  plus  “accounta¬ 
bility  and  transpormqT,  which 
embrace  banning  non-tariff  bar¬ 
riers,  opening  banking  to  West¬ 
ern  entry  ana damping  down  on 
business/govemment  links, 
which  breed  corruption. 

Mr  Kantor,  though  out  of 

office,  echoes  views  emanating 

from  the  IMF  to  the  Federal 
Reserve.  America  wily  tolerated 
the  Asian  model,  he  claims, 
because  of  the  Cold  Welt.  In  the 
economic  cold  war,  yesterday’s 
friends  are  targets.  The  next 
trade  round,  he  says,  should  start 
with  Europe  and  North  America 
ganging  up  on  Japan,  then  force 
a  four-way  fix  on  everyone  else. 

One  Lord  a  leaping 

NO  DOUBT  he  took  an  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  persuading,  but 
Lord  Hanson  has  graciously 
agreed  not  to  desert  nis  epon¬ 
ymous  company,  now  a  much- 
reduced  version  of  the  conglom¬ 
erate.  The  £25.000-a-year  salary 
he  will  receive  as  chairman 
emeritus  can  hardly  have  been 
the  deciding  factor  but  the  spritdy 
peer  will  surely  insist  on  earning 
his  pay.  If  the  management  think 
they  are  getting  a  mere  figure¬ 
head,  they  could  be  surprised. 


Reuters  to 
return  £1.5bn 
to  investors 


By  Raymond  S noddy,  media  editor 


REUTERS,  the  International 
-  \  news  and  information  group, 
yesterday  announced  a  capital 
restructuring  designed  to  re¬ 
turn  £1.5  billion  in  excess 
capital  to  shareholders. 

The  move  was  welcomed  in 
the  City  and  Reuters  shares 
rose  30  b  p  to  710p,  a  45  per 
cent  increase  in  value  com¬ 
pared  with  a  25  per  cent  rise 
in  the  stock  market  overall. 

Reuters  made  dear  that  it 
saw  its  existing  markets,  pri¬ 
marily  the  different  segments 
of  the  wholesale  finance  indus¬ 
try  worldwide,  as  being  al¬ 
ready  “sufficiently  broad  and 
demanding”  (tod  that  it  in¬ 
tended  to  maintain  its  present 
focused  approach. 

Rob  Rowley,  finance  direc¬ 
tor,  said  tiie  restructuring, 
under  which  a  new  holding 
company  called  Reuters 
Group  will  acquire  Reuters 
Holdings,  was  in  effect  a  way 
i  of  bringing  forward  the  abofi- 
V  tion  of  ACT  which  would  have 
otherwise  made  such  a  distri¬ 
bution  impractical. 

Mr  Rowley  said:  "Reuters  is 
not  a  mega-acquisition  com¬ 


pany.  It's  about  understand¬ 
ing  technology  and  applying 
it"  The  company  expands 
mainly  through  organic 
growth  and  spends  over  £500 
million  a  year  an  capital 
expenditure  and  research  and 
development 

Under  the  plan,  ordinary 
shareholders  will  receive  13 
shares  in  Reuters  Group  phis 
£13.60  in  cash  for  every  15 
shares  held.  American  deposi¬ 
tory  share  holders  will  receive 
13  new  ADS  plus  the  US  dollar 
equivalent  of  £81.60  in  cash  for 
every  15  ADS  held. 

At  tiie  end  of  June  Reuters 
had  net  cash  of  over  £L12 
billion  in  spite  ' of  spending 
El-27  billion  an  capital  equip¬ 
ment  and  acquisitions  in  the 
three  years  to  the  end  of  1996. 

At  the  end  of  the  exercise 
Reuters  will  have  debt  of 
around  £300  million.  Reuters 
said  shareholder  value  would 
be  enhanced  through  a  reduo 
dan  in  Reuters  cost  of  capital. 

The  restructuring  wfll  in¬ 
volve  a  oneoff  charge  of  about 
E30  million,  which  trill  be 
taken  against  1997  earnings. 


Harvest  hits 
Christian 
Salvesen 

By  Fraser  Nelson 

.  CHRISTIAN  SALVESEN,  the 
/  .'food  processing  and  logistics 
company  that  halved  in  size 
after  demerging  Aggreko 
three  months  ago,  yesterday 
said  that  a  poor  summer  pea 
harvest  has  so  far  cost  it  £4.1 
million. 

The  company,  which  relies 
on  peas  for  70  per  cent  of  food 
profits,  had  to  ship  in  more 
expensive  foreign  greens  when 
the  UK  pea  harvest  fell  45  per 
cent  in  July  and  August. 

Edward  Roderick,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  said  that  even  if  next 
year's  pea  crop  recovers,  the 
pea  business  —  worth  £30 
million  —  is  unlikely  to  recov¬ 
er  folly  until  1999. 

Overall  pre-tax  profits  in  the 
six  months  to  September  30 
rose  to  £47.6  million,  against 
£515  million  for  the  larger 
group  last  time.  Earnings 
LrelQJp.fOjjpjashare. 

An  interim  dividend  of  3-9p, 
Against  the  20-Sp  delivered 
thnwgh  thespeoil  dnndeml 

last  time,  is  due  on  February  Z. 
The  shares  strengthened  9p  to 
103p  yesusday. 


Honorary 
post  for 
Hanson 

By  Adam  Jones 

LORD  HANSON  Is  to  be¬ 
come  chairman  emeritus  at 
the  demerged  conglomerate 
when  he  retires  as  chairman 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  It  is 
seen  in  tiie  City  as  a  "figure¬ 
head’’  rote  (See  Commentary, 
this  page). 

Meanwhile,  tolling  gold 
prices  and  other  woes  at  its 
mining  associates  forced 
Hanson,  which  recently  split 
in  a  four-way  demerger,  to 
write  off  a  further  £9.4  million 
in  its  third  quarter.  A  write¬ 
down  in  assets  at  RGC  the 
Australian  mining  company, 
accounted  for  £4.9  mfllion. 
The  rest  of  the  £9.4  mflUoti 
write-off  was  from  a  toD  in  the 
market  value  of  Goldfields, 
an  Australian  associate. 

The  building  materials  and 
aggregates  company  is  mov¬ 
ing  to  a  December  31  financial 
year-end.  It  repotted  pre-tax 
profits  of  E13L1  mfllion  for  the 
nine  months  to  September  30. 
held  back  by  exceptional 
charges  from  the  mining  in¬ 
terests,  which  totalled  £585 
million. 


Travel  Group  anxiety 
depresses  Reed  shares 


chaRES  to  R**d  Intemation- 
^^armofgedEIsev- 
X-  the  Adgto-Dutch  mfonn- 
‘  and  publishing  group. 

^^jgl25>.p..lo6ISp. 

greyiwaw^d  Travd  Group 
J^oddy  writes), 
jjjgvier  made  dea 

^  because  of 

l^oiSSSdtcutotion  claims 

Reed  Elsevier  m 

Analysts  ex- 
that  the  scale 


of  the  problem  has  not  been 
quantified  and  were  worried 
that  there  could  be  litigation. 

It  did  become  dear  yester¬ 
day  that  the  company  hopes  to 
decide  on  a  purchaser  for  its 
IPC  consumer  magazines  divi¬ 
sion  before  the  end  of  theyear. 
The  deal  could  raise  mare 
than  £800  million  for.  Reed 
Elsevier. 

Indicative  offers  are  expect¬ 
ed  shortly,  and.  if  tiie  sums 
suggested  are  considered  sat¬ 
isfactory.  Reed  Elsevier  plans 
to  move  quickly  to  conclude  a 
transaction  eariy  m  1998. 


'  V.v,_.  ■ 
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My  company's 
doing  weii, 
but  could  it  do 
better? 


My  profits 
are  up. 

but  could  they 
be  higher? 


My  staff 
are  good,  but 
do  they  need 
further  training? 


My  customers 
seem  happy, 
but  what  if  they 
go  elsewhere? 


YOUR  COMPANY  IS 
BUSIER  THAN  IT'S  EVER  BEEN 
SO  WHERE  DO 
YOU  GO  FROM  HERE? 
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MICHAELCIARK 


New  York  {nridday}: 

DOW  Jones _ _ 811 1.53  (+79.82} 


sap  cwnposte 


082.08  Nl21) 


Stock  Market  Writer 
of  the  Year 


Tokyo: 

Nikkei  Average , 


16306.70  (-278.73) 


Dogfight  over  Dalgety 
could  raise  price  to  £lbn 


Hong  Kong: 

Hmg  Seng - 


(1474.04  {+207-39 


Amsterdam: 

AEXInds _ 


918.73  (t9J« 


Sydney: 

AO  - - 


-.  25515  (-4.9) 


Frankfurt 
dax - 


■4 1 39  SO  1*56.91] 


Singapore 
stmts - - 


170023  [*3.94} 


D ALGETY  climbed  Up  to 
2S5p  in  the  growing  belief  that 
it  may  soon  be  carv  ed  up  like  a 
tin  of  its  own  dog  food  by  its 
two  biggest  rivals". 

This"' latest  flurry  of  activity 
was  sparked  by  comments 
from  Peter  Bra  beck.  NesrJe's 
chief  executive,  who  said  the 
Swiss  group  was  planning  to 
expand  aggressively  into  three 
main  areas:  mineral  water,  ice 
cream  and  petfood. 

Nestle  is  already  one  of  the 
biggest  pet  food  suppliers  in 
theworld.  but  a  poor  third  in 
Europe  behind  Dalgety's 
SpiUers.  which  includes  Felix 
and  Winalot.  and  Mars  with 
rts  Whiskas  brand. 

It  is  known  that  Associated 
British  Foods,  ip  firmer  at 
554p.  would  be  interested  in 
Dalgety's  milling  operation 
and  might  also  be  prepared  to 
pick  up  the  rest,  including 
food  ingredients  and  Martin 
Brower  I”  which  supplies  Mc¬ 
Donald's. 

These  two  alone  could  fetch 
£•100  million.  Nestle  would  be 
left  to  take  on  the  petfoods 
side.  A  break-up  bid  could  be 
worth  up  to  350p  a  share, 
valuing  Dalgety  at  more  than 
£1  billion. 

Elsewhere,  it  looked  as  if  the 
traditional  pre-Christmas  ral¬ 
ly  had  arrived  early  as  share 
prices  raced  away,  surging 
back  above  the  5.000  level  to 
close  at  their  best  of  the  day. 

The  FTSE  100  index  dosed 
111.6  higher  at  5.082.5  fuelled 
by  the 'opening  rise  for  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
on  Wall  Street.  Total  turnover 
reached  a  healthy  937  million 
shares.  Dealers  say  that  bids 
among  second-liners  have 
helped  to  drive  up  the  market. 

ft  w as  giveaway  day  for 
many  investors  with  a  total  of 
El .8  billion  being  returned  to 
shareholders  in  both  Reuters, 
up  30‘ip  at  710p,  and  GEC. 
13p  better  ai403'2p. 

It  was  the  second  attempt  to 
return  value  to  shareholders 
for  Reuters,  after  a  previous 
attempt  last  year  was  blocked 
by  Kenneth  Clarice,  the  former 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
GEC  is  floating  off  GEC 
Alsthom  and  returning  £300 
million  by  share  buyback. 

Redritt  &  Column  was  driv¬ 
en  70*  ap  higher  in  a  thin 
market  to  956'ap  as  talk  of  a 
bid  soon  from  cash-rich 
Unilever  was  revived. 

The  overnight  rise  for  the 
Hang  Seng  in  Hong  Kong 
gave  a  fillip  to  HSBC  up  77p 
at  £16.72.  and  Standard  Char¬ 
tered,  39p  to  750p.  The  rest  of 
the  banking  sector  enjoyed  a 
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Stephen  Riley,  of  Denby  Group,  I2lap  higher 


fresh  wave  of  speculative  buy¬ 
ing.  with  NatWcst  22p  higher 
at  925lap  on  persistent  talk  of 
a  bid  for  i'l  ABN  Amro,  the 
Dutch  bank,  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  and  it  is  known  to  have 
had  talks  with  Abbey  Nat¬ 
ional,  up  22p  ar  995p.  Its  name 
has  also  been  linked  with 
Barclays,  up  42p  at  £1530, 
and  the  Prudential,  29p  better 
at  709p. 

Northern  Rock  broke 


GETTING  BLOOD  OUT  OF  A  STONE 
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Making  money  out  of  die 
Government’s  new  individ¬ 
ual  savings  accounts  could 
be  like  trying  to  get  blood 
out  of  stone.  Tint  is  die 
conclusion  of  David  Nisbet 
at  NafWest  Markets  in  a 
report  endded  ISAs  Trick 
or  Treat? 

Nisbet’s  initial  impres¬ 
sion  is  that  the  introduction 
of  these  new  savings 
schemes,  brought  into  re¬ 
place  the  existing  Peps  and 
Tessas,  will  be  bad  news  fur 
the  home  service  com¬ 
panies  such  as  Pearl  Assur¬ 
ance,  Britannic;  2%p  firmer 
at  £10.15,  London  & 
Manchester,  unchanged  at 


500p.  and  Royal  London. 
But  die  effeti  on  the  other 
life  insurers  would  be.  at 
best  neutral.  These  include 
Prudential,  up  29p  at  709p, 
Legal  &  General.  9<xp  bet¬ 
ter  at  521  *2  p.  Norwich 
Union.  25p  stronger  at  393p 
on  takeover  hopes,  and  Sun 
Life,  15p  higher  at  418p» 
•The  less  well-off  savers 
may  turn  to  the  banks  or 
building  societies  to  open 
their  accounts.  They  are 
unlikely  to  turn  to  die  home 
service  companies.  But 
even  those  that  attract  busi¬ 
ness  may  find  it  such  low 
margin  that  they  struggle  to 
make  a  profit"  he  said. 
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through  the  500p  level  for  the 
first  time  since  floating  earlier 
this  year  with  a  rise  of  12p  at 
505p.  There  were  also  gains 
for  Alliance  &  Leicester,  19'ip 
to  752s  2p.  Halifax.  13pto725p, 
Lloyds  TSB,  20p  to  732p, 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland, 
29*2p  to  720p,  and  Woolwich, 
lOp  to  3l2l*p. 

Lehman  Brothers  has  up¬ 
graded  its  recommendation  in 
shares  of  Securicor  from  “neu- 


.tral"'  to  “outperform"  ahead  of 
results  later  this  month.  The 
shares  rose  I2>ap  to  284p. 

A  healthy  increase  in  profits 
last  year  and  encouraging 
comments  about  current  trad¬ 
ing  lifted  Denby  Group,  head¬ 
ed  by  Stephen  Riley,  chief 
executive,  12‘zp  to  155p. 

Ratal  Electronics  firmed 
3‘ap  to  222p  on  news  of  the 
sale  of  its  health  and  safety 
division  for  £43.2  million. 

AEA  Technology,  still  cele¬ 
brating  the  move  by  the  FTSE 
steering  committee  to  create  a 
new  sector  for  investment 
technology  companies,  put  on 
40p  to  4S3p. 

Britax  International 
marked  time  at  127^  after 
Panmil  re  Gordon,  the  compa¬ 
ny's  own  broker,  lifted  its 
profits  forecast. 

Plans  to  increase  brick  pro¬ 
duction  next  year  by  one  third 
lifted  Blackleys  3p  to  52 ‘ap. 

A  government  survey  indi¬ 
cating  signs  of  a  slow-down  in 
construction  orders  took  its 
toll  on  the  sector.  Bellway  fell 
Up  to  332‘2p.  Tllb ary  Doug¬ 
las  2Jap  to  2I3,zp,  Hepworth 
2Jip  to  238p.  Polypipe  3p  to 
2Q3p,  and  Tarmac  2p  to  113p. 

Shares  of  Boustead,  the 
rubber  plantations  group, 
were  requoted  at  20 'zp  and 
closed  at  21p.  They  were 
suspended  in  September  at 
Ifi^p. 

Loudon  Gobs  lost  2p  to 
275p.  despite  suggestions  that 
the  casino  group  will  use 
today's  interim  results  to  give 
an  upbeat  appraisal  of  its 
move  into  Las  Vegas. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  There  was 
an  almost  audible  sigh  erf  relief 
at  tire  derision  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  peg  interest  rates. 
It  meant  that  the  bond  market 
was  able  to  recover  all  of 
Wednesday's  losses,  with  the 
best  gains  seen  at  the  shorter 
end,  resulting  in  a  flattening  of 
the  yield  curve. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  rose  £932 
to  £120' 32  in  moderate  trading 
that  saw  52,000  contracts 
completed. 

In  longs  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2021  finished  £'<  better  at 
£119  *2,  while  at  the  shorter 
end  Treasury  7  per  cent  2002 
sported  a  gain  of  £*»  at 
E101s32. 

D  NEW  YORK:  The  firm 
bond  market  absence  of  rate 
rises  in  Europe  and  a  rebound 
In  South  Korean  and  Hong 
Kong  stocks  bolstered  senti¬ 
ment  traders  said.  By  midday 
the  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  was  79352  prints  higher  at 
8.111.83. 
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French  fudge 


MORE  cash  is  something  GEC  does  not  need, 
yet  it  should  bank  another  £375  million  after 
tax  from  the  flotation  of  GEC  Alsthom.  its 

joint  venture  with  Alcatel  Alsthom  of  France. 
A  share  buyback  of  £300  million  is  a  mere 
bagatelle  in  the  context  of  GEC,  which  will 
need  to  find  a  home  for  the  flotation  proceeds 
if  the  extra  cash  is  not  to  dilute  earnings  by  4 
to  5  per  cent  in  the  I99B-99  financial  year. 

However.  GEC  is  right  to  distance  itself 
from  the  Anglo/French  joint  venture;  heavy 
engineering  is  a  low-profit  cyclical  business 
with  little  connection  to  defence  dectronics. 
But  the  market’s  warm  reception  yesterday 
had  as  much  tndo  with  signs  of  activity  as  any 
real  understanding  of  what  GEC  will  look  like 
in  five  years. 

GEGs  recent  buying  record  is  not  good.  It 
was  blown  out  of  die  water  at  an  embarrass¬ 


ingly  early  stage  in  the  bidding  for  Siemens* 
defence  riectronics  arm.  Investors  week)  jflnt 
a  big  American  defence  deal  to  avoid  GEC 
being  sidelined  in  future  European  restruc¬ 
turing,  but  hand-wringing  over  high  valua¬ 
tions  is  also  slowing  progress  m  toe  USA. 
admits  George  Simpson,  managing  directtB-.  - 
Mr  Simpson  may  have  preferred  a  foil, 
demerger  of  GEC  AJstftom.  But  to  satisfy 
Alcatel’S  desire  for  cash,  it  is  stuck  with  a 
minority  stake  in  a  quexed  French  turbine 
maker.  This  is  an  irritation  wbon  GEC  needs  to- 
bufld  its  position  in  defence  and  industrial 
electronics.  The  float  plan  is  a  fudge,  bin  GEC 
shares  rose  more  than  3  per  cent  yesterday,  an 
indication  of  the  roariteTs  hunger  for  corporate 
activity.  Jr  lories  fairly'  valued  on  a  prospective 
p/e  of  about  16.7  ra  16.8  for  the  year  but  hope  of 
mare  deals  could  boost  die  shares  shear  term. . 
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THE  reason  for  the  Japa¬ 
nese  obsession  with  Burber¬ 
ry  is  mysterious,  but  the 
Asian  country's  continuing 
financial  implosion  bodes  fll 
for  die  retailer.  This  is  unfor¬ 
tunate,  not  just  for  the  short¬ 
term  profit  impact  but 
because  it  will  delay  the 
timing  of  the  flotation  of 
Burbmy. 

GUS  has  made  no  public 
statement  about  a  sale  but 
tbe  logic  of  spinning  off  or 
selling  the  brand  is  compel¬ 
ling.  Yesterday's  figures  re¬ 
veal  that  GUS  is  trans¬ 
forming  itself  into  some¬ 
thing  more  like  a  financial 
and  business  services  group 
than  a  retailer.  The  profit 
contribution  from  treasury 
operations  will  soon,  equal 
home  shopping  in  the  UK, 
and  strong  growth  from 
Expcrian  provides  GUS  with 
every  reason  to  focus  invest¬ 


ment  further  on  information 
services.  Of  course,  GUS  is 
also,  investing  heavily  in 
home  shopping  in  a  bid  to 
generate  more  sales. 

The  strategy  seems  to  be 
working  although  GUS  is 
inevitably  paying  a  price  in 
increased,  bad  debts  and 
higher  fixed  costs.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  a  6  per  cent  rise  in  sales 
from  a  business  that  was 


static  or  derikring  is  a  prom¬ 
ising  turnround.  It  makes 
little  sense  for  GUS  to  own 
Burberry,  a  business  that 
would  attract  a  hefty  premi¬ 
um  from  an  Asian  investor.-; 
but  the  timing  is  not  rights 
The  prmapal  job  faring  its 
new  chid  Rose  Marie  Bra¬ 
vo,  should  be  to  groom  it  for. 
sale-  In  the  meantime,  GUS 
is  well  worth  backing.  . 
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P&O 


THERE  are  two  sound  rea¬ 
sons  to  sell  a  business  today. 
Either  the  offer  on  the  table  is 
too  good  to  refuse  or  file 
outlook  is  too  poor  to  justify 
keeping  it.  In  the  case  of 
Bovis,  the  housebuilder  float¬ 
ed  by  P&O  yesterday,  neither 
reason  seems  applicable. 
Bovis  is  a  fine  housebuilder 
doing  business  in  an  average 
market.  Unfortunately, 
housebuilder  ratings  are 
poor  because  investors  fear 
higher  interest  rates  and  a 
downturn.  There  are  too 
many  quoted  builders  and 
Bovis  has  been  priced  to  go  at 
a  mere.  8.9  times  forecast 
earnings. 

Having  told  the  world 
Bovis  was  to  float,  P&O  was 
reluctant  to  delay  the  sale  but 
it  always  had  the  option  of 
demerger.  Concerns  that 
P&O’s  army  of  small  inves¬ 
tors  would  dump  the  shares 
seem  spurious.  Private  inves¬ 
tors  are  more  cautious  and 
would  probably  have  waited 
for  recovery  or  a  bid  far  the 


business.  Instead,  the  institu¬ 
tions  who  picked  up  the  stock 
for  a  song  will  benefit  when 
the  rating  recovers  in  a  year’s 
time. 

The  reality  is  that  P&O 
wanted  die  cash  to  buy  cruise 
ships  where  die  group  is 
today  earning  impressive  re¬ 
turns.  Orders  for  more  giant 
floating  palaces  are  likely  but 
investors  should  remember 
that  big  ships  take  years  to 
build  and  consumer  confi¬ 
dence  changes  fast  The 
shares  are  not  to  be  chased. 


Stakis 


STAKIS  received  a  pasting 
yesterday  after  revealing  dull 
figures  and  the  treatment 
seems  undeserved.  The  reac¬ 
tion  was  all  the  more  surpris¬ 
ing  given  the  reputation 
David  Michels,  its  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  has  established  since 
he  took  die  helm  erf  the  onoe- 
aifing  Glasgow-based  com¬ 
pany  in  1991. 

The  market's  jitters  are 
probably  because  Stakis  is 
again  in  transition.  Having 


raised  the  hotel  group  from 
the  ashes,  Mr  Michels  has 
been  writing  cheques  —  buy¬ 
ing  Metraple  Hotels  and 
UvingWell  healthriubs.  The 
latest  figures,  though  perfect¬ 
ly  respectable,  do  not  sparkle 
or  even  reflect  die  foil  poten¬ 
tial  that  is  needed  to  justify 
thefullish  prices  paid.  The  re¬ 
turn  on  Metropole.  for  exam¬ 
ple,  is  still  under  10  per  cent 

Also  in  the  dock  are  the  casi¬ 
nos.  now  overhauled  and 
under  new  management  Rises 
in  attendances,  cash  drop  and 
membership  numbers  are  ot- 
cou raging  but  have  yet  to 
reach  the  bottom  line.  There 
are  also  concerns  over  the  d- 
fect  of  a  rising  tax  charge  over 
future  eammgs.  dmugh  again 
aflthisiswelffcnown. 

Current-year  pre-tax  profits 
of  £70  million  and  earnings 
per  share  of  7SSp  would  put 
Stakis  an  a  multiple  of  132 
times.  Not  the  cheapest  in  die 
sector  but  rest  assured  that  Mr 
Michekstifi  deserves  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  doubt. 


Edited  by  Carl  Moktisked 
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Low-key  bank  builds 
bridges  in  markets 


West  must  respond  to  threat  as  emu  approaches 


in  Asia 


The  crisis  in  the 
Far  East  economies 
could  inflict  real 
damage  to  growth 
and  profit  margins" 
all  over  the  world 


Japan  has  announced  what  is 
likely  to  prove  open-ended  public 
protection  for  bank  depositors, 
and  the  London  market  seems  to 
have  concluded  that  this  is  the  end  of  its 
Asian  nightmares.  Japan  can  dean  out 
its  own  Augean  stable  and  London  can 
get  on  with  its  cash-driven  bull  run. 
There  is  no  shadow  here  of  the  other 
Asian,  news  of  the  week:  the  fierce 
austerity  imposed  by  the  IMF  bail-out 
agj  fear  Korea,  and  its  reflection  in  cutbacks 
r  in  two  huge  Korean  projects  in  the  UK. 
This  seems  perverse.  The  truth  is 
that  the  Japanese  banking  crisis,  more 
than  ten  years  in  the  making,  has  never 
posed  much  of  an  external  threat; 
provided  that  it  was  sensibly  tackled. 
But  the  setback  in  the  former  “tiger" 
economies  of  the  Asean  group,  which 
has  roused  few  echoes  on  this. side  of 
die  globe,  must  do  real  damage  to 
growth,  and  to  profit  margins,  all  over 
the  world.  It  has  already  inflicted  a 
probably  fatal  defeat  on  President 
Clinton’s  drive  for  freer  trade,  and 
could  revive  protectionism  in  Europe. 
True,  the  initial  impact  wfll  be  greatest 
in  Japan  (which  must  feel  haunted)  and 
^  in.  the  US  and  Germany:  but  in  a  global 
W  economy,  nobody  is  immune. 

The  Japanese  “crisis”  is  simply  an 
exaggerated  replay  of  that  epic  Ameri¬ 
can  non-event,  the  Savings  and  Loans 
collapse  of  the  1980s  —  “Mad  Finan¬ 
cier,  Parr  II”  perhaps.  Both  are  sagas  of 
unsound  lending  financed  with  whole¬ 
sale  money.  In  both  cases,  the  authori¬ 
ties  were  fully  aware  of  the  trouble  at 
an  early  stage,  but  in  both  decided  to 
settle  for  a  sharp  lecture;  and  the  hope 
that  ill-managed  institutions,  could 
contrive  their  own  salvation. 

And  the  result  was  the  same  in  both 
countries.  The  wounded  banks  were 
driven  to  ever  higher  risks  in  their 
search  for  profit  so  what  had  started  as 
a  crisis  grew’  into  a  catastrophe.  And  in 
the  end.  when  bankers  started  going  to 
prison  and  the  truth  could  no  longer  be 
masked;  the  governments  have  round 
rhe  same  answer:  a  bail-oat.  The  cost 
will  be  a  large  increase  in  the  national 
debt;  but  better  that  than  to  allow 
millions  of  savers  watch  their  assets 
^  anish  into  a  blade  hole. 

“  This  appears  id  be  a  catastrophe 
without  victims,  apart  from  the  guflty 
managers  and  their  shareholders. 
There  is  some  budgetary  constrains 
the  interest  on  the  baii-out  funds  (some 
$200  billion  —  £120  mi  Dion  —  in  the 
US,  a  larger  but  still  unmeasured  sum 
in  Japan)  is  a  permanent  addition  to 
public  spending.  But  the  “printing"  of 
so  much  money  hasTiad  no  impact  on 
activity,  or  even  on  inflation:-!!  simply., 
ensured  that  savers  still  owned  the 
funds  they  thought  they  heM  in  the  first 
place.  Not  even  the  cnristractian  indus¬ 
try  was  much  affected:  the  banks  took 
over  the  lead  role  in  housing  finance. 
The  world  was  right  to  shrug  off  the 
S<SL  crisis,  and  will  be  right  to  ignore 
4i Japan. 

~  At  first  sight,  the  "tigers"  have 
caught  exactly  the  same  disease  un¬ 
wise  lending  by  ill-supervised  banks. 
In  fact,  however,  the  similarity  is  only 
skin-deep.  The  differences,  which  are 
vital,  are  shown  up  under  those 
normally  dry  book-keeper’s  headings. 


Michel  Camdessus,  left  of  the  IMF.  and  South  Korea's  lim  Chang  Yuel  sign  a  $55  billion  rescue  deal 


“sources  and  uses  erf  funds".  The  S&Ls 
in  the  US  and  the  Japanese  banks 
borrowed  at  home  so  their  liabilities 
(and  their  problems)  were  domestic 
The  tiger  banks  borrowed  heavily  in 
Tokyo  and  New  York,  so  their  prob¬ 
lems  are  international.  Equally,  the 
lending  in  the  US  .  and  Japan  went 
mainly  to  fund  financial  asset  bubbles, 
or  excessive  speculative  building.  Bad 
luck  for  domestic  investors. 

Stock  markets  have  also  collapsed  in 
the  tiger-economies  and  there  is.  too.  a 
large  legacy  of  empty  skyscrapers  — 
domestic  woes  Jar  the  most  part  But  a 
great  deal  also  went  to  ill-judged 
industrial  expansion,'  above  all  in 
electronics,  but  across  a  wide  range  of 
other  industries  intended  to  serve  a 
booming  Asian  market  that  is  ' no 
longer  booraing. 

In  short,  the  tiger  economies  are 


sure,  nepotism  and  outright  bribes. 
This  would  have  been  enough  to 
guarantee  disaster,  but  it  took  a  regime 
of  pegged  exchange  rates  to  make  it 
international  (note  that  Singapore, 
which  has  proved  relatively  immune, 
floated  its  exchange  when  imported 
financial  inflation  first  threatened). 

With  exchange  rates  apparently 
immovably  fixed  to  the  dollar,  or  to  the 
yen.  ft  has  seemed  prudent  and  risk¬ 
free  to  borrow  in  New  York  or  Tokyo, 
where  interest  rates  were  lower  (much 
lower  in  the  case  of  the  yen)  than  those 
charged  domestically.  As  a  result,  the 
tiger,  banks  have  found  that  as  their 
loans  began  to  turn  bad,  they  were 
facing  large  short-tom  foreign  liabil¬ 
ities.  The  major  cause  of  the  devalua¬ 
tions  of  the  tiger  currencies  was  not.  as 
Datuk  Seri  Dr  Maharir  Mohamad, 
Prime  Minister  of  Malaysia,  has 


*Asean  group 
South  Korea 
China 
Total 


1982  1986 

$34.8  $48J 

$21.3  $30.7 

$61.6  $813 
$117.7  $160.1 


*  Indonesia,  Malaysia.  Thailand.  Philippines.  Singapore 


1990  1994  1996 

$101.1  $174.2  $2143 

$843  $163  $178.4 

$33  $189.9  $304 

$1883  $527.1  $6973 


suffering  ah  old-fashioned  boom-and- 
bust  with  international  complications. 
The  important  legacy  is  one  of  surplus 
capacity,  now  rendered  newly  competi¬ 
tive  by  the  devaluations  that  have 
resulted  from  the  crisis.  These  plants, 
hungry  for  sales,  are  now  a  major 
threat  to  growth  and  to  profit  margins 
in  the  West  —  competition  that  could 
provoke  a  protectionist  backlash. 

It  is  worth  sketching  the  history  of 
the  dangerous  misjudgments  that  have 
caused  the  crisis.  Weak  bank  Supervi¬ 
sion  is  an  important  element  in  all  the 
Asian  crises:  alL  including  Japan  (but 
excluding  Singpore  and  Hong  Kong) 
are  industrial  geniuses,  but  financial 
innocents.  They  have  followed  fashion, 
a  normal  Asian  characteristic,  which 
unfortunately  leads  to  financial  insta¬ 
bility;  and  they  have  relied  on  official 
supervisors  who  are  also  prey  to 
fashion,  not  to  mention  political  pres- 


claimed,  the  machinations  of  New 
York  hedge  funds.  It  was  the  desperate 
efforts  of  their  own  banks  to  hedge 
their  foreign  currency  liabilities.  Those 
who  moved  fastest  have  lost  least 
Now  for  the  economic  fallout  The 
sheer  scale  of  die  Asian  investment 
boom  of  die  last  decade  can  be  seen  in 
the  table:  Asean  and  Chinese  invest¬ 
ment  grew  nearly  fivefold  in  the  decade 
to  19%.  Korean  spending  nearly  six¬ 
fold,  while  spending  in  the  old  industri- 
.  al  world  barely  doubled.  In  the  present 
crisis  of  financial  panic  and  industrial 
overcapacity,  investment  spending 
could  easily  fall  back  to  1986  levels 
(when  China  faced  a  crisis  in  1990 
investment  fell  by  some  94  per  cent). 
This  alone  could  impose  a  deflationary 
shock  of  more  than  $500  billion  (£300 
million)  on  the  world  economy.  The 
biggest  shock  would  be  in  the  most 
successful  exporters  of  capital  equip¬ 


ment  —  Japan  (which  shipped  some 
$95  billion  in  19S6),  the  US  and 
Germany. 

Small  wonder  that  official  forecasts 
for  world  growth  have  already  been 
revised  down  by  about  03  per  cent;  on 
past  experience  of  shocks,  this  first 
estimate  is  much  too  optimistic  Some 
US  pundits  are  already  comparing  the 
current  crisis  with  the  great  deflation  of 
the  last  third  of  the  19th  century,  when 
new  competition  from  the  US  interior. 
Australia  and  South  America  drove 
commodity  prices  down  40  per  cent 
over  30  years,  and  caused  worldwide 
deflation  and  near-stagnation. 

But  that,  according  to  the  evidence  of 
David  Hale  of  Zurich  Insurance  to  the 
US  House  Banking  Committee  last 
month,  is  too  gloomy.  A  century  ago  we 
were  on  the  gold  standard,  and  money 
supply  could  nor  grow  in  step  with 
output;  now.  with  paper  money,  we  can 
reflate  (however  it  may.  as  we  have  just 
seen  in  Japan,  take  a  major  crisis  to 
remind  central  bankers  of  the  inflation¬ 
ary  duties). 

It  is  the  threat  to  profit  margins  that 
is  probably  the  more  insidious.  Compe¬ 
tition  from  the  tigers  made  good 
headlines,  but  n  remained  a  minor 
cloud  as  long  as  their  currencies  were 
strong,  and  Asian  demand  was  expect¬ 
ed  to  absorb  their  output  Now. 
though,  it  looks  a  major  threat  to  the 
West  not  just  In  electronics  and  cars, 
but  in  footwear,  steel,  petrochemicals 
and  textiles.  When  this  provokes  a  new 
wave  of  plant  closures  and  downsizing, 
the  politicians  (unlike  the  central 
bankers)  will  be  under  pressure  to  do 
just  the  wrong  thing:  trade  protection. 
President  Clinton’s  defeat  over  fast- 
track  trade  authority  could  be  a  small 
first  step:  the  reminder  here  is  not  19th 
century  stagnation,  but  the  role  of  the 
Smoot-Hawley  Act  (US  trade  protec¬ 
tion)  in  the  great  inter-war  slump. 

Another  exaggerated  nightmare?  j 
Very  probably  —  though  a  major  | 
devaluation  by  China,  already  much 
discussed,  would  certainly  make  things 
worse.  But  even  on  its  own,  the  tiger 
crisis  remains  a  real  one.  The  threat  to 
world  growth  (and  still  more,  in  a  stock 
market  context,  to  profit  margins)  is 
surely  real  enough  to  justify  some 
reaction  in  Western  stock  markets.  So 
far  there  has  been  virtually  none. 


Pilot  error 


THEY  are  meeting  today  to. 
consider  the  succession  at 
Airbus  Industrie,  which  must 
under  its  own  rules  lose  Jean 
Pierson  as  managing  director 
from  next  March.  The  MD  at 
Airbus  has  always  been 
French,  the  chairman  Ger¬ 
man  -  dom  ask  why,  but  a 

Brit  never  gets  a  Iook-m. 

Bur  I  hear  there  has  been  a 
•problem.  Pierson 

to  be  replaced  by  Noel 
Foreerd.  head  of  Lagardere, 
the"  French  defence  prop, 

excepnhaiForgerdisdo^to 

Jacoucs  Chirac,  the  French 
President-  And  Chirac,  has 
fallen  out  with  Lionel  Jospin* 


rSTv 


the  Prime  Minister,  over  the 
former’s  habit  of  waving 

■  through  such  appointments  to 
his  chums.  There  are  a  couple 
of  other  Frenchmen  in  the 
frame  but  not  much  fancied. 
But  one  solution  is  being 
mooted.  They  could  give  die 
chairmanship  to  Pierson.  and 

.  the  managing  directorship  to 
a  German. 

□  KELVIN  MACKENZIE, 
celebrated  former  editor  of 
The  Sun,  once  famously  sack¬ 
ed  his  astrology  columnist 
with  a  memo  that  started  “As 
you  mil  already  know  ..." 
Surely  some  similar  presenti¬ 
ment  of  doom  should  have 

■  tipped  off  Philippa  Sage,  of 
Pewsey,:  Wiltshire,  banned 
from  trading  for  sewn  years 
after  a  Bristol  industrial  tri¬ 
bunal  heard  that  staff  at  her 

'  employment  agency  had  re¬ 
peatedly  not  been  paid.  It  sup¬ 
plied  clairvoyants,  palm  read¬ 
ers  and  other  entertainers. 


TIMES 
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Scholey.  a  member  of  the 
Court  of  die  Bank,  and  the 
venue  die  Court  Room.  The 

E list  was  a  Who’s  Who  of 
ng  and  politics  over  the 
past  two  decades.  Sir  Samuel 
Britton.  Lord  and  Lady  Calla¬ 
ghan.  Mr  and  Mrs  Eddie 
George,  Sir  Edward  Heath 
and  Lord  and  Lady  Howe. 
Even  Jacques  de  Larosiere, 
paying  a  welcome  visit  to  These 
shores,  and  Helmut  Schmidt. 


(tfirat  Bank  Roll  Teed  off 

-V  '  ^  i^,  -j, “a  mnn  walk  re 
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A  GUTTERING  gaftering  at 
the  Bank  on  Wednesday  night 
for  die  90th  birthday  celebra¬ 
tions  for  Lord  Roll  of  Ipsden. 
chairman  of  SG  Warburg 
from- 1974  to  1983,  who  still 
turns  up  at  tire  office  of  SBC 
Warburg  Dillon  Read  most 
days.  The  host  was  Sir  David 


“A  GOOD  walk  ruined"  was 
Dr  Johnson’s  apt  dismissal  of 
golf.  But  die  sport  has  a  great 
appeal  for  accountants,  bang, 
I  suppose,  almost  as  dull  as 
they  are.  so  a  couple  of  maga¬ 
zines  have  launched  an  annu¬ 
al  tournament  for  the  pro¬ 
fession.  All  you  need  are  a 


recognised  handicap  and 
“preferably"  membership  of  a 
golf  club.  Plus  minimal  per¬ 
sonal  skills,  of  course.  The  Ac¬ 
countancy  Age  Masters  1998 
“promises  to  be  one  of  the 
most  prestigious  golfing 
events  in  the  accountancy  cal¬ 
endar”.  And  almost  as  exciting 
as  the  annual  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  din¬ 
ner.  1  am  not  sure  I  can  con¬ 
tain  my  excitement. 


□  /  AM  gently  tak&j&jask 
by  Jonathan  Haslaffk  debtor 
of  corporate  ajfaitf'pdLhhe 
London  Metal  ExmaMtftom 
next  Monday,  ovet^^^mgey.- 
tion  yesterday  thafL$¥Wght 
arrive  friendless  orq/gflME 
from  Whitehall.  A  colleague 
turned  up  from  the  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  with  a  giant  yucca  plant 
in  taw.  He  is  making  the  same 
trip  accompanied  by  two 
prints  by  Howard  Hodgkin 
which  adorned  his  wall  al  the 
Education  Department. 
Hodgkin  is  an  avante  garde 
artist  of  the  old  school,  which 
means  he  was  terribly  chal¬ 
lenging  before  they  started 
pickling  sharks.  ■ 

One  is  a  sunset ,  all  “vibrant 
reds  and  yellows,''  the  other 
an  afternoon  scene  in  Moroc¬ 
co,  and  both  are  rolled  up 
chez  Haslam,  awaiting  the 
framer.  Very  nice,  but  could 
they  not  stay  there?  Alas,  Mrs 
Haslam  will  not  have  them  in 
the  house.  Says  Haslam :  "Irs 
not  her  style  of  art  —  she’s 
rather  more  traditiongUst.n 


Thorny  issue 

DAVID  MICHELS,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Scottish  hotel  group 
Slakis,  does  not  normally 
dodge  a  question.  But  asked 
yesterday  whether  he  might  be 
interested  in  buying  Thistle 
Hotels,  he  came  up  with  some 
corporate  verbiage  about  look¬ 
ing  at  everything  in  pursuit  of 

shareholder  value.  Sure.  A 
more  telling  admission,  per¬ 
haps,  from  Neil  Chisman, 
Slakis  finance  director.  “There 
was  something  in  the  Scottish 
press  about  it  earlier  this 
week,  but  most  of  our  employ¬ 
ees  thought  they  were  talking 
about  P&rtick  Thistle." 

Martin  Waller 


The  European  Invest¬ 
ment  Bank,  does  not 
deal  in  small  change. 
The  financing  arm  of  die 
European  Union  has  just 
agreed  loans  totalling  El  bil¬ 
lion  for  a  series  of  UK  infra¬ 
structure  projects.  including 
£600  million  alone  for  Rail- 
track.  Total  loans  to  the  UK 
this  year  are  expected  to 
amount  to  about  23  billion  ecu 
(£137  billion)  out  of  an  annual 
loan  budget  of  23  billion  ecu. 

The  EIB  uses  its  easi-iron 
AAA  credit  rating  to  raise  this 
money  itself  on  foe  European 
capital  markets,  ensuring  that 
the  organisation  is  classtxi  as 
the  largest  non-sovereign  bor¬ 
rower  in  the  world.  . 

The  EFB  has  had  a  hand  in 
just  about  every  big  infrastruc¬ 
ture  project  in  foe  UK  over  the 
past  decade  from  Canary 
Wharf  to  the  Channel  Tunnel 
via  foe  Skye  toll  bridge  and  foe 
latest  Severn  bridge.  Yet  for  all 
its  financial  clout  foe  EIB. 
which  is  owned  by  foe  15  EU 
member  countries,  has  cut  a 
surprisingly  low  profile.  Sir 
Brian  Unwin,  the  baak's  Brit¬ 
ish  president,  has  been  content 
to  leave  foe  ofren  less  than 
flattering  headlines  to  other 
EU-backed  organisations  such 
as  foe  European  Bank  fur 
Reconstruction  and  Dev¬ 
elopment. 

This  backroom  role,  how¬ 
ever.  looks  set  to  be  cast  aside 
in  foe  final  run-up  to  monetary 
union.  The  European  Union 
has  charged  the  Bank,  which 
was  established  to  encourage 
even  development  across  foe 
Common  Market,  with  pro¬ 
moting  the  single  currency. 

The  bank  created  a  wave  of 
market  interest  this  year  when 
it  became  foe  first  institution 
to  issue  a  euro-based  bond. 
However,  it  is  foe  EIB’s  en¬ 
hanced  role  in  pursuing  job 
creation  policies  that  is  most 
likely  to  force  it  our  of  the  sha¬ 
dows.  No  longer  chiefly  rest¬ 
ricted  to  funding  infrastruct¬ 
ure  projects,  the  Bank  h as 
been  given  a  mandate  to  invest 
in  areas  as  diverse  as  health 
and  high-tech  start-ups. 

The  genesis  of  this  transfor¬ 
mation  can  be  traced  to  the 
Amsterdam  EU  summit  in 
June.  A  Franco-German  split 
over  job  creation  threatened  to 
scupper  the  European  Mone¬ 
tary  Union  stability  pact  —  a 
German-inspired  plan  de¬ 
signed  to  set  tough  fiscal 
controls  on  EMU  member 
governments.  It  required  the 
personal  intervention  of  Sir 
Brian,  with  a  plan  for  foe  EIB 
to  develop  specific  employ¬ 
ment-generating  projects,  to 
help  to  smooth  over  some  of 
the  political  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries 
The  EIB  reported  back  to 
the  EU  Council  of  Ministers  at 
the  Luxembourg  summit  last 
month,  outlining  a  series  of 


Alasdair 
Murray  on 
the  job 
scheme  that 
may  raise  the 
EIB’s  profile 

schemes  that  will  target  the 
regions  most  likely  to  suffer 
from  the  structural’dislocarion 
that  EMU  is  expected  to  cause. 
The  package  will  rake  the  EIB 
into  virgin  territory.  It  is 
committing  1.3  billion  ecu  to 
health,  education  and  urban 
environment  projects,  which 
the  EIB  believe  are  both  vital 
to  improving  local  infrastruc¬ 
ture  and  are  employment- 
intensive. 

The  EIB  has  further  ear¬ 
marked  a  billion  ecu  to  invest 
in  high-tech  start-ups.  About 
115.  million  ecu  has  already 
been  dedicated  to  the  bank’s 
first  foray  into  the  risky  arena 
of  venture  capital  through  a 
dedicated  fund.  But  die  EIB. 
which  is  restricted  from  invest¬ 
ing  directly  in  equity,  will 
maintain  an  arms-length  ap¬ 
proach  towards  the  futtd  using 
its  sister  organisation,  foe 
European  Investment  Fund,  to 
administer  the  money.  Sir 
Brian  estimates  this  "initial 
funding  can  be  leveraged  to 
about  800  million  ecu.  provid¬ 
ing  much-needed  capital  in 
many  European  countries  that 
are  currently  starved  of  ven¬ 
ture  fund  backing. 

The  remaining  money  will 
be  distributed  through  a  range 
of  other  outlets  and  the  ElB'is 
especially  keen  to  tap  into  UK 
expertise.  The  EIB  has  already- 
held  talks  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Trade  and  Industry 
and  venture  capital  funds  but 
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believes  foat  the  clearing 
banks  are  probably  the  best 
channel  for  this  financing. 

The  jobs  programme  has  an 
initial  three-year  rerm,  though 
it  is  likely  to  be  rolled  over  For 
at  least  another  lerm  when  it 
expires  at  the  end  of  2000.  Sir 
Brian,  however,  is  acutely 
aware  that  foe  EIB  can  only 
scratch  the  surface  of  Europe’s 
unemployment  problem. 

“We  can’t  solve  the  unem¬ 
ployment  problem,  bur  we  are 
making  a  visible  and  tangible 
contribution  foa,  is  extremely 
important  in  political  terms.” 
he  says. 

“it  is  pan  of  a  wider  stmt  gy 
for  solving  the  problem,  al¬ 
though  the  ultimate  onus  re¬ 
mains  on  member  states  to 
work  on  rheir  macroeconomic 
and  structural  policies.” 

Job  creation  is,  however, 
only  one  area  in  which  the  EIB 
expects  to  support  EMU.  Its 
size  means  that  it  is  a  huge  and 
credible  player  in  the  capital 
markets.  The  bank  believes 
that  by  beginning  to  issue 
some  of  its  bonds  in  euros  it 
can  set  the  benchmark  for 
future  euro  issues  as  well  as 
establishing  a  market  in  the 
bonds. 

“We  want  to  boost  confi¬ 
dence  in  monetary  union  and 
ensure  there  is  a  pool  of  euros 
in  the  market  from  the  start." 
Sir  Brian  explains.  The  EIB’s 
first  issue  earlier  this  year 
enjoyed  such  strong  support 
that  the  bank  increased  its  size 
from  a  billion  ecu  to  1.3  billion 
ecu  to  meet  demand. 


A  series  of  "tributary-  is¬ 
sues  in  individual  cur¬ 
rencies  has  also  been 
made  by  the  bank.  These  will 
be  converted  into  euros  once 
EMU  is  up  and  running. 
Sterling  is  to  date  the  only 
notable  absence,  although  Sir 
Brian  makes  dear  that  this  is 
due  to  technical  problems 
caused  by  the  relatively  high 
level  of  UK  interest  rates, 
rather  than  doubts  over  Brit¬ 
ain's  membership  of  a  single 
currency. 

Indeed  rhe  EIB  emphasises' 
that  the  UK's  position  on 
EMU  is  unlikely  to  be  a  threat 
to  its  relationship  with  either 
foe  City  or  the  Government. 
Sir  Brian  believes  the  jobs 
package  has  the  strong  sup¬ 
port  of  Gordon  Brown,  who  is 
still  keen  on  persuading  foe 
rest  of  Europe  of  the  virtues  of 
Britain's  labour  market  poli¬ 
cies.  The  EIB  will  also  contin¬ 
ue  to  rely  heavily  on  the  City's 
capital  markets  and  a  dispro¬ 
portionate  amount  of  its  bor¬ 
rowing  is  likely  to  continue  to 
be  denominated  in  sterling. 
Railtrack’s  E600  million  mere¬ 
ly  serves  to  emphasise  that  the 
EIB  is  one  European  organis¬ 
ation  that  wants  to  continue  to 
be  a  key  player  in  the  LHC. 
whether  we  join  EMU  or  not. 


■■  Mk  ■ 

f.  • 

—  -  o' ',•.(£/»  r 


m 


New  Severn  bridge 


THE  TIMES  EUROPEAN  CITY  BREAK  COLLECTION 


■■  7  »*»&>/  • 

i  -  f  * 


rague 
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^Venice 


from  only 

£279 


Departures  from  November  1997  through  to  March  1998 


All  prices  are  per  person  and  include:  Return  scheduled  flights  from  the  UK.  Three  ni girts' 
accommodation  in  a  3  or  4  star  hotel  including  breakfast,  City  sightseeing  programme.  Optional 
excursion  programme.  Transfers  between  the  airport  and  your  hotel.  Services  of  a  tour  manager. 
All  prices  exclude  UK  Airport  Departure  Tax  of  £20  for  Prague  and  £10  for  Rome  and  Venice. 


David  Michels  declined  to 
say  whether  he  planned  to 
grasp  the  Thistle 


FOR  FURTHER 
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0990  553355 

(24  Hours) 
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The  Times  European  City  Breaks, 


Festive  Holidays  Limited,  Pate  Court, 


North  Place,  Cheltenham 


Gloucestershire,  GL50  4DY. 
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36  HI-FI  SYSTEMS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  5J997 


Separate  hi-fi  products  are  replying  to  the  challenge  presented  by  the  growth  in  mass-market  mini  systems.  Jez  Ford  introduces_a - _PjL____ 

S  earching  for  the  perfect  sound 


One  warm  July  eve¬ 
ning  in  1S7S. 

Friedrich's  Music 
Hall  in  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids.  Michigan,  played  hosi  to 

an  unusual  musical  challenge. 
Popular  comenst  Jules  Levy 
was  joined  on  stage  by  one  Mr 
Edison,  who  announced  that 
his  amazing  phonograph 
would  -talk.  sing.  crow,  whis¬ 
tle.  mimic  the  human  voice  in 
any  language,  and  repeat  cor¬ 
net  soJos".  Mr  Edison’s  phono¬ 
graph  then  trounced  the 
comerist.  who  packed  up  his 
instrument  in  its  box  and  left 
the  stage. 

The  experiment  neatly  de¬ 
fines  the  very’  meaning  of  hi-fi. 
High  fidelity  reproduction 
means  what  it  says  —  making 
music  sound  as  real  as  the 
moment  it  was  recorded, 
bringing  the  performers 
through  time  and  space  into 
vour  own  home.. 

Hi-fi  went  electronic  after 
the  war.  when  London's  Tot¬ 
tenham  Court  Road  was  piled 
high  with  surplus  circuits  and 
valves.  Flanders  and  Swann 
summed  up  bow  over  addic¬ 
tive  the  hobby  could  become: 
“With  a  tone  cuntrol.  at  a 
single  touch.  I  can  make 
Caruso  sound  like  'Hutch'." 
they  suns,  adding  “but  I  never 
did  care  for  music  much.'  The 
anorak- wearing  hi-fi  enthusi¬ 
ast  was  bam.  amid  a  mess  of 
technical  circuits. 

The  boom  period  for  high 
quality  audio  ran  through  the 
Sixties  and  Seventies,  once 
convenient  box  'infinite  baffle' 
speakers  had  replaced  awk¬ 
ward  hom  designs.  It  was 


then  that  Japanese  companies 
started  producing  kiL 

“The  market  was  very 
strong  then.”  remembers  Gor¬ 
don  Prtn  an.  now  chairman  of 
the  British  Federation  of  Au¬ 
dio.  The  Japanese  went  for 
market  share."  The  imports 
had  the  advantage  or 
favourable  exchange  rates  and 
mass  production  techniques  to 
deliver  high  fidelity  equip¬ 
ment  ar  low  prices  in  near 
boxes.  The  anoraks  never  for¬ 
gave  them. 

it  was  the  start  of  a  split 
between  mass  market  and 


secondary  to  shipping  costs 
and  other  commercial 
considerations." 

The  argument  of  quality 
versus  convenience  intensified 
in  the  WSOs  with  the  arrival  of 
compact  disc.  Sold  under  the 
warcry  of 'perfect  sound  forev¬ 
er’,  CDs  could  outperform 
vinyl  with  ease  in  a  low-price 
system,  and  brought  simplic¬ 
ity  and  durability  to  the  equa¬ 
tion. 

Yet  in  an  expensive  system, 
the  limitations  of  CD  were 
obvious  from  day  one  —  and 
vinyl  albums  undeniably  car¬ 


‘  People  get  the  sound  they  deserve. 
If  music  is  important 
to  you,  you  should  take  a 
little  time  to  listen’ 


'true  hi-fi',  an  almost  ideologi¬ 
cal  schism  still  obvious  today 
from  the  derision  with  which 
mini  systems  are  regarded  by 
manufacturers  of  ‘mix  and 
match'  separates.  They  are 
made  by  large  companies  in 
the  Far  East  producing  in 
volume."  says  Ivor 
Tiefenbrun.  boss  of  Scottish 
company  Linn,  and  the  man 
almost  single-handedly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  ’source  first’ 
revolution  in  1970s  hi-fi  that 
switched  the  emphasis  from 
quality1  speakers  to  quality 
sources.  “Mini  systems  are 
made  to  meet  a  price  point  — 
actual  sonic  performance  is 


ry  more  musical  information 
than  the  digital  data  on  a 
compact  disc. 

Battle  commenced,  and  the 
mass  marker  attractions  of  CD 
won  the  day.  Vinyl  headed  into 
what  many  thought  was  a 
terminal  decline,  then  settled 
into  a  niche  market  where  hi-fi 
LP  fogies  and  young  clubland 
mixmasters  find  themselves 
unlikely  fellow  enthusiasts. 

Today's  hi-fi  market  has 
polarised.  On  the  one  side  are 
the  mini  and  micro  systems  — 
all-in-one  solutions  packed 
with  gadgets  and  flashing 
lights,  sold  in  high  street 
stores  where  you  will  never  be 


able  to  check  the  one  thing 
essential  to  any  music  system 
—  how  it  sounds. 

On  the  other  side  of  the 
fence  are  the  hi-fi  separates: 
individual  CD  players,  amps 
and  speakers.  Ever  wondered 
why  these  so  often  look  like 
boring  black  boxes?  Answer 
they  still  follow  the  original 
aim  of  hi-fi.  They  have  been 
designed  to  sound  as  good  as 
possible,  and  while  most  man¬ 
ufacturers  try  to  produce  a 
pleasant  exterior,  every  penny 
spent  on  cosmetics  is  a  penny 
lost  on  sound. 

Yet  in  recent  years,  mini  and 
micro  systems  have  risen  to 
take  more  than  70  per  cent  of 
the  £758  million  UK  audio 
market  (Gfk  —  Lek-trak  fig¬ 
ures  to  August  this  year),  is  the 
flashy  one-purchase  system 
threatening  to  eclipse  the  very 
raison  d'etre  of  hi-fi? 

“No  way!"  says  Julian  Rich¬ 
er,  whose  chain  of  hi-fi  stores 
champions  the  superiority  of 
separates.  “We  are  seeing  a 
phenomenal  increase  in  inter¬ 
est  in  hi-fi  separates.  Consum¬ 
ers  are  realising  the  limit¬ 
ations  of  their  systems." 

“People  get  the  sound  they 
deserve,”  qualifies  Tiefenbrun. 
"Most  people  don't  believe 
there  is  a  difference.  But  if 
music  is  important  to  you.  you 
should  take  a  little  time  to 
listen." 

It  is  a  fair  bet  that  if  Mr 
Edison  were  to  try  his  chall¬ 
enge  in  a  theatre  today,  he 
wouldn't  use  a  mini  system. 

• 

Jez  Ford  is  editor  qf  What  Hi- 
Fi?  magazine 


Separates  on  the  shelf:  enthusiasts  argue  that  carefully  matched  components  give  better  value  than  a  mini  system 


A  war  is  raging  between  specialist  dealers  who  sell  systems  piece  by  piece  and  the  high  street  chains 


SET  out  to  buy  a  television  and 
you  know  more  or  less  what  you 
are  letting  yourself  in  for.  It  will 
have  a  screen  oF  a  size  you  specify 
and  a  selection  from  a  fairly 
narrow  set  of  features.  There  will 
be  quality  differences  between 
brands,  but  the  choices  will  be 
fairly  well  defined.  Alvin  Cold 
writes. 

Systems  used  for  sound  repro¬ 
duction  pose  a  different  set  of 
problems.  The  equipment  comes 
in  a  bewildering  variety  of  guises, 
most  of  which  use  that  magic 
phrase  “high  fidelity"  to  establish 
respectability. 

There  are  systems  constructed 
from  separate  hi-fi  components, 
some  good,  some  less  so.  and 
there  is  an  enormous  variety’  if 
packaged  mini  midi  and  micro 
systems,  lifestyle  systems  and 
others.  Almost  all  of  them  claim  to 
represent  a  dose  approach  to  the 
original  sound. 

Listen  to  them  carefully,  how¬ 
ever.  and  you  will  find  enormous 
differences.  Many  of  them  can  be 
heard  for  what  they  are:  shoddy 
monstrosities.  A  few  are  different 
because  they  sound  credibly  like 
real  musicians  playing  music. 

The  traditional  dividing  line 
lies  between  component-based  hi- 
fi  and  one-make  packaged  sys¬ 
tems.  but  it  has  become  blurred 


Separates  take  on 
the  mini  brigade 


over  the  years.  The  typical  pack¬ 
aged  audio  system  has  too  many 
gadgets  that  are  of  little  use  to 
good  music  reproduction.  Com¬ 
ponent  hi-fi.  conversely,  is  often 
pictured  as  complicated,  difficult 
to  match  up  and  costly,  though 
higher  prices  are  probably  reflect¬ 
ed  in  better  perfomance.  The 
problem  with  component  hi-fi  is 
that  it  takes  some  expertise  to  buy 
and  to  sell.  The  brand  names  do 
not  necessarily  have  instant  rec¬ 
ognition.  Some  expertise  is  need¬ 
ed  to  demonstrate,  say.  the 
difference  between  one  CD  player 
and  the  next,  or  why  bigger 
loudspeakers  are  not  necessarily 
better. 

Good  sound  reproduction  is 
not  only  about  playing  music  to 
annoy  passing  bats.  It  is  partly 
about  communicating  the  beauty 
of  music,  without  diminishing  its 
impact  at  everyday  volume  levels. 

One  hallmark  of  a  quality 
audio  system  is  that  it  retains  its 


Hated  by  purists.  loved  by 
the  pubfic  Kenwood  mini 
systems  start  at  £329.95 

presence  and  clarity  even  when 
the  volume  is  set  low. 

Buying  a  quality  hi-fi  system 
need  not  cost  a  fortune  —  you  can 
buy  a  genuinely  capable  system 


for  about  the  price  of  a  decent 
television  —  but  it  is  necessarily 
more  involved.  A  good  dealer  will 
establish  your  needs  and  provide 
advice,  properly  informed  dem¬ 
onstrations  and  a  full  back-up 
service  that  may  involve  install¬ 
ing  the  system  and  exchanging 
components  if  they  do  not  suit  the 
customer's  home.  Problems  of 
this  kind  often  only  appear  after 
the  equipment  has  been  instaOed- 
This  back-up  can  go  well  beyond 
the  minimum  requirements  of 
consumer  legislation. 

Approach  most  high  street  elec¬ 
trical  outlets  for  audio  equipment 
and  you  are  likely  to  be  given  a 
different  story.  Why  bother  with 
hi-fi  separates  when  you  can  buy 
a  single  make  system  with  every¬ 
thing  you  could  possibly  need? 
The  idea  is  seductive: 

The  advantages  are  real  but 
there  are  problems,  one  of  which 
is  that  many  such  systems  are 
quite  primitive  internally  and 


paradoxically  are  often  built  with 
poorly  matched  internal  compo¬ 
nents  or  loudspeakers. 

Another  is  that  such  systems 
are  dead-end  purchases.  A  com¬ 
ponent  system  can  be  upgraded 
over  the  years  and  new  technol¬ 
ogy  incorporated  as  opportunities 
arise.  Packaged  systems  rarely 
provide  this  flexibility.  By  con¬ 
trast  Arcam.  the  UK's  biggest, 
maker  of  component  high  fidelity, 
is  one  of  a  number  of  producers 
whose  CD  players  and  other 
components  can  be  upgraded. 

There  is  a  halfway  house, 
identified  originally  by  Denon  a 
few  years  ago.  which  is  now  one 
of  die  fastest  growing  sectors  of 
the  systems  market  These  are 
systems  based  on  what  are.  in 
effect,  stylish  mini-sized  compo¬ 
nents.  to  which  new  ones  can  be 
added  later. 

There  are  also  some  exotically 
designed  packaged  systems  with 
high-performance  standards.  The 
bottom  line  is  that  If  you  want 
quality  you  can  find  it  in  almost 
any  form  and  a  good  dealer  can 
steer  you  around  the  obstacles. 
BADA  (the  British  Audio  Dealers 
Association)  has  about  130  mem¬ 
bers  nationwide  who  subscribe  to 
a  strict  code  of  practice. 

•  BADA  Telephone  0171-226  4044.  E- 
mail  BADAI9compuserve.com. 


It  can  be  simple . . . 

Alvin  Gold  outlines  the  important  points 
to  remember  when  buying  components 


TEN  things  you  should  know  when 
buying  hi-fi  separate. 

Source  components 

•  If  you  are  counting  pennies, 
consider  economising  by  reducing 
the  number  of  source  components. 
Do  you  really  need  a  CD  player, 
radio,  cassette  deck.  .Mini Disc  re¬ 
corder  and  a  turntable? 

•  Consider  sampler  components: 
single  cassette  decks  usually  out¬ 
perform  twins  and  multidisc  play¬ 
ers  generally  contribute  more  to 
complexity  than  musical  pleasure. 

•  Quality  sound  from  radio  is  the 
prerogative  of  the  FM  band,  and 
quality,  hiss-free  stereo  FM  de¬ 
pends  on  good,  preferably  roof- 
mounted  aerials. 

Amplifiers 

•  Power  output  is  often  less  impor¬ 
tant  than  manufacturers  would 
have  you  believe.  Personal  tastes, 
the  nature  of  your  room  and  the 
sensitivity  of  the  speakers  count 
here,  but  50-70  watts  per  channel  is 
a  good  starting  point  for  lifelike 
volume  levels  in  most  rooms. 

•  Don't  be  pin  off  by  lack  of 
facilities.  Tone  controls,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  are  rarely  found  on  high 
quality  amplifiers,  but  almost  al¬ 


ways  included  with  budget  gear 
draw  your  awn  conclusion*:. 

Loudspeakers 

•  Bigger  is  not  always  better. 
Many  simple,  compact'  speakers 
sound  better  than  large  impressive 
looking  free  slanders. 

•  Avoid  placing  speakers  behind 
the  furniture  as  it  will  selectively 
absorb  the  high  frequencies, 
smothering  detstil. 

•  Loudspeakers  need  proper  sup¬ 
port  to  perform  ar  their  best.  Use 
quality’  pedestal  stands  for  compact 
speakers  (cost.  £30  a  pair)  rather 
than  shelves.  Small  blobs  of  Blu- 
Tack  betwen  speakers  and  stands 
work  wonders.  Also,  use  dedicated 
speaker  cables  rather  than  behwire 
or  mains  cable. 

•  Large  speakers  are  designed  to 
be  free  standing,  bur  usually  sound 
best  with  carpet-piercing  spikes. - 
which  won’t  damage  carpets.  w 

•  If  you  really,  really,  want  deep 
bass,  but  can’t  accommodate  large 
loudspeakers,  consider  using  com¬ 
pacts  with  an  active  subwoofer  la 
specialised  bass-only  loudspeaker), 
which  can  often  be  hidden  out  of 
sight  behind  furniture  without 
compromising  performance. 


The  one  essential 
for  any  great  system 


S2*«rni 


Ft? 


No  jargon. 

No  worries.  Just  music. 


WHAT  HI-FI? 


sound  advice 


Buyer  beware 

Better  watch  out  for  the  swindlers 
when  shopping  for  a  stereo 


HAVE  you  been  accosted  on  a 
garage  forecourt  with  studio 
loudspeakers  for  sale,  cheap? 
This  is  a  popular  scam  and 
the  speakers  involved  are 
invariably  poorly  built,  with 
shabby  enclosures  and  com¬ 
ponents,  sometimes  missing 
tweeters  and  crossovers. 

As  with  confidence  tricks  in 
many  other  walks  of  life,  there 
is  no  comeback. 

Some  scams  are  harder  to 
spot,  ahd  therefore  more  per¬ 
nicious.  and  are  to  be  found 
even  in  ostensibly  legitimate 
areas. 

The  most  infamous  is  the 
so-called  “mug’s  eye  for. 


which  refers  to  packaged 
midi  systems  with  unneces¬ 
sary  controls  by  the  bucketful, 
and  outsize,  underendowed 
multidriver  loudspeakers. 

A  large  number  of  unreli¬ 
able  hi-fi  components  and 
systems  subscribe  to  similar 
values  and  far  too  many 
dealers  are  happy  to  pursue 
this  lowest  common  denomi¬ 
nator  "male  jewellery" 
approach. 

With  high  fidelity,  as  with 
many  other  things  in  life, 
quality  should  always  be  the 
watchword. 

Alvin  Gold 
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For  your  fbasomal  audition  at  your  Naim  Cams  call  01722  3322661 
Web  Site:  http:/Mww.na  rni-audio.com 
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For  the  very  best  ih  huh  tube’s  only  one  Naim 


Listen  to  this! 


Complete  home 
cinema  system 
from  Celestion 


T  '  ’  r 

Tim's  HMf  btw  as  oppaitoalfy  to  acquire  »ck  a  serious  brae  dame  system  lor  sack  on  amezUgly 
law  price.  Ceiestton  bra  a  70  you  heritage  at  predating  speakers  of  Hie  highest  quality  and  new  brim 
yaa  Ifaa  "boom  Ibaatra  (a  a  boa-,  which  coons  complete  with  a  powered  sabwoafar  with  baflt-h  Hefty 
Pre-logic-  decoder  aed  210  watts  el  amplifier  powat  (all  remote  coetrol,  4  effects  speakers  ad  a  ceatre 
spaafcoK.  Afi  yaa  aead  Is  a  HI  cow  stereo  VC2  and  yae'ra  in  basiaoss.  This  Is  a  once  la  a  Wettme 
oppartaalty  -  and  stacks  are  llmltad.  Pham  year  ardor  era  with  your  credit  card  details  asleg  the 
FREEPHONE  ■ember  skown  below  -  alternatively  sand  the  f  BEE  POST  coupon 
jrftb  a  cheque  {payable  to  Celestion  International  ltd) 
ar  yoar  credit  card  dalailt.  H  yaa  woeid  Mu  a 
demonstration  before  yon  bay, 
call  for  details  af  yanr 
nearest  Celestion  stockist. 


Effects  speakers 


Powered 
Sab  woofer 


"Exciting  sound. 
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Centre  channel 
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viewing  habits 


For  every  new  audio 
“^novation  you  see  on 
Tomorrow’s  World 
that  makes  it  into 
your  home,  there  are  dozens 
more  that  bite  the  dust  be¬ 
tween  drawing  board  and 
Wing  room. 

#  •  Such  new  technologies  have 
cwo  faces  —  one  SmOlng  with 
the  promise  of  new  toys  and 
better  performance,  the  other 
showing  worry  lines  at  the 
thought  of  your  current  equip¬ 
ment  Kcoming  defunct,  and 
the  cost  of  replacing  it  Many 
people  .still  resent  ihe  sudden 
'  redundancy  of  rheir  LP  collec¬ 
tions  with  die  arrival  of  the  CD. 

But  this  is  an  exciting  time 
for  hi-fi,  with  a  wealth  of  new 
ideas' that  promise  improve¬ 
ments  in  performance  plus  the 
all-important  back  compatibil¬ 
ity  —  new  concepts  that  have 
been  designed  bo  sit  happily 
with  the  old. 

Take  compact  discs.  There 
are  two  plans  to  improve  their 
capability:  the  Digital  Versa¬ 
tile  Disc,  and  the  Super  Audio 
CD.  The  first.  DVD,  is  a  disc 
that  looks  just  like  a  CD  but 
amtains  video  as  well  as 
audio.  One  disc  can  carry  a 
f  whole  movie  with  far  better 
picture  quality  than  your  video 

recorder  can  offer,  and  digital 
surround  sound,  it  is  already 
nut  m  the  US  and  Japan  and 
the  :  first  European  players 
should  be  properly  launched 
here .  in  the  spring.  DVD 
players  can  also  play  normal 
CDs.  arid  when  DVDs  eventu¬ 
ally  become  recordable,  you 
will  be  able  to  hare  a  single 
bat  for  all  your  music  and 
marie  needs. 

Tlie  plans  for  Super  Audio 
CD  were  announced  in  Japan 
just  two  weeks  ago  by  the  co 
inventors  of  the  original  CD 
,  system.  Philips  and  Sony,  ft 
uses  a  double-layer  compact 
disc  that  plays  normally  in  a 
standard  CD  player,  but  can 
produce  vastly  improved  qual¬ 
ity  in  the  planned  SACD 
players.  Whether  the  SACD 
get*  into  a  turf  war  with  the 
audio  capabilities  of  DVD  will 
depend  an  how  the  companies 
involved  can  work  together. 

It’s  not  just  the  software  end 


MmiDisq,  Digital  Versatile  Duse,  Super  Audio  CD  and  jfiat  components  are  all  set  to  revolutionise  hi-fi  in  the  UK 

The  future  is  richer, 
fuller  and  flatter 


of  things  that  is  getting  a 
facelift  NXT.  a  company . 
based  in  Cambridge,  is  lead¬ 
ing  the  world  with  a  new  way 
erf  designing  loudspeakers  so 
that  they  are  virtually  fiat  No 
more  intrusive  boxes  clutter¬ 
ing  up  your  lounge  —  NEXT'S 
design  can  hang  on  the  wall 
disguised  as  paintings,  or  even 
be  made  to  form  part  of  the 
wall  itself.  The  future  of  audio 
and  video  is  flat”  says  Farad 
Azima,  NJCns  chief  executive. 
"Whether  irs  the  TV  and 
speakers  at  home  or  your 
computer  in  the  office.” 

The  first  audio  “flatties” 
should  be  available  in  the 
spring,  and  are  likely  to  be¬ 
come  a  favourite  in  the  grow¬ 
ing  market  for  high-tech 
multi-room  installation.  You 
tell  a  consultant  where  you 
want  music  and  home  cinema 
and.  how  much  you  want  to 
pay.  and  they  deliver  a  total 


home  so]  uticm.  Robert  Taussig 
.Is’. a  London  dealer  who  be¬ 
longs  to  CEDLA.  a  network  of 
skfljjed  installers.  “Irs  not  so 
mudi  that  it  is  new.”  he 
explains.  “Rather  that  people 
are  becoming  more  aware  of 
what  can  be  achieved 

The  cheapest  four-room  in¬ 
stallation  would  be  about 
£5,000,  he  says,  though  con¬ 
sultations  are  free: 

What  of  the  humble  cas¬ 
sette?  There  hare  been  various 
attempts  to  replace  its  medio¬ 
cre  hi-fi  performance  with  a 
digital  recording  format,  but 
so  far.  none  of  them  has  quite 
kicked  ft  out  erf  play.  Its 
worldwide  availability  and 
standard  appearance  in  car 
systems  is  .  likely  to  ensure  its 
survival  for  a  good  few  years 
to  come. 

Of  ns  challengers,  Sonys 
MiniDisc  lodes  the  brightest 
hope,  a  rewritable  optical  disc 


that  has  taken  Japan  by  storm 
.and  is  making  significant 
waves  here.  It  is  small  enough 
for  portability  and  extremely 
versatile  —  you  can  erase  and 
reuse  a  whole  disc  or  just 
individual  tracks,  rearranging 
songs  and  even  adding  text 
titles  as  digital  information. 

After  the  flop  of  its  Digital 
Compact  Cassette.  Philips  is 
fighting  back  with  recordable 
CD.  its  new  E500  CDR-870 
recorder  looking  quite  an  at¬ 
tractive  option  given  the  price 
of  £3  for  blank  CD-Rs.  There  is 
an  undeniable  thrill  to  making 
your  own  CDs.  and  of  course, 
the  digital  copies  are  perfect 

Any  glimpse  into  the  future 
of  hi-fi  cannot  ignore  the 
Internet  A  wealth  of  radio 
stations  already  broadcast  live 
an  the  Net  though  in  very 
limited  quality  at  present 
Everything  from  Virgin  Radio 
to  Kathmandu  EM  is  avail¬ 


able.  24  hours  a  day  anywhere 
in  the  world,  though  of  course 
you  will  be  paying  local  tele¬ 
phone  on-line  call  charges 
while  you  listen,  making  it  a 
rather  expensive  way  to  tune 
in  to  Chris  Evans  in  the 
morning. 

Last  month.  Sharp  an¬ 
nounced  production  of  a  mini 
system  that  connects  to  your 
PC  and  can  download  music 
from  the  Net  direct  to 
MiniDisc. 


There  are  ever-increas¬ 
ing  music  resources 
online  (try  http:// 
wwwiuma.com  or 
http://sony.com/music). 
though  with  a  standard 
modem  connection  it  is  still  a 
slow  business.  One  day  you 
will  shop  for  music  by  down¬ 
loading  low-quality  samples 
free,  then  pay  to  get  the  Super 
Audio  version  copied  to  your 
bard  drive.  From  there  it  can 
be  convened,  amplified  and 
passed  on  to  the  invisible  flat 
hi-fi  speakers  hidden  in  your 
walls  for  die  ultimate  in  high- 
tech.  high  quality  hi-fi. 


For  cheapskates 
and  big  spenders 

Putting  a  system  together  for  Christmas? 

Dan  Houston  has  advice  to  suit  all  pockets 


Excellence  in  hi-fi  does 
not  have  to  cost  the 
earth.  As  long  as  the 
components  do  not  actually 
add  anything  nasty  to  the 
sound  quality  of  your  music 
collection  you  can  get  away 
with  surprisingly  little  outlay. 

The  ultimate  Audio  Cheap¬ 
skates  system,  based  on  CD- 
player,  amplifier  and 
speakers,  could  cost  as  little  as 
£380.  Start  with  Philips’s  721 
CD-player,  still  an  excellent 
buy  at  £130  after  two  years  on 
the  market,  with  a  surprising¬ 
ly  clear  delivery. 

To  this  add  the  Cambridge 
Audio  AJ  Mark  MK  III  SE 
amplifier,  which  redefines  val¬ 
ue  for  money  at  £120.  The  amp 
is  rated  at  30  warts  but  still 
delivers  plenty  of  power  to  the 
right  loudspeakers  and  will 
even  drive  sound  well  in  large- 
ish  rooms  without  a  hint  of 
distortion.  Designed  in  the 
UK.  and  built  in  China,  h  has 
four  imputs,  so  you  cant  have 
that  many  sources.  But  it  does 
have  an  optional  phono  stage 
for  hooking  up  a  record 
player. 

The  speakers  that  sound 
excellent  with  this  are  JPW*s 
ML510s.  at  £130.  They  are  just 
33cm  high,  but  you  wouldn’t 
know  it  when  this  system  is 
kicking  out  some  rock’n’roll  or 
relaying  an  orchestra.  The 
West  Country  firm  makes  all 
its  products  locally,  using  HM 
Prisons  to  do  some  of  the 
cabinet  making.  At  89dB/- 
Watt/ metre  they  are  very  sen¬ 
sitive,  allowing  more  detail 
through  and  giving  a  fuller 
sound.  Site  them  slightly  away 
from  a  wall  —  stands  are  best, 
or  wall  brackets. 

Turntables  are  still  popular 

and  second  hand  _ _ . 

vinyl  is  superb  ^ 

value  at  present. 

The  quality  is  of-  L-^- 

ten  amazing. 

Mint  condition  British i 

records  can  be  British  - 

had  for  a  few  Digital 

pounds.  Exposuj 

Replay  is  im-  Notting 

portant,  though.  Audio  h 

and  turntables  Alchemi 

should  be  made  Michel 

to  last  They  look  Arcam .. 

extremely  simple  JPW(Ri 

but  all  the  work  is  Philips . 

in  the  engineer-  Cambrii 

ing  of  the  bear-  Rega  R< 

ings  and  motor. 


B&W*s  Emphasis  speaker. 

at  £6,495.  uses  a  horn 
shape  to  absorb  rearward- 

travelling  sound  waves 

Up  to  E500  the  deck  ro  beat 
is  the  Rega  2  or  3  at  £214  or 
£274.  A  similar  approach  to 
engineering  with  better-grade 
components  comes  from’ Not¬ 
tingham  Analogue,  whose  In¬ 
terspace.  at  L5i.it).  rivals  decks 
at  more  than  twice  its  price. 
The  motor  is  so  weak  that  you 
have  to  give  die  platter  a  push 
by  hand  to  get  it  started,  but 
that  means  the  motor's  vibra¬ 
tional  effect  on  the  heavy 
platter  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 


'•/'  USEFUL  NUMBERS  <■.; 

British  Federation  of  Audio - 0171-930  3206 

British  Audio  Dealers  Association  -0171-226  4044 

Digital  Analogue  Company - 01903  750755 

Exposure - 01273  423S77 

Nottingham  .Analogue _ 01773  762947 

Audio  Note — - 01273  220511 

Alchemist _ _ 01707  664607 

Michel  Engineering - 0181-953  0771 

Arcam - 01223  203203 

JPW  (Richer  Sounds) _ 0171-827  9001 

Philips _ -0181-689  2166 

Cambridge  Audio  (Richer  Sounds)  -0171-827  9001 
Rega  Research _ _ _ 01702  333071 


It's  a  gorgeous  piece  of 
engineering  and  benefits  from 
being  used  with  higher  grade 
amp  and  speakers. 

For  bankers  and  buffs  Mi¬ 
chel  Engineering’s  Orbe  is  a 
model  of  precision  engineer¬ 
ing.  The  price  at  E1.995  Tor  the 
deck  alone  obviously  makes 
this_  an  enthusiast's  quany, 
but  it  is  so  good  to  listen  to.  you 
won’t  want  to  gn  to  work. 

One  of  the  besT  CD  players 
on  the  market  under  £500  is 
Rega’s  Planer  at  £398.  It  is  a 
top  loading  player  and  de¬ 
signed  so  that  any  faulty  part 
could  easily  be  replaced.  Au¬ 
dio  Note’s  CD2  at  £999  gives 
extraordinary  sound  quality 
that  you  can  iisren  to  for  hours 
on  end  without  feeling  tired. 
At  the  top  of  the  range,  at 
E4.250.  is  the  Digital  Analogue 
Company  Ultimate. 

Area m's  Alpha  8  £360  50W 
amplifier  is  a  superb  design 
delivering  detail  and  drive 
with  a  gorgeously  solid  feel  to 
the  sound,  but  at  £799  Expo¬ 
sure’s  Super  XV  amp  puts  the 
icing  on  the  cake,  giving  that 
much  extra  base  and  treble 
performance  to  bring  music 
into  sharper  relief.  Of  silly- 
money  amps.  Krell’s  KAV300i 
is  the  hot  hatchback. 

Competition  in  the  speaker 
market  is  fierce.  I  would 
recommend  the  Acoustic  Ener¬ 
gy  AEL20  at  £500.  At  £580. 
Castle’s  Severn  2  award-win¬ 
ning  speaker  is  as  dependable 
as  the  Yorkshi remen  who 
make  it. 

At  £1.520,  Audio  Note’s  type 
E/D  loudspeakers  have 

95dB/W/M  sensitivity  which 
has  you  gasping  at  the  level  of 
detail  they  can  relay.  They  are 
designed  as  matched  pairs  for 
perfect  perfor- 
^^“"1  stance  in  stereo. 

•  '  ~ j  Lottery  win- 

'  ners.  however, 

may  prefer  a  pair 
H)  3206  of  hand-crafted 

16  4044  B&W  speakers. 

750755  The  ingenious 

423877  Emphasis,  at  a 

762947  mere  £6.495  the 

1 220511  pair,  uses  a  horn 

664607  shape  to  absorb 

53  0771  sound.  But  better 

203203  known  is  the  top- 

27  9001  of-the-range 

892166  Nautilus,  a  snip 

27  9001  at  £35,000  for 

333071  two.  IB&W:  01903 

_  750750.) 
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Pop  Along  to  Your 
Local  Dealer  and  Find 
Olit  What  It’s  Like  to 


:«i-esT 


ave  an 


Down  Your  Neck 


Hear  it,  feel  it,  thrill  to  it. 

Discover  a  new  dimension 
in  realism  through  full 
frequency  digital  surround 
sound,  with  deep  bass  to 
build  impact  and  atmosphere.  Experience  the 
Acousrimass-6,  the  incredible  home  cinema  and 
music  speaker  system  from  Bose? 

The  heart  of  the  system  is  the.  Acoustimass 
h:de-away  module.  This  delivers  deep,  powerful 
Jistorrion-free  bass  in  both  rhe-  frpnt  and 
surround  channels,  so  you  can  enjoy  the  exciting 
benefits  of  the  latest  digital  film  audio  and  music 
recording  technologies. 

Add  five  tiny,  Virtually  Invisible'"  cube  speakers  for 
Pacing  around  the  room,  and  you  have  a  complete 


high  performance  speaker 
system  that’s  easy  to  set  up 
and  thar  offers  auditorium 
quality  for  under  £650. 
Send  rhe  coupon  for  more 
details  of  the  Acoustimass-6,  or  contact  your 
Bose®  dealer  for  a  demo.  But  be  warned:  it’ll 
alienate  you  against  anything  less. 


p- — - - - — - i 

I  Please  ttud  me  more  information  aboat  the  incredible  Acitasrimass-6 

J  Name - - - : - ^ MxJStnJM*. 

I  Address: - . 

I  _ _  Pcrtr  CnA- _ •  ' 

|  Telephone: - - - ,  —  ■ 

I  please  remm  in  an  oirdnpc  rn:  Bose  Ltd,  Unit  G2,  Trinity  Trading 
t  Estate,  Simngjxrartw,  Kent,  MEIO  2PD.  Or  fax  to.  Q179S  427  227. 

I  Alicnuuvclv  eal)  Frccphoae 

|  6800  317  533  -■ 

;  qunnng.  rd.  AM  TIMES.  Better  sound  through  naoarctu  - 
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means  small  and  in  this  instance,  size  certainly  makes 
a  difference.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  ‘free  lunch’, 
so  we  always  recommend  our  customers  purchase 


made  up  of  hi-fi  separates.  A  starter  system  might  comprise 
of  just  a  CD,  amp  and  speakers  and  cost  around  £200.  It  will 


n 


amazing  compared  to  a  one-box  mini  system  for  the  same  price. 
If  any  high  street  retailer  tells  you  to  buy  a 
mini  system  for  sound  quality  they  are  talking 


A  gfthtir  mtoed  nciwrrfimwffwf  la  the  interest  of  minimm 
placed  by  prominent  members  off  die  hfr-ff  hrtmUy. 

Freephone  0500  to  H 12  lor  a  free  information  pack. 

ARCAM  ecarrcnaacajoo  DELESTIOn  CfeAt.  TEAC  YAMAHA 
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You  want  to  know  what  has 
been  the  least  celebrated 
anniversary  of  1997?  All 
right,  suit  yourself.  But  I  have 
800,000  sheets  of  virgin  white 
paper  to  despoil,  so  I  shall  tell  you 
anyway.  Exactly  400  years  ago  in 
Florence  a  group  of  bored  aristo¬ 
crats  hit  upon  a  form  of  entertain¬ 
ment  so  bizarre  and  extravagant 
that  it  was  virtually  doomed  to 
catch  on  in  die  crazy  world  we  call 
showbiz.  Yes,  they  invented  opera. 
And  four  centuries  later,  we  are 
still  counting  the  cost  Or,  in  the 
case  of  Covent  Garden,  miscount¬ 
ing  the  cdsL 

It  was  ail  a  big  mistake-  Our 
Florentine  friends,  being  Renais¬ 
sance  men,  revered  classical  Greek 
culture  —  and  at  that  time  it  was 
believed  that  Greek  tragedy  had 
been  sung  throughout  Nonsense, 
as  we  now  know.  Nevertheless,  the 
Florentines  felt  that  what  was  good 
enough  for  Euripides  should  be 
good  enough  for  them.  So  in  1597 
or  1598  (depending  on  which 
history  book  you  read)  a  man 
called  Peri  wrote  a  "sung  play** 


After  400  years,  time  for  new  tunes? 


called  Dafne — the  first  opera.  We 
dont  know  haw  ft  sounded:  foe 
music  is  tost  But  we  do  know  that 
the  heroine  turned  into  a  tree.  Not 
only  the  first  opera,  then,  but  also 
the  first  daft  opera  plot 

Such  music  that  has  survived 
from  early  operas  is  very  austere: 
the  Florentines,  mostly  amateurs, 
were  reacting  against  die  polished 
polyphony  of  professionals  like 
Palestrina  and  Byrd  jfie,  composers 
of  genius)  who,  as  they  saw  it,  were 

obscuring  the  words. 

Within  ten  years,  however,  a 
real  composer.  Claudio  Montever- 

Orfeo.  ScEmqpera-wasrtesS 
trve  toy  of  choice  for  despots  across 
Europe.  Every  prince  had  to  have 
one.  A  giant  leap  for  mankind? 
Well,  several  ducal  courts  went 
broke,  and  little  boys  began  to  be 
castrated  in  die  cause  of  bel  canto. 
Mixed  blessings,  you  might  say. 


Today,  we  dont  have  many 
ducal  coarts  or  castrati  (shame,- 1 . 

hear-  the  traditionalists  cry),  but 

otherwise  the  grand  operatic  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Splurge  and  Spend  is  much 
die  same.  From  the  Mantuan  court 
that  bankrolled  Monteverdi,  past  ■ 
the  lacy  fripperies  of  Lully'S  spec¬ 
taculars  for  die  Sun  King,  and 
through  the  “whoops.  Ill  need 
another  seven  tubas"  excesses  that 
Wagner  inflicted  an  poor,  mad  ■ 
Ludwig  fl  of  Bavaria,  to  this 
Week's  revelations  of  managerial 
Gotterdammening  at  Covent 
Garden  —  you  can  trace  a in 
unbroken  line  of  carefree  extrava¬ 
gance.  The  difference  today  is  that 
the  chief  paymaster  is  usually  die 
State,  which  can  lead  to  democrat¬ 
ic  Hiffiqiltigs  when  most  of  the 
population  doesn't  like  opera. 

Actually,  there  is  another  big 
difference,  but  hardly  anybody 
notices  it  Indeed,  although  the 
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millians  of  words  written  about 
this  week's  opera  crisis  have 
included  demands  for  fetter  subsi¬ 
dies.  brighter  managers,  cheaper 
tickets,  ncher  patrons,  tighter  ac¬ 
countants  and  quicker  resigna¬ 


tions.  nobody  has  mentioned  the 
most  obvious  vacuum  in  modem 
operatic  life.  Where  are  die  com¬ 
posers  who  write  operas  that 
people  want  to'hear? 

Consider  this.  A  generation  ago, 
opera-lovers  rushed,  with  genuine 
excitement  to  hear  Brittens  latest 
magnum  opus.  Their  parents 
would  have. felt  the  same  about 
Strauss.  A  generation  earlier,  the 
new  Pucdni  had  them  queueing 
round  the  block.  Ami  a. few  years 
earlier  it  was  jackpot  time,  with 
Verdi,  Wagner  and  a  host  of  lesser 
names  turning  out  tforable  hits  by 
the  month. 

You  get  my  drift.  For  its  first  350 
yeare  opera  was  composer-driven.- 
It  might  have  been  financed  by 
kings,  but  they  were  in  thrall  to 
gams.  Opera  was.  sustained  by  a 
creative  imperative.  Butin  the  past 
50  years?  Britten.  Stravinsky  and 
Prokofiev  have  .produced  works 


worth  hearing  twice,  but  they  are 
dead  and  precious  little  else  has 
.entered  die  repertoire-  Opera  to¬ 
day  is  not  oomposerdriven.  hut 
institution-led.  The  imperative  is 
not  musical  creation  but  job 
preservation. 

True,  this  endless  recycling  of  a 
tiny  repertoire  —  no  more  than 
three  dozen  works  regularly  do  the 
rounds  —  is  ingeniously  disguised 
by  eyepopping  interpretations. 
But  it's  museum  culture  for  all 
that  And  when  genuinely  popular 
operatic  works  do  emerge,  mostly 
from  America,  they  never  seem  to 
reach  Britain's  main  opera  houses. 

Think,  for  example,  of  John 
Adams’S  brilliant  Nixon  in 
China  or  John  Corigliano's 
ingenious  The  Ghosts  of  Ver¬ 
satile;.  Its  as  if  our  opera  chiefs 
are  scared  of  being  labelled  as 
.  vulgarians.  If  Verdi  popped  up  on 


the  doorstep  of  Covent  Garden 
tomorrow  with  the  freshly 
scrawled  score  of  Rigoletto  under 
his  arm.  he  would  be  told  to  try  his 
luck  with  Cameron  Mackintosh, 

Of  course  the  overheads  of 
grand  opera  are  so  enormous  that 
companies  cant  afford  to  gamble 
often  on  pieces  unknown  to  ihe 
public.  And  the  rise  of  film, 
television,  pop  music  and  the 
musical  has  given  composers  with 
melodic  flair  far  more  lucrative 
markets  for  their  talents. 

But  it  is  also  possible  that  opera 
has  reached  the  end  of  its  natural 
life  as  an  art  form.  The  world  has 
changed  a  bit  in  400  years,  but 
opera  is  still  trapped  in  the  bizarre 
conventions  inaugurated  by  Pen 
when  he  turned  Dafne  into  a  tree 
for  the  entertainment  of  Florentine 
toffs.  Before  Sir  Richard  Eyre  and 
his  opera-reform  committee  get 
down  to  the  important  business  of 
rearranging  the  deckchairs  in  the 
Crush  Bar,  they  should  ponder 
that'  sombre  thought.  Are  we 
spending  millions  to  sustain  an  art 
form  that  has  nothing  new  to  say? 


Today  the  world, 
tomorrow  try  harder 


Teddington  at  teatime. 
The  schools  of  the 
leafy  London  suburb 
decant  and,  at  every 
traffic  light,  mothers  in  large 
cars  wait  to  steer  their  children 
home  through  the  quickly 
advancing  gloaming.  Mean¬ 
while,  any  glance  to  the  left  or 
right  finds  the  driver  staring 
through  lighted  windows  into 
scenes  of  casual  domesticity: 
the  au  pair  preparing  tea  for 
her  young  charges,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  or  the  lone  male  waiting 
for  a  kettle  to  boil  and  the 
microwave  to  ping. 

And  nearly,  within  a  B&Q- 
styled  dressing  roan  at  the 
complex  of  Thames  TV.  the 
world’s  bestselling  recording 
artist  of  the  past  two  years 
takes  a  rehearsal  break.  She 
turns  off  the  television  set  and 
asks  for  help  in  killing  die 
relentless,  larynx-threatening 
central  heating. 

"11m  totally  content  at  this 
point  in  my  life."  says  Celine 
Dion,  increasingly  confident 
in  her  second  language.  Then, 
momentarily  thrown  by  the 
need  for  the  correct  idiomatic 
phrase,  she  falters.  Happy  in 
my  awn  skin,  I  suggest?  “Oui, 
exactementT  comes  the  reply. 
Ve  me  sens  fids  bien  dans  ma 
peau.” 

As  well  she  might.  The 
former  child  star  from  Mon¬ 
treal.  who  began  recording  in 
her  native  French  at  die  age  of 


MUSIC:  Alan  Jackson  brings  us 
up  to  speed  with  the  latest  doings 
of  flat-out  superstar  Celine  Dion 


12,  is  currently  on  top  of  die 
showbusiness  world.  “  al¬ 
though  it  is  important  to  stress 
that  1  am  completely  ground¬ 
ed,"  she  interjects.  "My  feet 
are  not  at  all  in  the  air." 

Her  fourth  album,  1995 "5 
Falling  into  You.  has  sold  an 
astonishing  25 
million  copies,  a 
tenth  of  diem  in 
the  UK  alone.  But 
although  its  suc¬ 
cessor.  Let's  Talk 
About  Love,  is  at 
or  near  the  top  of 
charts  around  the 
world.  Dion  is  not 
inclined  to  sit 
back  and  enjoy 
the  achievement. 

Nothing  is  being 
left  to  chance. 

Four  days  into 
the  first  leg  of  her  latest  British 
tour  itinerary,  the  29-year-old 
star  has  already  performed 
her  new  single.  The  Reason, 
on  a  clutch  of  the  week’s  most- 
watched  television  shows  — 
The  National  Lottery,  The 
Smash  Hits  Awards  and  Talk¬ 
ing  Telephone  Numbers  — 
and  has  topped  the  bill  at  this 
year’s  Royal  Variety  Show,  to 


6  I'm  just 
happy  that 
people  are 
offering  me 
the  best  of 
themselves  5 


be  broadcast  by  ITV  this 
Sunday  from  830pm. 

Now  she  is  about  to  record 
not  one  but  two  guest  slots  for 
another  ratings-magnet,  Des 
O'Connor  Tonight.  That  the 
unwritten  rules  of  light  enter¬ 
tainment  demand  a  different 
dress  for  each 
show  is  evidenced 
by  the  slip  of  sil¬ 
ver  lame  and  the 
slither  of  claret- 
coloured  velvet 
currently  await¬ 
ing  occupation  at 
the  other  end  of 
the  room. 

This  current  ea¬ 
gerness  to  share  a 
little  of  her  star¬ 
dust  must  amuse 
__  her.  I  suggest 

After  all,  when  we 
first  met  in  1991.  with  Dion 
struggling  to  deploy  her  newly 
learnt  second  language  in 
promotion  of  Tier  very  first 
English  LP,  few  within  the 
British  media  were  inclined  to 
give  her  the  time  of  day: 
indeed,  it  is  whispered  else¬ 
where  that,  as  recently  as  1994, 
O’Connor's  bookers  rejected 
her  as  a  guest  But  Dion  is  a 
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good-natured  pragmatist.  “It's 
the  same  as  with  writers,”  she 
says.  “On  the  way  up.  you 
struggle  to  get  strong  material. 
Onoe  you've  had  an  album  sell 
25  million  though,  ills  like. 
‘Hey,  1  think  111  give  her  my 
new  song!" 

“But  I’m  not  cynical.  I’m  just 
happy  that  people  are  offering 
me  the  best  of  themselves." 

Ideally,  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band-manager  Rene  Angelfl 
had  hoped  to  be  preparing  for 
parenthood  this  year,  not  the 
release  of  another  album.  But 
biology  shows  no  respect  for 
star  status  and,  when  Dion  did 
not  fell  pregnant  an  cue,  the 
couple  let  it  be  known  they 
might  be  starting  the  record¬ 
ing  process  again.  “We 
thought  we’d  just  sit  back  and 
see  what  came  in  and,  well 
. . .”  (she  mimes  being  buried 
under  an  avalanche). 

Her  duetting  partners  on 
Lets  Talk  About  Love  are 
Barbra  Streisand  and  Luciano 
Pavarotti.  The  Bee  Gees  and 
Bryan  Adams  are  among 
those  who  have  contributed 
tracks.  Even  Carole  King  — 
charmed  by  Dion’s  recent 
recording  of  her  composition 
( You  Make  Me  Feel  Like)  A 
Natural  Woman  —  ventured 
out  of  semi-retirement  to  pen 
and  sing  backing  vocals  cm 
The  Reason.  As  if  that  were 
.not  enough,  the  song  also 
represents  Sir  George  Mar¬ 
tin’s  swansong  in  the  record¬ 
ing  studio. 

Many  critics  have 
found  the  result¬ 
ing  musical  mix 
too  rich  far  their 
tastes,  but  there  can  be  no 
feultingan  awesome  voice  and 
increasingly  mature  delivery. 
Back  in  1991,  her  first  English- 
language  producer.  Christo¬ 
pher  Neff,  compared  her  talent 
to  Streisand’s,  and  predicted 
that  Dion  would  enjoy  a  career 
of  similar  longevity.  Now, 
with  the  two  voices  blending 
seamlessly  on  the  current  hit 
Tell  Him,  it  is  as  if  even  the 
great  diva  herself  is  acknowl¬ 
edging  a  shared  lineage. 

“I  do  kind  of  fed  I  have  been 
handed  the  baton."  Dion  says. 
“That  puts  the  pressure  firmly 
in  my  camp,  and  right  now 
I’m  running  hard.  I  don't  want 
to  run  forever,  though:  I’m 
looking  one  .day  to  hand  it  on 
again.  These  are  great  times 
forme,  but  1  am  note  selfish 
person.  I  believe  in  giving 
something  bade  to  show  grati¬ 
tude  for  my  success." 

She  says  she  would  like  to 
stop  releasing  records  while 
still  at  the  top.  perform  only 
occasionally,  and  diversify. 
She  is  currently  preparing  to 
record  a  new  French-language 
LP,.  and  will  undertake  a 
world  tour  next  year.  After  it, 
her  best-case  scenario  would 
involve  having  a  first  child, 
then  returning  to  the  English- . 
speaking  market  not  as  a 
singer,  but  an  actress — one  of 
two  movie  options  currently 
under  consideration  is  a  bio-! 
pic  of  Edith  Piaf.  “But  if  1 
accept  one  or  the  other,  it  will 


Joy  of  a 
triple 
whammy 

If  you  are  (Hi  the  party 
circuit  this  Christmas  you 
will  at  one  point  wish  to 
know  something  about  those 
people  huddled  in  a  corner 
bearing  anxious,  no,  down¬ 
right  worried  looks.  They  have 
been  overheard  discussing 
morale  and  they  are  agreed 
that  it  has  never  been  lower. 

Puzzle  no  longer  they  are 
from  die  BBC  drama  depart¬ 
ment,  where  morale  has  never 
been  lower  for  as  tong  as 
anyone  can  remember.  This  is 
die  nature  of  drama  depart¬ 
ments:  they  deal  so  much  in 
tragedy  and  high  farce  that 
their  own  daily  lives  have 
become  imbued  with  its  main 
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Canada’s  premier  chairteu.se  proves,  should  anyone  doubt  it,  that  her  career  has  legs 


elements  of  confusion  and 
uncertainly. 

When  I  came  upon  die  title 
of  this  week’s  Monday  PUey  I 
drought  at  first  that  it  had  been 
commissioned  as  a  piece  of 
advice  to  die  downtrodden  of 
BBC  drama.  In  fact,  IfceTridt 
is  to  Keep  Breaking  (Ratio  4) 
was  simply  the  best  single  play 
to  come  on  the  air  in  a  fang 
tune. 

The  Trick  is'not  an  original 
work,  indeed  it'  came  to  radio 
third-hand.  But  therein  lay 
some  of  its  merit.  It  began  as  a 
novel  by  Janice  Galloway  and 
then  became  a  stage  play, 
adapted  by  Michael  Boyd, 
who  has  reworked  it  for  radio. 

Thestory  isof  Jcy.ateacher  • 
arid  all-round  fairijy  ordinary  T  = 
person,  whose  hie  disinte¬ 
grates  after  her  partner  dies  m 
a  swimming  accident  Joy’s 
stow  slide  into  mental  collapse 
is  mid  using  a  technique  that 
requires  guts  in  any  medium, 
for  she  is  played  by  three 
people  in  order  to  convey  the 
overlapping  complexity  of 
what  is  happening. 

On  stage  there  is  the  advan¬ 
tage  that  the  three  can  be 
delineated  physically.  On 
radio  everything  is  dependent 
on  the  voices  and  the  tech¬ 
niques  available  to  sound  en¬ 
gineers.  It  came  off  brilliantly. 

As  Joy.  Siobhan  Redmond,  1’ 
Jennifer  Black  and  Eddi  Read-  * 
er  swooped  and  roared  and 
whispered,  overlapping  and 
merging  seamlessly.  Tremen¬ 
dous  effort  and  application 
was  here  disguised  as  effort¬ 
less  acting. 

.Peter  Barnard 
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have  to  be  in  the  belief  1  can  be 
good.  I  don’t  want  people 
saying,  ’Well,  not  too  bad 
considering  she's  a  singer/ 
When  I  do  something,  irx  all 
the  way." 

But  does  she.  this  high- 
achiever  with  equally  high 
expectations  of  herself,  ever 
wish  she  were  like  those 
Teddington  mothers  outside, 
absorbed  in  a  world  of  school 
runs  and  domestic  details? 
Dion  smiles.  “Yes,  but  then 
those  women  probably  dream 
of  packing  a  bag  and  travel¬ 
ling  the  world-  I’m  the  one 
who  wanted  this;  I’m  in  con¬ 
trol.  And  when  it  stops  bong 
fan,  I  knerw  l  won’t  be  afraid  to 
just  walk  away.” 
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fundraising  single  Perfect  Day  could  have  been  worse 


5 'have  only  beard  the 

sound  Mice  before.  It  was 
in  a  field  in  Stafford¬ 
shire,  on  a  rather  drizzly 
day.  The  family  had  parked  up 

in  a  country  Lay-by,  and  were 
busy  rekindling  the  ongoing 
war  of  who  took  precedence 
over  the  cup  on  the  Thermos 
flask,  while  the  dog  mooched 
around  ‘he  field  looking  for 
oomska  to  roll  in. 

The  bull  was  pos&g  in  a  far- 
distant  comer  —  chest  flung 
forward,  dribble  oozing  from 
its  chin,  snorting  incoherently. 
The  dog,  being  a  game  old 
bird,  decided  to  have  a  pop 
and  started  cantering  towards 
the  bulL  Like  a  gmy  roast- 
dinner,  the  bull  bolted  for  a 
neighbouring  field,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  jump  a  barbed-wire 
fence  on  the  way.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  the  apex  of  the  leap  did  not 
enable  the  bull  fully  to  dear 

tie  fence,  and  his  bull-parts 
A  snagged  on  a  barb.  The 
sound  was  quite  astmishing 
—  Brian  Blessed  shouting, 
times  Miss  Piggy  going  "Hl- 
YAH!"  to  die  power  of  a 
juggernaut  accidentally  going 
from  fourth  to  first  gear  at  80 
miles  an  hour. 

So  whenever  I  listen  to 
Perfect  Day  and  hear  Heather 
Small  from  M  People  bellow¬ 
ing  “You’re  going  to 
rrrrreeeeeeap  jhuuuwust 
whaaaat  yaw  soaw-wo-wo- 
argh.  yeah!",  I'm  immediately 
transported  back  to  that  driz¬ 
zly  day.  irs  the  sound  of 
^vnethmg  in  unimaginable 
yJn  —  most  probably  die 
small,  sensitive  hairs  in  the 
listener's  inner  ear  —  and  the 
idea  that  Peugeot,  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  BBC  would 
willingly  choose  this  aural 
Hiroshima  as  "their  voice" 
never  ceases  to  astound  me. 

But  then,  the  entirety  of  the 
Perfect  Day  single  —  still  at 
No  1  —  is  pretty  astounding. 
The  fact  that  it*  for  charity 
seems  to  have  dulled  critical 
incisors,  and  made  us  view  it 
through  the  crazy  psychedelic 
glasses  of  codclewarmed 
fools.  Charity  does  do  odd 
things  to  our  rationale:  as  Ben 


WINGLESS  ANGELS 
Wingless  Angels 
(Mind less/ Island  Jamaica 
314-524  447  E  15.49) 

HE  MAY  be  a  rich,  decadent 
su'  erstar.  but  Keith  Richards 
i&fill  one  of  die  brothers  on 
the  street  at  heart  At  least 
that  is  the  message  put  across 
by  Wingless  Angels,  an  extra¬ 
curricular  project  which  for 
the  first  time  brings  to  wider 
attention  a  25-year  association 
between  the  Rolling  Stones 
guitarist  and  a  group  of 
Rastafarian  drummers  and 
singers  from  the  village  of 
Steertown  in  Jamaica. 

The  songs,  which  place  tra¬ 
ditional  chants  such  as  Or 
Mount  Zion  I  and  Roll  Jordan 
Roll  alongside  more  recent 
standards  including  Enjoy 
Yourself  (It's  Later  Than  You 
ink)  and  Rivers  of  Babylon, 
Si  derived  from  old  English 
Protestant  hymns  adapted  as 
a  celebration  of  the  religious 
beliefs  of  the  Rastafarians. 
Richards  calls  the  music  "pre- 


\  YIRTLOSO  WHO | 
Pt AYS  FROM  Till: 
HEART" 
Antonio  Fordone 

ACOUSTIC 

REVENGE 

.■.MOTHER  GEE; r  liil:.1.  CD  MOROM-'G 


Elton  once  rightly  pointed  out, 
had  Hitler  invaded  Raland 
dressed  in  a  chicken  costume 
for  Help  The  Aged,  we’d  have 
given  him  ten  minutes  plug¬ 
ging-time  on  777  Friday  and 
anOBE. 

The  original  Perfect  Day  is  a 
thing  of  simple  grandeur  — 
Lou  Reed'S  smudgy.  HB-pen- 
□1  voice  sketches  the  melody 
with  deft,  graceful  lines.  The 
Kirsty  MacColl/Evan  Dando 
version  from  1905  (you  can 
find  it  on  Galon  —  77ie  Best 
Of  Kii&y  MacColl )  is  equally 
lovely  —  hungover,  ruined, 
voices  hushed  and  regretful. 
As  Lou.  Kirsty  and  Evan 
realised.  Perfect  Day  is  too 


CATTL1N 

MORAN 

poised  and  delicate  to  emote 
hysterically  —  any  vocal  "pas¬ 
sion"  is  akin  to  dressing 
Audrey  Hepburn  in  Versace. 
Perfect  Day  can't  quite  take 
the  weight  of  a  man  with  a 
shaved  eyebrow  pretending  to 
shoot  us  with  his  fingers 
(Huey  from  Fun  Lovin'  Crimi¬ 
nals);  a  woman  wearing 
ruched  curtains  doing  it  opera- 
style  (Lesley  Garrett);  or 
Heather  Small  even  sighing  in 
its  proximity. 

Aside  from  the  perfor¬ 
mances  —  which  aren’t  all 
bad:  Bono.  Evan  Dando  and 
Emmy-Lou  Harris  got  tile 
right  vibe  —  there's  the  con¬ 
cept  of  the  whole  thing  to 
wrestle  with.  Consider  for  a 
moment  stars  from  all  over 
the  world  sing  a  paean  to 
smack,  to  help  crack-babies  in 
Liverpool.  This  is  the  sort  of 
thing  the  Zeus  of  satire,  Chris 
Morris,  used  to  do  on  The  Day 
Today  and  Brass  Eye  —  bid 


now  irs  actually  happening  in 
the  real,  sentient,  walking  and 
breathing  world.  How  much 
more  Post-Modem  can  we  get 
before  the  Western  world  col¬ 
lapses  into  rampant  silliness? 
Imagine  if  Nod  Gallagher. 
Pavarotti,  Enya  and  Lamp 
from  Bang  Bang  Machine  did 
a  cover  of  Slade*  Look  Wot 
You  Dun  in  aid  of  the  Dyslexia 
Foundation. 

Of  course,  heroin  songs 
always  have  that  handy  ambi¬ 
guity  in  them  —  smack  is 
idealised  as  a  nurturing 
woman/mother  figure,  as  in 
The  La's  Then  She  Goes,  or  as 
a  return  to  the  womb  in  Heart- 
Shaped  Bax  by  Nirvana.  This 
imagery  has  allowed  heroin  to 
be  romanticised  in  popular 
music  like  no  other  illegal 
activity-  You  cant  imagine  the 
Stranglers  writing  another 
Golden  -Brown  —  which  I 
thought  until  recently  was 
about  toast  —  about  tax  eva¬ 
sion;  or  tiie  Velvet  Under¬ 
ground  theming  an  album 
around  cock-fighting. 


The  oddest  thing, 
though,  is  that  — 
given  that  you  are . 
armed  with  a  "mute" 
button  for  Heather  Small's 
appearances  -  —  Perfect  Day 
makes  a  wonderful  advert  If 
the  BBC  screened  it,  and 
immediately  afterwards  an¬ 
nounced  they  were  bumping 
the  licence  fee  up  to  £200,  most 
people  would  shrug,  and  say: 
“Well,  you  got  Shane 
McGowan  out  of  the  pub  for 
ten  minutes.  Respect.  Do  you 
take  Switch?  Would  a  tip  be 
appropriate?"  The  mistake 
was  thinking  that  adverts  can 
stand  up  as  artistic  works. 
Jade  Dee’s  dandng  penguins 
are  wonderful  for  30  seconds, 
but  would  make  an  appalling 
feature-length  movie;  and  Oxo 
Fanuly  —  The  Sit-Con,  as  all 
who  have  watched  2.4  Child¬ 
ren  are  aware,  malms  for  a 
voraitous  half-hour. 

Still,  it  is  for  charity.  Lers 
just  hope  that  Heather  Small 
doesn't  push  it,  and  try  to 
invade  Poland  for  Christmas. 


Lou  Reed’s  smudgy  voice  made  the  origmal  Perfect  Day  a  thing  of  beauty — then  along  came  an  allrstar  cast  to  spoil  it  No,  Small  isn't  beautiful 

Be  here  now  -  unless  you’re  the  band 


If  there*  one  thing  missing  from 
the  whole  Oasis  phenomenon,  it* 
a  sense  of  perspective.  Either 
Noel  Gallagher  is  the  King  of  the 
World,  come  to  save  the  planet  from 
imminent  nudear  meltdown  and 
secure  eternal  happiness  and  prosper¬ 
ity  for  all,  or  he's  a  showroom  dummy 
for  the  tabloids,  making  front  page 
news  by  virtue  of  tiie  fact  that  he  ate  a 
burger  in  a  fast  food  restaurant  and 
then  —  wait  for  it  —  went  to  the 
cinema  with  his  wife!  1  am  not  making 

this  up. 

As  for  the  relationship  between 
Oasis*  music  and  a  considered, 
objective  analysis,  well,  h*s  a  tenuous 
one:  they  met  once  or  twice  but 
neither  of  them  can  quite  remember 
where  or  when.  Apologists  will  argue 
that  Oasis  is  about  rhyme,  not  reason: 
about  the  passion  of  the  moment,  not 
the  recollection  in  tranquillity.  In 
other  words,  the  Here  and  Now.  '  - 

Which  brings  us  neatly  to  the 


current  album.  Now 
that  the  dust  has 
settled  after  the  com¬ 
mercial  stampede 
which  followed  the 
release  of  Be  Hen  Now  —  one  of  the 
fastest-selling  albums  of  all  time, 
already  nestling  in  more  than  six 
million  record  collections  —  it  stands 
accused  of  bang  self-regarding,  over¬ 
blown  pomp  rock. 

But  you  won’t  hear  that  from  the 
8,000  young  ’uns  crushed  into  the 
Print.  This  was  the  first  gig  of  a  three- 
night  stint  —  finishing  tonight  — ■ 
sandwiched  between  their  long,  hard 
slog  across  the  Continent  and  their 
impending  UK  dales  (ending  with 
three  concerts  at  Wembley  Arena 
later  this  month).  For  these  green- 
gflfed  'concertgoers,  merely  being 
there  was  a  case  for  celebration.  The 
Gallagher  brothers  only  had  to  turn 
up  and  Dublin  was  theirs. 

Disappointingly,  that*  exactly  die 


way  they  saw  it  too. 
Never  mind  seizing 
p.  the  moment.  Oasis 
&  looked  as  if  they 
were  contemplating 
the  Christmas  TV  schedule  or  per¬ 
haps  weighing  up  Manchester  City's 
chances  of  avoiding  the  drop. 

-  The  most  drama  to  be  had  in  the 
everting  was  tire,  band*  entrance.  A 
brilliant  piece  of  theatre,  they  arrived 
an  stage  from  the  door  of  a  giant  red 
telephone  box,  having  been  ushered 
in  by  an  exoiically  dressed  ringmaster 
sporting  a  top  hat  and  tails. 

There  were  other  elaborate  stage 
props,  all  references  to  the  sleeve 
artwork  of  the  new  album:  a  gigantic 
dock,  a  rotating  globe,  a  section  of  a 
Rolls-Royce  in  front  of  the  drumkit,  a 
parking  meter.  Liam,  with  that  en¬ 
dearingly  loutish  swagger,  had  no 
end  of  fun.  His  party  trick  for  the 
evening  was  to  dimb  up  onto  the 
dock  ledge,  out-stare  tire  audience, 


and  meander  back  to  the  microphone. 
For  diversion  he  would  rattle  his 
tambourine  before  tossing  it  noncha¬ 
lantly  into  tiie  mosh-pit  Meanwhile, 
Noel  kept  his  head  down  for  tiie  most 
part  and  played  his  guitar. 

Be  Here  Now  was  an  ill-judged 
opening  gambit  A  rousing  Stand  by 
Me  was  followed  by  somewhat  per¬ 
functory  renditions  of  Supersonic  and 
Some  Might  Say,  which  deserve  so 
much  better.  Don't  Look  Back  in 
Anger,  though,  is  a  stadium  anthem 
waiting  to  happen  and  didn't  disap¬ 
point  But  Wonderwall,  after  only  two 
years  already  a  timeless  standard, 
was  anonymous,  buried  by  Noel* 
electric  guitar,  which  also  outstayed 
its  welcome  on  tire  self-consciously 
epic  ItSs  Getting  Better  (Man!!)  and 
the  finale  Champagne  Supernova. 

So,  just  another  day  at  the  office  for 
Oasis?  I’m  afraid  so.  Shame. 

Nick  Kelly 


Keith’s  natty  dread 


naim 


reggae,  pre-Jamaican,  really". 

Although  great  care  has 
been  lavished  on  making  the 
album,  it  sounds  more  like  a 
field  recording  than  a  contem¬ 
porary  pop  or  even  reggae 
record.  Eveiything  seems  to 
take  place  at  the  back  of  the 
mix  and  in  slow  motion.  While 
tiie  drummers  beat  out  a 
ragged  tattoo  on  tire  first  and 
third  beats  of  the  bar,  tire 
massed  vocals  lilt  and  sway 
like  a  hammock  in  tire  tropical 
breeze,  a  rousing  blend  of 
approximate  harmonies  slung 
together  with  a  spiritual  fer¬ 
vour  somewhere  between 'a 
gospel  meeting  :uid  a  pub 
singalong. 

The  instrumental  shadings 
are  so  subtle  that  several 
hearings  are  required  before 
ears  attuned  to  the  high  defini¬ 
tion  of  modem  pop  can  adjust 
to  such  lightly  dappled  times. 
But  after  a  while  the  reggae 
bass  lines,  accordion  and  vio¬ 
lin  drones,  and  discreet 
splashes  of  flute,  penny  whis¬ 
tle  and  piano  gradually  reveal 
their  charms. 

Clearly  a  labour  of  lave  for 
all  taking  part.  It  is  rare  to  find 
on  alburn  involving  such  a 
high-profile  artist  mat  is  so 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Tiroes  Music 
Shop  on  0345  023498 


NEW  ALBUMS 


thoroughly  and  plausibly 
steeped  in  ethnic  folklore. 
While  the  Stones  continue  to 
build  their  own  Bridges  to 
Babylon,  here  is -a  fascinating 
detour  from  the  beaten  track. 

YES 

Open  Your  Eyes 

(Eagle  Records  EAGCD013 

£18.49) 

TO  RCHB  EARERS  for  a  curi¬ 
ously  discredited  strand  of 
1970s  progressive  rock.  Yes 
have  long  suffered  from  an 
inability  to  keep  abreast  of 
developments,  so  much  so  that 
even  such  contemporaries  as 
Genesis  and  King  Crimson 
now  seem  forward-looking  by 
comparison. 

Open  Your  Eyes  combines 
elements  of  tiie  “classic”  Yes 
sound  —  lots  of  complex  vocal 
harmonies  led  by  Jon  Ander¬ 
son*  grating  castrate  —  with 


the  heavier,  more  populist 
approach  that  landed  them  a 
handful  of  hits  such  as  Owner 
of  a  Lonely  Heart  in  the  1980s. 
It  is  so  timewarped  it  verges 
on  the  surreal. 

With  Anderson,  Steve 
Howe,  Chris  Squire  and  Alan 
White  on  board  it  is  certainly 
one  of  the  more  authentic  line¬ 
ups  that  Yes  have  fielded  in 
recent  years,  and  tire  album  is, 
for  tire  most  part,  a  disciplined 
effort.  A  shame,  though,  that 
they  had  to  end  it  with  The 
Solution,  which  drifts  in  and 
out  of  the  speakers  like  a  bad 
dream  for  23  stricken  minutes. 

BRYAN  ADAMS 
Unplugged 
(A&M  540  831  £14.49) 
BABYFACE 

M7V  Unplugged  NYC  1997 
(Epic  489069  E13.99) 

THE  days  when  MTV*  Un¬ 
plugged  sessions  provided  a 
relaxed,  impromptu  setting 
for  artists  such  as  Pearl  Jam  ' 


TOP  TEN  ALBUMS 


Spfcworid - — 

Let’s  Tafic  About  Love _ 

Urban  Hymns _ _ 

Best  Of  . . . 

Greatest  Hits - 

Backstreet’s  Back. _ .., 

All  Saints _ _ _ 

Paint  the  Sky  with  Stars... 

Like  You  Do _ _ _ _ 

Left  of  the  Middle _ 


_ Spice  Girls  (Virgin) 

- Celine  Dion  (Epic} 

_ _ Wham!  (Epic) 

- - Eternal  (San 

...Backstreet  Boys  (Jive) 
_.....Afl  Saints  (London) 

- - —  Enya  (WEA) 

„  Lightning  Seeds  (Epic) 


Copyright  C« 


_ Natafle  Imbrugfia  (RCA) 

•  Ague  In  brackets  ctnaes  Aar  week's  posOoa 


and  Aerosmith  to  recast  their 
songs  in  an  acoustic  vein  are 
long  gone.  These  latest  instal¬ 
ments  are  both  major,  set- 
piece  performances  featuring 
new  arrangements  of  (mostly) 
old  songs  that  are,  in  some 
cases,  more  ornate  than  tire 
original  recordings. 

Adams  brings  in  an  orches¬ 
tra  with  disastrous  results  on 
IS  TUI  Die.  But  even  so.  you 
feel  that  most  of  his  songs  are 
strong  enough  to  withstand 
anything  up  to  and  including 
an  oompah-band  treatment 
He  turns  /  Think  About  You 
into  an  appealing  hillbCHy 
stomp  and  adds  touches  of 
mandolin  and  low  whistle  to 
otherwise  familiar-sounding 
epics  including  Cuts  Like  a 
Knife  and  Heaven. 

The  first  sound  on 
Bahyfaoe*  album  is  an  electric 
guitar  played  by  Eric  Clapton, 
who  stylishly  waves  two  fin¬ 
gers  in  the  face  of  the  Un¬ 
plugged  ethos  with  his  slick, 
bluesy  chops  on  Change  the 
World  and  Talk  To  Me.  From 
there  the  album  quickly  turns 
into  a  “special  guests"  love-in 
with  a'  succession  of  over- 
emotional  cameos  from  Stevie 
Wonder  [Gone  Too  Soon; 
How  Come.  How  Long), 
Shanice  Wilson  [Breathe 
Again)  and  others. 

Although  these  collections 
do  boast  a  somewhat  greater 
sense  of  occasion  don  an 
ordinary  live  album,  they 
confirm  the  impression  that 
Unplugged  is  now  more  of  a 
brand  name  than  a  sound. 

David  Sinclair 
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dog  e  Christmas  - 


The  Single 


The  Box  Set 


The  Album 
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Only  If ... 

A  brand  new  mag,  atpttfamedot  the  Royal  Variety  Performance.  CD 
Single  btdudts  CM*  CMia.  Etna’s  Corfk  **nwa  efSOrat  tbgbt. 


A  Box.  Of  Dreams 

Thb  fanny  SCO  baa  set  contains  Enya  ‘scatalogae  piatated  in 
a  nor  rray.  The  CD's  hava  .bem  dnahJ  u  soft  joar  i noad, 
OCEANS  Contains  the  tingles'.  pieces.  CLOUDS  is 

soothing  piano  pieces  nhiJe  STARS  aplorestbe  oav  esoteric 
Enfo.  Utdudes  three  new  stMtgsanelobtBaqfuf  12  pogts  art  paper 
booklet,  coat anting  photographs.  iOnsm^tm and  calligraphj. 


Paint  The  Sky  With  Stars 

Eeya's  best  hoed  iepgp.  iagaberfiribt fast  than.  Badt/da  Orinoco  Row. 
Caribbean  Bine,  Anjwba r  Is  and  nw  new sotqfs.  Inducing  Qniy  If..: 
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ARTS  THEATRE 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  5 1997 


Barbican  highlights:  TorygW's 
concdft  (8pm)  alters  Brush  audwnccs 
ihe  onty  opportunty  this  ysa  to  sampta 
fl»  ftuis  of  the  contnued  coflaborauan 
hBtwoen  the  outsareflnq  Norwagun 
UHQplWMl  Mfl  Gtertjarek  and  the 
dstrtgLtshoa  mediova)  vocafc*;,  the 
H»anJEns«W*>  On  Sunday 
tfiegited  teenage  wcHirna  Sarah 
Chang  dtaptaya  nor  tcmatkflbte  ruratoal 

mNuny  rt  a  reou  featuring  worKa  by 
Mcaan.  Strauss  and  Chapa; 

Barbican.  Srfk  Street.  ECS  10171-638 

38911  IS 

THE  CASTLE  SPECTRE. 

M.  G.  "Monk"  Ltwnb's  most  popular 
play  iron-hearted  pe*.  Abducted 
terare  rescued  tram  ghosts  "Extremely 
icenuoua.  dangerousfy  radical."  sod 
The  Times  ki  1 797.  Ted  Craig  cfirocts  Phil 
WAnatrij  aoapenlan 
WarahouM,  Dingwall  FW.  East 
Croydon  fOiBl  -680*0601  Previews 
lontgrt  3pm.  Opens  tomoron,  epm 
Then  Tu*  6  3Ctom  Wad  Sat  Bpm  Sun 
(Dec  7  and  from  Jan  4).  5pm. 

DAVID  COPPERHElP-  Marttigw 
Franps  adapts  and  dkects  the  Dtctere 
late  tor  his  last  production  as  amulc 
(feeder  Damien  Matthews  plays  David 
Transfers  to  Sheffield  in  Jaruary 
Graamitch  Crooms  H«.  SEI0  [01B1- 
858  77551.  Previews  ham  tnrigtit, 

7  45pm.  Opens  Mon.  7pm.  Than  Morv 
SaL  7  45pm.  mat  Sal,  2  30pm  rrud-week 
mans  from  Dec  11.  venous  ttnres  Q 

MORE  CROM  TALES  A  second 
group  ol  stares  by  the  sane  team  at 
Carol  Arm  Durty  end  TmSuppfe  who 
created  the  ®cc.*xn  1994  show. 
Probably  |ust  as  manreHaiGly  macabre. 
Young  Vic,  SS  The  Cut  London  SET 
|01 71-023  6363]  Opens  tongh*.  7pm. 
Thon  Mon-Sat  at  vanous  times.  Sun 
(Jan  4. 11. 181.4pm  £ 

LONDON  PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA:  Bemaid  Hear*  makes  a 


D  ART:  Ron  Cook.  Nigel  Hams  and 
Mataotm  Stony  «i  tta  exceptionally 
interesting  drama  abort  triendshp. 

unnpoher  (ssontmorr  and  an  almost  a*- 
ivtite  parting 

Wyndham's  Charmg  Cross  Rood. 

WC2  10171-389  173S1  Tue-SaL8pm: 
mnis  Wed.  3pm.  Sat  and  Gun.  Sprn. 

D  CLOSER.  In  Patrick  Marbefs  now 
play,  dreciad  by  hmoeit.  SaDy  Dorter 
and  Lea  Walter.  Daren  Hinds  and 
Ctoe  Omen  piav  strangora  who  lei 
ramantcaly  but  auefy  n  love 
Notional  (Lyttelton),  South  Bank.  SE 1 
(0171  9382253).  TornghL  7  30pm; 
tomorrow.  2  15pm  and  7  30pm  In  rep 

E  CYRANO  DE  BERGERAC:  The 

setaui  RSC  production  horn  Stratford, 
until  Antony  Sher  as  Rostand  s  tragic 
romantic  hero,  ui  London  (dr  e  Rutted 
season.  Gregory  Doran  dtucE 
Lyric.  Shaftesbury  Ave.  W1  (0171-494 
5054)  Mon  SaL  7.30pm;  mats  Wed  and 
SaL  2pm 

B  A  DELICATE  BALANCE:  Eikxm 
Alkms  hauntmgly  dtttog  m  weicame 
revival  ol  Albee's  play  about  marriage, 
parenthood  and  naghbourttnass. 

Maggie  Sntfi  plays  (ha  dnr*  sister 
Anthony  Page  directs 
Theatre  Royal.  Haymarhet.  SW1 
10171-930  8800)  MorvSoL  8pm.  mats 
Wed  and  Sal,  3pm  Q 

□  A  GRAND  NIGHT  OUT:  Watara 
and  Gromit  lake  to  the  stage  Car 
Chnctmas.  pursued  to  London  by  Iho 
Ftengwn.  escaped  from  gaol  and  tent 
on  revenge 

P—rrrrV  Thawtrf  Portugal  StieeL  oh 
kingsuray.  WC2  (0171-4945090).  Mon- 
Sj)  7  30pm.  mat  Sal,  3pm  from  Dec 
19  mats  almost  daily 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  daily  gidd*  to  aft* 

and  wrtortainmmrt 

com  pfled  by  Mailt  Haggle 


welcome  vis>i  to  the  South  Benh  to 
corductiha  LPO  m  a  program™  at 
Briton's  Les  afcffrtrwtons  and  Mshfer's 
Fourth  Symphony.  WBlBw  soprano 

Jam  co  Watson. 

Foxttnd  HaB,  South  Bank.  SEl  (0171- 

980434?)  Sunday.  7 aopm  Q 

ELSEWHERE 

ALDEBURGH:  Pramiera  hem  of  the 
Amenon  director  Francesca  Zarrbekj's 
stagtag  tar  the  Royal  Oparaot 

Bnton  s  Drst  musKHheetre  wor^  f^uf 

Bwiyen  Richard  Htkoa  conducts  a 


A  Bournemouth  concert 

for  diva  Lesley  Garrett 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


■fawny  Kingston's  asataamant 
of  theatre  shaming  to  London 

■  House  full,  returns  only 
B  Some  saete  MeBabie 
□  Seats  at  art  price* 


□  HERITAGE  George  Cote  plays  a 
rnttay  pensroner  n  a  London  retirement 
home,  wah  Tm  Pigott-Smhh  and  Gnen 
Taylor  os  his  son  and  daughter,  each 
adrift  at  a  fene  ol  change  Marti 
Raymem  (feeds  new  prtay  by  Stephen 
Chutdien.  author  ol  TomandCfem 
Hampstead  Theatre.  Swiss  Cottage 
Centre.  NW3  (0171-722  9301).  Mon-Sat. 
Bpm:  mat  Sat.  J  30pm.  £ 

□  AN  BEAL  HUSBAND:  Return  of 
Peter  Hafs  enjoyable  productm 
brimtiJ  ol  deceptions  WthMenm 
Shaw.  Simon  Won!  and  Kale  O'Mara. 
Gielgud,  Sraftesbury  Aw?.  Wi  (0171- 
4945085)  Mon-Sal.  7.45pm;  mats  TTur 
3pm  and  Sat,  4pm 

□  A  LETTER  OF  RESIGNATION. 
Edward  Fox  end  CLare  Hggbs  pliy 
Harold  Macmilan  and  Lady  Dorothy  ii 
Hugh  Wtttemare's  play  about  the  effects 
of  iTu  Protuno  scandal 

Comedy  Theatre.  Parrton  Sheet,  SW1 
(0171-36917311  Mon-SaL  745pm: 
mats  Wed,  3pm  and  Sat  4pm 

□  SCISSOR  HAPPY  Comedy 
whadunrtt  where  the  audence  can  play 
detective  Adapted  by  Ne4  Mtftartey, 

Lee  Svrpson  and  Jm  Sweeney  tan  Ihe 
US  lang-nmer  Stear  Madness. 


out  tod  by  Thomts  Rande  as 
Wffiinger  and  Rater  CofemarhWtighi  as 
iho  Narrator  Thooroducton.  dasigned 
ffttegardBachte-whhOghongby 
wctt&eng  Gabbef,  iransfera  » the 
Shatosbiev,  London,  on  Wednesday. 
Snape  IMHnge.  Suffolk  ((h  728 
453543).  Tomgtrt  and  tomorrow,  750pm 
ranUNGHAU-  Theappnaottvj 
saasontt  festtvhles  oe  heralded  with  a 
performance  by  the  City  of 
Btnntnghron  Choir  and  Orchestra 
(tnnfflht7piT4ofhfflidersmagriflcen( 
oratorio  Messiah.  ChWopher  Robinson 
conducts.  Soloists  Include  Rebecca 
Evana,  Rottn  Btaze.  Janes  Oidey  aid 
Jeremy  HuwVWfams  Repeal 
performance  OTDBoerrtaer  9, 
Symphony  HaB.  Broad  Street  K71 21- 
2123333).© 

A  piaOinstmaB  beat  Is  also  an  offer  for 
daice  kners  hero  «uh  ibe  opening 
tortghi  of  Peter  WrigWa  dazzferg 
thetotcal  production  lor  Btrmlngtam 
Royal  BaDatol  The  Nbtoracfay.  set  to 
Idtakovsk/agtonousacwo. 
Hippodrome.  Hunt  Street  {0121-822 
7488).  Tonight.  7  JOpm  Then  McrvSet 
73tWi:  several  mats.  UnBI  Dec  17;  G 
.  BOURNEMOUTH:  A  3ptarK&d  owning 
of  great  operatic  sods  can  be  savousd 
as  glamoroue  opera  dkaLeeley 
Genoa  gives  a  estreat  performance 
here  She  is  accompanied  by  the 
Bownemouth  Symphony  Orehedra  h  sn 
avtensive  programme  whteh  Indudes 
vroks  by  Morar;  Schubert  and  Lahdr. 
Intemadonaf  Centre,  Exeter  Road 
101202456456)' Tomorrow,  7.30pm; 

LONDON  GALLERIES 
BafUcan:  James  Ensor  (0171-638 
8891)  ..  BrttafcMuseanc Carter 
(0171-323  B525)  '  Hayward:  The 
Modem  SttLrta  (01 71-028  3144] 

. .  NeOmurf  PortrafT  Sir  Hfevy 
Raebum  (0171 -306  0055)  ..  Royal 
Acadomy:  Victorian  Fairy  Painting 
(UI  71-439  7436}  .  TWe:  The  Turner 
Prep  1097  Edabiaon  (0171-687  8000] 


.  Duchess  Catherine  Street  WC2 
(0171-494  50TC).  Man-Fii,  8pm.  Sat 
5  30pm  and  820pm;  mat  Wted. 

230pm 

B  THE  SLOW  DRAG  Jazz  musteaf  by 
Carson  krenza.  taosdy  baaed  on  the 
story  of  Btty  Upton,  a  wonan  who 
passed  ^3  a  rrun  to  find  wort,  as  a  Jazz 
musfOan.  VAth  Lea  Sadovy.  Wrrt 
CnswreJI  and  Christopher  Cokphoun 
WhRchafl  Theatre.  Whitehall.  London 
SW5  (0171-389  17351  Mon-.Thtr.  9pnt 
Fh  and  Set.  7pm  and  9 ,30pm 
□  STRANGER’S  HOUSE  Mary  Poem 
(ft  eels  the  mein  German  pradurtkm  bi 
the  Now  European  Writing  Beeson  Dee 
LofKT'a  play  IbUoits  (he  unfbktng  erters 
after  the  anwai  at  a  Macedonian 
desener  r  a  Gwnan  town 
Royal  Court  Upatoire  (Airfcassadore). 
West  S L  WC2  (0171-565  5000).  T(*1#lt 
and  temonow.  8.45pm.  In  mpertoue 
(Dec  3-5. 7pm.  and  Dec  6. 3  30pm  and 
7pm.- rahaaraed  readfegs  of  new 
German  oomedras.  eome  of  which 
sound  ouberartty  tunny  l 

LONG  RUNNERS 

B  Buddy-  Strati  (0171-9308800) 

...  ■  Grease: cambrfdga pl/i-494 
508(4.  □  An  Inspector  Cafe: 

Garri*  (0171494  5065)  BJesue 
duiet  Superstar  Lyceum  (0171-S6 
1807)  .  ■  Les  MMrafales:  Palace 

(0171-434  0909)  ...  B  Miss  Saigon: 
Drury  Lara  (0171-434  5400) 

BOftveri:  PalacUm  (0171-494  5020) 

.  B  The  Phantom  ot  the  Opera- 
Her  Majesty's  (0171 -494  5400)  . 

H  The  Woman  to  Black:  Fortune 
(0171-8362238) 

IW®!  Mormartcn  stpotod  by  Sooety 
of  London  Theatre 


NEW  RELEASES 


ScraraMBakor  Street  (0i71-> 
Scraaa/Greoii  (0171-226  35 
WUHtoye  B  (09%  38899T 
Chsleee  (0171  -352  5036)' 

10181 -370  6015)  Wamarflg  (0171 
434 J) 

trs  A  WONDERFUL  LIFE  (U)  Fi 
Capra's  AiroteancUsac  icviwxJ 
new  print  VWh  James  Stewr  -t  as  t 
doubting  do-goadet 
Ctephni  Picture  House  (01 71  -4 
33231  Curaoii  West  End  10171  3t 
1733} 

MARIUS  ET  JEANNETTE  (15)  U 
and  Imre  m  Marsofloelrwa 
corcncnon.  weaken  ptal  — 


gore  than 
Hamlet 


There  is  an  awful  lot  of 
entertainment  to  be 
found  in  the  unex¬ 
plored  reaches  of  Eliz¬ 
abethan  drama.  A  lot  of  awful 
writing  too,  often  enough, 
though  not  in  Thomas  Kyd’s 
famous  revenge  tragedy,  con¬ 
sidered  by  some  to  be  the  first 
English  play  of  this  type.  If  the 
inspiration  of  the  score  or  soof 
playwrights  whose  works 
have  survived  had  all  been 
much  of  a  muchness,  we 
might  rate  the'  better  ones 
higher  than  we  do.  Bur  of 
course  there’s .  Shakespeare, 
and  his  charaiders.  are  so 
complex  and  blessed  with  such 
gifts  of  the  gab.  that  the 
characters  dreamt  up  by  his 
lesser  contemporaries  seem,  af 
best  three-quarters  baked. 

So  here  are  the  tragic  events 
in  the  last  days  of  old 
Hieronimo.  who  despairs  of 
justice  from  his  sovereign,  sees 
no  sign  of  it  coming  from 
heaven  above,  and  therefore 
takes  it  upon  himself  to  avenge 
the  murder  of  his  son.  Alter 
doubting  and  delaying  — 
hence,  perhaps,  his  influence 
upon  the  character  of  Hamlet 
—  he  devises  a  grim  little  play 
in  which  his  dun  enemies  are 
cunningly  slain,  and  he  him¬ 
self  bites  out  his  own  tongue. 
Two  others  die  in  the -slaugh¬ 
ter.  and  his  son's  decaying 
body  is  also  revealed,  hanging 
from  the  nee  where  he  was 
murdered.  Even  the  corpse- 
strewn  dose  of  Hamlet  is  less 
awash  with  Mood. 

Michael  Boyd’s  direction 


’ll- 

,1  ' 


leaves  the  main  area  of  the 
stage  bare,  but  beyond  a  heavy 
crimson  curtain  —  which  :  ' 
comes  hurtling  down  like  a 
guillotine  30  feet  wide  —  thef-- 
cast  are  sometimes  seen  sitting 
as  if  in  a  group  portrait,  or-  - 
Tom  Piper’S  design  hfoigs’" 
swinging  planks  there  to  rep-;< . 
resent  die  hated  trees.  The 
movements  of  the  actnrs  echo 
this  alternation  between  the. 
frozen  and  the  giddy.  In  one  - 
scene  the  injured  Bd-lmperia 
tries  to  twist  away  from  her 
wicked  brother,  onlookers 
move  in  a  shadowy  circle  ~ 
around  them;  and  in  the  outer 
reaches  of  the  maelstrom  are 
we.  the  audience. 

The  play's  start  is  awkward. . 
never  explaining  why  the 
ghost  of  Don  Andrea  (Patrice*  - 
Naiambana),  once  pledged  to 
Bel-lmperia.  now  killed  in. 
war,  should  seek  revenge. 
Revenge  is  personified  as  a.T 
cowled  monk,  eventually  iderK 
tilled  as  Hieronimo.  though*, 
this  makes  only  a  partial: 
sense.  Peter  Wight,  .resem¬ 
bling  a  younger,  sprightiier ... 
Vaughan  Williams,  can  make  ■' 
Hieronimo.  lode  distressed, 
but  there  are  only  about  a 
dozen  lines  where  the  words 
open  up  the  agony  of  his  loss. 
The  result,  with  rhetoric  now 
out  of  fashion,  is  a  perfor- 


Vv 

"X. 


Eyes  ah|awg  Siobhan  Redmond  as  Betlmperia  with  Patrice  Naiambana  (Don  Andrea) 


mance  where  an:  able,  actor, 
endeavours  *to  create  flesh 
from  blood  and  straw. 

Robot  Gleruster’s  murder¬ 
ous  Lorenzo' is  impressively 
sinister,  and  while  his  cackles 
of  laughter  go  over  the  top,  foe 


smile  that  bares  just  his  upper 
incisors  turns  him  into  a  toiler 
weasel.  But  foe  best  perfor¬ 
mance  comes  from  Siobhan 
Redmond*  Bel-lmperia,  cour¬ 
teous,  crisply  articulate,  su¬ 
perbly  self-possessed. 


elegantly  erotic,  playfully  iron¬ 
ic  disaster  turns  her  into  a 
broken  doll,  but  her  eyes  still 
blaze.  She  would  make  a 
sensational  Duchess  of  Malfi. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


Ease  into 
cabaret 


COMEDY 


THE  timing  is  less  than  ideal.  'Just 
when  Steve  Coogan  is  making  us 
cringe  at  the  TV  misadventures  of  Alan 
Partridge  on  Monday  nights,  the  cut- 
price  antics  of  the  Australian  crooner 
and  B-Iist  celebrity  Bob  Downe  are,  at 
first  sight,  bound  to  appear  one¬ 
dimensional.  There  are  only  so  many 
times  you  can  get  away  with  mangling 
Ffy  Me  To  The  Moon  or  Those  Lazy- 
HazyCrcuy  Days  of  Summer. 

Yet  anyone  who  has  sat  through  a 
substandard  cabaret  act  —  this  re¬ 
viewer’s  mind  goes  back  to  foe  grim 
spectacle  of  former  pop  star  Dean 
Friedman  dying  a  slow  death  at  foe 
Cafe  Royal  —  will  appreciate  the 
nuances  of  Downed  routines.  There  is, 
in  the  end,  more  to  his  show  than  an. . 
egregious  sense  of  pitch.  The  jarring  “ 
bonhomie,  the  obsessive  name-drop¬ 
ping,  the  barely  restrained  glint  of 
panic  behind  foe  fixed  smile:  Downe 
captures  it  all. 

The  obvious  point  of  comparison  is 


with  his  illustrious  compatriot.  Dame 
Edna.  Downed  creator.  Mark 
Trevorrow,  does  not  quite  possess  her 
capacity  for  gleeful  malice,  but  his 
blend  of  ingratiating  patter  and  unfet¬ 
tered  ego  is  just  as  compelling. 

For  ms  Christmas  show  he  could  not 
have  -chosen  a  more  suitable,  venue 
than  the  Talk,  of  London,  ,foe  ageing 
loLfoge-Uzarcftf  haunt  off  Drttry 'Labe;1 
Why  spentfmbney  on  an  expensively 
tasteless  Seventies  set  when  you  can 
prance  and  skip  beneath  the  room’s 
enormous  plastic  chandelier?  DowntfS 
safari  shirts  and  gaudy  kaftans  are. 
perfectly  at  borne  here. 

The  quality  of  the  humour  is 
sometimes  as  erratic  as  his  dress  sense. 
In  the  first  half  especially,  foe  jokes 
had  a  habit  of  stumbling  before  the 
punchline.  But  Downe’5  satire  grew 
ever  sharper  as  the  evening  pro¬ 
gressed.  New  Zealanders  stood  in  for 
Irishmen  in  the  ethnic  stakes;  he  even 
added  a  throwaway  impersonation  of 
Cleo  Lame  that  was  scarily  accurate. 

A  lazier  exponent  of  kitsch  would 
.  have  taken  oover  behind  wall-towall 
medleys  of  easy-listening  classics. 
Downe  uses  the  backing  tapes 
sparingly  enough,  his  voice  veering  in 
mid-sentence  from  Antipodean  Des 
O’Connor  to  a  strangulated  Elvis 
Presley.  You  would  have  had  to  be  a 
ssid  specimen  indeed  to  want  to  buy  the 
Greatest  Hits  album  on  sale  in  the 
foyer,  but  Downe  in  the  flesh,  hairpieoe 
and  all,  is  difficult  no  resist 

Clive  Davis 


Passion 
well  spent 


RECITAL 


FOR  any  singer,  Schubert’s  Winter- 
raise  is  a  lifetime's  work.  It  is,  in  the 
eyrie’s  own  words,  a  journey  from 
which  there  can  be  no  return.  In  foe  six 
years  of  his  career  so  for.  the  young 
tenor  Ian  Bostridge  has  gone  further 
along  the  desolate  road  than  most  He ' 
has  sung,  written,  sung  again,  dis¬ 
cussed.  written  some  more,  and  even 
made  a  film  of  the  song  cycle. 

Wednesday's  performance  had 
grown  immeasurably  even  from  his 
last:  it  was  almost  as  if  Bostridge,  like 
Schubert’s  wanderer,  could  have  be¬ 
lieved  his  hair  to  have  turned  grey  in 
the  interim.  Indeed,  there  were  times 
when  Bostridge  as  singer-self  and 
Bostridge  as  poetic  persona  seemed 
well-nigh  inseparable.  He  would 
haunt  the  entire  stage,  at  times  pacing 
restlessly,  at  times  making  pauses  for 
rest  and  lor  water.  By  foe  time  he  had 
reached  Mut  [Courage),  the  third  song 
from  foe  end,  it  was  as  if  he  had  to  will 
himself  on. 


This  oould  well  have  been  the  case; 
Winterreise  makes  huge  and  unremit¬ 
ting  demands  on  even  the  most  robust 
voice.  But  this  exhaustion  was  also  a 
numbness  of  the  soul  An  entire 
complex  of  human  emotion  had  been 
traversed  throughout  this  hour  and  a 
half  —  until  all  passion  was,  indeed, 
spent. , 

The  breadth  of  human  experience 
expressed  within  even  a  single  song 
was  remarkable.  Nothing  was  im¬ 
posed:  every  flicker  of  emotion  was  a 
realisation  of  something  already  em¬ 
bedded  within  Schubert’s  setting  of 
Muller  words.  Within  the  sustained 
melodic  sigh  of  his  first  song  there  was 
a  raw,  lovelorn  ache;  a  glimpse  ofrt 
fugitive  beauty  in  foe  shadows  cast  by?* 
the  moon:  a  whispered  tenderness  — 
while  Julius  Drake's  fingers  did  the 
walking. 

Such  a  loaded,  high-risk  perfor¬ 
mance  draws  to  itself  inevitable  mis¬ 
calculations.  The  flood  of  tears  in 
Wasserflul  threatened  to  drown  the 
voice  in  a  tempo  just  too  slow  for 
comfortable  support  And  too  much  in 
Drake's  piano  playing  was  thrown 
away  or  smudged.-  dearer  rhythmic 
definition  and  voicing  of  inner  parts 
would  have  provided  more  focused 
suppori- 

But  this  was  a  remarkable  evening. 

A  performance  such  as  this  cannot  be 
repeated,  but  Bostridge  will  sing  foe 
cycle  again  next  Wednesday.  Queue  all  L' 
night  if  you  have  to. 

Hilajry  Finch 


OPERA  &  BALLET  |  THEATRES 


OOUSBM  0171 632  6300  B4N) 
Gqa  (10+)  0000  614 903 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  BALLET 
Derm  Deane's  New  Produtawi 

THE  NUTCRACKER 

MavSot  730pm.  WhdXSai 
MflT 230pm  lito  Ron  £7  50 

COUSEUM  0171 632  83QC 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPt  JA 
Toil  730  EUGENE  ONEfflH 
Timor  230  &  730  THE  MAGIC 
Rim _ 


THE  B0IAL  OPERA 

Be*  0ft* 0171 304  4000 
attaSMtooburyll «atra 
BocOft*  0171 379  53® 
WteteafeoaroMfetem 
ncftMiBW  on  0171 957  4020 
Torn  Torrar  730 
I.8AHSCREDISMGUA 
KMofMMMi 

won  laughter”  Times 

Wed  pot  NigNJ.-nw  730 

PAULBUNTAN _ 


COMEDY _ 

LONDON  ARENA  DOCKLANDS 

0171 538 12I2CC 
(3*13)  420 12133M4M4 

EDDIE  1ZZASD 
LIVE  A  ON  SCREEN 

ONE  NIGHT  ONLY 

PrmteZI 


To  advertise  in 
this  section 
please  call  the 
Entertainments 
Team  on 

0171 
680  6222 

or  fax 

0171 


ADELPM 

cc  Mn(pt*Q  fee)  344 0055 
‘A  show  to  dta  Cm' Teugnpn 
•Dripping  «Mi  stylo'  Enprets 

CHICAGO 

THE  MUSICAL 

RUTME  UTE 

HEMSHALL  LEUPBi 


ALBERT 388 1730344  4«4 
Totfl  be  fencing  oa  ah*  OJi 

STEPPING  DOT 

THE  MEW  MUSICAL 
Toping  ■  «ch  vein  of  pf  Urate 
TPS  THE  FULL  MONTY  WITH 

TAPPERS^LnTHUNGPDMr 

•JUST  WOM3ERFUL'  klKUb 


•  ill,  '  lll  '-fi'  ui-  C.-.uM 


Toaftnfeein 

entehtawmenis 

Tet  01 71 680 6222 
a  toe  0171 481 9313 


CRnmOH  389 1737B44  4444 

BED0CED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 


APOLLO  LABATT3  htomMontii 
01 7141£ 5022 QC 01 71 4200000 
3*4  4444 JbtolNf 
LAST  CHANCE  TOSS 

HVERDANCE 

"IMS  CENTURY 
LAST  8  WEEKS  MUST  B0 10  JAN 
UcrvSat  &  WM&Stt  UttsiSO 
ONn/SMMBtantftr 
ns  a 


5*0  tee)  Sps 01 71 41660960171 
312 1997/ 0800 814003 
nSNETS 


GARRICK  0171 494  5085/312 16BV 
491 5389  pH  Hg  fee) 
Gm*»01TT4M5454 

Wtooetof  «  MM  in  Awnli 

Tha  Royal  NattOMl'DMti* 

Productim 

PtPMLUER 

ALBONRSKE  JOHNBARDQN 

jBftteflayff 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

•*TMtog_MuBt  to  inT  □  MM 
"TWo  bout  mUrNteig,  tiniy 
•tuqnfag  drama”  D.Tei  * 
Moofrt  7.45,  Sat  5L00&&1& 

Wad  ml  230  _ 


GIELGUD  49*5066  Wo  fee) 
E«7.45Mte8ThwaSte4 
HE  RETBR  HALL  COMPANY 
MARTIN  SHAdTAJof' MY  Pod 
KateOMn  SknonWftd 

Ucftad  Danteon  OUfcteGtay 

Uadefeta  Potter  Wctott  Hasted 
OSCAR  VWJ3ESCLAS9CC0MBW 


NOWBUTS 


CAMBRIDGE  50BQUT6  6080 
344  <444/420 OTO  (+  UglBB) 
Qtxps <84  5*54 
4168075/4133321/065538 


DUCHESS  BCI/CC  24  (13017149* 
5075  494  5388/3*4  4444  |£l  gov 
ti*tfaps@+J«in  4345454 

SCISSOR  HAPPY 

•StMlahsol  Uugtder*  S-Tmas 
•men  ntf  Miring*  flan*  Sonter 
Trmta'TtieGuaKtoA 
Man - ft  tem.  Sal 530&&30pn. 
Mats  Wed  zacem,  Ms  lromE750 


Vlclorto  Paton  0171 834 1317, 420 
0000, 344  4444,  Arneeteg  gpu>  rates 
<33  (BOO.  4133321 
SPECIAL  HOLIDAY 


•  i  ny  ■. : 


CC  01 71 3*4 4444 
•EDWARD  PCXaMaenB 
fcoritetarca’ESai 
■CLARE  HIGGINS  MeHan 

inHushWiiBnaa's 

A  LETTER  OF 


PORTUEBO&CCOT71  B36 
22380128033/494  S38B 
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University 

of  Durham 


DURHAM  UNIVERSITY  BUSINESS  SCHOOL 


The  Booker  Chair  in  Retail  Marketing 

Salary  on  the  Professorial  Scale 


v  reCord  ^scholarship,  appropriate  qualifications  and  resaarch 
rntOMB.  you  will  be  expected  to  cndattaka  resrairii.  nwrTitngamt  HwnHww  th* 
«piw»ram  to  ra^il  marketing  in  genaal  and  to  the  etntegic  development  oftlia 


renewed  for  a  further  period.  '  K«£  C04« 

Senior  Lecturer  in 
Human  Resource  Management 

£29,380*  £33,202 

<«***&**«**  of  research  within  the  befaevtouxal  fidances  and 
US. “Si-?1 b“h.«»tenically  and  professionally  qualified  within  this  broad  am 
rararground  in  ana  of  the  core  academic  disciplines  in  »h«  Yoo  will 
“hQnUnat1e  Ok,  School's  existing  research  in  HRM/D,  play  a  brad  role  in  the  devekramenl 
«QCTPUa  within  this  area  and  malm  a  cnirtTihurtm  m  it™  Sriw.1-*  tanrhtne  m 

sppointaenl  may  be  to  a  Hwfr  for  a  candidate  of  exceptional  Quality. 


Senior  Lecturer  in  Strategic  Decision  Making 

£29^80  •  £33^02 

Yoo  will  be  educated  to  PhD  level,  possibly  with  an  MHA  and  will  have  a  background  in 
the  behjvicmral  sciences.  The  soncessfal  randldaio  will  be  research  active,  with  a  good 
track:  record  of  research  and  teaching  in  the  field  nf  utiaii^  dwiiiGB  p^ytngi  will  lie 
responsible  for  the  development  of  the  School's  research  activities  in  this  area  »»d  will 
make  a  contribution  to  the  School's  MBA  programmes.  Refc  A7Z4B 

Lecturer  in  Information  Systems/ 

Information  Technology 

£16,045  -  £27,985 

Yon  should  be  PhD  qualified,  have  a  nnmhwr  of  years'  experience  *  garbing  is  and  jx 
at  MBA  level  and  be  able  to  demonstrate  a  record  of  relevant  published  research. 

Hie  ability  to  teach  in  other  areas,  soch  as  operations  mnm^yurwawt  would  be  a 
distinct  advantage.  Re£  A72SB 

informal  enquiries  can  be  made  to  Professor  Tony  Cnckerfll,  Director  of  DUBS  on 
0191 374  2200  or  n  mail-  Tdny.CocimQWdnrhaPLac  nk 

Further  details  may  be  obtained  from  Ibc  Director  of  Personnel,  University  of 
Durham.  Old  Sore  BalL  Durham  DHl  3HP  (td:  0101  374  7258;  fine  0101  374  7253 
ore-mail:  Acud.RacruifdiirliaBLac.uk) 

dosing  date  for  all  poats:  12  fannary  1998.  Phase  quote  appropriate  reference. 


INVITATION  FOR  APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  ROLE 
OF  EXTERNAL  REVIEWER  OF  COMPLAINTS 

The  Teacher  Training  Agency  (TTA)  invites  applications  for  the  post  of  External  Reviewer.  The 
successful  applicant  will  review,  on  request,  complaints  made  against  the  TTA  and  will  be 
independent  of  the  Agency. 

Candidates  should  have  experience  of  the  following  areas:  lunding  bodies,  higher  education 
and  preferably,  arbitration.  The  appointment  will  be  for  an  initial  fixed  period  of  three  years. 
The  workload  win  vary  but  it  is  not  expected  to  exceed  ten  days  per  annum.  A  daily  fee  will  be 
paid  and  travel  and  other  expenses  will  be  met. 

The  Teacher  Training  Agency  has  a  central  role  in  the  Government’s 
drive  to  raise  standards  in  schools.  Established  in  1994,  it  aims  to 
improve  the  quality  of  teaching,  raise  standards  of  teacher  training  m  Sgm  \ 
and  promote  teaching  as  a  profession,  Km  9t  Teacher 

_ _ _ Training 

FOr  further  Information  and  an  application  form,  please  call  GUY  LONGHORN  \  AgencyJ 

on  0171  273  6194,  or  write  to  Wra  at  the  Department  for  Education  and  Employment, 

Level  5,  Caxton  Hou8e,6-12TottiBI  Street,  London,  SW1H  SNA. 

Completed  appficatlon  forms  should  be  returned  with  a  CV  by  Friday  9  January  1998. 


Teacher 

Training 

Agency; 


MANCHESTER  HIGH 
\  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 


°«  ro*w 


HEAD 


The  Governors  invite  applications  for  the 
Headship  of  the  School,  which  becomes 
vacant  on  1st  September  1998, 
following  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  Diggoiy  as  High  Mistress 
of  St  Paul's  Girls’  School. 

Particulars  of  the  appointment  can  be 
obtained  from 
The  Clerk  to  the  Governors, 
Manchester  High  School 
for  Girls,  Grangethorpc  Road, 
Manchester  M14  6HS. 
Telephone  0161-224  0447 

The  closing  date  for  the  receipt  of 
applications  is  Friday  January  23  rd. 


EASTER  REVISION 


UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


RESEARCH 

STUDENTSHIPS 


A-LEVEL  &  GCSE 


CfcerweB  Tutors 
Grey&iwa 
Oxford  OKI  1LD 


POSTS 


Scope  (formerly  The  Spastics  Society)  is  the  UK’s  largest  charity  working 
with  disabled  people.  We  exist  to  enable  men.  women  and  children  with 
cerebral  palsy  and  associated  disabilities  to  claim  their  rights,  lead  full  and 
rewarding  lives  and  play  a  full  part  in  society. 


Meldreth  Manor  School  is  a  Residential  School  for  100  pupils  with  physical  disabilities, 
severe  or  profound  and  multiple  learning  difficulties  aged  6-19  +  years  of  age.  The 
school  implements  a  pioneering  inter-disdplinary  staffing  structure  involving  some 
300  people  ro  deliver  an  integrated  education  across  the  whole  of  the  school.  This 
structure  is  being  augmented  with  these  new  roles  with  effect  from  January  1998. 

Senior  Teacher/Assessment  Officer 

£25,283  per  annum 

We  are  looking  for  an  enthusiastic  and  well-motivated  person  for  this  new  post  as 
an  Assessment  Officer.  You  will  oversee  ail  aspects  of  assessment  and  preparation  of 
effective  educational  programs  and  care  plans,  and  be  a  leading  professional  advising 
on  best  practice  in  the  aspect  of  Special  Education.  Experience  of  pupils  with  a  visual 
impairment  or  with  severe  or  profound  and  multiple  learning  difficulties  would  be 
desirable.  Teacher’s  conditions  apply  on  call  duties. 

You  will  need: 

•  Teacher  with  extensive  knowledge  and  experience  of  Special  Needs 
(Min  three  years) 

•  Developed  leadership  qualities 

•  Experience  of  team  working  and  team  development 

•  Sound  organisational  skills 

•  Commitment  to  staff  training  and  staff  guidance  development 

Domestic  Bursar/Site  Manager 

£19,449  per  annum  (new  role  subject  to  job  evaluation) 

With  this  new  post  we  require  a  skilled  team  member  who  will  cake  lead  responsibilities 
for  organisation  of  premises,  grounds  maintenance,  catering  services,  domestic  services 
and  transport  services. 

You  will  need: 
e  Proven  leadership  skills 

•  Five  years  management  experience 

•  Presentation  skills 

•  Ability  to  work  on  projects,  research,  analysis,  recommend  solutions 

•  Report  writing 

•  Demonstrable  knowledge  in  one  or  more,  of  the  following  service  areas:  property 
and  building,  catering  and  domestic  and  residential  hospitality. 

•  5  weeks  paid  holiday  apply. 

For  further  details  and  an  application  form  please  contact:  The  Head  Teacher, 
Meldreth  Manor  School,  Fenny  Lane,  Meldreth,  Roysron,  Herts.  SG8  6LG. 

Tel:  01763  260771.  CVs  will  not  be  accepted. 

Closing  date  for  applications:  22nd  December  1997. 

Interviews  will  be  held  early  in  January  199S. 

We  welcome  applications  from  people  unth  disabilities  and 
j  are  committed  to  Investors  in  People. 

Putting  Pupils  First 

jk  ^  ^  r  We  are  committed  to  equal  opportunities. 

IO«  rtoni  WITH  tXKnWAt  rAlSY  bcavred  Ouro?  NO-2M2J1 


THE  UNIVERSITY  of  LIVERPOOL 

James  Bibby  Chair  of 
Engineering  Manufacture 

The  Faculty  is  seeking  to  strengthen  its  research  interests  in  aspects  of 
engineering  which  relate  to  manufacturing  and  wishes  to  fill  the  James 
Bibby  Chair  of  Engineering  Manufacture  in  the  Department  of 
Engineering  on  or  before  the  retirement  of  Professor  W  M  Steen  in 
September  1998.  Among  the  existing  activities  which  we  are  keen  to 
develop  are  laser  engineering,  aerospace  engineering,  manufacturing 
technology  and  materials  processing.  The  successful  candidate  would 
enjoy  substantial  support  within  a  department  whose  research  groups  were 
rated  5*,  5  and  4  in  the  recent  1996  RAE  exercise.  He/she  would  be 
expected  to  provide  world-class  research  leadership,  to  foster  and  further 
enhance  dose  links  with  industry,  government,  the  EU  and  other  research 
groups  m  the  Faculty  of  Engineering,  and  to  develop  postgraduate  and 
postexpcricnce  courses  in  the  disapline.  Salary  negotiable. 

Informal  enquiries  may  be  made  to  the  Head  of  Department,  Professor 
D  J  Bacon  (djbacon01ivac.uk,  0151  794  4661)  or  die  Dean,  Professor 
PJ  Goodhew  (deaneng01ivac.uk,  0151  794  4920) 

Quote  Ref:  B/852/T  Closing  Date  9th  January  1998 


Farther  particulars  and  details  of  the  application  procedure  may  be 
requested  from  die  Director  of  Personnel,  The  University  of  Liverpool, 
Liverpool  L69  SBX  on  0151  794  2210  (24  far  answerphone) 
or  via  email:  jobs^ffivacuk 


WORKING  TOWARDS  KOl/.U.  OPPORTUNITIES 


TRINITY  HALL, 
Cambridge 

Nightingale  Studentships 

PhD  Research  in  the  Field  of 
Mental  Health 


Trinity  Hall  invites  applications  for 
the  above  Studentships,  whkh 
were  established  in  memory  of  the 
late  Michael  Nightingale,  a 
member  or  the  College  who  died  in 
1991,  and  are  frmded  from  his 
bequest.  They  are  open  lo  all 
qualified  graduates,  of  whatever 
university  and  whatever  nationality, 
who  wish  to  conduct  doctoral 
research  at  Cambridge  lor  are  already 
engaged  in  such  research)  in  the  field 
of  mental  health. 

ll  would  be  a  condition  of  the 
award  of  the  Nightingale  studentship 
that  the  successful  applicant  be 
admitted  as  a  postgraduate  research 
student  by  the  Board  of  Graduate 
Studies  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge  and  be.  or  become,  a 
member  of  Trinity  Hall.  Preference 
will  be  given  to  applicants  who  wish 
to  conduct  research  into  the  operation 


of  the  Court  of  Protection,  fats  the 
College  is  prepared  lo  consider  any 
topic  that  falls  within,  or  is 
appropriately  related  to,  the  field  of 
mental  health  law. 

The  amount  of  the  grant 
(including  fees  and  majmiwiw  ad 
reasonable  research  costs)  will  be  at 
full-cost  leveL  Studentships  may  be 
held  for  up  lo  three  yean  (with  effect 
from  1  October  1998). 

Application  (atm  and 
further  particulars  may  fee 
obtained  from:  The  Mafer, 
Trinity  HaB,  Cambridge  CB2 ICL 
Enquiries  may  he  made  by  paat,  fay 
fax  (01223  462116)  ar  fay  Ml 
(dlc240nnn.ar.nfc)  but  nut  by 
telephone.  The  dub(  Arte  fa r 
receipt  of  the  auffabi 
application  forms  is  31  Hindi 
1998.  Reuse  quote  RflNSflBA 


THE  UNIVERSITY 
of  LIVERPOOL 


Department  of  Electrical  Engineering  and  Electronics 
Centre  for  Intelligent  Monitoring  Systems  (QMS) 

Research  Assistant 

Initial  salary  within  the  range  £15,159  -  £16,927  pa 
Applications  are  invited  from  graduates  to  work  within  the  newly  established 
Centre  on  new  sensing  techniques  for  monitoring  liquid  fuel  for  aviation 
applications.  The  research  is  being  sponsored  by  a  major  UR  aviation 
organisation  and  is  tenable  for  one  year  in  the  first  instance. 

Informal  enquiries  may  be  made  to  Professor  G  R  Jones,  Director  of  the 
Centre  on  0151  794  4523. 

Quote  Ref:  B/850/T  Closing  Dale:  22  December  1997 


Further  particulars  and  details  of  the  application  procedure  may  be 
requested  from  the  Director  of  Personnel,  The  Ufriveraity  of  Liverpool, 
Liverpool  L69  SBX  on  0151  794  2210  (24  hr  answerphone) 
or  via  enuakjabs@tiv.ac.uk 


WORKING  TOWARDS  KOI  AL  OPPORTUNITIES 


INDEPENDENT 

EDUCATION 


CHRISTMAS 

REVISION 


JANUARY  START 


EASTER  REVISION 


EASTER 
REVISION 
at  CATS 

With  examinations  fast  approaching,  an 
intrusive  programme  of  revision  and  exam  ; 
preparation,  in  «mall  groups,  helps  students 
succeed  at  GCSE  and  A-Level. 

For  father  information  plane  contact: 

01223  314431 

CATS  Round  Church  Street  Cambridge  CBS  SAD 


A  Level  &  GCSE 

Christmas 

Revision 


2NS1NGT0N,  LONDON 


King's  College  School 

Wimbledon  CornrnonJSW194TT 

Sixth  Form  Entry  1998 

for  boys  bora  between  1.9.81  and  31-8.82 
HMC  720  boys ,  300  in  Sixth  Form 
KCS  regularly  admits  a  small  number  of  well-qualified  boys  after 
GCSE  and  now  invites  applications  for  next  September. 
Scholarships  may  be  offered  to  boys  of  outstanding  promise.  These 
have  a  maximum  value  of  50%  of  the  tuition  fee  bat  urtrfififri 
means-tested  bursary  assistance  may  also  be  available. 

For  further  details  about  entry  in  September  1998,  please  comm 
The  Registration  Secretary  0181 255  5352 
KCS,  registered  charity  no.  310024.  exists  to  provide  education  for  ddUrm. 


A  Level  &  GCSE 

January 

Start 

Duff  Miller  has  a  limited  T 
number  of  places  ( 
available  at  GCSE 
and  in  the  sixth  form  ::; 
for  January  1998.  J 

Applications  are 
welcomed  from  students 
who  wish  tc  continue  their';.  ; 
studies  in  a  rigorous  and  G 
supportive  environment  v 


KENSINGTON.  LONDON; 
Telephone  0171  225  0577 


COURSES 


www.lifalonglearning.co.uk 


FREE  YOUR  POTENTIAL  WITH 
A  CAREER  DEVELOPMENT  LOAN. 


j'iV'hi  . •  v 


READY  TO  CHALLENGE 
CONVENTIONAL 
WISDOM? 


SHEFFIELD  BUSINESS  SCHOOL'S  PART-TIME  MBA 
STARTS  IN  JANUARY  AND  SEPTEMBER  1998 


Our  pan-time  MBA  course  inspires 
creative,  innovative  thinking  in  state-of- 
the-art  surroundings. 

The  course  emphasises  communication, 
leadership  skills  and  adaptability.  It  s 
also  been  designed  to  give  your  career  a 
boost  by  fully  developing  management 
as  a  skfll,  as  well  as  enhancing 
functional  knowledge.  What  s  more, 
ever*  though  ours  is  a  stimulating, 
friendly  and  approachable  learning 
environment  which  regards  you  as  an 
asset  as  well  as  a  ‘learner,  there  is 
ample  opportunity  for  ‘acnon  in  the 
workplace’  which  benefits  students  and 
employers  alike. 

VTe’re  here  to  fit  around  war  time. 
Either  day  release,  evening  and  weekend 


or  block  weekend  (only  block  weekend 
for  the  January  start). 

Please  ring  01 14  253  2820  for 
further  information  about  our  part-time 
MBA  and/or  the  full-time  MBA 
programme  and  a  range  of  specialist 
MSc  courses. 

H-'ti  be  the  best  career  decision 
you  ever  made. 

Ailemanvdy,  contact  our  Programme 

Support  Office  The  Business  and 

Information  Technology  Centre 

Sheffield  Business  School 

Sheffield  HaHain  University  City  Campus 

Pond  Street  Sheffield  SI  iVFB 

Fax  0114  253  29S0 

E-mail  sbspgdinjo \ji,shu.  ac.  uk 

Vebrld  aide  aeb  htip:.:zszszc.shu.ac.uki 


Sheffield 
Business  School 

Education  far  business  and  the  professions 


!• 

V  V 

“  V- 

U.  '4- 

•a-" 

£•2 

The  University  of  Reading 


The  Management  Unit 


22  MONTH  PROGRAMME  FOR  BUSY  MANAGERS 

The  University  of  Reading  Open  Learning  MBA  has  been  specially  designed  for  experienced 
qualified  managers.  Subject  to  meeting  out  admission  criteria,  you  will  be  exempt  from  the 
18  month  Diploma  Programme  and  eligible  for  our  22  month  MBA. 

The  Programmes  offer 

a  Flexibility  *  Work  related  assignments  •  Monthly  practical  workshops 
■  Full  tutorial  support  •  Updatable  modules  •  Continuous  assessment 
•  Frequent  start  dates  throughout  the  year 

Other  Programmes  include: 

*  Certificate  and  Diploma  in  Management  •  3  &  5  month  MBA  modules. 

Why  not  attend  one  of  our  FREE  introductory  workshops? 

For  iron  details,  please  contact 

The  Management  Unit  The  (Jnnrartrty  of  Reading,  Budding  22,  London  Road, 

Reading  SGI  SAQ.  Tel:  01 18931 3180  (24  Mrs).  Fete  0118S31 6539. 

E-Maibllllgt4Jnit6nadirgMe.uk  URL  httptfmiMJdgMCjddMGT 


COURSES 


Bra  To  Mate  I 
£304)00  DA  | 
Freelance  Writing  I 

See  also  Media  Sales  8 
Call:  0800371500  I 
MORRIS  1 

COLLEGE  OP  JOURNALISM 
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QUALITY  OFFICE 
SKILLSTRAINING 

•  KlTBOUMM,  V4V.  S/HanO 

■  Emeu  access,  Powroonr 
&  pASSSum 

■  ComnjMCATKw  Sum 
A  Cabzxr  PBEpuunu 

•  Omn  sssr  «BAuncuxm 

W  9UU  TUTORED  ttotro 

•  Next  Seutt  Dot  Jam.  19*1*. 
ITiu  0171  589  8583  Lowxw 
To:  01225  367016  Gumma 


LLB  (Hons) 
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SOUTH  BANK  BUSINESS  SCHOOL 


MBA  Programmes 

South  Bulk  University  is  a  dynamic  institution  at 
the  heart  of  London,  only  minures  away  from  the 
professional,  social  and  cultural  facilities  of  the  «p<rjl 

South  Bank  Business  School,  one  of  the  UK's 
largest,  offers  the  following,  highly  vocational,  stimu¬ 
lating  and  challenging  MBAs: 

■  MBA  15  years  part-time:  evening  or  day  release. 
•  MBA  International  Management  I  year  fuU-time. 

■  MBA  European  Management  I  year  ftiB-ttme- 
We  also  offer  a  range  of  postgraduate  courses 

including  Certificate  and  Diploma  in  Management 
Studies  and  MSc  Public  Service  Management. 

For  further  information  contact:  The  Couree 
Administrator,  South  Bank  Business  School,  South 
Bank  University,  103  Borough  Road  London, 
SE1  0AA.  Telephone:  0171-815 
8245.  Fax:  0171-B15  8280. 

E-maiL  tnansfilj@sbu.ac-uk 
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Leeds  University’  Business  School 

The  Leeds  MBA 
Programmes 

The  AMBA  acowSted  one-year  FUD-tbne  MSA  programme  Parts  next  in 
September  1998.  In  addition  to  the  generic  MBA  you  can  major  in  Finance, 
International  Business  or  in  Marketing.  French,  German  and  Japanese  are 
offered  as  business  languages.  This  is  a  strong  international  MBA  programme 
with  participants  from  the  UK  and  some  25  other  countries.  A  good  first  degree 
and  a  minimum  of  two  yean  relevant  work  experience  is  normally  required. 

The  ARRA  accredited  Executive  NBA  and  Evening  NBA  programmes 
provide  middle  and  senior  managers  with  the  opportunity  of  part-time  study  to 
suit  busy  business  schedules.  These  MBAs  bring  together  managers  from  a  variety 
of  backgrounds  helping  form  valuable  networks  links.  The  Executive  MBA 
starts  three  times  a  year  in  January.  Aprit  and  October.  The  Bvening  MBA 
programme  starts  next  in  January  1938. 

For  further  information  please  contact  The  MBA  Office,  Leeds  University 
Business  School,  11  Blenheim  Terrace, 

Leeds  152  9JT  telephone .01 13  233  261Q. 
fax  0113  233  4355, 
email  M8AEnqGkibs.leeckac.uk 
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your  future  in  management 


The  University  of  North  London  Business  School  offers  a 
range  of  stimulating  and  challenging  Postgraduate  and 
postexperience  management  courses,  both  full-time  and 
part-time.  These  include: 

•  MBA  full  or  part-time 

■  Executive  MBA:  part-time  evenings  or  weekends 

•  MBA  specialisms  In  Health  and  Hospitality  &  Tourism  Management 

•  MA  Management  Practice  (sailor  management  development 
programme) 

■  MA/Diploma  in  Human  Resource  Management/Employment 

•  Diploma  In  Management  Studies  (DMS).  leading  to  MBA 

•  Certificate  in  Management 

Funding  support  and  tax  relief  may  be  available. 

Entry  points  in  February  and  September. 

Call  0171  753  3333  for  our  Postgraduate  prospectus 
or  come  to  our  Open  Evening.  The  Business  School, 

University  of  North  London,  Stapleton  House, 

277-281  Holloway  Road,  London  N7 
(close  to  Holloway  Road  tube)  _ 


open  evening  december  10  5-8pm 
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KINGSTON  BUSINESS  SCHOOL 


’Kbu  could  trust  your  experience 
and  training  to  get  you  that  new 
job  -  or  you  can  take  an  MBA. 

Develop  yourself  through  Kingston's  well  estab&shedL  AMBA 
accredited  programme,  raxed  “Excellent"  for  teaching. 

A  flexible  programme  over  2  years,  joining  with  other  managers 
bringing  a  variety  of  backgrounds  together.  Designed  for 
professional  managers  who  want  to  combine  study  with  their 
busy  work  schedules. 

H  OPEN  LEARNING  -  intensive  addon  one  weekend 
per  month,  commences  February  and  September . 

■  EVENING  -  weekly  attendance,  commences  September 

Our  next  open  evenings  ares 

Wednesday  10th  December  1997 
Wednesday  14th  January  1998 

Kj  N  G  S  T  0  N 

UNIVERSITY 


Good  MBA  courses  are  hard  to  find. 
Call  for  a  guide  to  the  best. 


0191  487  1422 

Durtiam.is  one  of  the  few  Business  Schools  to  offer  three,  internationally 
regarded,  AMBA  accredited  MBA  study  Options  -  Futi-Time,  Part-Time 
and  Distance  Learning  -  aH  designed  to  extend  your  knowledge  and 
develop  your  management  skills.  These  highly  flexible  options  give 
even  the  busiest  of.managers  a  real  opportunity  to  improve  their  career 
potential.  So  if  you're  ambitious  enough  to  -  — 

become  one  of  the  world's  best  managers, 
phone  today  for  the  brochure  of  your  choice. 

Durian  Unfmltx  Burinon  SctaooL  Mmrt  438,  MB  Hi  Law,  Durtwa  ONI  3ZZ 

TMiptipri «:  0191 48T  Kg.  FogfcrtW:  0181 374  3SM>.»-™M-M,iAr^^«,timTirr 

T DEC  TP 


2.  L;  SHAM  .JNI  '■ !  T  : 

BUSINESS  SCHOOL 


Financial  specialists  from 
,.v.„m;50  countries 
can  t  tie  wrong 

*'*•  W  '  ^ 


The  quality  MBA  for 
financial  specialists 
with  ambition 


Manchester  Business  School  - 

1  and  — 

University  of.  Wales.  Bangor  ‘ 

Financial  specialists  from  more  than  50  countries  have  - 
chosen  this  course  to  successfully  achieve  MBA  status.  • 
De&vered  through  the  combined  resources  of  the 
world-ranked  Manchester  Business  School  and  a  leading 
European  School  of  Banking  and  Finance  at  the  University  erf 
Wales,  this  MBA  is  perhaps  the  most  convenient  and 
fiexfcle  among  high  quafty  distance  learning  programmes. 
Developed  specifically  for  the  working  professional,  ifc  . 
cotxse  offers  study  flexibility  and  contact  with  faculty,  aid 
students. 

Globally,  a  network  of  prestigious  organisations  provides  *uD 
local  support. 

Specific  professional  accountancy  quaDfications  provide  an 
ax0fTH>flon-based  route  to  an  Accelerated  Programme; 
^comprehensive  Information  please  contact  us  dfredb’- 

INSTITUTE  FOR  ^IN ANClAL  /MANAGEMENT  ' 

LInivekstt  of  Wales,  Raj4cob,  Gwynedd  LL57  20G  ^  ' 

^  ^  m,24S  -k-4008^* 
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EDUCATION 

A  rural  life  seems  ideal.  But  for  the  young,  Fred  Redwood  says,  it  may  be  anything  but 

The  horrors 
for  a  child 


To  bring  up  children  in  a  country 
village  is  the  dream  of  many 
parents.  Early  years  spent  en- 
joying  a  Laurie  Lee  existence, 
carol-singing  at  Christmas  and  helping 
out  on  the  farms  in  summer  seem  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  inner-city  ambience  of 
drugs  and  street  violence.  But  is  this 
merely  a  romantic  dream? 

This  week’s  report  by  the  Rural  Devel¬ 
opment  Commission  suggested  that  for 
many  people  it  is.  Facilities  taken  For 
granted  by  town  dwellers  were  often  ab¬ 
sent  in  the  countryside.  Education  was 
high  on  the  list  of  potential  problems  be¬ 
cause,  despite  a  17  per  cent  increase  in 
population  over  20  years,  almost  half  of 
the  9X100  rural  parishes  had  no  school. 

An  earlier  investigation  by 
The  Children's  Society  [Same 
Sceneiy,  Different  Lifestyle)  ‘The 

found  that  even  where  schools 
do  exist,  many  children  are  in  a.  1 
extremely  frustrated  by  coun-  - 

try  life.  They  feel  isolated  and  villa 

bored  when  they  cannot  visit  ViIAa 

friends  or  travel  to  clubs  for 
lack  of  public  transport  Sev- 
eral  described  their  lives  as 
negative  and  short  on  opportu-  <1SSL 

nines.  So  serious  is  the  prob- 
lem  that  many  head  teachers  Liiey  1 

of  rural  schools  have  set  up  _ 

initiatives  to  help  to  solve  the 

special  problems  experienced  by  country 

children. 

Eric  Jones  is  the  head  of  Bra  Myrddin 
School.  Llandello,  a  comprehensive  in 
Mid  Wales  where  the  curriculum  is 
taught  in  Welsh.  This  820-pupil  school 
has  a  huge  catchment  area,  drawing  from 
30  feeder  primary  schools  in  the 
surrounding  rural  communities.  Child¬ 
ren  commonly  undertake  40-mile  round 
trips  between  school  and  home  every  day. 
The  travel  itself  causes  difficulties  because 
very  few  children  can  stay  after  school  for 
extracurricular  activities.  Mr  Jones  says: 
“Our  children  know  very  few  of  their  year 
group  when  they  arrive  here.  An  ideal 
way  for  them  to  make  friends  would  be  by 
joining  after-school  clubs,  but  travel  ar¬ 


of  a  country 
upbringing 


How  a  tough  line 
is  putting  the 
clock  back  on  race 

New  approaches  to  multiculture  difficulties 
will  not  work,  writes  John  Eggleston 


They  live 
in  a  pretty 
village,  so 
it’s 

assumed 
they’ll  cope’ 


rangements  make  that  impossible.  The 
school  buses  have  to  leave  at  the  end  of 
school,  so  there  is  a  danger  that  some  of 
our  children  could  remain  socially  isolat¬ 
ed.  To  counter  this,  we  derided  to  break 
the  ice  for  these  youngsters.  Before  they 
even  start  at  the  school,  we  run  a 
residential  course  for  the  150  pupils  who 
transfer  to  us  each  year. 

The  bridging  course  is  mainly  a  bond¬ 
ing  experience,  with  recreational  and 
academic  pursuits.  It  is  staffed  by  sixth- 
formers  and  staff  from  the  primary  and 
the  secondary  schools,  so  that  socialising 
problems  can  be  nipped  in  the  bud." 

A  similar  situation  exists  at  Poltair 
School.  St  Austell  Cornwall.  There,  a 
child  from  one  of  the  more  remote  farms 
may  meet  nobody  else  of  a 
_  similar  age  outside  school 

r  liVC  hours  from  one  week  to  the 
nexL  The  school  encourages 
rettV  these  pupils  to  socialise  during 

J  “twilight  time"— a  curriculum 

p  of*  enhancement  period  between 

3.15pm  and  3.45pm  every  day. 

.  Mike  Stevenson,  the  head 

5  teacher,  says:  “The  aim  is  to 

encourage  the  children  to 
IlcU  socialise  and  it  has  been  very 

,  successful.  We  first  conducted 

COpC  a  survey  to  find  out  exactly 

^ ^ what  children  wanted  to  take 
part  in.  There  was  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  response  and  we  now  run  80 
different  clubs,  ranging  bom  girls’  rugby 
and  Roller-blading  to  computer  studies. 
Now  we  seldom  encounter  the  kind  of 
timid  child  who  is  overawed  by  the  size  of 
the  comprehensive,  although  we  are  still 
alert  to  the  problem.  'School  phobia’  is 
dealt  with  as  a  subject  of  special  needs 
provision." 

In  Newbury,  Berkshire,  the  problems 
faced  by  country  children  have  resulted  in 
an  “outreach”  counselling  service  being 
started.  The  “Time  to  Talk”  workers  oper¬ 
ate  in  the  rural  schools,  listening  to  the 
problems  of  children  living  in  the  beautj- . 
fill  down! and  villages  between  Newbury 
and  Oxford,  ft  is  hardly  an  area  one 
would  associate  with  adolescent  angst 


A  childhood  in  the  midst  of  nature:  the  reality  is  not  always  so  delightful 


and  serial  misery,  yet  Theresa  Bell,  the 
outreach  leader,  is  kept  busy.  She  has 
identified  some  common  problems 
among  the  village  children.  “In  a  dose- 
knit  community  each  child  is  very  visible 
and  vulnerable,”  she  says.  “So  if  me  child 
fells  out  with  the  local  kids  there  is  no  op¬ 
portunity  to  move  into  a  new  friendship 
group,  as  would  happen  in  a  town.  Being 
the  odd  me  out  then  makes  bullying  a  real 
possibility. 

“The  school  bus  journey  is  also  an  issue. 
Boredom  can  lead  to  horseplay,  which  can 
lead  to  bullying.  These  journeys  are  a 
hotbed  of  problems. 

“Incoming  children  to  a  rural  area  may 
also  find  problems.  Strangers  are  not  al¬ 
ways  welcomed  by  country  people  and 


settling  into  a  small  community  may  not 
be  easy.  Curiously,  though,  the  biggest 
frustration  experienced  by  country  child¬ 
ren  is  their  inability  to  get  others  to  take 
their  problems  seriously.  Everyone  as¬ 
sumes  they  have  an  idyllic  existence  and 
people  forget  that  they  face  the  same  adol¬ 
escent  problems  as  everyone  else. 

“Their  parents  may  split  up:  they  have 
problems  at  school  and  they  have  rela¬ 
tionship  difficulties  just  like  city  children. 
But  because  they  live  in  a  pretty  village 
everyone 'assumes  they  can  cope. 

“In  fact,  it  may  be  doubly  difficult  lor 
them  because  their  friends,  who  can' 
provide  support,  probably  live  a  long  way 
away  and  they  may  be  unable  to  meet  up 
and  talk-" 


This  year’s  conference  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Anti- Racist  Movement  in 
Education  attracted  about  3)  dele* 
gates.  At  its  peak,  before  it  changed  its 
name  from  the  National  Association  for 
Multicultural  Education, its  annual  gath¬ 
ering  regularly  attracted  between  200 
and 300  of  the  most  committed  educators. 
They  were  concerned  to  minimise  the 
differences  in  the  achievements  between 
blade  children  and  white,  seeing.it  as  one 
of  the  greatest  soda!  inequalities,  and 
wanting  to  do  something  to  alleviate  it 
Ten  years  on,  some  of  the  differences 
are  being  overcome.  The  impressive 
improvements  in  the  achievements  of 
British  Indian  children  are  wen- 
documented.  But  Bangladeshi  children, 
as  a  group,  still  do  very  poorly  and  there 
is  much  concern  about  the  low  ^ 
achievement  of  many  Carib- 
bean  British  children,  notably  Jn 

boys.  Yet  the  sensitive,  cultur¬ 
ally  aware  approach  that  was  UYl 

developed  and  effectively  im¬ 
plemented  in  some  education  C+ote 

authorities  in  the  early  1080s  is  ^ 

widely  discredited. 

Instead,  we  have  repeated 
exhortations  of  zero  tolerance  r-_v 
of  failure,  and  views  such  as  I  Id.  VC 

“They’re  here,  so  they  should  - 
be  treated  all  alike”  being  UupF! 

expressed  by  governments 
past  and  present  And  the  new 
Government's  White  Paper  on  Excel¬ 
lence  In  Education  devoted  only  one 
page  to  all  issues  of  ethnicity  and 
schooling. 

Why  this  marginalisation  of  almost  10 
per  cent  of  the  school  population.?  It  isn’t 
because  sensitive  approaches  do  not 
work;  the  Department  far  Education  and 
Employment  is  funding  research  based 
at  die  Open  University  which  is  studying 
schools  where  such  approaches  are 
working  well  for  all  children.  And  in 
roughly  the  same  period,  a  parallel 
problem,  the  lower  achievement  of  girls 
in  science  and  technology,  has  been 
mostly  solved,  evidently  the  result  of 
“girl-friendly"  approaches. 

Alas,  there  is  nothing  friendly  about 
foe  anti-racist  ideology  that  now  claims  to 
be  the  only  liable  way  to  overcome  ethnic 
underachievemenL  It  is  deliberately 
hard-edged  in  approach,  arguing  that  the 
old  gen  tie.  gradual  path,  of  multicultural, 
.education  was  too  slow  and  should  be 
7  replaced  by  a  tough,  challenging  strategy. 

The  change  of  emphasis  was  taken  up 
by  a  small  but  vocal  group  of  radical 


In  the 
United 
States  the 
results 
have  been 
impressive 


practitioners.  Despite  the  good  intentions 
of  most  of  its  advocates,  it  was  almost 
predictable  that  a  few  excesses  of  the  new 
zeal  would  be  widely  reported  and  given 
a  “loony  left”  tag. 

Much  more  serious  was  the  effect  on 
teachers.  The  vast  majority  are  resistant 
to  the  politicisation  of  their_  teaching, 
especially  when  many  were  pilloried  as 
being  either  manifestly  or  latently  racist. 

The  net  result  was  often  that  less, 
rather  than  more,  anti-racism  took  place, 
as  teachers  distanced  themselves  from 
what  they  saw  as  unjust  criticism. 

This  distancing  was  all  the  more 
worrying  because  it  occurred  at  precise¬ 
ly  the  same  time  as  public  concern 
about  education  and  achievement 
reached  new  peaks. 

What  can  be  done?  The 
priority  must  be  to  diminish 
kg  the  confrontations  set  up  by 
anti-racism  —  the  conflict 
between  "experts”  and  teach- 
ers,  the  conflict  between  teach- 
’  tViP*  ers  and  teachers,  and  above 

>  Uic  gjL  the  conflict  in  the  class¬ 
ic-  room,  where,  in  some  inner- 

ilLo  dty  schools,  students  now 

challenge  rather  than  cooper- 
jCcTl  ate  with  teachers.  We  must 

•  reinvent  racially  friendly  and 

SSI  VC  feacher-an  d-ov  d  i }  friendly  ap- 


Safety  lessons  children 
will  learn  for  life 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER 


SSI  VC  teadier-and-pupil  friendly  ap- 

proaches. 

Such  approaches  would  rec¬ 
ognise  that  Britain  has  truly  become  a 
multicultural  society  and  that  pedagogy 
and  the  interpretation  of  curriculum 
must  take  this  into  account.  But  it  must 
also  be  recognised  that  high*  achievement 
is  the  common  goal  of  children  and 
parents  from  all  ethnic  backgrounds  — 
provided  that  they  are  able  to  believe  that 
they  have  the  opportunity  and  support  to 
reach  that  objective. 

In  the  United  States,  this  approach 
has  been  dominant  for  almost  half  a 
century  and,  despite  many  vicissi¬ 
tudes,  its  achievements  throughout  the 
nation  are  impressive.  And  there  the 
commonly  used  slogan  is  multicultural 
education  for  a  multicultural  society. 

-  Now  that  our  Government  is  rediscov¬ 
ering  concepts  such  as  equality,  indusive- 
ness  and  opportunity  in  education,  we 
should  also  rediscover  the  true  meaning 
of  a  multicultural  education  and  use  it  to 
achieve  foe  reconceptualisation  that  has 
eluded  us  for  so  long. 

•  T he  author  is  Professor  of  Education  at 
Warwick  University. 


THE  AU":  TIMES 


"  £”1  orry,  you've  died  in  the 
fire,”  Ralf  Nicholson, 

k-/  of  the  London  Fire  Bri¬ 
gade.  told  the  ten-year-olds 
who  had  just  dashed  back  Into 
a  “burning  house"  to  rescue  a 
baby.  Mr  Nicholson  and  other 
experts  have  been  giving  les¬ 
sons  in  danger  to  more  than 
900  Year  Six  children  from 
Lewisham  primary  schools  at 
the  Bridge  Leisure  Cenrre  in 
South  London. 

The  two-week  course  uses  l! 
stage  sets  representing  differ¬ 
ent  hazards,  from  a  railway 
line  to  a  building  site,  to  let  the 
children  show  how  they  would 
rope  with  an  emergency.  Even 
foe  most  streetwise  pupils 
allowed  themselves  to  be  ab¬ 
ducted  by  a  stranger,  tackled  a 
chip-pan  fire  the  wrong  way, 
ran  into  burning  buildings 
and  failed  to  spot  ail  foe  poten¬ 
tial  dangers  in  a  kitchen. 

PC  Roy  Wood,  the  coordi¬ 
nator.  said:  “The  aim  is  to  rein¬ 
force  safety  messages  and  to 
help  the  children  learn  from 
the  experience  of  maybe  choos¬ 
ing  the  wrong  option.  They  get 
i  lot  of  information,  from  the 
importance  of  wearing  bright 
clothes  at  night  to  how  to  depl 
ivith  accidents." 

Claire  Adams.  21.  a  proba¬ 
tionary  policewoman,  played 
the  role  of  the  smooth-talking 
'stranger"  when  23  children 
from  St  Augustine’s  RC  School 
in  Bellingham  arrived  for 
heir  afternoon  at  the  centre. 
She  waylaid  the  children  in 
aairs  as  they  went  up  a 
itairway.  By  claiming  to  be  on 
he  staff  of  the  leisure  centre, 
foe  persuaded  most  of  the  chil- 
jren  to  tell  her  their  names 
md  addresses  and  whether 
hey  walk  to  school  on  their 
jwn.  Then  she  asked  one  of 
he  children  tp  go  into  a  room 
or  a  fitness  test.  As  she  led  the 
:hild  off.  Geoff  Best,  a  uni¬ 
formed  constable,  came  to  the 
rescue,  explaining  to  the  mor- 
ilied  youngsters  that  strang- 
:rs  do  not  always  look  sinister. 

PC  Best  said:  "We  remind 
hem  to  stay  out  of  reach  of  a 
iiranger,  but  if  they  are  ap¬ 
proached  to  get  ready  to  run 
md  to  say:  “I’m  sorry,  I’ve 
jeen  told  not  to  speak  to 
strangers,"  When  tliey  arrive 
or  foe  session  they  are  told  not 
o  talk  to  anyone  not  wearing  a 
miform  or  a  badge,  but  de* 


How  can  the  young  cope  with 
danger  ?  A  two-week  course  gives 
answers,  says  Jenny  Knight 


Coping  with  emergencies  such  as  fire  should  be  part  of  schooling 


spite  that  most  of  them  will  be 
drawn  into  a  conversation. 
These  acting  sessions  made 

me  realise  how  easy  his  to  talk 

children  into  going  with  4 
stranger.  We  show  them  that 
strangers  who  might  hurt 
them  will  initially  seem  un¬ 
threatening  and  plausible." 

Ralf  Nicholson,  a  Cns* 
fighter,  uncovered  a  similar 
tendency  for  the  children  to 
exercise  poor  judgment  when 
leaving  a  burning  building. 
His  sudden  shout  of  "There’s  a 
baby  left  inside"  prompted 
most  children  to  mount  an 
heroic  rescue,  instead  of  using 
the  phone  in  the  road  to  dial 
999. 


Rail  track  found  that  most 
children  are  well  informed 
about  the  dangers  of  trespass¬ 
ing  on  railway  lines.  Even  so. 
a  sizeable  minority  opted  tony 
to  pull  a  classmate  off  a 
railway  line  rather  than  run 
for  help. 

Matthew  Ringham,  a  teach¬ 
er  at  St  Augustine's,  said:  “I’m 
nett  so  surprised  that  most  of 
them  spoke  to  a  stranger  be¬ 
cause  they  are  a  trusting 
bunch,  but  I  didn’t  expect  so 
many  of  them  to  try  to  pull 
someone  off  a  railway  line." 

Jack  Griffith  and  Franrine 
Lemard,  both  ten.  fell  into  con¬ 
versation  with  the  stranger  on 
foe  stairs,  but  redeemed  them¬ 


selves  by  giving  PC  Best  an  ac¬ 
curate  description  of  the  "kid¬ 
napper".  Jack  said:  “It  was  a 
bit  unfair  because  I  thought 
she  was  another  of  the  people 
working  here.  We  would  have 
been  more  suspicious  if  she 
had  spoken  to  us  in  the  street " 
His  classmates,  Sean  Whi¬ 
ter  and  Stacey  Barcoe.  passed 
the  “talk  to  a  stranger"  test 
with  flying  colours  by  refusing 
to  talk  to  me  until  reassured  by 
the  police  that  I  was  a  reporter. 
Both  declined  to  pull  a  victim 
from  the  railway  and  did  not 
run  back  into  foe  building  for 
the  baby  —  but  still  managed 
to  “die"  in  foe  fire. 

Sean  said:  “We  were  told  to 
fed  foe  doorknob  to  see  wheth¬ 
er  it  was  hot  before  opening  a 
door  on  to  the  fire.  Stacey  felt 
it.  but  only  for  a  second.  Then 
we  opened  foe  door.  If  foe  fire 
had  been  right  outside  the 
room,  we  should  have  kept  the 
door  dosed  because  it  will 
hold  a  fire  back  for  about  15 
minutes  and  the  fire  brigade 
usually  arrives  quickly." 

All  the  children,  oti  foe 
Junior  Citizens  course,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Lewisham  council, 
practised  phoning  emergency 
services  to  give  them  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  questions  they 
are  likely  to  be  asked. 

Janet  Fox,  an  accident  pre¬ 
vention  specialist  for  Lew¬ 
isham,  Lambeth  and 
Southwark  Health  Authority, 
stocked  a  kitchen  with  an  as¬ 
tounding  array  of  hazards,  in¬ 
cluding  bleach  in  lemonade 
bottles,  an  aerosol  spray  on  foe 
oven  and  a  dangerous  iron. 
Most  children  spotted  several 
hazards  but  few  knew  foe 
right  way  to  tackle  a  chip-pan 
fire  —  most  opting  to  throw 
water  on  it  which  spreads  the 
flames.  Others  “electrocuted" 
themselves,  when  asked  how 
they  would  free  a  piece  of  toast 
jammed  in  the  toaster,  by 
reaching  for  a  knife  to  plunge 
into  the  toaster  before  switch¬ 
ing  off  the  electricity. 

The  annual  Junior  Citizen 
courses  started  in  Greenwich 
ten  years  ago  and  spread  to 
other  London  boroughs  and 
into  the  Home  Counties.  Until 
last  year,  most  were  sponsored 
by  BT,  but  now  the  survival  of 
the  schemes  depends  on  indi¬ 
vidual  sponsorship. 


EUROPEAN  SHORT 
BREAKS  FROM  £24 


View  of  Santa  Maria  della  salute  in  Venice,  left,  and  above  the  Piazza  Navona,  Rome 


This  week  The  Times,  with 
Leisure  Direction,  offers 
readers  the  chance  to  take  a 
short  break  in  Europe  from  just 
£24  per  person,  which  includes 
one  night's  accommodation  and 
return  fare.  Our  money  saving 
packages  are  available  for  travel 
up  to  March  31.  N9&, 

Simply  collea  four  of  the  six 
tokens  appearing  in  The  Times 
this  week  and  attach  than  to  the 
booking  form  which  will  be 
published  tomorrow. 

How  foe  offer  works 

AD  prices  shown  are  based  on 
The  first  night's  accommodation, 
charing  a  twin/doable  roam  on  a 
bed  and  breakfast  or  room  only 
basis,  and  includes  toe  return 
fare  far  your  chosen  method  of 
transport, 

•  The  first  price  listed  is  navel 
ty  car  •  The  second  is  travel  by 
Eurostar  •  The  third  is  travel  by 
air  •  The  fourth  price  quoted  is 
far  additioral  ni^iis  •  Tbe  last 
figure  is  the  number  of  free  child 
ftiprlw  12)  a/rnpwwftdaiiflrt  pfruyw. 
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AUSTRIA 

VIENNA 

Hotel  RogliM  ***♦ 

Charming.  traditional  hotel  ctesa  to 
the  historic  centra.  Chrtstmas/New 
Year  supplements  on  request 
Be  £34  r/a  £199  £23  1 
Orabea  Hotel  **** 

Close  to  the  cathedral  and  one  of 
the  main  stopping  Btteflte. 

CJiristmas/New  Year  eupplemenfs 
on  request 

BS  £34  n/a  £190  £23  1 
Hotel  Royal  ***** 

Traditional  Viennese  haul  with  the 
largest  cottection  of  Italian  wines  in 
Austria.  Cftrtstmsa/Mew  Year 
BUppkwnentaon  request 
BB  £34  iya  £199  £25  1 
Hotel  HsuhuuJb  **** 

Stylish  hotel  dose  to  St  Stephan's 
estoedaL  Cftrfstmss/New  Year 
supplements  on  request 

BB  E34  n/a  £199  £25  1 

CZECH 

REPUBLIC 

PRAGUE 


Hotel  Amutf  at  *** 

Orer  4SO  original  paintings  tae  the 
walb  BB  249  n/a  £228  £44  1 

HUNGARY 


Mb  Volya  ** 

Close  Jd  the  the  Danube 
BB  £29  n/B  £212  £16  1 
MaanKonm  *** 

Modem  hotel  to  cosmopolitan  Past 
RO  £39  n/a  am  £27  t 

ITALY 


VENICE 

**** 

In  the  Papadopofl  Gardens,  over¬ 
looking  the  Totertim  Canal 
BB  £79  n/a  £243  £69  1 

■■-Bed  and  breakfast 
RO- Room  only 

See  tomorrow"  a  paper  for  fantastic 
sotting  breaks  In  Normandy  and 
Brittany  and  for  lull  delate  o3  our 
special  otter  on  24hour  excursion 

lares  with  Brittany  Ferries 


TOKEN  5 


Ctosa  to  Prague's  olden  monu¬ 
ment.  the  hat*  dates  back  to  the 
i  19th  century,  Chrtstmas/New Year 
supplements  on  request 
BB  £34  n/a  .£213  E24  1 
hngwMHM,  ■***■»■ . 

Lags:  modem  hotel  wftb  restau¬ 
rants,  casino  and  indoac  pod 

BB  £44  rya  £223  £36  1 
C3y  Hotel  Moran  .  **** 

Short  wafit  to  Wenceatas  Square. 
Christmas/New  Year  supplements 
on  request 

BB  £44  n/a  £223  £3?-  .1 


JoBy  Hotel  **** 

Modem  hotel  on  a  piazza  close  to 
the  rirer  Amo,  Fri/Sat  arrivals  only 
BB  £49  rya  £213  E42  1 
Soffeel  **** 

BaUt  bi  port  of  a  17th-century 
ptesce,  dose  to  the  hlstoflc  centra. 
BB  £84  n/B  £228  £55  1 
ROME 

Jofty  Hotel  Wdv  **** 

Large,  modem  hotel  with  three 
restaurants.  FtySat  arrivals  only 
B8  &48  rya-  £199  £35  1  : 
Jolty  Hotel  Leonardo 
daWndr  **** 

Between  St  Pater’s  and  toe  VBa  . . 
fteghesa  BySataiteatBonty 
BB,B49  n/B  £199  £41  V  ’ 

inltir'llriialirTMi  i  £  ' 

■nwf  ffVU H  WiiMWMr 


Recently  renovated  hots]  dose  to 

the  Spanish  Steps.  Fd/Sat  arrivals. 
oniy-BB  £54  n/a  £204  £44  1 
Sofltd  ■**»» 

In  the  heart  of  the  dly  dose  to  the 

VUa  Borghese  gardens 
BB  £84  n/a  £214  £55  1 


BOOK  TODAY 

SHORT  BREAKS  BY  CAR 

0181 

324j3001^ 

SHORT CREAKS  BY  TRAIN 

0181 
324  3002 

SHORT  BREAKS  BY  AIR 

0181 
324  3008 
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‘Aim  high  and 
aim  right. 
Be  ambitious. 
And  don’t 
be  afraid 
to  look  dead 
expensive’ 

Maggie  Brown  talks  to  a  woman  in  the 
BBC’s  male-dominated  upper  stratum  who 
is  destined  for  high  office  at  the  corporation 

- r..  in.1  rpsilit*m  with  Sir  lnhn  Wnrvt»v-Jrin#»«s’c  Tmnhlp- 


Jana  Bennett  \<  >mall  and  resilient 
with  an  American  twang  to  her 
voice.  She  bustles  into  her  office  — 
w  hich  is  strew  n  w  ith  bowls  of  fresh 
fruit  —  late,  in  a  workadav  trouser  suit, 
looking  amihinc  but  a  pnwerhroker. 

Those  w  ho  worked  alongside  her  as  she 
lias  risen  from  low  ly  Sheffield-based  BBC 
news  rrainee  to  award-winning  depart- 
menr  head  say  thm  she  is  a  bit  scatty  and 
untidy  —  bur  driven. 

In  conversation,  she  can  ramble  idip- 
syncraricaHy  before  aiming  (eventually)  to 
die  point.  After  hours  in  her  company, 
over  dinner,  in  her  office,  the  first  impres¬ 
sion  holds  true:  «he  is  not  a  typical 
corporate  player.  In  fact,  rhere  is  nobody 
quite  like  her  at  the  top  of  the  BBC.  And 
that  is  her  charm  and  her  strength.  She  Is 
a  breath  of  fresh  air. 

This  autumn  she - 

emerged  in  a  crucial  fVytx 

post,  just  one  small  rung  UlC  • 

below  the  top  of  die  BBC 
programme-making  em-  WTW  MJ 

In  corporate-speak.  . 

Bennen.  -1).  has  replaced  IlllvJ 

Alan  Yentob  as  director  \ _ - 

of  production.  She  is 
upenly  being  groomed  to  become  the  next 
chief  executive  of  BBC  Production,  when 
her  boss,  the  stalwart  Ron  Neil,  decides  to 
retire.  Her  task  is  to  lead  and  inspire 
4.000  producers  and  staff  who  are  org¬ 
anised  into  IS  different  departments  (soon 
to  be  reduced  in  number)  as  they  supply 
EeOU  million  of  programmes  to  the  BBC 
channels  —  everything  from  EasiEnders 
to  Websites  in  the  multimedia  era.  It's  a 
bit  of  a  super-saleswonr.m  job.  “I  am."  she 
says,  "in  sync  with  the  channel  control¬ 
lers."  it  w  ould  be  hopeless  if  she  were  not. 

The  role  is  newish,  hut  the  pressures  are 
constant.  It  requires  a  strong,  hustling 
personality,  someone  with  the  confidence 
to  leap  on  trends  to  keep  the  BBC's 
channel  controllers  asking  for  more. 

As  for  her  management  style?  "Direct 
verbal  coupling."  she  replies  deadpan. 
"Talking  to  people  is  a  very  good  idea." 

Why  Bennen?  Well,  12  million  viewers 
are  regularly  charmed  by  one  of  her 
biggest  hits.  Animal  Hospital.  The  quaint 
mixture  of  poorly  hamsters,  tearful  pet- 
owners  having  to  put  down  Rover,  and 
the  grizzled  Rolf  Harris  provides  perfect 
family  entertainment. 

The  BBC.  despite  Birtisi-imposed  man¬ 
agement  gobbledegook.  respects  and  pro¬ 
motes  executives,  even  oddballs,  when 
their  departments  have  the  effronrery  to 
put  together  such  mixtures. 

Bennett  moved  into  the  fast  track,  of 
BBC  Television  three  years  ago  when  she 
became  head  of  its  Science  Department. 
This  group  also  embraced  business 
features,  which  have  increasingly  focused 
on  people  rather  than  statistics.  It  began 
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with  Sir  John  Harvey-Jones's  Trouble¬ 
shooter  and  progressed  to  the  current 
Back  ro  the  Floor  She  was  lucky.  Science 
nurpur  doubled  under  her.  assisted  by  a 
general  climate  within  BBC  Television 
wishing  m  make  amends  for  underplay¬ 
ing  science  coverage. 

But  Bennen  expanded  her  department's 
output  from  the  traditional  strands  of  Hor¬ 
izon  and  Antenna .  which  she  had  previ¬ 
ously  edited,  and  Tomorrow's  World.  In¬ 
going  pop.  In  Out  of  This  World,  the  BBC 
Science  Department  unashamedly  leapt 
onto  the  paranormal  bandwagon.  More¬ 
over.  during  a  heated  Edinburgh  Televis¬ 
ion  Festival  debate  last  year,  she  launched 
such  a  fluent  defence  of  the  genre  that  the 
audience  broke  into  applause. 

In  the  great  Birtist  shake-up  of  19°6. 

when  broadcasting, 

- s—  commissioning  and 

scheduling  channels 
9  1  were  divided  from  pro- 

gramme-making.  she 
W  M  'f'-W  was  invited  to  apply  to 
become  Controller  of 
Apsm  :  BBGL  She  didn't  set  it. 

rlCW ,  j  Mark  Thompson,  the 

■  ■•:‘-.l  current  BBC  Controller, 

did.  Bur  the  resulting 
backlash  which  produced  an  upper  BBC 
stratum  dominated  by  men  made  her 
claims  difficult  to  overtook. 

Her  performance  at  Edinburgh  was 
revealing.  There  is.  as  one  executive 
noted,  something  Fearless  about  Bennett 
She  says  her  strengths  include  the  ability 
to  focus,  to  switch  off  and  to  manage  on  a 
small  amount  of  sleep.  She  is  a  "fair- 
weather"  cydist  and  loves  mountaineer¬ 
ing. 

But  can  she  survive  on  the  heady  peak, 
in  rhe  notoriously  male-dominated  upper 
reaches  of  BBC  corporate  life,  which  spat 
out  Liz  Forgan  and  cowed  other  pro¬ 
mising  women  into  shadowy  figures? 

Corporate  board  meetings  are.  she  ob¬ 
serves.  hard.  “Is  there  a  style . . .  which  is 
male?  Yes  there  is."  But  then  she  de¬ 
scribed  an  exchange  at  the  board  of  man¬ 
agement.  the  BBC’s  top  policy'  forum,  on 
which  she  sits.  The  members  had  been 
discussing  the  pattern  of  Friday  nights, 
when  young  men  are  thought  ro  order  a 
Chinese  takeaway,  settle  down  with  a 
bottle  and  watch  a  series  of  comedies,  on 
—  they  hope  —  BBC.  "I  said,  ‘so  do  I*.  Then 
the  other  women  around  the  table  said 
that  they  did  it,  too." 

Bennett,  in  true  Austen  heroine  fashion, 
is  the  middle  of  five  daughters,  born  to  the 
dean  of  admissions  to  New  England  Col¬ 
lege.  New  Hampshire.  She  had  the 
liberal,  literary  upbringing  that  came 
with  the  territory.  When  she  was  13  her 
father  decided  to  tour  Europe  on  half-pay 
for  a  year,  taking  his  children  out  of 
school.  He  returned  to  America  to  con¬ 
vince  the  college  that  he  should  open  an 
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Jana  Bennett:  once  a  lowly  BBC  trainee,  now  bong  groomed  to  become  the  next  chief  executive  of  BBC  Production 


English  branch  in  Arundel.  West  Sussex. 

At  the  age  of  14.  Bennett  and  three  of  her 
sisters  were  transported  to  Bognor  Regis, 
to  a  house  next  to  the  Butlin’s  holiday 
camp:  she  completed  her  schooling  at 
Bognor  Comprehensive,  went  on  to  take 
PPE  at  St  Anne's  College,  Oxford,  and  an 
MSc  at  the  London  School  of  Economics. 

“It  was  a  culture  shock,"  she  recalls.  "I’d 
livened  in  a  small  American  village.  I 
hated  it  for  the  first  two  years."  She  has 
preserved  her  accent  —  a  sign  of  not  being 
fully  assimilated.  Her  hither  said:  "III 
support  you  in  whatever  educational  op¬ 
portunities  you  have,  on  condition  that 
you  elope.  Don't  expect  me  to  pay  for  the 
wedding." 

With  a  guffaw,  she  describes  how  she 
got  married  in  a  quickie  ceremony  in  Las 
Vegas  two  years  ago  to  her  partner,  Rich¬ 
ard  Clemmow.  herd  of  BBC  News  and 
author  of  the  infamous  memo  temporarily 
demoting  programme  editors  to  assis¬ 
tants,  which  led  to  the  now  famous  pre¬ 
senters'  revolt  and  an  intervention  by  Sir 
Christopher  Bland,  the  Chairman. 

She  says  “the  wedding  was  totally  on 
die  spur  of  the  moment,"  but  was 
suggested  by  their  daughter.  Alexandra, 
now  six  (there  is  also  a  son,  Skorner. 
three).  The  value  of  having  a  large  family 
remains.  Her  youngest  sister,  her  camera¬ 
man  husband  and  two  children,  live  next 
door  in  East  Acton,  minutes  from  Tele¬ 
vision  Centre.  They  have  a  communal 


garden  and  the  children  play  together. 
“We’ve  got  the  bulk  without  the  effort," 
she  says. 

So.  what  does  she  bring  to  this  most 
challenging  of  jobs?  She  rattles  out  her 
d Scrums.  “Aim  high,  aim  right.  Be 
ambitious,  and  don't  be  afraid  to  look 
dead  expensive  or  to  make  fantastically 
chirpy  programmes." 


Before  moving  from  the  Science 
Department  she  took  her  own 
advice,  commissioning  the  most 
expensive  documentary  (a 
£9  million  co-production)  ever  made  by 
the  BBC.  Called  Walking  With  Dino¬ 
saurs.  it  is  using  Jurassic  Park's  digital 
animators  to  reproduce  their  life. 

She  also  wants  “to  facilitate  a  more 
creative  climate”,  and  touched  upon  the 
devastating  speech  delived  by  Tony 
Garnett.  This  Life’s  drama  producer,  last 
month,  pleading  for  respect  and  improved 
conditions  for  writers  and  creative  talent. 
“We  wouldn't  ignore  what  he  has  to  say." 
she  promises. 

In  developments  now  being  plotted 
within  BBC  Production,  executive  produc¬ 
ers  are  to  be  given  a  freer  access  to  devel¬ 
opment  money,  to  build  up  their  portfolio. 
She  comments:  “They  should  not  fed 
hemmed  in." 

They  are  also  gang  to  be  encouraged  to 
talk  directly  to  the  various  channel 
controllers,  who  commission  pro¬ 


grammes.  to  discuss  their  ideas.  She  is 
also  planning  to  have  fewer  departments 
working  across  wider  fields  of  expertise, 
so  that  hybrids  are  created.  She  insists  she 
is  oot  trying  to  “super-manage"  or  second- 
guess  perfectly  well-run  departments. 

Only  last  month  BBC  Production  op¬ 
portunistically  merged  TV  ami  Radio 
sports  production,  supplying  Radio  5  Live 
and  TV  sporting  events. 

Her  biggest  challenge  is  twofold.  She 
has  to  flesh  out  die  unequal  relationship 
between  the  two  great  wings  of  the  BBC — 
broadcasting,  which  holds  the  cheque¬ 
books,  and  her  programme-makers.  The 
great  split  in  effect  dissolved  obligations. 
But  these  are  being  reformulated.  The 
new  phrase,  which  trips  handily  from  her 
tongue,  is  that  everyone  is  “part  of  the 
BBC  family". 

BBC  Production  has  won  an  under¬ 
standing  from  broadcasting  that  60  per 
cent  of  commissions  by  value  will  go  xo 
them,  infuriating  independent  producers. 
The  Controllers  of  BBC}  and  BBC2  will  sit 
on  boards  which  appoint  key  executives 
within  BBC  Production  .to  ensure  that 
they  are  then  committed  to  taking  their 
programmes. 

But  the  final  challenge  is-  whether  her 
complete  lack  of  experience  in  drama  and 
entertainment,  the  big  spenders  and  audi¬ 
ence-pullers,  and  areas  needing  special 
attention,  wUItefl  against  her.  Is  a  hit  with 
cuddlyanimals  preparation  enough?  . 


■  PERPLEXED  BBC  News 
executives  have  spent  the  past 
two  days  discussing  how’  to 
react  to  a  massive  pro¬ 
gramme  strategy  review  on 
why  its  main  news  pro¬ 
grammes  are  a  turn-off.  The 
problem  is  that  ungrateful 
audiences  do  not  appreciate 
the  huge  investment  in  spe¬ 
cialist  journalists  that  John 
Birt  insisted  on  ten  years  ago, 
as  he  forced  BBC  coverage 
upmarket. 

They  are  asking  for  less 
politics  and  foreign  coverage, 
fewer  lectures  on  macroeco¬ 
nomics.  Michael  Hutchence's 
funeral  at  the  top.  not  the 
bottom,  of  the  Mine  O’Clock 
News. 

“One  of  the  most  depress¬ 
ing  things  is  that  audience 
research  says  we  are  only  a 
bit  more  authoritative  than 
ITN."  says  my  glum  source. 


It’s  nine  o’clock  -  turn  off  the  news 


The  firm  conclusion  from 
the  meeting:  rhere  will  be  no 
return  to  a  chatty  Nationwide 
magazine  programme  be¬ 
tween  6pm  and  7pm,  which 
would  expose  Tony  Hall, 
BBC  News  chief  executive  to 
charges  of  turning  the  clock 
back  and  dumbing  down  to 
push  up  ratings.  And  there  is 
agreement  on  simpler  Eng¬ 
lish:  the  research  says  many 
people  do  not  understand 
terms  like  “three-line  whip". 
There  may  also  be  a  cull  of 
presenters.  But  the  unre¬ 
solved  nub  of  the  debate  is 
this:  can  the  BBC  change  its 
entire  news  agenda? 

If  the  answer  is  no.  the 
audience  research  has  been 
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largely  wasted:  young  view¬ 
ers  may  never  get  the  BBC 
news  habiL  And  as  BBC! 
becomes  ever  more  ratings- 
d  riven,  the  comparative  fail¬ 
ure  of  news  becomes  ever 
more  apparent 

■  ONE  or  the  BBC’s  prob¬ 
lems  is  that  the  broadsheet 
newspapers  on  which  John 
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Birt  modelled  its  approach  in 
I9S7  have  moved  on,  merrily 
reporting  seedy  human  inter¬ 
est  stories  we  all  read.  It  is 
said  that  Birt  thinks  there  is 
only  one  true  broadsheet  left, 
the  Financial  Times.  Yet 
word  reaches  me  that  the 
Pink  *Un  feels  a  need  to  be 
“touchy  feely”,  too.  Its  re¬ 
search  apparently  shows  that 
readers  don’t  evince  any  great 
warmth  towards  its  weekday 
editions,  though,  if  irs  any 
consolation,  the  austere  Dan 
Cruickshank.  Director-Gen¬ 
eral  of  Oftd,  told  me  how 
much  he  admired  the  Lex 
column  for  its  brevity  and 
depth.  So  the  FTs  UK  edition 
is  planning  to  greet  the  new 
year  with  a  big  redesign, 
aimed  at  making  its  features 
more  appealing.  A  City  health 
and  problem  page  by  next 
Christmas? 


Mischief-making 

■  IN  Monday's  Media  Guardian  Viscount 
Roihermere.  proprietor  of  the  Daily  Mail  the 
Mail  on  Sunday  and  the  Evening  Standard 
observed  in  a  rare  interview  that  “a  little 
mischief  is  always  necessary  in  life".  In  the 
current  and.  it  must  be  admitted,  highly 
readable  edition  of  Punch,  the  new  Editor, 
James  Steen,  has  rushed  to  oblige. 

He  has  printed  part  one  of  a  grubby  kiss- 
and-tell  account  of  "the  story  Fleet  Street 
refused  to  publish”  —  detailing  the  late 
Viscountess  “Bubbles"  Rothennere’s  passion 
for  young  men.  as  told  by  ex-toy  boy  Ashley 
Roy.  And  to  think  that  around  this  time  of  year 
Bubbles  used  to  throws  giant  party.  Was  Fleet 
Street  really  cowed  into  silence!?  Or  did  it  just 
avert  its  eyes? 


A  special  edition  of  Nationwide,  which  was  presented  by  ttiiildren  in  December  1980  ■  radio  4*x  presenters  are 


getting  upphy ...  AS  the  huge 
April  1  shake-up  in  the  sched¬ 
ule  draws  nearer,  many  of  the 
most  famous  voices  are 
sounding  strained.  Melvyn 
Bragg,  whose  beloved  Start 
the  Week  is  being  cut  to  half 
ait  hour  and  restricted  to  two 
guests,  has  signed  up  far  only 
13  weeks.  Laurie  Taylor,  a 
broadcaster  on  Radio  4  for  2D 
years,  currently  cm  the 
doomed  Afternoon  Shift,  says 
he  has  yet  to  find  a  regular 
new  berth.  The  five  cultured 
presenters  of  Kaleidoscope 


(Paul  Allen,  Paul  Vaughan. 
Paul  Gambuccmi,  Lynne 
Walker,  Tim  Marlow)  are 
being  dispensed  with  when 
the  arts  strand  is  replaced 
with  a  snazzier,  shorter  7pm 
slot.  WH1  The  Guardian's 
Mark  Lawson  stand  in?  Jenni 
Murray,  the  honeyed  voice  of 
Woman's  Hour,  is  thought  to 
be  restless,  too:  just  “ru¬ 
mours",  she  says. 

-  What  I  know  is  thisr .  my 
phone  has  been  red  hot  with 
Radio  4  stalwarts  who  believe 
that  the  complete  overhaul 


which  started  last  July  is  not 
going  smoothly,  no  matter 
what  assurances  the  BBC’s 
governors  are  given.  And 
with  lessthan  four  months  to 
go,  there  are  entire  slots  and 
programmes  seeking  both  in¬ 
spiration  and  presenters. 

■  A  COMMERCIAL  far 
Harvester  restaurants  is 
being  investigated  by  the 
Broadcasting  Standards 
Commission  after  a  viewer 
said  it  was  “sexually  sugges¬ 
tive".  The  commercial  snows 


Making  a 
date  on 
the  air 

TV  and.  lonely  \ 

hearts  ads.  Virginia  j 
Matthews  reports 

1 

Britain's  first  television  ad  i 
campaign  few  telephone  dot-  < 
ing  wiU  be  aired  in  the  new  ! 
vean  after  a  three-year  battle  Iw  the  ; 
0891  lonely  hearts  industry  to  over-  • 

turn  a  longstanding  TV  ban.  i 

The  30-second  ad.  for  Victoria  ' 
Telecom's  "SpeakEasy”  service  —  i 
where  the  lonely  are  put  in  contact  ) 
with  each  other  for5<^a  minute  —  : 
marks  what  Chris  Bradbury,  the  ; 
managing  director,  calls  "die  first  ! 
stage  in  our  bid  to  gain  public  ; 
acceptance  for  a  much-maligned  j 
service".  ! 

More  than  15  million  chatline  or  ; 
telephone  dating  calls  are  made  in  ; 
Britain  each  year.  While  (Ik  entire  j 
sector  has  been  repeatedly  accused  ■ 
of  peddling  filth,  not  to  mention  ; 
running  up  huge  phone  bilk,  die  j 
telephone  watchdog  ICSTIS  be-  i 
lieves  that  the  industry  has  derated  [ 
up  its  act  m  recent  months.  j 

Victoria  Telecom  is  one  of  the  ; 
country’s  top  five  date  and  chatline  } 
companies  with  a  turnroer  in  excess  j 
of  £2L5  million.  Its  ad  will  show  j 
“fully  dressed  men  and  women  over 
the  age  of  IS  enjoying  getting  to 
know  each  other  oyer  die  phone  in  a  \ 
n on-pressured  environment". 

In  deference  to  the  fTC  code.  [ 
which  forbids  the  exploitation  of  j 
“emotional  vulnerability",  or  any¬ 
thing  that  appears  to  “encourage  or  \ 
condone  promiscuity",  the  voiceover 
will  talk  about  the  values  of  friend¬ 
ship.  romance  and  love. 

But  according  to  the  industry’s 
critics,  who  include  die  Society 'of 
Marriage  Bureaus,  telephone  dat¬ 
ing  is  all  about  sex.  Its  director,  } 
Penrose  Halson.  says  the  relaxation 
of  the  ban  on  TV  commercials  for 
telephone  dating  is  “legitimising  a 
potentially  dubious  industry”  raid 
should  be  reversed. 

Ms  Halson  fears  that  many 
people  who  resort  to  0S9L/OS9S 
services  “end  up  feeling  exploited 
and  ripped  oft  not  to  mention  more 
lonely  than  ever'. 

Glyn  Pfcton.  chairman  erf  the 
Telephone  Dating  Services  Associ¬ 
ation,  counters  that  the  fees  charged 
by  traditional  introduction  agencies  j 
or  marriage  bureaus  -  anything  j 
from  £300  to  £600  for  initial  intro-  [ 
duenons  —  are  out  of  reach  of  most  i 
people,  and  involve  weeks  of  “frus¬ 
trating  screening  by  third  parties^*. 

He  says:  “If  you’re  a  lonely  say 
person  or  unhappily  married,  you 
may  not  want  to  be  given  the  scuk 
choice  of  braving  the  local  disco  or 
shelling  out  £500  for  a  list  of  people 
dial  some  marriage  broker  believes 
will  be  suitable." 

The  ITCs  derision  to  relax  its 
roles  on  the  dating  industry  reflects 
what  a  commission  spokesman  calls 
a  “fundamental  switch  in  society’s 
attitude  to  dating"  which  today  is 
seen  as  a  way  of  making  new 
friends,  rather  than  an  automatic 
route  to  the  altar. 

While  it  continues  to  ban  ads  for 
escort  agencies,  the  ITC  takes  the 
view  that  advances  in  telephone 
technology  such  as  number  screen¬ 
ing  have  reduced  the  potential 
security  risks  of  telephone  dating. 

The  ad  for  Victoria  Telecom  poses 
tmusal  creative  problems  for  the 
team  behind  it.  Mr  Bradbury  says. 

“Being  tire  first  ad,  the  watchdogs 
will  be  keeping  a  close  eye  on  it,"  he 
says,  “and  that  means  no  naked 
torsos,  no  women  in  low-cut  blouses 
or  anything  remotely  suggestive  in 
either  the  film  or  the  vokeover." 

Mr  Pkton  concedes  that  sexually 
orientated  telephone  calls  are  a  fact 
of  life  in  his  industry,  but  adds:  “1 
think  you'll  find  that  the  ads  for  my 
members'  services  will  be  about  as 
raunchy  as  Mary  Popp  ins.” 


a  couple  silently  sharing  a 
£14.99  Harvester  planer.  It  is 
reminiscent  of  dial  scene  in 
the  1962  film  of  Torn  Jones. 
when  Albert  Finney  and 
•Joyce  Redman  acted  cut  the 
most  erotic  meal  on  celluloid 
vdth  chicken  legs  ami  lus¬ 
cious  fruit  —  but  with  touches 
of  When  Harry  Met  Sally 
thrown  in  for  good  measure. 
To  think  Harvester  spare  ribs 
and  king  prawns  could  be 
that  exciting! 

■  ON  MONDAY  Sir  Mich¬ 
ael  Bishop,  Chairman,  of 
Channel  4,  will  preside  brer 
his  last  board  meeting-  winch 
is  due  to  fix  next  yrar* 
budget  Another  four  .  direc¬ 
tors,  David  Plowright  Bert 
Hardy.  Sir  David  Nkiffllas 
and  Mary  McAteesefrhenew 
President  of  Ireland)  wifi  also 
bow  out  But  there  is  sffl  no 
news  on  who  is  going  tb  fill 
the  gaps.  Everyone  irokilved 
knows  there  should  .  have 
been  a  shadow  chairman,  for 
the  past  few  months!,  since 
Channel  4  is  bedding  matiBW  ■ 
team  under  its  chief  executive, 
Michael  Jackson.  ‘IrpeStyk 
a  mess,”  says  one\dxEector 
crossly,  though  interviews  are 
under  way.  Word  has  h  that 
Sir  Colin.  Southgate,'  chair¬ 
man  of  EMI,  is  teadf  end 
wpling.  and  would  provide 
the  commercial  experience 
deemed  essential  tobatauce 
Jackson’S  creative  liipat  V' 


.^^^^g^TURDAY  DKqBMBERn  JQQ7 


/ 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DFPFMrpp  5 1997 


45  3 


i  S 


with  party 

On  Wednesday  night  they  marked  the 
end  of  an  era  in  British  broadcast 

S0mc  st>r,e  in  Annabel’s 
dub  m  London  s  Berkeley  Square.  As  etas 
go.  rt  was  relatively  short — only  seven  years 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  British 
Droadcashng  was  permanently  changed  as  a 
result.  They  were  there  to  pay  a  fond 
farewdl  to  Sam  Chisholm,  until  a  few  weeks 
ago  chief  executive  of  British  Sky  Broadcast- 
mg.  the  satellite  television  venture. 

terrible  accident  had  struck  Annabel’s 
on  Wednesday,  a  large  slice  of  the  media's 
top  brass  would  have  been  wiped  out.  On 
Sam  Chisholm’s  left  sat  Gerry  Robinson, 
chairman  of  Granada  and  BSkyB,  and  on 
his  right  Michael  Green,  chairman  of 
Carlton  Communications  and  of  British 
Digital  Broadcasting,  the  digital  terrestrial 
television  venture  which  plans  to  launch 
more  than  a  dozen  new  channels  next  year. 

Around  the  club  were  littered  those  who 
had  helped  Chisholm  to  make  BSkyB  the 
most  profitable  broadcaster  in  Europe,  if  not 

the  most  pow¬ 
erful,  and 
those  he  bad 
jousted  with 
over  the  years 
—  such  as  Will 
Wyatt  from 
the  BBC  Bob 
Phillis,  the 
new  chairman 
of  the  Guardian  Media  Group,  and  Don 
Cruickshank.  the  strong-minded  Director- 
General  of  OfteL  the  telecommunications 
regulator. 

In  a  eloquent  testimony  to  what  BSkyB 
has  done  for  football,  and  football  has  done 
for  BSkyB,  the  directors’  box  at  Annabel's 
contained  not  just  Ken  Bates,  the  Chelsea 
chairman,  but  also  Sir  John  Halt  die  man 
who  transformed  Newcastle  United. 

In  his  tribute,  Gerry  Robinson  scarcely 
needed  to  say  that  Chisholm  had  taken  over 
“one  hell  of  a  mess"  when  worried 
shareholders  had  arranged  the  shotgun 
marriage  of  Sky  and  British  Satellite 
Broadcasting.  Then  the  combined  company 
was  bleeding  £14  million  a  week  in  losses. 
Now  the  profits  of  BSkyB,  (in  which  News 
International  owner  of  77ie  Times;  has  a  40 
per  cent  stake)  are  running  at  more  than  £6 
million  a  week.  And  Chisholm  and  BSkyB 
carved  out  £1  billion  a  year  of  revenue  for  a 
pay-television  market  in  the  UK  that  nobody 
had  seriously  tapped  before. 

"I  don’t  think  anyone  else  could  have 
done  it  in  quite  die  same  way."  said 
Robinson. 

But  for  all  the  JoDity  —  Bob  Monkiiouse 
told  the  jokes  and  Sir  David  Frost  was  the 
quesdonmaster  for  a  mock  University 
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Challenge,  “The  Chishotei  CfcaJfenge"  — 
there  was  an  air  of  finality  about  the  whole 
thing.  Guests  received  a  piece  of  silver  with 
the  dates  1990-97  and  thanks  from. Sara 
inscribed  cm  it  '•  \  • 

Although  Chisholm  has  at  tWo*ye4r  con¬ 
tract  with  BSkyB  covering  up  co  ten  days  a 
month  of  consultancy,  .it-  wouldn’t  be 
surprising  if  little  formal  eoasuftancy  actual¬ 
ly  takes  place. 

If  he  were  to  turn  up  at  BSkyB  ten  days  a 
month,  be  would  still  be  running  the  place 
when  the  reins  have  actually  been  banded  to 
the  new  chief  executives.  Marie  Booth  and 
Elisabeth  Murdoch,  both  of  whom  were,  of 
course,  in  their  places  at  ArmabeTs.  Mean¬ 
while.  the  former  chief  executive  of  BSkyB 
has-been  devoting  himself  to  die  cause  of 
ensuring  that  Peter  Mandebon  has  a 
Millennium  Dome  in  Greenwich  for  the 
right  year  and.  apparently,  getting  involved 
in  pay-tdevisian  deals  in  Pdfcmd. 

By  coincidence  this  w€ek  also  saw  the 
coming  to  fruition  of  another  of  Chisholm’s 
BSkyB 
projects  —  die 
launch  of  Sky 
Box  Office,  a 
payrper-view 
movie  service.. 

It  is  a  mod¬ 
est  harbinger 
of  the  arrival 
of  200  chan¬ 
nels  of  digital  television  next  yem-  when  as 
many  as  60  or  70  of  them  will  be  devoted  to 
films  on  a  pay-per-view  basis. 

Already,  to  see  such  films  as  The  Long 
Kiss  Goodnight  and  Michael  Collins 
several  months  before  they  are  screened  on 
die  normal  subscription  movie  channels, 
viewers  simply  have  to  call  a  number  and 
the  system  automatically  “unscrambles"  the 
film  for  viewing  and  bills  them  for  £2.99. 

■  The  whole  economics  of  200-channd 
television  will  depend  oh  the  public’s 
wQImgness  to  pay  for  such  biovies  and 
.  exclusive  sports  events. 

Apart  from  having  to  persuade  the 
audience  to  more  from  mere  subscription 
television  to  pay-penview  television,  the  new 
management  at  BStyB  could  run  into  a 
serious  obstacle  —  in  die  shape  of  Sam 
Chisbohn  happily  sipping  hs  champagne 
on  Wednesday  evening. 

What  would  happen  if  satellite  dish 
owners  turn  out  to  be  content  With  the  40 
channels  or  so  of  television  that  Chisholm 
put  together  for  them  and  named  out  to  be 
reluctant  to  migrate  to  200  channels  of 
digital  —  whatever  .  discounts  were 
provided?  . 

Tftat  would  indeed  be  a  enrfous  legacy  far 
'the  1990-97  era  of  British  breadcastfog. 


A  free  bar  is  one  agency’s  way  of  bonding  staff  after  a  merger,  says  Carol  Midgley  ft 


ruf  i.li  '  ’* 


When  the  creative  guru  behind  Wonderbra’s  famous  “Hello  Boys”  poster  left  TBWA  Simons  Palmer  after  the  merger,  the  client  soon  followed 

Life  after  Wonderbra 


In  the  vast  reception  area  of 
TBWA  Simons  Palmer’s  new 
London  headquarters  is  a  plenti¬ 
fully  stocked,  licensed  bar.  Not 
any  old  bdr,  you  understand.  This  one 
is  free,  providing  unlimited  alcohol  for 
all  staff  and  anyone  else  who  happens 
to  be  passing  through. 

The  bar.  modelled  on  Virgin’s  first- 
dass  lounge  at  Heathrow,  forms  the 
frontispiece  of  the  advertising  agency 
which  brought  us  Wonderbra.  Gold¬ 
fish  and  NDce. 

The  idea  is  to  evoke  a  new  mood  of 
optimism  and  help  staff  to  bond  since 
the  recent  controversial  merger  be¬ 
tween  Simons  Palmer  Clemmow  John¬ 
son  and  Omnicom’s  TBWA.  But  if 
good  morale  was  to  be  found  lacking,  it 
would  hardly  be  surprising. 

Since  the  merger,  several  high- 
profile  clients  have  been  lost  amid  a 
welter  of  publicity. 

Trevor  Beattie,  the  creative  guru 
behind  the  “Hello  Boys"  Wonderbra 
posters,  dedded  that  he  could  not  work 
under  the  new  arrangement.  He  left, 
and  Wonderbra.  whose  posters  filled 
more  newspaper  gossip  columns  than 
any  other  last  year,  soon  followed. 
Contracts  for  Wrigleys  and  the  Nat¬ 


ional  Canine  Defence  League  were  the 
next  to  go. 

Last  week  Nike,  for  which  Simons 
Palmer  had  worked  for  seven  years, 
transferred  its  UK  business  to  its 
global  agency  Weiden  &  Kennedy.  It 
was  a  particularly  bitter  blow.  Simons 
Palmer  had  achieved  stunning  success 
for  Nike  with  a  host  of  award-winning 
campaigns  and  the  a cd aimed  Parklife 
commercial  featuring  most  Premier 
League  players. 

The  agency  coolly  responded  by 
taking  out  a  two-page  ad  in  Campaign, 
featuring  all  its  Nike  work  with  the 
caption:  “All  the  best  from  TBWa 
Simons  Palmer." 

Paul  Simons,  chief  executive  of  the 
agency,  says:  "It  is  true  that  there  was  a 
lot  of  anger  over  that  because  we  had 
worked  with  them  for  seven  years. 
When  we  first  took  on  the  business. 
Nike  was  a  £40  million  company  here. 
Today  it  is  a  £400  million  company.  We 
look  an  obscure  brand  and  made  it  a 
household  name.  And  now  they  hare 
derided  to  stop  doing  business  and  you 
think  ‘Well,  thanks  guys.’ " 

Nike  spent  about  £10  million  a  year 
with  Simons  Palmer,  but  Simons  is 
stoical,  insisting  that  he  always  knew 


Nike  would  drop  them  if  Weiden  & 
Kennedy  opened  a  London  operation. 

“TTiis  is  not  the  worst  thing  we're 
had  to  cope  with,  believe  me."  he  says. 
“Our  biggest  crisis  was  losing  British 
Telecom.  We  were  only  three  years  old 
and  BT  was  spending  E30  million  a 
year  with  us.  But  a  couple  of  weeks 
later  we  got  a  contract  from  The  Sun. 

“People  can’t  operate  in  this  world  if 
they  go  around  with  a  defeatist 
attitude.  Mentally,  you  hare  to  be  like 
an  athlete  and  learn  to  pick  yourself  up 
after  a  knock.  After  we  lost  Nike,  the 
people  here  were  upset  momentarily 
bur  then  they  said.  *Oh  well,  to  heli 
with  if  " 

Simons  said  he  had  offered 
Beattie  some  of  his  personal 
shares  to  stay  but  he  felt 
betrayed  at  not  being  told  of 
the  merger.  Beanie  had  wanted  to  head 
the  creative  team  but  Simons  told  him 
it  was  impossible. 

“Trevor  is  great  but  1  had  to  think  in 
terms  of  the  whole  agency  and  all  the 
other  creative*  we  have  here.  His 
leaving  is  another  thing  which  just 
happens.  Trevor’s  personal  fame  came 
from  things  like  Wonderbra,  which 


was  very  high  profile  but  in  our  terms, 
low  in  importance.  It  was  only  worth 
about  £100.000,  which  is  tiny  relatively 
speaking." 

The  agency’s  biggest  client  is  cur¬ 
rently  Nissan  (which  spends  E50 
million  a  year),  and  key  clients  such  as 
Sony  Playstation,  News  of  the  World . 
The  Sun  and  Bally  International.  This 
month  it  will  be  pitching  to  Guinness 
and  ITV. 

By  merging  two  very  different  agen¬ 
cies,  ihe  strategy  is  to  become  an 
international  creative  force  and  agency 
of  the  year  in  1998.  The  free  bar  is  the 
first  stage  in  their  bid  to  knit  the  two 
agencies  together. 

“1  wanted  something  colourful  and 
uplifting,  to  feel  like  a  home.  Someone 
said  1  should  put  £50,000  aside  for  one 
of  those  staff  bonding  weekends  and  1 
thought,  why  not  just  spend  it  on  a  free 
bar?  "if  you  want  social  glue,  the  best 
way  to  achieve  ii  is  to  have  people 
standing  talking  to  each  other.  I  want 
this  agency  to  be  warm,  non-corporate 
and  an  antidote  to  all  the  others.  We 
warn  be  the  most  successful  and  the 
most  creative  agency  around.  The 
more  creative  you  are.  the  more  the 
product  sells." 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
01714814481 


MEDIA,  SALES  &  MARKETING 


FAX: 

0171  782  7826 


Director  Designate  - 
Sales  Management  Consultancy 

Rn  rirmghamshira  b&SC 


Could  you  build  up  and  lead  a  new  consultancy 
with  the  support  of  a  famous  brand  name? 

TACK  Training  International  is  Britain’s 
leading  sales  and  sales  management  training 
organisation  with  many  thousands  of  clients  in  the 
UK  and  worldwide.  We  now  wish  to  extend  our 
services  to  provide  a  full  management  consultancy 
to  Sales  Directors  on  such  topics  as  sales  team 
organisation,  rewards  and  incentives,  and  sales 
force  automation  systems. 

If  you  have  experience  during  the  last  5  years  of 
both  consultancy  and  successful  sales  management 
(especially  in  IT  or  telecommunications)  you  could . 
be  the  person  we  are  looking  for  to  develop 
TACK  Management  Consultants 


into  a  substantial  business.  In  the  short  term,  while 
you  are  growing  die  business,  you  must  be  prepared 
to  sell  your  own  services  personally  and  deliver  top 
quality  advice  to  demanding  clients.  This  is  an 
exceptional  opportunity  for  an  exceptional  person 
and  only  ambitious  “self-starters"  should  apply. 

You  will  receive  a  good  basic  salary,  an  open- 
ended  performance-related  bonus,  company  car  and 
other  top  level  benefits. 


Please  send  brief  CV  fadndlng  recent  eanungs 
progression  to  Erie  PUHnger,  Managing  Director, 
TACK  International  LttiL,  TACK  House, 
Latimer  Park,  Chesham,  Bucks  HP5  1TK. 
Fax:  01494  765385. 


International 

Search*  Selection 


North  West 


Capital 

Equipment 


c.  £40K 
+  Bonus 
+  Car 


A  core  division  (T/O  c.  £30m)  within  this  listed  pic,  ourefient  has  manufacturing  facilities  in 
the  UK  and  Germany  which  have  an  international  reputation  for  precision  engineered,  high 
quality  products.  Flexible  design  capability  enable*  the  toll  satisfaction  of  customer  needs 
within  a  niche,  yet  consistently  growing,  market  sector. 

The  Role  .... 

•  Direct  and  manage  the  sales  &  marketing  activities  to  meet  short  term  objectives  and 
generate  long  term  growth 

a  Manage  and  develop  the  international  network  of  trading  partners  to  ensure  optimum 
coverage  of  each  local  market 

•  As  a  key  member  of  the  senior  management  team,  contribute  cross  functionally  on  the 

formulation  of  a  unified  business  strategy. 

•^Graduate  calibre,  possessing  a  demonstralablc  track  record  in  successfiifly  building  and 
-  managing  a  rales  team  selling  capital  equipneBtio  bine -chip  customers  an  a  global  basis 

•  Proven  track  record  in  xrm*Png  international  agent/distributor  networks  '  ' 

•  Able  to  budd  strong  relationships  with  beflcagucs  through  effective  application  of 

motivatioial  and  commercial  management  drills-  A  working  understanding 

of  German  would  be  advantageous. 

u,  okese  -write  wish  a  full  CV,  detaBs  arrant  setury  and  quoting  ref  052/ST  to 

SJSpLSbhm  Nevoid  Poland,  Conan  JSoase,  The  Bwrfomnrfr  Estate,  Ebnete  Lane, 
^i^Ue^LS8  2L(l  7*0113  218  8060.  AUermthety  seudby  fexan  0113  218  8020  or 

e-mirib  ygizard@nevard-roknuLcoJth 

BUM” 


Can  you  bring  Vision  and  Focus  to  a  Communications  Leader? 


Senior  Product  Marketing  Manager 


Based:  Thames  Valley 


People  »  People  Dxhwdogy 


OKI  Daiu  Corporation,  the  electronics  multinational,  was 
e*Lil)U»heil  in  1881  and  now  has  a  revenue  exceedinj;  ST 
billion  p-u.  It  is  pehaps  unique  for  a  Japanese  curptnation  in 
that  it  has  a  truly  gloixd  culture  with  responsibility  and 
authority  sitting  firmly  at  a  local  level. 

As  a  major  part  of  the  highly  successful  European  operation, 
OKI  Systems  ( UK)  Limited  enjoys  the  freedom  of  being  an 
autonomous  country  operation  whilst  reaping  the  benefits  of 
being  port  of  a  work!  leader  that  nr*  only  has  ownership  of  its 
technology  but  is  constantly  progressing  through  its  S400 
million  annual  spend  on  R&D. 

Continued  growth  in  their  share  of  facsimile  and  printer 
markets,  combined  with  a  significant  technical 
advantage  in  the  quality  colour  page  printer  market, 
makes  the  immediate  future  one  of  the  nrxNt  exciting  in 
the  L1C  company’s  hbioty. 


OKI  has  created  a  completely  new  position  for  a  Senior 
Product  Marketing  Manager  who  really  understands  maji<r 
branding  pmgnuiunes  and  who  has  the  focus,  business 
knowledge  and  professional  marketing  flair  necessity  to  make 
a  slgnjlVant  tuiunhuuon  across  this  diverse  or^inisaixin. 

You  would  report  to  the  Marketing  Director  and 
have  responsibility  for  a  multi-product  portfolio. 
Demonstrable  success  in  a  high  profile,  technology 
orientated  company  wi  >uld  be  desirable. 

If  you  can  meet  the  demands  of  this  challenging  role,  then 
please  write  with  full  career  and  personal  details  and 
highlighting  those  pans  of  your  background  and 
personality  that  you  feel  are  particularly  relevant,  to  The 
Managing  Director,  Strategic  Resource  St  Juts  ms  Limited, 
Solutions  House.  12-13  Bridge  Avenue.  Maidenhead, 
bcikshirc  SLri  IKK 


STRATEGIC  RESOURCE  SOLUTIONS 


S 


E  N  I  O  R  S  A  L  E  S  E  X  E  C  U  T  I  V 

CUSTOMER  SERVICE  &  SUPPORT/HELPDEiK  SOLUTIONS 


THAMES  VALLEY.  BASIC  £4  0-4  5  K.  OTE  £  8  5  -  90  K  PLUS  BENEFITS 


The  Company-  Since  1984,  Platinum  Software 
Corporation  has  developed  and  sold  financial  accounting 
applications  to  mid-sized  companies  and  divisions  oflarge 
corporations.  "With  over  40,000  customers  worldwide, 
their  client-server  products  have  an  excellent  reputation 
across  a  variety  of  industries. 

Earlier  this  year,  as  part  of  their  strategic  expansion  plans. 
Platinum  acquired  Clientele  Software,  a  significant  player 
in  the  Customer  Information  Systems  (CIS)  market. 
Clientele's  products  focus  on  customer  management 
software  for  mid-sized  organisations,  including  sales  force 
automation,  help  desk  and  enterprise  resource  planning. 

The  Role  The  UK  division  of  Clientele  is  already  well 
established  and  is  looking  to  significantly  increase  product 
sales  by  hiring  a  Senior  Sales  Executive  to  generate  further 
business  through  both  direct  and  indirect  channels. 
Reporting  id  Platinum’s  UK  Director,  the  role  is  primarily 
selling  to  larger  accounts  but  will  also  require  managing 

PEATINUM’ 


the  small,  office-based  sales  team.  Ideal  candidates  are 
likely  to  come  from  a  sales  background  in  CIS/helpdesk 
solutions  with  a  good  understanding  of  the  technical  and 
business  issues  involved.  This  is  an  exciting  opportunity 
for  a  highly  motivated,  successful  person  to  be  largely 
responsible  for  the  growth  of  the  UK  business  and  offers 
great  potential  for  career  progression  within  Platinum. 

Candidates  interested  in  pursuing  careers  in  sales,  pre-sales 
or  consultancy  at  Platinum  in  accounting,  manufacturing 
or  distribution  application  software  are  also  invited  to 
contact  Hayward  &  Associates  for  more  information. 

To  apply,  please  send  your  CV,  quoting  reference 
MR/1350  to  Monica  Reynolds  at  Hayward  &  Associates, 
Hanover  House,  Montpellier  Walk,  Cheltenham. 
GIos.  GL50  1SD.  Tel  01242  236277  Van  01242  236288. 
Email:  Mreynoldsl@aoLcom 
Internet  address:  http^/www.topjobsjiet/hayward 
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1. 1  is  fitting  that  Steve 
“rul.  the  man  who 
s&rted  the  cable  channel 
Court  TV  and  the  bible 
°t  me  legal  world,  TheAmeri- 
«w  l/ntyer  magazine,  should 
use  a  joke  about  lawyers  to 
promote'  his  new  magazine 
“out  the  media.  Content. 

The  joke  -  -Why  should 
lawyers  love  the  press?" 

journalism  is  the 
p™y  profession  that  makes 
lawyers  look  good”  —  was 
created  in  a  Brill  column  some 
years  ago.  It  offers  the  perfect 
segue  between  Brill’S  18  years 
oovermg  the  legal  profession 
and  the  target  of  his  new 
magazine  —  the  media  world. 

“What  I  came  to  realise  is 
that  when  it  comes  to  power, 
lack  of  accountability  and 
arrogance,  the  only  group  that 
made  lawyers  look  good  was 
the  media,”  he  says. 

Content  will  put  the  media 
in  America  and  the  UK  under 
the  microscope,  and  if  The 
American  Lawyer  is  the  tem¬ 
plate,  journalists  should  be 
worried.  From  its  debut  in 
1978.  die  magazine  went  inside 
the  big  law  firms,  exposing 
salaries  and  profitability,  exec¬ 
utives  who  screwed  up  and 
those  who  wielded  real  power. 

Content,  scheduled  for 
launch  next  May,  plans  to 
turn  the  same  spotlight  on 
journalism,  but  it  mil  be  more 
than  a  trade  magazine.  Con¬ 
tent  wants  to  be  a  mainstream 
magazine,  competing  with 
Wired  and  The  Economist.  As 
the  magazine's  literature  ex¬ 
plains:  “The  media.  It's  the 
single  most  powerful  influence 
on  your  life.  Isn’t  it  time 
someone  held  it  accountable?" 

While  Brill  has  long  wanted 
to  do  a  magazine  on  the  media, 
the  riming  of  this  venture  was 
nor  planned.  Content  has 
come  together  this  year  since 
Brill  was  squeezed  out  of  the 
company  ne  built,  losing 
Court  TV — which  covered  the 
Louise  Woodward  trial  —  and 
The  American  Lawyer  to  his 
major  league  partners,  the 
American  network  NBC,  the 
cable  operator  TCI  and  the 
merged  Time-Wamer  and 
Turner  empires. 

Brill,  whose  reputation  as  a 
demanding  boss,  a  difficult 
partner  and  a  brilliant  jour- 


A  new  US  media  magazine  will  include  our  journalists 
in  its  hall  of  shame^  Louise  McElvogue  reports 


Steve  Brilk  “  Journalism  is  the  only  profession  that  makes  lawyers  look  good” 


nalist  is  well  known,  did  not 
give  up  his  baby  easily.  Nor 
did  he  leave  empty-handed,  as 
he  made  dear  in  a  statement 
announcing  his  departure  in 
which  he  said  he  had  “secured 
financial  independence”  He 
wont  comment  on  the  figure, 
believed  to  be  $20  million 
(EI25  million). 

News  of  Brill's  departure 
came  in  February,  and  after  a 
six-month  handover  period,  he 
now  occupies  a  temporary 
office  in  the  Time-Wamer 
building  in  New  York.  Over¬ 
night  he  went  from  running  a 


staff  empire  of  900  to  a  five- 
person  start-up. 

Although  his  new  .  media 
magazine  will  cover  com¬ 
panies  such  as  Turner  and 
Time-Wamer  extensively. 
Brill  promises  that  Content 
will  not  be  a  vehicle  for 
revenge.  “We  will  not  be 
dwelling  cm  whatever  fights  I 
had  in.  the  past  The  worst 
thing  journalism  can  do,  apart 
fitom  being  biased,  is  to  be 
predictable." 

Contents  dummy  issue 
promises  stories  to  make 
media  companies  .  squirm: 


“Who’S  the  biggest  plagiarist 
among  big-time  journalists? 
Five  financial  pundits  who  are 
never  right-  ■ .  The  ten  laziest 
White  House  reporters."  Con¬ 
tent  also  promises  to  check 
mistakes  made  in  network 
news  bulletins. 

British  journalists  will  also 
be  within  Contents  radar, 
and  Brill  sees  plenty  of  story 
ideas  in  the  UK,  where  he 
finds  it  remarkable  that  a 
proprietor  such  as  Rupert 
Murdoch  runs  a  quality  news¬ 
paper  such  as  The  Times 
alongside  a  tabloid  paper  such 


as  The  Sun.  Journalists  should 
be  worried.  Brill’S  standards, 
are  high  and  he- is  obsessive 
about  accuracy.  At  Court  TV 
and  The  American  Lawyer,, 
journalists  who  made-  mis¬ 
takes  were  named  in  frill 
corrections  displayed  promi¬ 
nently. 

His  zeal  for  accuracy  is 
genuine.  His  meticulously  re¬ 
ported  1978  book  on  Mafia 
influences  in  the  American 
transport  union.  The  Team¬ 
sters,  is  studied  in  many 
journalism  schools,  and  the 
code  of  ethics  for  TTie  Ameri¬ 
can  Lender  makes  dear  just 
how  serious  he  is  about  the 
responsibiUty  of  die  press. 

Brill  will  bring  the  same 
seriousness  to  Content  and 
while  the  idea  of  an  insider's 
report  card  cm  the  media  is 
tantalising  —  particularly  to 
those  in  the  business  —  find¬ 
ing  an  audience  for  a  main¬ 
stream  magazine  on  the 
subject  in  the  crowded  Ameri- 
.  can  market  will  betoagh.  Brill 
spent  $1  million  of  ms  own 
money  testing,  die  idea  on 
5,000  potential '  subscribers 
and  said  his  response  rate  —  5 
per  cent,  when  all  he  needed 
was  3.5  per  cent —proves  there 
is  a  market 

“It  is  not  a  trade  publica¬ 
tion,”  he  s::ys.  “It  is  meant  to 
be  like  George  (John 

F.  Kennedy  Jr's  monthly  polit¬ 
ical  magazine]  or  Business 
Week  or  Esquire,  it  will  be  a 
consumer  report  on  the  infor¬ 
mation  age  fra-  people  who 
care  about  what  they  see  on 
television  and  what  they  get 
when  they  log  on  to  the  Web." 

■  Brill  hopes  to  attract  adver¬ 
tisers  who  target  these  “inform 
nation  age'*  readers.  With  a 
group  of  unnamed  private 
investors,  he  expects  to  spend 
$20-30  million  and  reach  a 
circulation  of  350,000  in  five 
years. 

Content  will  also  have  -  a 
Website  and  a  television  pro¬ 
gramme:  Even  so.  a  navel- 
gazing  magazine  an  toe  media 
is  a  long  way  from  Court  TV, 
which  was  in  32  million  Amer¬ 
ican  homes  and  took  Brill  into 
the  big  time,  ft  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  toe  British  will 
want  not  only  to  read  and 
watch  tiie  media,  but  read 
about  it  as  well. 


The  Prince,  that 
picture  arid  privacy 


Sunday  is  always  the  most  difficult  day 
of  ibeweekf^.edifors.  Ail  the  normal 
sources  of  news  dry  up  aud  it  is  even, 
more  difficult  to.- find  a  news  photograph 
worth  displaying  on  the  front  page. 

-  Study  last  Monday's  frontpages  and  it  is 
obvious  that  it  was  one  of  the  tosnnest  hews 
days  of  the 'year.  The  Daily  Mail  opted  to 
boy  toe  only  news  picture  of  the  day  of 
Marion  Hamilton,  the  organ  donor  who 
was  suffaring  from  CJD  when  she  died,  (an 
expensive  option  for  a  broadsheet  where  it 
was  worth  only  a  single  colmrui).  • 

At  The  Tones,  weopred  instead  for  a  stock 
picture  of  author  Michael  Dobbs.  The 
Guardian  selected  a  picture  of  sperm 
whales  beached  off  The  Netherlands,  The 
IizdepeitdeRt  decided  ou  a  pretty  picture  of  a 
Japanese  giri  in  Kyoto.  Spice  Giri  Geri  was 
the  choice  of  The  Sun,  Shirley  Bassey  of  The 
Express  and.  stock  pictures  of-  Frances 
Shand-Kydd  and  Victoria  Spencer  featured 
in.The  Mirror.] 

Yet  shortly  -after  -8pm  last  Sunday,  a 
picture  arrived  - 
at  every  news¬ 
paper  that 
suddenly  an¬ 
swered  oight 
editors*  pray- ' 
ers.  All  it 
showed  was  a 
free  in  the 
crowd  at 
Highbury  —  but  it  was  the  face  of  Prince 
Harry,  wearing  an  Arsenal  supporter's 
bobble  hat. 

Then  toe  awkward  questions  started. 
Surely  the  guidelines  agreed  by  editors  with 
the  Press  Complaints  Commission  after  the 
death  of  Diana,  Princess  ofWales,  expressly 
forbade  using  pictures  of  toe  Princes  until 
they  left  schooL  The  guidelines  have  not  yet 
been  sent  to  editors  but  there. is  no  doubt 
about  their  meaning,  and  especially  their 
spirit  the  Princes  should  be  left  to  grow  to 
aduHhoodtomiolested  by  photographers. 

And  yet  and  yet  Surety,,  too,  Prince  Harry 
was  in  a  pubfic  place:  He  was  not  being 
harassed  ami  he  was  hot  compromised.  It 
was  a  “nicer  picture  that  would  grace  any 
front  page  and  interest  readers.  Surely  it 
couldn't  do  him  any  harm?  , 

There  was  also  a  pofitiical  dimension. 
Editors  are  stiU  reeling  from  the  fierce 
backlash  against  newspapers  after  toe 
Princess’s  death,  mean  while  strongly  resist¬ 
ing  the  introduction  of  a  law  of  privacy. 
They  would  hardly  help  their  cause  if  they 
published  Prince  Harry’s  picture,  if  the 
Palace  protested  and  pubfie  opinion  swung 
against  the  press  again.  - 
As  night  editors  asked  themselves  how 
their  editors  would  react  if  they  did  not 


Brian 

MacArthw 


publish  die  picture  and  their  rivals  did.  there 
was  also  a  human  dimension.  What  if  their 
rivals  sold  more  copies  next  morning? 

At  TheTimes,  advised  to  err  on  tbe  side  of 
caution  since  the  Princes  needed  more  time 
to  become  accustomed  to  being  photo¬ 
graphed,  we  decided  not  to  publish.  Whatev¬ 
er  the  temptation,  we  felt  it  was  wrong.  The 
Daily  Telegraph  thought  differently  and 
-used  the  picture  across  five  columns  on  its 
frontpage.  The  Daily  Matt  and  The  Mirror 
used  the  picture  but  only  cm  inside  pages. 
Their  main  rivals,  The  Express  and  The 
Sim.  derided  against  The  Sun,  often 
accused  of  intrusion  into  the  private  lives  of 
toe  Royal  Family  by  The  Daily  Telegraph, 
was  understandably  upset,  particularly  with 
its  Editor.  Charles  Moore.  Mr  Moore 
thunders  mightily  from  his  pulpit  at  Canary 
Wharf  against  the  sins  of  other  editors  and 
they  would  relish  an  opportunity  to  convict 
him  of  slipping  from  his  high  standards. 
The  Sun,  indeed,  accused  him  oF  a  “flagrant 
breach”  of  an  agreement  not  to  publish 
pictures  of  toe 
Princes  on  pri¬ 
vate  occasions. - 
Yet  Moore 
bad  checked 
his  decision 
with  the  Pat- 
ace  on  Sunday 
night  and 
there  was  no 
objection.  The  confusion  arose  from  conflict¬ 
ing  signals  from  the  Palace.  Moore  got  one. 
77re  Times  got  another.  That  confusion- is 
now  about  to  be  sorted  out  The  new  PCC 
guidelines  will  reach  editors  next  week.  At 
toe  instigation  of  the  Palace,  meanwhile,  toe 
three  editors  who  used  the  picture  —  Moore, 

Paul  Dacre  (Mail)  and  Piers  Morgan 
(Mirror)  —  will  be  asked  by  the  PCC ' 
Chairman  Lord  Wakeham  for  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  their  decision  —  which  probably  did 
not  breach  any  guidelines  but  which  foiled 
to  observe  toe  spirit  of  the  agreement 
Advisers  to  Prince  Charles,  nevertheless, 
accept  that  toe  total  blackout  on  pictures  of 
(he  Princes  agreed  in  the  immediate 
aftermath  of  the  Princess's  death  cannot  go 
on.  A  photo  opportunity  will  be  arranged 
when  toe  Princes  go  sfcungwith  their  father 
in  Klostezs  next  month  —  and  toe  eventual 
deal  with  the  Palace  is  likely  to  be  that 
editors  will  be  offered  opportunities  to 
photograph  toe  princes  at  least  once  a  year 
*  at  their  schools  and  once  in  every  school 
holiday.  All  editors  will  then  know  exactly 
what  the  polity  is  on  photographing  the 
Princes  —  and  will  be  4fctisfied  with  an 
„  arrangementthat  removes  confusion.  When 
'  Prince  Harry  next  goes  to  Highbury,  his 
picture  wont  appear  on  any  front  page. 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
0171  481 4481 


MEDIA,  SALES  &  MARKETING 


In  1371  INTO,  introduced  the  world's  first  microprocessor;  today  more  than  80%  of  all  PCs  worldwide  are 
equipped  with  INTEL  microcomputer  components.  The  INTEL  Pentium"  U  Processor  has  become  the  standard 
for  today's  PCs.  More  than  60.000  employees  have  as  their  aim  to  maintain  the  company's  reputation  for  tech- . 
nical  in  novation  and  Its  market  leadership  position.  To  pro-actively  drive  the  market  communication  process 
in  Europe  the  European  PR  Team  now  wishes  to  add  experienced  professionals 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS  PROGRAMS  MANAGER  -  EUROPE 

based  in  Swindon/London  (UK)  or  Munich  (Germany) 


You  will  assume  responsibility  for  build¬ 
ing  and  managing  relations  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  European  market  analysts  m  the  IT 
field.  Youwfll  develop,  drive  and  implement 
communication  programs  with  regard  to 
Inters  technology,  products  and  strategy. 
You  will  work  closely  with  your  US  col¬ 


leagues,  the  European  PR  and  marketing 
managers  and  toe  market  research  team. 

You  will  have  a  degree  in  commu¬ 
nications,  business  or  computer  sciences 
and  a  minimum  of  5  years’  experience  in 
PR.  marketing  or  market  research  in  the 


high-tech  environment  with  2-3  years  at 
a  pan- European  level.  You  have  success¬ 
fully  demonstrated  your  ability  to  manage 
andco^mffrraterrajkrptePRprtyectssrtni- 
taneousJy,  develop  and  maintain  3rd  party . 
relationships,  and  network  across  busi¬ 
ness  groups. 


Central  London 


FAX: 

0171  782  7826 


Attractive  £Packagcs 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS  PROGRAMS  MANAGER  -  EUROPE 

Networking  products  -  based  in  Swindon 


Language  Line 

Language  Line  isa  fast-growing  niche-market  provider  of  a  Nation-wide 
telephone  interpreting  service  to  organisations  serving  those  who  don’t  y»nk 
••  English.  We  regains : 

Marketing  Manager 

To  take  fall  responsibility  for  all  aspects  of  the  m^anigm^nV  marli^-mg  ^ 


You  witi  develop  and  drive  the  im- 
ptemerttatian  of  PR  programs  for  network¬ 
ing  hard-  and  software  products.  You  will 
Ease  closely  with  regional  and  central  PR 
team  in  Europe  and  in  tha  US  as  well  as 
the  European  marketing  group  to  ensure 
consistencv  with  Intel’s  world-wide  PR 
messages.  This  win  include  writing  and 
editing  press  material,  organising  press 


tours,  senior  executive  speeches,  budget 
management,  etc.  Key  to  this  role  is  too 
active  coordination  of  the  regional  PR 
teams  to  ensure  positive  coverage  across 
European  madia  for  the  relevant  product 


Ybu  nil  have  a  degree  n  business,  com¬ 
puting  or  communications;  andfor  PfVJour- 


nalism.  together  with  5  -  6  years'  high-tech 
PR  experience  with2-3  years  at  a  pan- 
European  level,  preferably  within  the  net¬ 
working  products  environment.  Excellent 
understanding  of  networking  technology 
is  required,  fluen  cy  m  EngSsfa  and  at  least 
one  other  European  language  wffl  be  a  pre¬ 
requisite. 


PRESS  RELATIONS  PROFESSIONAL 

based  in  Swindon  or  London 


Major  Account  Managers  (2) 

We  need  one  account  manager  to  supplemerirour  sals  acriririK  with  customers 
in  the  FubEc  and  Voluntary  rectors  thronghom:  the  TJX,  ami  aiMtUw 
forward  our  expansion  -wirh  cammm-talagtamgn;  in  the  UK  and  Europe. 

We  are  seeking  anbiriom  experienced  talented  team  players  who  can  drive  otrr 
aftmsimt  forward  a t  an  even  fester  pice.  Tim  successful  applicants  will  be  able 
to  work  ic  a  small  Beam  and IwflT  take:  pride  in  making  a  major  contribution  to 
toe  company's  future  direction.  Attractive  remuneration  packages  wfll 
perftnaaaBOMdKed^ bourne*  and  paitit^ation  in  a  share  option  scheme. 

ff  jam  have  the  enthusiasm  and  credentials  to  fill  these  chalkaging 


You  wffl  be  responsible  for  buSdtng  and 
maintaining  relationships  with  the  techni¬ 
cal  and  tirade  press  m  the  Northern  Euro¬ 
pean  region.  This  will  include  organising 
product  launch  events,  press  tours,  brief¬ 
ings,  seramare  and  pravk^  briefing  mate¬ 
rial  on  Inters  products  and  positioning. 


Excellent  communicatian  and  pre¬ 
sentation  skfis;  a  creative  approach  to  PR, 
a  forget  focused  woridng  style  and  a  high 
level  of  team  orientation  are  essential 


We  offs'  mterestxig  positions  providing 
scope  for  creativity  and  initiative,  excel- 
fent  opportunities  for  personal  develop¬ 
ment  together  with  an  attractive  compen¬ 
sation  end  benefits  package,  including 


You  wffl  act  as  the  Intel  spokesperson  ntti 
the  press  tn  close  liaison  with  senior 
management  and  set  up  joint  PR  activities 
with  Date  and  other  partners  as  required. 

Based  on  a  degree  si  communication, 
journalism  or  business  you  wiD  have  3  -  4 


profit  sharing.  Relocation  assistance  is 
available. 

For  further  information  please  call 
Marten  Erber-Ludwig,  telephone 
K  tz-fl  or  submit  your  fun 
car^dmilshEng^motfrconfidtants. 

Addftwnal  information  on  Hits!  and  other 
job  openings  is  awatoble  do  internet 
tap^wwwjntel.cmn 


years'  experience  in  a  high-techflT  PR 
environment  either  in  a  corporation,  PR 
agency  or  as  a  journalist  with  good 
contacts  to  tin  technical  and  hade  press. 
Fluency  in  Engfish  is  requued  and  compe¬ 
tence  in  another  European  language  wfit 
be  a  strong  plus. 


BterAintwig  &  Partner  GmbH 
BoctdfoortAdrariiiiafi&Sriac&n 
Nympbenburger  Stel4t 
D- 80634  Mundran 
Fine  44^03-130682.-25 
MfoftertMaMudwig^t-oolinejte' 


Northdown  Strert,  London  N|  9BN,  emaS  ;  ^Cj\DBURY©AOL.COM 


wont  freelance  frum  borne. 
Contact  Nfcola  Lodowed  oa  Pin  320 1415,  wenafl 


Intel. 


TN  totti  tod*  Logo  ad  PnfDB  an  i«| 
mfemts  Hf  Iran  Capote. 


RBPUES  SHOULD  BE 
ADDRESSED  TO; 


Cfo  TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O.BOX  3593, 
VtRGMlAST, 
LONDON.  E19QA. 


HARRIET  GABB  RECRUITMENT  LTD 


£2M§§]ULtta  | 


TMs  fa*  Nwiottr  shows  yoo  I 
««cay  taw  la  pay  far  Wjar  I 
KwatandmiiftaMiwyt  § 
CM  FNc  0800371500  f 
+  «1«2K0Wa  Jt 


MUSIC 

Irnlustrv  l/uinr/rs 


Wsn  nmnng  a  unquo 
training  came  fa  oonjunettan 
udftflw  music  induvfcy,  Rjnu 
an  HarasNd  in  tm  business 
Phase  CaflGfobal  the 

@171  583  0236 


TEL:  0171  02S  3635  FAX.  0171  533  33£i£ 
WARWICK  HOUSE. 
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The  change  of  fife 


ft 


’s  bloomers  are  such  bad  news 


Technical  hitches  undermine 
confidence  in  BBC  news. 
Michael  Leapman  reports 


On  Tuesday  BBC 
News  24,  the  all- 
news  cable  station, 
carried  live  cover¬ 
age  of  Robin  Cook’s  moving 
speed!  at  the  start  of  the 
London  conference  cm  Nazi 
gold.  About  hallway  through, 
a  caption  flashed  across  the 
Foreign  Secretary’s  left 
breast  “Government  advert”. 

Regular  watchers  of  News 
-  24  will  know  that  this  was  not 
a  sly  attempt  at  sabotage  by 
an  in-house  crypto-Tory,  but 
just  another  familiar  glitch  in 
the  technology.  The  caption 
had  been  accidentally 
broughr  forward  from  a  later 
report  on  drink-driving,  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  Mr  Cook  at  all. 

Similar  mistakes  happen 
every  day.  Tony  Banks  has 
been  labelled  “promotional 
video*;.  At  Prime  Minister's 
Question  Time  last  week,  an 
innocent  MP  was  identified 
as  the  BBC  political 
correspeondent  Huw  Ed¬ 
wards.  And  the  Evening 
Standard  reported  that  Jenny 
Bond,  the  court  corres¬ 
pondent,  was  captioned 
“Scary  Spice",  although  this 
sounds  apocryphal. 

The  BBCs  line  is  that  these 
and  related  bloomers  —  such 


as  the  inadvertent  switching 
of  file  camera  from  the  cur¬ 
rent  story  ,  to  something  or. 
someone  quite  irrelevant  — 
are  the  result  of  “minor 
teething  problems  with  some 
of  tiie  technology,  nothing 
that  we  consider  a  major 
problem1’.  Certaihly  .it  would 
be  unfair  to  write  off. the 
whole  enterprise  just  because 
of  small  irritations.. 

Yet  tihe  service  has,  been  in 
operation  for  a  month.  Babies 
are  allowed  to  teethe •  for 
longer;  but  for  a  state-of-the- 
art  television  service  itaught 
to  be  more  than  enough  time 
to  get  the  technology  right. 

It  matters  because  repeated 
presentational  lapses  under¬ 
mine  die  confidence  of  the 
production  team.  News  24  is 
still  afflirted  by  die  twrtchj- 
ness  that  was  apparent  on 
day  one.  The  presenters,  win¬ 
some  as  they  are,  seem  per¬ 
manently  on  edge,  wondering 
where  the  next  foul-up  is 
coining  from.  This  is  one 
reason  why  News  24  lacks  the 
energy  and  Immediacy  of  the 
two  other  stations  vying  for 
the  attention  of  news  junkies 
subscribing  to  cable.  Sky 
News  and  the  America’s 
CNN.  (News  24.is.also  trans- 


Technical  hitch;  a  caption  for  Scary  Spice  is  said  to  have  appeared  under  BBC  court  correspondent  Jenny  Bond 


mined  ,  on  BBC1  in  the  early 
hours  after  daytime  schedul¬ 
ing  has.  shut  down.) 

Hie  prevailing  lethargy  is 
especially  apparent  at  break¬ 
fast  time,  when  most  viewers 
want  a  quick,  succinct  sum¬ 
mary  of  important  stories  and 
overnight  developments.  On 
Tuesday,  switching  on  at 
7.40am,  I  waited  20  minutes 
for  a  substantia]  news  round¬ 
up  The  intervening  time  was 
mainly  taken  up  by  overlong 
interviews  and  a  leisurely. 


report/feature  on  the  ethics  of 
using  cannabis  for  medical 
purposes.  At  that  time  of  the 
morning  we  want  the  snappy 
urgency  of  Channel  5  News 
rather  -  than  an  ersatz 
Newsnight. 

The  core  problem,  apart 
from  the  technical  hitches,  is 
that  the  BBC  has  yet  to  decide 
News  24*s  real  purpose. 
When  it  was  announced,  the 
Director-General,  John  Bin. 
and  the  head  of  news,  Tony 
Hall,  its  principal  advocates. 


Said  it  was  high  time  that 
viewers  could  get  the  news 
when  they  wanted  it  rather 
than  when  the  BBC  chose  to 
schedule  the  bulletins. 

That  implies  a  rolling  news 
service  where  you  can  find  out 
what  is  going  on  whenever 
you  tune  in.  It  has  not  turned 
out  like  that  Although  two  or 
three  main  headlines  are 
repeated  every  15  minutes,  the 
long  interviews  and  analyses 
fatally  slow  the  pace. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  day. 


7 _30pm  is  when  many  com¬ 
muters  return  home  and  may 
want  a  quick  fix  on  the  news. 
On  News  24  they  first  have  to 
sit  through  the  daily  half- 
hour  interview  slot  Hard 
Talk. 

Tuesdays  interviewee  was 
die  American  playwight 
Edward  Albee.  It  was  a 
fascinating  half-hour  and 
Tim  Sebastian,  a  former  for¬ 
eign  correspondent  turns  out 
to  be  a  real  find  as  an 
interviewer  —  but  it  did  not 


fjw  remotest  connection 
with  the  news;  a  bad  case  of 
perverse  scheduling.  You 
would  imagine  that  the  BBC 
could  at  least  score  points 
ovct  its  rivals  by  the  extent 
and  depth  of  its  foreign  cover¬ 
age;  but  even  here  its  perfor¬ 
mance  on  Tuesday  was 
desultory.  The  overseas  sto¬ 
nes  were  the  Australian  bush 
fires,  the  resignation  of  Paki¬ 
stan's  President  and  an  ap¬ 
parent  offer  by  President 
Yeltsin  to  reduce  Russia's 
nuclear  weaponry. 

N«vs  24’s  first  reports  on 
die  pres  were  nowhere  near 
as  vivid  or  extensive  as  those 
on  CNN  or  Sky.  which  car¬ 
ried  a  live  report  from  the 
scene.  The  BBC  did  not  caich 
up  until  later.  On  the  Paki¬ 
stan  story,  while  CNN  had  a 
live  voice  report  from  Kara¬ 
chi,  News  24"s  instinctive 
response  was  to  wheel  in  a 
house  expert  to  discuss  the 
ramifications.  CNN  was  also 
well  ahead  on  Yeltsin. 

1  am  sure  it  is  not  meant  to 
be  like  this.  The  slogans  News 
24  uses  to  promote  itself  — 
“The  Now  o’clock  News". 
"The  whole  picture,  the  whole 
time"  —  suggest  a  fast-mov¬ 
ing.  eye-on-the-ball  service. 
The  set  is  designed  to  rein¬ 
force  that,  with  its  busy 
splashes  of  colour  and  people 
beavering  at  computer 
screens.  So  is  the  casual  dress 
of  the  presenters,  at  least  the 
male  ones,  for  whom  jackets 


appear  to  be  banned.  fNo 
grey  men  in  grey  suits,"  says 
the  promotional  clip  for  the 
business  news.) 

The  jacket  ban  does  not 
extend  to  waistcoats,  a  popu¬ 
lar  fashion  item  for  the  pre¬ 
senters  Matthew  Amroliwala 
and  Krishna/)  Guru-Murty, 
as  well  as  the  political  report¬ 
er  Tim  Franks.  Thus  garbed, 
and  with  their  predominantly 
glum  demeanour,  they  give 
the  impression  of  snooker 
players  sitting  out  an  oppo¬ 
nent's  century  break. 

But  on  the  plus  side. 
News  24  has  a  com¬ 
mendable  amount 
of  live  coverage  and 
a  schedule  flexible  enough  to 
accommodate  h.  On  Tuesday, 
apart  from  Robin  Cook  at  the 
Nazi  gold  conference,  we  saw 
Tessa  Jewel!  speaking  to  a 
Commons  committee, 
switched  live  to  a  Fifa  press 
conference  about  the  World 
Cup  and  watched  John  Pres¬ 
cott  make  his  Commons  state¬ 
ment  about  local  government 
finance.  (Joweil  and  Prescott 
were  live  on  Sky.) 

I  am  sure  News  24  will 
eventually  develop  into  a  fa¬ 
miliar  and  valued  part  of  the 
BBCs  output;  but  it  needs 
work.  No  doubt  there  will  be 
a  relaunch  and  the  bugs  will 
be  eliminated.  Bur  it  would 
have  been  more  sensible  to 
wait  a  while  and  get  it  right 
from  the  start. 


Festivals  of  thfvrteari 


tfoliew  the  majestyorthis.  ..  ‘.jj 
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The  British  Museum 
goes  on  the  Internet 
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A  3D  tour  of  an Egyptian  tcm>b.  togetiier  with  a  translation  of  the  accompanying  graphics,  will  be  revealed  by  the  Compass  project 


Early  next  year,  users  of  the 
Internet  wading  through 
Websites  dedicated  to  Dun¬ 
geons  and  Dragons  games  will  be 
able  to  look  at  Dragons  of  the 
World  —  oriental  dragons,  historic 
dragons,  beautiful  dragons  from 
the  British  Museum. 

The  selection  of  representations 
of  dragons  in  art  and  centuries-old 
documents  relating  to  them  will  be 
the  first  sign  —  to  the  external 
computer  user,  at  least  —  that  the 
British  Museum's  ambitious  new 
multimedia  project  Compass  (Col¬ 
lections  Multimedia  Public  Access 
System)  is  on  the  way. 

As  well  as  calling  up  a  selection 
of  colourful  dragons  on  your  com¬ 
puter  screen,  it  will  be  possible  to 
compare  —  and  even  merge  — 
dragons  from  the  East  and  the 
West 

As  John  Reeve,  head  of  education 
at  the  British  Museum  points  out, 
you  would  probably  have  to  walk 
down  half  a  mile  of  galleries  to  be 
able  to  make  the  same  comparison. 

As  well  as  Dragons  of  the  World, 
the  British  Museum  is  planning  to 
publish  an  account  of  its  awn 
history  on  the  Internet 
So  far  a  prototype  system  with 
more  than  350  digital  objects  and 


Ray  Snoddy 

sees  the  past 
come  up  to  date 

texts  has  been  created  and  this  is 
being  evaluated  to  find  the  best 
technological  approaches. 

But  when  the  Annenberg  Centre 
opens  at  the  British  Museum  in 
2000.  the  museum  hopes  to  have  a 
minimum  of  5,000  and  possibly 
closer  to  10.000  objects  and  docu¬ 
ments  in  digital  form  through  the 
Compass  project. 

They  will  incude  a  three-dimen¬ 
sional  “virtual”  tour  around  an 
Egyptian  tomb  with  translations  of 
hieroglyphic  inscriptions,  gold  and 
silver  sword  guards  from  Japan 
and  sculptures  from  Benin. 

When  the  project  is  complete, 
visitors  to  the  museum,  teachers  as 
well  as  tourists,  will  be  able  to  go  to 
the  Round  Reading  Room  and 
consult  one  of  the  50  terminals  that 
will  act  as  a  basic  navigational  aide 
to  the  riches  of  the  museum  and 
which  will  also  depict  many  of  the 
fragile  objects,  such  as  documents, 
that  cannot  be  displayed  easily. 

But  perhaps  in  the  long  term  the 


greatest  significance  of  the  project 
is  that,  through  the  Internet,  the 
beauty  of  many  of  the  most  famous 
objects  held  by  the  British  Museum 
will  be  brought,  not  only  to  class¬ 
rooms  in  remote  corners  of  the  UK. 
but  also  to  many  millions  of  people 
around  the  world  who  may  nut 
otherwise  be  able  to  visit  the 
museum. 

The  British  Museum  hopes  the 
solutions  that  emerge  from  the 
Compass  project,  particularly  in' 
capturing  images  of  three-dimen¬ 
sional  objects,  will  become  a  nat¬ 
ional  standard  so  that  museums 
around  the  UK  will  have  folly 
compatible  systems. 

Four  specialist  companies  are 
working  on  the  Compass  project, 
which  is  just  a  small  part  of  a  major 
development  scheme  at  the  British 
Museum  to  mark  its  250th  anniver¬ 
sary  in  2003.  They  are  System 
Simulation,  a  software  engineering 
company,  Silicon  Graphics,  Di¬ 
verse  Interactive  and  ICL  Interac¬ 
tive  Heritage. 

Some  parts  of  the  system  are  also 
likely  to  be  published  as  CD-Roms, 
although  the  British  Museum  is 
looking  for  suitable  partnerships 
for  what  will  ultimately  have  to  be  a 
self-financing  activity. 


There’s  no 
like  ad  bit; 


business  Luwies  up  in  arms  over  fees 


amething  interesting 
*  has  happened  in 
adland.  One  of  the 
UK’s  top  15  agencies, 
ro  RSCG  Wnek  Gosper. 

5  hired  Michael  White,  the 
i owned  film  and  theatre 
presario,  to  "keep  them  at 
■  cutting  edge  of  the  enter: 
intent  industry” 

Vhite,  the  man  behind  such 
iducrions  as  The  Rocky  Hor- 
Picrure  Show  and  movies 
fading  Monty  Python  and. 
Holv  Grail,  has  apparently 

n  broughr  in  to  provide 
Jates  on 'the  “latest  trends  in 
rldwide  entertainment", 
iowever.  tire  notion  of  ad- 
tising  ns  entertainment  is 
her  spurious.  Advertising 
t»v  definition,  unashamedly 
ilinerrial:  it  sets  out  to  shift 
duct,  change  consumer 
nion  and  inform,  with 
■rfy  business  rather  titan 

istic  constraints. 

,jark  Wnek.  executive  cre- 
■e  director  of  the  agency, 
s:  “People  are  increasingly 
viilins  to  be  sold  to.  so  the 
k  vou  sell  has  id  be  more 
Ide  and  impactful-  One  of 
most  effective  ways  to  get 
arising  to  work  is  to 
jrtain,  and  the  advertising 
I  entertainment  fields  are 
ting  closer  together’* 

!e  has  a  point  Enteriain- 
in  a  useful  toed  for 
..  the  audience  and 
>  paving  the  way  for  a 
tv]  reception  ro  your  mess- 
And  Euro  RSCG  is  proba- 

best  known  for  .ra“*r 

ntertaining  ads  for  Peu- 

.  Cadbuiy's  Milk  Tray, 

sh  and  Proaer  &  Cara; 

,  C'learasfl-  so  perhaps  me 
uv  thinks  a  littie  showbiz 
rnatazz  could  well  be  what 
r  output  needs. 

Tonv  Cox,  creative  <u- 
S  rf  BMP  DDB.  the 


Belinda  Archer 

wonders  if  an 
impresario 
can  really  shift 
the  product 

agency  behind  such  un argu¬ 
ably  diverting  campaigns  as 
Rowan  Atkinson’s  Barday- 
card.  believes  that  to  view 
advertising  in  any  high¬ 
falutin'  way  is  “thoroughly 
wrongheaded”. 

“Being  entertaining  is  very 
different  from  entertainment," 
he  says.  “It’s  wrong  to  think  of 
ourselves  as  being  in  the 
entertainment  business 

because  we  are  there  to  sell 
things  and  return  client  invest¬ 
ment  with  a  profit.”  Abbott 
Mead  Vickers  BBDO.  an  agen¬ 
cy  that  raids  film  and  theatre, 
mare  than  most  —  Pizza  Hut 
and  BTs  celebrity-laden  cam¬ 
paigns  — :  also  emphasises  that 
any  showbiz-  personalities  it 
uses  are  tailored  to  the  hard- 
nosed  reality  of  selling.  Alfredo 
M  arcantonio.  vice-chairman  of 
Abbott .  Mead,  insists;  "The 
stare  have  to  be  appropriate  to 
the  selling  message." 

In  any  case,  copious  re¬ 
search  snows  that  campaigns 
which  people  like  —  which 
could  be  said  to  be  entertain¬ 
ing  —  are  usually  effective,  but 
if  die  “entertainment"  is  irrele¬ 
vant  people  find  the  advertis¬ 
ing  irritating.  ■  . 

“When  entertainment  is  arti¬ 
ficially  superimposed  on  die 

message  consumers  postawety 
resent  V  says  Mnflon  Fletch- 
crt  chairman  of  Bozcll  Un- 

Other  industry  players  are 
quick  to  challenge  how  a 

theatre  impresario  might  con¬ 


tribute  to  the  workings  of  an 
advertising  agency.  “He’ll  be 
good  at  getting  tickets  for 
Cats .  but  I’m  not  sure  what 
else."  quips  one  observer, 
while  another  remarks: 
“White  is  really  a;  theatre  man, 
and  theatre  is  really  rather  too 
esoteric  for  most  people.  I  can’t 
imagine  how  he  will  be  able  to 
help  advertising,  much  from 
the  lofty  heights  of 
luwiedom.” 

When  asked  why  he  was 
hired,  even  White  says  simply: 
“For  my  contacts  book,” 
though  he  adds  a  little  more 
seriously:  “There  is  no  longer . 
a  gulf  between  tiie  entertain¬ 
ment  business  and  the  world, 
of  advertising.  There  is  a  lot  of 
intermingling  of  creativity” 

There  has,  however,  been 
two-way  traffic  for  years,  par¬ 
ticularly  between  directors  of 
commercials  and  movie-mak¬ 
ers,  from  Ridley  .Scott,  Alan 
Parker  .  and  Haul  Weiiand 
through  to  the  -new  wave  of 
young  commercials’  talents 
who  directed  The  Full  Monty 
and  Shooting  Fish. 

As  Fletcher  says:  “It's  cods¬ 
wallop  to- suggest  that  there  is 
any  increasing  trend  or  link 
between  the  worlds  of  adver¬ 
tising  *  and  entertainment. 
Think  of  the  Leonard  Ros- 
siter/Joan  Collins  Cinzano  ad 
from  tire  Eighties,  think  of  the 
p  G  Tips  dumps."  . 

Wnek  insists :  that  hiring 
White  isn’t  about  “hanging  out 
with  luwies"  but  is  “strictly 
business”.'  “We  are  taking  on 
board  expertise  and  a  person 
who  has  awindow  on  another 
world."  he  says.  But  one  feels 
that  the  appointment — the  first 
of  its  kind  —  has  more  titan,  a 
tittle  to  do  with  a  star-struck 
attempt  to  tap  into  the  shiny 
world  of  uncompromised  artis¬ 
tic  integrity  that  is  showbiz. 


■  A  DUST-UP  between  the 
hrwie  communities  of  acting 
and  advertising  is  unlikely  to 
elicit  anything  but  mirth  from 
neutral  observers.  But  for 
those  involved,  the  ten-week 
Equity  dispute  with  adland  is 
beginning  to  bite  hard. 

It  began  as  a  little  local 
difficulty.  Advertising  trade 
bodies  got-  together  in  an 
attempt  to  curb  what  they 
view  as  the  "excessive” 
amounts  actors  are  paid  for 
doing  voiceovers  in  UK  ads. 

Forming  the  Joint  Equity 
Negotiating  Group  (JENG). 
they  sought  to  cut  anything  up 
to  two  thirds  off  the  amount  in 
an  attempt  to  .save  the  indus¬ 
try  an  estimated I  .£5  million  a 
year.  Notsurprisingly.  Equity 
took .  a  dim  view  of  this 
negotiating  position  and 
pulled  a  clever  stroke,  expand¬ 
ing  its  call  for  members’  strike 
action  to  include  all  appear¬ 
ances  in  commercials. 

Adland  failed  to  see  this 
coming.  It  had  merely  hoped 
to  put  an  end  to  the  largely 
apocryphal  tales  of  unknown 
performers  such  as  the  legend¬ 
ary  Enn  Reital,  the  king  of 
voiceovers,  earning  six,  even 
seven-figure. sums  a  year. 

JENG  does  not  argue  that 
the  current  fees  threaten  the 
production  or  profitablity  of 
commercials,  simply  that  the 
fees  are  exorbitant.  To  the 
outsider,  JENG  has  a  point 
Unknown  voiceover  artists 
can  earn  anything  from  £200 
to  £3J)00  for  their  30  seconds, 
but  The  true  worth  lies  in 
repeat  fees  for  multimillion- 
pound  campaigns.  Agencies 
wise  to  thisnow  try  to  may  out 
repeal  fees.  In  turn,  alert 
agents  dedine. 

However,  the  production  of 
commercials  is  threatened. 
Until  recently,  die  widening  of 
the  dispute  had  little  effect, 
because  commercials  are 
made  months  in  advance. 
Now.  agencies  frying  to  make 
ads  for  the  spring  are  finding  1 


it  difficult  to  per-  rSflNH: 
suade  actors  to 
attend  castings,  ■F-'-'.. . 
even  as  extras.  VjjSSBT.-j 

They  are  having  ] 

to  turn  to  un- 
trained  “real”  jjg&jfejg 
people,  anima- 
don  or  rerun  old  llalsB6IS 
ads.  JENG  has 
tried  to  get  round  Equity's 
intransigence  by  taking  an  ad 
in  the  Stage  claiming  the  new 
pay  rates  are  fair,  and  ap¬ 
proaching  agents  unilaterally. 
The  agents  replied  that  all 
agreements  would  be  reached 
through  Equity. 

This  week  cracks  appeared 
in  JENG.  The  Advertising 
Film  and  Videotape  Producers 
Association  represents  the 
production  companies  crying 
to  film  new  ads.  As  such,  it  is 
the  first  body  whose  members 
fed  the  financial  squeeze.  Ads 
simply  aren’t  getting  made. 
This  also  applies  to  the  large 
number  of  overseas  agencies 
drawn  to  London  by  the 
excellent  Soho  production 
community.  These  are  inefad- 
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ed  in  Equity’s  ban.  The  wor¬ 
ried  AFVPA  said  unilaterally 
that  it  would  pay  the  old  rates, 
and  the  Institute  of  Practitio¬ 
ners  in  Advertising  has  re¬ 
sponded  by  trying  to  ban  it 
from  the  negotiations.  The 
AFVPA  has  vowed  to  fight  on 
and  is  seeking  to  have  the 
dispute  heard  by  Acas. 

Meanwhile,  IPA  member 
agencies  are  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  angry  with  the 
body,  believing  it  has  mishan¬ 
dled  the  dispute.  This  week 
Equity  played  a  trump  card.  It 
revealed  that  high-profile 
stars  such  as  Helen  Mirren. 
Ian  McShane  and  Tim  Pigoft- 
Smith  were  declaring  solidari¬ 
ty  with  less  well-luiown 
colleagues  and  refusing  to 


perform  in  ads. 
In  Mirren's 
f /J  case,  this  prinri- 

I  pie  is  costing 
htT  dear,  de- 
yppfS.  spite  having  no 
problems  with 
how  much  she  is 
fr~-  paid.  She  has 

declined  to  star 
in  next  year's  Virgin  Atlantic 
campaign,  although  older  ads 
will  still  run  for  a  while.  Some 
commentators  have  estimated 
that  she  might  earn  £30,000 
for  her  role.  This  is  a  ludi¬ 
crously  low  estimate.  She  will 
be  turning  down  at  least 
£100.000. 

It  is  not  easy  to  replace  such 
celebrities  and  we  are  likely  to 
have  to  endure  many  odd  ads, 
even  some  glaringly  amateur¬ 
ish  ones. 

Few  will  spill  many  tears  for 
agencies,  though.  For  too  long 
advertising  has  been  seen  as  a 
gravy  train  by  all  those  in¬ 
volved.  Agencies,  production 
companies,  actors,  directors, 
make-up  artists  and  hair¬ 
dressers  have  all  grown  fat  on 
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Solidarity:'  Helen  Mirren  has  declined  to  star  in  Virgin  Atlantic’s  new  reqipaign 


clients*  budgets.  Now  agencies 
are  having  their  margins 
squeezed,  they  are  looking  to 
pass  on  the  cost.  It  is  laudable 
to.  ny  to  put  an  end  to  that 
gravy  train.  A  cynical  Equity 
believes  the  industry  can  aff¬ 
ord  the  fees,  and  other  celebri¬ 
ty  actors  make  few  bones 
about  trying  to  get  as  much 
money  as  possible  for  ads  to 
finance  “serious  projects”. 

But  if  we  are  talking  about 
unknown  actors,  the  total 
saving  sought  will  be  less  than 
03  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of 
TV  advertisements.  To  wage 
war  on  unknowns'  voice-over 
fees  and  not  for  example,  the 
outrageous  price  of  TV  airtime 
is  like  scrapping  Post-it  notes 
but  staying  in  £40-a-square- 
foot  offices  in  Mayfair. 

The  IPA  has  been  vejy 
heavy-footed  in  this  affair. 
Agencies  have  complained  of  a 
lack  of  advice  beyond  “sit  tight 
and  hire  scab  actors”.  How¬ 
ever  well-intentioned,  it  has 
lost  its  members*  confidence. 

Meanwhile,  the  only  win¬ 
ners  will  be  overseas  agencies 
and  actors,  and  some  as  yet 
unknown  ordinary  person 
who  may  soon  find  himself  or 
herself  the  star  of  a  multi¬ 
million-pound  ad  campaign. 

■  THE  AD  industry  emerged 
surprisingly  unscathed  from 
the  Hale  and  Pace  “Jobs  for 
the  Bays”  documentary  about 
making  an  ad.  Far  from  . 
stereotyping  admen  as  a 
bunch  of  overpaid  and  oily 
suits,  the  staff  at  Bates 
Dorland  emerged  as  hard¬ 
working  and  dedicated.  Hale 
and  Pace  found  their  tasks  — 
such  as  making  a  Dixcel 
dimpled  toilet  tissue  ad  — 
difficult  and  stressful. 

Their  conclusion  was  that 
advertising  was  a  really  tough 
business.  Just  so.  Their  sym¬ 
pathetic  creative  director,  Tim 
Ashton,  was  fired  in  between 
the  programme  being  made 
and  it  going  on  air  this  week. 
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Hollioake  to  come 

under  scrutiny 

as  one-day  captain 


From  Michael  Henderson  in  Lahore 


ENGLAND  return  to  compet- 
ltive  cricket  today  when  their 
side  plays  Pakistan  A 
jn  a  50-over  game  at  die 
Gaddafi  Stadium,  where  Sri 
Lanka  won  the  World  Cup  last 
year.  On  Sunday,  they  com¬ 
plete  their  preparations  with 
another  game  of  similar 
length  before  they  go  to 
Sharjah  ran  Monday  for  the 
Champions  Tournament 
The  Pakistan  senior  team 
will  meet  them  there,  along 
.with  India  and  West  Indies, 
who  are  in  the  doghouse  after 
their  appalling  performances 
m  the  Test  series  here.  Noth¬ 
ing  much  rests  on  the  outcome 
in  Lahore,  but  a  couple  of  wins 
would  obviously  send  Eng¬ 
land  to  Sharjah  m  good  heart 
In_  the  first  instance,  it  will 
be  instructive  to  see  how 
Adam  Hollioake  shapes  up  as 
he  leads  England  for  the  first 
time.  There  is  also  die  chance 
to  see  how  a  side  of  players 
considered  one-day  specialists 
—■oral  least  more  special  than 
others  —  gdls.  It  looks  a  fair 
team,  perhaps  good  enough  to 
win  next  week. 

England  finalised  their 
team  last  night  after  David 
Lloyd,  the  manager,  and 
David  Graveney,  the  tour 
manager,  met  the  players. 
Lloyd  would  say  only  that  all 
14  members  of  the  party  will 


be  involved  over  the  weekend. 
Alistair  Brown,  of  Surrey,  will 
certainty  open  the  batting, 
possibly  wrth  Nick  Knight, 
who  has  some  ground  to  make 

up  after  missing  the  whole  of 
the  last  international  summer. 
Knight  is  one  of  nine  players 
here  who  are  not  going  to  the 
Caribbean  next  month.  In¬ 
stead,  he  will  lead  the  A  team 
on  its  tour  of  Kenya  and  Sri 
Lanka. 

Hollioake  is  joined  by  Stew¬ 
art.  Thorpe.  Headley  and 
Craft  of  the  senior  tonring 
team.  The  people  who  appear 
to  have  the  best  chance  of 
making  a  significant  impres¬ 
sion  in  the  next  fortnight  are 
Douggie  Brown,  the  Warwick¬ 
shire  all-rounder,  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Fleming,  who  was  called 
up  as  a  replacement  when 
Darien  Gough  opted  to  stay  at 
home  for  domestic  reasons. 
His  wife  is  expecting  a  baby. 

Fleming  is  a  Late  developer 
but,  wrth  bat  and  ball  he  has 
been  a  key  player  in  the  Kent 
team  that  has  reached  two 
one-day  finals  in  the  past 
couple  of  seasons.  He  vies 
with  Douggie  Brown  and  his 
own  Kent  team-mate.  Eal- 
ham,  for  an  all-rounder's 
place.  The  biggest  beneficiary 
of  all,  though,  may  well  be 
Hick.  Now  mat  he  is  happier, 
apparently,  than  at  any  time 


Counties- veto  plan  to 
withdraw  players 


THE  prospects  of  the  England 
team  received  a  further  blow 
yesterday  when  the  counties 
again  rejected  a  proposal  to 
allow  the  chairman  of  selec¬ 
tors  automatic  right  to  with¬ 
draw  players  from  domestic 
games  (Alan  Lee  writs).  The 
motion  was  rejected  108  at  a 
meeting  of  the  First  Class 
Forum  of  the  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Board  (ECB). 

The  officers  of  the  ECB,  and 
a  majority  of  the  executive 
board,  had  backed  the  move  to 
rationalise  the  priority  and 
protection  of  England's  Test 
cricketers. 

I  understand  a  pattern  of 
voting  was  almost  identical  to 


that  which  prevailed  in  Sep¬ 
tember  on  tiie  issue  of  a  two- 
division  county  champion¬ 
ship.  The  biggest  counties, 
those  who  stage  international 
cricket  were  in  favour,  but 
could  not  cany  sufficient  sup¬ 
port  from  the  shires. 

The  counties  did  endorse  the 
idea  of  further  research  into 
tiie  contractual  situation  of 
international  players. 

In  one  area,  at  least 
progress  was  made.  The 
counties  agreed  to  an  immedi¬ 
ate  reduction  of  maximum 
playing  stafisfrom35to30per 
dub.  This  will  go  some  way 
towards  dealing  out  the  dead 
wood  of  county  cricket 


since  he  emerged  as  the  star  in 
waiting  a  decade  ago,  he  is  the 
Hedy  replacement  batsman 
should  any  misfortune  occur 
in  tiie  West  Indies  to  the 
selected  players. 

Pakistan  A  will  be  led  by 
Aqib  Javed,  the  former  Hamp¬ 
shire  pace  bowler,  who  has 
fallen  from  favour  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Test  selectors.  Their 
team  also  indudes  Shahid 
Afridi,  who  bolds  the  record 
for  the  fastest  century  in  one- 
day  international  cricket,  and 
Shahid  Nazir,  who  played  for 
the  senior  side  in  the  first  Test 
against  West  Indies. 

□  Northamptonshire  and 
Worcestershire  yesterday 
stepped  up  their  efforts  to  sign 
Devon  Malcolm  after  his 
announcement  that  he  had 
i  ejected  Derbyshire’s  offer  of  a 
new  contract.  The  competing 
counties  have  held  prdinu- 
naiy  talks  with  the  England 
fast  bowler.  34,  in  recent 
weeks  after  he  became  a  free 
agent  on  November  1,  despite 
Derbyshire’s  hopes  of  per¬ 
suading  him  to  stay. 

Worcestershire  are  believed 
to  be  favourites  for  his  ser¬ 
vices.  John  Chadd,  the 
Worcestershire  cricket  com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  said:  "We 
have  spoken  with  Devon  and 
although  you  never  take  any¬ 
thing  for  granted  until  the 
name  is  an  the  contract,  we  are 
reasonably  confident  of  sign¬ 
ing  him." 

□  Yorkshire  have  ruled  out 
further  negotiations  with  the 
owners  of  Headingley.  aimed 
at  resolving  their  long-run¬ 
ning  dispute  and  exploring  the 
possibility  of  developing  tiie 
Test  venue.  Preliminary  dis¬ 
cussions  into  an  application 
for  Lottery  funding  to  upgrade 
Headingley  broke  down  an 
Wednesday  night  with  York¬ 
shire  accusing  Paul  Caddick. 
tiie  chairman  of  tiie  company 
that  owns  tiie  ground,  of 
"uncamprramising  tactics". 

□  Demiot  Reeve  plans  to  play 
one-day  matches  for  Somerset 
next  season,  the  county  has 
confirmed.  Reeve,  34k  was 
forced  to  stop  playing  in  1996 
because  of  an  arthritic  hip. 
having  led  Warwickshire  to 
six  trophies  in  tiie  previous 
three  summers. 


Ganguly  acknowledges  his  150  as  India  control  the  third  Test  against  Sri  Lanka 

Tendulkar  leads  from  the  front 


INDIA'S  last  seven  wickets 
fell  for  46  runs  as  their  first 
innings  dosed  at  512  on  tiie 
second  day  of  the  third  and 
final  Test  against  Sri  Tanka  in 
Bombay. 

The  home  side  were  466  for 
three  at  tea  with  Sachin 
Tendulkar,  their  captain,  and 
Sourav  Ganguly  scoring 
centuries. 

Ganguly  was  caught  be¬ 
hind  when  he  ■  miscued  a 
sweep  off  the  spin  of  Kumara 
Dharmasena.  He  did  not  add 
to  his  tea  score  of  173. 
Tendulkar  followed  four  runs 
later,  bowled  by  Ravindra 
Pushpakumara  for  148. 

Hie  pair  added  256  for  the 
fourth  wicket,  a  record  for 
India  surpassing  the  previous 
high  of  222  between  Vijay 


Hazare  and  Vijay  Manjrekar 
against  England  at 
Headingley  in  1952.  They  put 
India  in  an  unassailable  pos¬ 
ition  after  resuming  at  247  for 
three  before  the  rest  of  tiie 
team  collapsed. 

Tendulkar,  who  has  been 
retained  as  captain  for  three 
one-day  internationals  against 
Sri  Lanka  and  the  four-nation 
Sharjah  Cup.  extended  his 
tenure  and  silenced  his  critics 
with  brilliant  strokeplay  as  he 
reached  his  14th  Test  century. 
Ln  addition,  he  broke  through 
tiie  4.000-run  barrier  with  a 
six  off  Dharmasena. 

INDIA:  Rrcl  livings 

tNRMcngpabVWctoanwafcigha - 1 

NSSKtucMaharerabDhanrassna...35 
R  S  Drawl  c  Matanama  b  RcraBunga_..93 
S  C  Ganguly  c  Ldo  SUm  b  OtaniEHenal73 

^RTendiJtebPiotpalanwra - 148 

M  Azhamddki  flaw  b  Pushpakumara— _._0 


AKmnbteb  Fuahpatajmara _ 6 

R  K  Qiauhan  Ibw  b  Dhamtasana _ 4 

A  P  Kuuwfla  c  Purtpakumara 

wicKnomasranQ _ o 

J  Srinatti  notout— _ _ _ 15 

BKVPmsnd  runout _ 3 

Extras  (b  3.  b  15,  w  4,^63. . . ..28 

Total _ : _ —512 

RttL  OF  WICKETS'.  1-1.  £55.3415.4-471. 
5-475.  6-478,  7-481. 8-487.  9-502. 
BOWLING:  Vtaas  28-4-880  Metre- 
masMiB  31.1-10-76-2;  Pushpakumara 
28-5-108-3.  Dftwmasena  48-12-1443; 
Ranatunga  17-7-35-1;  Jayasulya  11-2- 
45-0 

SI9  LANKA-  Ffcst  N*ms 
S  T  Jnmuriyia  c  Azharaddn  b  Kumwe_ 50 

M  S  Afapattu  not  out - IS 

H  D  PK  Oharmasana  not  out . 0 

Extras  (nb  1) _ 1 

Total  (1  arid) _ 88 

R  S  Mahanama.  P  Ade  Sha,  *A  Rana- 
tungn.  H  P  TWakaratne.  tL  K  L  da  Shra.  W  P 
U  J  C  Vaas,  G  P  Mdaernaaingha  and  K  R 
ftjBhpakumara  to  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKET;  1-85. 
BOWlWGfSrmatfi  80434:  Prasad  4-3- 
60;  Kuuvlta  2-0-1&O:,, Kixnbta  2-1-01; 
Chatfian  10-10. 

Itanasx  A  V  Jayaprataah  Ondtal  and 
SA  Bucfcnor  (West  Wtes). 


Test  nations 
committed 
to  merit  table 

By  AlAN  I  JR  CRICKET  CORRESPONDENT 


Gricket  is  to  take 
another  step  forward 
in  the  process  of  co¬ 
herent  globalisation  through 
a  commitment  to  create  a 
Test  match  world  champion¬ 
ship.  Its  shape  and  span  will 
not  be  finalised  for  sue 
months  but  the  executive 
board  of  the  International 
Cricket  Council  (ICQ.  meet¬ 
ing  in  Calcutta  over  the 
coming  three  days,  will  en¬ 
dorse  the  conclusion  of  a 
sub-committee  that  the 

project  should  be  activated. 

The  outcome  could  trans¬ 
form  the  present  programme 
of  Test  cricket,  maximising 
commercial  interest  but 
bringing  a  need  for  for  more 
central  fixture  planning. 

Now  that  agreement  has 
been  reached  on  the  value  of 
the  exercise,  however,  the 
first  and  most  critical  deci¬ 
sion  to  be  taken  is  whether 
the  championship  should 
comprise  a  single  event  or  a 
rolling  league  table. 

Jagmohan  Dalmiya.the 
president  of  the  ICC.  is 
chairman  of  the  group  in¬ 
stalled  to  research  a  world 
championship.  After  initial 
discussions  in  Singapore, 
they  meet  again  on  Sunday, 
when  they  will  consider  a  38- 
page  discussion  paper  on  the 
issue. 

“I  expect  it  to  be  a  direc¬ 
tional  meeting,"  David  Rich¬ 
ards,  chief  executive  of  the 
ICC,  who  flies  to  India  today, 
said.  "Once  it  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  what  form  it  should 
take,  tiie  Rustical  problems 
can  be  confronted.  We  are 
nowhere  near  the  finishing 
fine  yet  but  my  own  expecta¬ 
tion  is  that  a  definite  propos¬ 
al  will  be  put  before  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held 
next  summer. 

"I  am  pteased  at  the  de¬ 
tailed  thought  that  is  going 
into  this  and,  while  it  should 
not  be  an  excuse  for  moving 
slowly,  it  is  also  not  some¬ 
thing  to  rush.” 

Richards  is  convinced  that 
a  championship  will  be  cre¬ 
ated  —  “I  have  heard  no 
voices  raised  against  if  — 
and  believes  it  could  help  to 
promote  the  five-day  game  in 
countries  such  as  Pakistan. 
Sri  Lanka  and  New  Zealand, 
where  attendances  at  Test 
matches  are  small. 


“It  is  not  a  panacea  but  if 
we  are  to  keep  Test  cricket 
alive  In  the  long  run  in  these 
countries,  it  has  to  be  put 
into  a  better  context,”  Rich¬ 
ards  said. 

Theoretically,  the  nine 
Test-pteying  countries  could 
stage  a  round-robin  event, 
staged  over  a  period  of  two 
months.  Some  delegates  are 
thought  to  favour  This  ap¬ 
proach  but  its  drawback  is 
plain.  As  Tim  Lamb,  chief 
executive  of  the  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Boac£  (ECB) 
points  out  There  would  be 
a  danger  of  devaluing  other 
Test  matches  that  did  not 
count  towards  the  cham¬ 
pionship." 

The  favoured  plan,  then,  is 
likely  to  involve  every  coun¬ 
try  committing  to  a  series 
against  each  of  the  other 
eight  over  a  set  period  of 
three  or  four  years. 

The  league  table  would  be 
continually  updated  and  roll 
on  from  one  round  of  fixtures 
to  the  next  An  advantage  of 
this  would  be  to  curb  the 
acquisitive  forward  pro¬ 
grammes  of  certain  coun¬ 
tries  —  sometimes  up  to  nine 
years  ahead  —  which  con¬ 
centrate  on  commercially  lu¬ 
crative  opposition  at  the 
expense  of  the  lesser  draws. 

Two  days  are  being 
allowed!  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  executive 
board,  a  17-man  body, 
streamlined  by  ICC  stan¬ 
dards  and.  crucially,  em¬ 
powered  to  take  decisions 
without  reference  to  tiie  an¬ 
nual  meeting.  _ 

High  oh  their  itinerary  is  a 
special  event  being  planned 
for  next  October,  thought  to 
involve  most  if  not  all  foil 
member  countries  compet¬ 
ing  in  a  tournament  at 
Disneyland,  the  proceeds  of 
which  will  help  fond  the 
IOC’s  development  prog¬ 
ramme. 

Concerns  expressed  by  the 
Test  captains  over  die  vol¬ 
ume  of  cricket  bring  sched¬ 
uled  will  also  be  aired.  The 
captains  have  another  meet¬ 
ing  in  London  next  May  and 
the  ICC  annual  meeting, 
traditionally  held  later  in  the 
summer,'  ■js'-likriy  to  be 
staged  around  the  same 
time. 


*i  S HEEHAN  on  BRIDGE 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

Today's  Refreshers  uses  material  devised  by  Brian  Senior  for  the 
English  Bridge  Union's  Youth  Training  Scheme.  This  week,  the 
subject  is  planning  the  play.  On  every  hand  you  should  go 
through  the  following  steps: 

1)  How  many  tricks  do  you  need? 

2)  Count  your  existing  tricks. 

3)  What  is  the  deficit? 

4)  Where  are  you  going  to  find  die  extra  tricks? 

5)  Don  t  be  greedy.  Consider  what  could  go  wrong  and  see  if 
you  can  do  anything  about  it 

454 

VJ874 

4(262 

*8542 


Keene  on  chess 


4KQJ92 
V 10  5  3  -  E  *®*2 

4108  •  4J9753 

*Q  100  - S  -J  *AJ 

4  A73 
▼AKQ 
4AK4 
*K763 

Contract  Thro«  No-Trump*  by  South.  Larafc  ktag  at  apad— 

)  You  need  nine  tricks. 

!)  You  have  eight  tricks  already. 

i  The  deficit  is  one. 

£  The  extra  trick  will  be  the  king  of  dubs  if  the  ace  is  with 

East. 

)  You  need  to  give  up  the  lead  in  order  to  get  your  nine 
tricks,  so  it  is  important  that  you  sever  your  opponents' 
communications  tty  ducking  the  first  two  spade  leads. 

You  must  unblock  the  hearts  before  crossing  to  dummy's  ’ 
iueen  of  diamonds  otherwise  you  will  not  make  the  jade  of 
[earts  which  was  one  of  your  original  eight  tricks. 

You  must  not  cash  both  your  top  diamonds  before  crossing  to 
lummy's  queen  or  you  may  set  up  too  many  diamond  winners 

or  the  defence.  _  .  _  .  .  . . 

3  Any  youngsters  anxious  to  improve  their  game  should  reserve 
,  place  at  next  summer's  EBU  Training  Camp  at  Harrow 
IchooL  Aimed  at  15  to  24-year-olds,  the  Camp  wffl  run  from 
August  2r9,  featuring  bridge  tuition  in  the  morning,  recreanonal 
[Ctivitte  “  foe  afternoon  and  a  bridge  tournament  in  foe 
venhig  for  the  all-inclusive  price  of  £245  per  person. 

3  Robert  Sheehan  writes  cm  bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport 
nd  in  *e  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 
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By  Philip  Howard 


IGAMI 

formlike  pasta 
board  game 
aiding  paper 

jhmi-pullyu 
secondary  strike 
„  fabulous  llama 
organ  tug-of-war  over  the 
lmjirt 


RAVIGOTE 

a.  A  herb  sauce 

b.  A  dance 

t  An  Empire  armchair 

PENSTOCK 

a.  Breeding  fowl 

b.  Pipes 

c.  To  corral 

Answers  on  page  53 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Strategic  genius 
I  conclude  my  coverage  of  the 
important  tournament  at  Bel¬ 
grade  with  a  win  by  Vassily 
Ivanchuk  which  demonstrates 
immense  breadth  of  strategic 
vision.  It  appeared  at  first 
sight  that  with  both  players 
castling  on  opposite  wings 
there  would  be  a  race  as  to 
whose  attack  first  broke 
through. 

Instead,  Ivanchuk  launched 
a  surprise  counterattack  on 
the  queenside.  where  he  had 
initially  appeared  most  vul¬ 
nerable,  tied  Black  up  in  that 
sector  and  only  reverted  to  his 
ttingskte  onslaught  for  the 
final  stages  of  the  game. 

In  order  for  this  strategy  to 
succeed  Ivanchuk  had  to  make 
imaginative  use  of  his  king  in 
both  an  aggressive  and  defen¬ 
sive  posture  while  simulta¬ 
neously  exerting  careful 
control  over  atty  possible  tacti¬ 
cal  counter  strokes  fay  Black. 
While:  Vassily  Ivanchuk 
Black:  Alexander  Beliavsky 
Belgrade.  November  1997 
Old  Indian  Defence 
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By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is  a 
variation  from  tiie  game 
Speriman  —  Short.  Candidates 
Match  (game  3),  London  1988. 
White  is  the  exchange  ahead  but 
Blade  is  hanging  an  grimly  and 
is  trying  to  dnve  the  white  queen 
away.  What  is  White'S  roost 
incisive  response? 

Solution  on  page  53 


18  axb3 

19  Bb5 

20  b4 

21  Ral 

22  Nfl 

23  BwJ7 

24  QbB 

25  Ne3 

26  Kb3 

27  No4 

28  Qe3 

29  g5 

30  Rhcl 

31  Nb5 

32  14 

33  RaS 

34  Qxf4 

35  Hc3 
38  Ra2 

37  Nd4 

38  Rfi 

39  Rd3 

40  Kc3 

41  Nb6 


Diagram  of  final  position 


Grand  prix 

Leicester  grandmaster  Mark 
Hebden  has  achieved  a 
record-equalling  maximum 
200  points  in  the  £3,000  Leigh 
Grand  Prix,  the  yearlong 
league  for  British  congress 
players.  Hebden  matched 
Michael  Adams’S  1992  record 
ai  the  Scarborough  Open. 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


Academy 
hand  out 
a  lesson 

from  John  Stern 

IN  CAPETOWN 

THE  ENGLAND  Under-19 
team  have  four  more  days’ 
cricket  before  the  first  interna¬ 
tional  match  against  South 
Africa  Under-19  next  week 
and  they  will  hope  that  all  are 
more  fruitful  than  yesterday. 

The  resistance  they  encoun¬ 
tered  from  the  Western  Cape 
Academy’s  lower  order,  who 
resumed  on  134  for  six,  was 
frustrating  enough,  but  the 
England  batting  collapse  that 
fallowed  must  have  been 
acutely  embarrassing.  Eng¬ 
land  finished  the  day  chi  119 
for  eight,  in  reply  to  Western 
Cape’s  262  all  out  and  have 
only  just  avoided  being  asked 
to  follow  on. 

England  were  stymied  by 
Kane  Blakely,  who  remained 
unbeaten  on  77,  haying 
reached  his  fifty  from  110 
balls. 

England  started  solidly,  but 
Stephen  Peters,  the  Essex 
opening  batsman,  fell  to  an 
excellent  catch  by  Blakely  at 
short  leg  off  Nicholas  Kruger,  1 
and  his  partner  Robert  Key.  of  : 
Kent,  was  bowled  three  balls 
later  without  playing  a  shot 

Ian  Flanagan,  the  left- 
hands',  and  Graeme  Swann 
calmed  the  waters  briefly, 
adding  50  far  the  third  wicket. 

W  PROVINCE  ACADEMY  Xk  Roa  brings 

APuttfckbFwte _ 26 

Jde  Nabregatwb  Lagan . . 0 

■S  Hobson  6  Logan .  _ —  . 15 

D  Bam*  cWtem  bTuctar  _ 43 

A  Hanefown  c  Patera  b  Schofield _ 6 

XBtotedynalaUt . . _  77 

AlmnMcWton&Tuekar _ 0 

T  TsotefcS*  ran  out - 2 

S  Conrad  tow  b  Logan - „39 

0  Herayh  Frarts _ 3 

N  Kruger  run  au* — . 7 

Extras  [MS.  b  10.  w  6.  nb  lOt _ _ 44  . 

Total - 282 

FALL  OF  WICKETS'  1-1, 2-33, 3-69.4436.5- 
123, 8-129, 7-141,  B-252. 9-255 
BOWJNG'  Legsn  22L5-8-483;  Franks  24- 
440-2  Tusker  132-37-2  Schofield  22-4 
89-1,  SWann  7-0-294. 

ENGLAND  UNOGFM8:  Firs  brings 

S  D  Patera  e  Btakahr  b  Kruger...  _ 8 

RWTKeyb  Kruger - .7Z _ 11 

I N  Flanagan  c  da  Nabraga  b  Hanehom  27 

G  P  Swarm  c  Henry  b  Krug*.  . . 30 

M  A  Gough  b  Henry. - .7 

G  fl  Haywood  c  TsokMte  b  Hanamm _ 5 

CPSdwfiflMbHwy - - .8 

■PJ  Franks  out. - 6 

tNJWtonb  Harry - B 

R  j  Logan  not  out - - - 2 

Extras  (H3  4,  w  1) _ 5 

Total  (Bwtae) — ; — 

JT  Tucker  to  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS;  1-19.  2-22,  3-72,  476. 
539. 6-97. 7-988-1 14 
BOWUNG  Hny  14-2-35-3;  Krugs  1M- 
307;  Loynes  7-3-21-0;  Conrad  7-3-9-tt 
Hawtam  7-2-20-2 

Umpras:  MJarfltoonandN  Kock 


Gilchrist  the  Australia  wicketkeeper,  appeals  successfully  as  Cullman  is  ran  out  for  33 

Waugh’s  elevation  turns  sour 


STEVE  WAUGH  tasted  de¬ 
feat  in  his  first  international 
since  being  appointed  Austra¬ 
lia’s  limited-overs  captain 
when  South  Africa  woo  the 
opening  World  Series  match 
by  67  runs  yesterday. 

Waugh,  who  replaced 
Mark  Taylor,  die  Test  cap¬ 
tain.  also  failed  with  the  bat; 
being  trapped  leg-before  for 
one -fay  Rat  Symcox.  tiie  off 
spinner,  as  Australia  scored 
only  133  from  38  overs  in  reply 
to  South  Africa's  200  from  SO 
overs  at  tiie  Sydney  Cricket 
Ground. 

Symcox  enjoyed  a  memora¬ 
ble  day,  dmmiag  four  for  28, 
his  best  figures  in  a  one-day 
international,  after  contribut¬ 
ing  an  invaluable  27  not  out 
adding  40  for  the  last  wicket 
with' Allan  Donald,  tiie  fast 
bowler. 

Australia  left  out  several; 
experienced  Test  players;  in- 
dudmg -Taylor  and  ten  Hea- . 
ty.the  wicketkeeper,  in  favour 
of  younger  one-day  special¬ 
ists,  but  foiled  to  profit  from 
the  move. 

Michael  DiVenuto,  Tay¬ 
lor's  successor  as  opener, 
Adam  Gilchrist,  die  wicket¬ 
keeper,  Michael  Sevan  mid 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

Ian  Harvey,  an  all-rounder 
making  his  international  de¬ 
but.  all  failed  with  the  bat 
Symcox.  the  oldest  player 
on  tiie  pitch  at  37,  was  South 

Africa's  match-winner  with  a 
controlled  and  effective  ten- 
over  spell  in  which  he  also 
dismissed  Mark  Waugh, 
Steve’s  twin  brother,  for  45. 
Harvey  and  Bevan. 

Symcox  also  -  became  the 
centre  of  attention  after  he. 
complained  to  the  umpires 
about  missiles  bring  thrown 
.from  the  crowd.  Play  was 
interrupted  for  six  minutes 


while  goto  cleared  orangi 

from  the  outfield. 

Gary  Kirsten  laid  the  fou 
dation  for  South  Africa's  fob 
compiling  a  patient  44  on 
difficult  batting  pitch  aft 
Hansie  Cronje,  the  captai 
had  won  the  toss.  Dari 
Culiinan  contributed  a  bar 
hitting  33  and  on  a  ra 
outing  as  a  bowler,  took  tv 
for  31  from  right  overs. 

South  Africa  face  New  Ze 
land  in  tiie  second  match  < 
the  three-nation  series  in  Ad 
laide  tomorrow. 


SCOREBOARD  FROM  SYDNEY 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

G Kirsten c McGrath bME Waugh.  44 

J  H  Ktfoc  Hanrey  b  McGcatti . .  8 

Lfflusenerb McGrath.-.- _ _ _  3 

□  JCUBnaniunour. _ _ 33 

*WJ  Cronje  c  and  te  Bthai.. _ 21 

.  J  N  Rhodes  b  Hanray _ _  12 

SMPofloefcrunoul _ 6 

B  M  McttlancWama  b  Blche! _ 19 

rajrachanfaORbwbSchei.^J: _ 0 

FtSmccKnoLaur^ _ .  .  .  27 

A  A  Donald  cGfcftristb  McGrath _ 11 

Boras (b  11. wl.nb 4} ..._  is 

Total - - - 1 - ^ _ 200 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-35.  2-37.  3-90. 
4BB.  5-113. 6-124, 7-1S3, 6-150. 94ft). 
BOWUNG;  McGrath  10-1-403;  Ffeflol 
a^-ft  Bchei  WMH;  Wbme.10-0- 
330;  M  6  UfeMgh  30-12-1;  Harwy  KM- 
33-1, 


•  >  AUSTRALIA 
M JDjVonuioc Rhodes b Poflock  .  _ 

SSB!CCnssu~1 

AJ  Bjchafrunou! . . . . . 

G  DMcGnaih  not  OW  ^  ~  | 

fiamfbSbftl.wS,  nb  f).  _  ZT"  n 

Total _ 1 _ ~ _  ^ 

5-78. 64S.  7-02.6.122. 9*133. 

'  BOWLWG:  Poflock  B-T-12-1.  Mrow 
W»1,Oi»pMMi  DonddS^a 
1;  ^raocK  10-1-28-4;  Cuban  8-0- 
Lbnpfrai;  D  Koperand  s  G  Randrt. 
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^Ulia  !  By  Chris  McGrath 


RACING:  FAVOURITE  BACKERS  COUNT  COST  AS  ZARALASKA  FAILS  TO  JUSTIFY  CONFIDENCE 

Wahiba  Sands  taxes  old  certainties 
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NOTHING  is  certain,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Benjamin  Franklin 
except  death  and  taxes.  No 
mailer  how  eloquently  their 
own  experience  tells  them 
otherwise,  punters  will  persist 
in  trying  to  add  the  occasional 
horse  to  that  brief  list  Frank¬ 
lin's  shade  was  no  doubt  at 
Macester  yesterday,  knowing¬ 
ly  shaking  its  head,  to  witne» 

the  defeat  of  Za  ralaska  at  odds 

of  5-1  on. 

A  winner  at  the  royal  meet¬ 
ing.  Za  ralaska  had  made  a 
dramatic  impression  when  re¬ 
turning  to  Ascot  for  his  first 
start  over  timber  13  days  ago. 
His  natural  aptitude  for  hur- 


nnaHBwmmf.F 


Nap:  Country  Beau 
(1.00  Sand  own  Park). 
The  well-regarded  Country 
Beau  should  be  spot  on  after  a 
pleasing  debut  over  hurdles 

behind  Cherrymorc  at  Ncw- 

r  bwyreceiilly  and  can  win  the 
Lbest  novice  Tace  of  the  season 
at  Sandown.today. . 

NB:  Noisy  Miner  - 
(2.05  Sandown  Party 


dlmg  put  many  people  in 
mind  of  Alderbrook.  a  similar 
sort  on  the  Flat  before  winning 
the  1995  Champion  Hurdle  — 
not  least  bookmakers,  who 
quoted  Za  ralaska  as  low  as 
14-1  to  emulate  that  success  ar 
Cheltenham  in  March. 

There  were  those  perplexed 
to  find  him  contesting  yester¬ 
day's  low ly  Knighton  Novices’ 
Hurdle,  particularly  in  view  of 
a  history  of  training  problems 
on  the  Flat.  Few.  however, 
could  have  envisaged  that  Ik 
would  encounter  a  new.  insur¬ 
mountable  problem  in  the 


Wahiba  Sands  survives  an  untidy  jump  at  the  last  hurdle  to  eclipse  Zaralaska  at  Leicester  yesterday 


shape  ofWahiba  Sands.  aTare 
runner  over  hurdles  for  John 
Dunlop. 

Restrained  off  a  slow  early 
pace,  by  Adrian  Maguire, 
Zaralaska  again  jumped  slick¬ 
ly  before  moving  into  conten¬ 
tion  turning  for  home.  His 
every  move,  however,  was 
shadowed  byTony  McCoy  on 
Wahiba  Sands,  himself  a  de¬ 
cent  handicapper  on  the  level 
and  receiving  71b. 


As  Zaralaska  led  two  out, 
Wahiba  Sands  followed  him 
through,  going  equally  well, 
and  McCoy  pounced  soon 
afterwards.  While  Maguire 
shook  up  his  mount,  his  rival 
was  in  such  serene  control  that 
he  soon  despaired:  eased. 
Zaralaska  was  beaten  four 
lengths,  a  dozen  dear  of  a 
competent  yardstick  in.  I’m 
Maggy. 

David  Nicholson.  Zara- 


laska’s  trainer,  said:  “They've 
gone  no  gallop  and  it  turned 
inio  a  sprint  But  he  has 
jumped  well  and  will  now  go 
to  Kempton  for  the  novice 
hurdle  on  Boxing  Day." 

Dunlop  detained  at  Tatter- 
sails  Sales,  missed  his  first 
National  Hunt  winner,  but 
Wahiba  Sands  is  apparently 
heading  to  Ascot  on  December 
20.  Coral  expects  more  of  the 
same  there,  having  replaced 


Zaralaska  with  Wahiba  Sands 
at  16-1  in  its  ■  Champion 
Hurdle  book. 

By  contrast,  things  continue 
to  fall  predictably  into  place 
for  Martin  Pipe.  The  champi¬ 
on  trainer  has  a  foil  hand  of 
juvenile  aces,  and  the  success 
of  the  favourite  Vent  D'Aout  in 
the  opener  added  to  the  con¬ 
gestion  of  Pipe-trained  horses 
—  along  with  The  French 
Furze  and  Rain  watch  —  at  the 


head  of  the  Triumph  Hurdle 
betting. 

Somehow,  life  is  never  so 
straightforward  for  his  rivals. 
Steve  Brookshaw,  the  trainer 
of  Lord  Gyllene,  yesterday 
confirmed  that  the  Martell 
Grand  National  winner  will 
miss  the  whole  season  because 
of  his  leg  injury. 

Happily,  the  return  of 
another  hobbling  Ain  tree  hero 
remains  imminent  —  despite 
Terry  Casey,  trainer  of  Rough 
Quest,  reporting  a  further 
setback  yesterday.  “He  has 
bruised  the  sole  of  his  off- 
fore,"  Casey  said.  "There's  no 
way  he  can  run  at  Chepstow 
on  Saturday,  but  he  should  be 
able  to  run  the  following 
weekend." 

Rough  Quest  could  now 
resurface  in  the  Tommy  Whit¬ 
tle  Chase  at  Haydock  —  a  race 
that  has  not  yet  been  dis¬ 
missed  for  Simply  Dashing, 
despite  his  prominence  in 
betting  on  the  King  George  VI 
Chase  on  Boxing  Day.  With 
equivocal  noises  about 
Kempton  also  emerging  from 
the  Suny  Bay  camp  punters 
wishing  to  oppose  One  Man 
yesterday  resorted  to  Barton 
Bank.  Coral  go  8-1  from  12-1 
about  the  old  warrior. 

Another  such,  Major  Dick 
Hem.  was  back  in  the  win¬ 
ner's  enclosure  at  Windsor 
yesterday.  Hem,  who  only 
recently  handed  in  his  train¬ 
ing  licence,  emerged  among 
the  partnership  that  owns 
George  Bull  -  20-1  winner  of 
the  SpitaJ  Novices'  Hurdle 
(Division  TI},  and  bred  by  his 
wife.  Sheilah. 

George  Bull  outbattled  Bet¬ 
ter  Offer,  who  had  been  sent 
off  at  3-1  on.  It  was  not  much  of 
a  day  for  the  credulous  punter. 
Remem  ben  death  and  taxes. 


Murphy 
handed 
30-day 
whip  ban 

TIMMY  MURPHY,  who  has 
enjoyed  a  splendid  start  to  his 
new  job  with  Paul  Nicholls. 
was  yesterday  brought  to 
earth  by  a  30-day  suspension 
for  persistent  whip  offences 
(Chris  McGrath  writes). 

Under  the  “totting  up"  pro¬ 
cedure.  Murphy  was  auto¬ 
matically  referred  to  the 
Jockey  Club  disciplinary  com¬ 
mittee  for  his  treatment  of 
BramblehUl  Buck  at  Newton 
Abbot  on  November  18.  hav¬ 
ing  already  served  15  days  in 
whip  bans  over  the  previous 
12  months.  Ten  days  of  the 
ban.  which  starts  on  Tuesday, 
have  been  suspended  for  six 
months,  but  Murphy  misses 
the  ride  on  Belmont  King  in 
the  CoraJ  Welsh  National  at 
Chepstow  on  December  27. 

Murphy.  23,  has  shown 
himself  an  accomplished 
jockey  in  riding  30  winners 
this  season,  in  the  process 
restoring  lost  momentum  to 
his  career.  But  his  visit  to 
Portman  Square  yesterday 
must  prompt  him  to  accept 
the  need  for  some  refinement. 

“Timmy  has  put  his  hands 
up  and  admitted  he  was 
wrong,"  Nicholls  said.  “But 
there  is  no  way  BramblehUl 
Buck  was  injured  after  New¬ 
ton  Abbot  ]  got  my  vet  to  look 
at  the  horse  the  next  day  and 
he  confirmed  he  was  100  per 
cent" 

The  in-form  trainer  intends 
to  give  his  inexperienced 
back-up  riders,  Joe  Tizzard 
and  Liam  Cummins,  plenty  of 
opportunities  during  Mur¬ 
phy's  absence,  but  senior  re¬ 
placements  are  likely  to  be 
sought  at  Chepstow  for  Bel¬ 
mont  King  and  What  a  Hand. 


Hfes 


1.00  Golden  Eagle 
1.30  Bengers  Moor 
Z05  ChenynuT 


THUNDERER 

2J35  Oatis  Regrets 
3.10  What  A  Hand 
3.40  Majesty 


GOING.  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (GOOD  IN  PLACES) 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 


1 .00  DECBIBBI  NATtOHAUtUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£3,152: 2m  110yd)  (21  ronnas) 

101  4022-1  Wes 27 (DjG) (T  Dapped)  PKdofe 5-11-4 _ TJItaphy  EH 

HE  to  MMMGTOMI  (P/^  pteJ  Ui4  Dttdiobion  6-11-4 _ AMagtoe  90+ 

103  50  ASK  MIME  Z1  |0MMci}UaH Mitt  511-0  _ _ JCtMy 

104  SO/  BOD R0UE0 580 Steen BabeA)  N  Hndmon 5-11-0 _ JRKnm0 

105  02-  BORGOKO  303  (UnPCaopolCSnxfc  5-11-0 - : _ SIMM 

106  V  BRACEY  RUN  944(87)  (DHtfcjn*)  J  Od  7-11-0 _ CUnolyn 

107  fl  20-02  6WBHUE  IF  13  fSJ  lllii  C  Itatol  F  R  Wetter  5-11-0 _ R  Thornton  (31  96 

MS  CNCMSO OIYJS batten^ Jtaaw 4-114  . _0Btaw»p| 

109  0-  COaWBWW214(I4r»OK^w)BOeKiHiSTii-o - OCtfiahar 

no  $11-2  COWRY  BEAU  23  ^AQJS]  (tfeJPmniqJ  tag  5-11-0  Rtawoody  115 

111  OBVirsOURV (R Hedgtf] P Mger.  6-11-8  _  lUmu.  - 

11?  5065-  BBAHGO  268  U  Dwta)  J  Dwfep  5-11-0 - Mr  H  Duntop  (7) 

113  42-  GOUH EAGLE 258 (POUHANHcBtaro 5-11-0 _ MARzwaU 

111  50-  GORMAN 24$ (RnottUI Mas KM0t 5-11-0 - 1 - JFTMry 

115  2/  GREAT  5IUFF  690  (UptaACB  BkNdMCki  CEkoata  6-1141 - GBadtoy  -  - 

116  656  UOfCROf  16 (UbMMwMRRdw  5-11-0 - SB4MH 

117  1W  SWORSCASttf  26  (BFXtSJ  {Mrs BlbnJatfJHD’SBfllwn  4-1141  A? McCoy 

118  4-5  SKYCASZ3 [P8*nj (HaMngsJ Utf) J BAtad 5-11-0 - ...  PUde  104 

119  0  SMAHTYZ3 (ttj tikwel kta J Pinaa 4-11-0 - D  Leahy 

T20  0-  LUCYSRB)SUff>ffi347(P AW  PJanes  MM _ 1 _ G Upton 

121  0  PE7freWB23(RCmiflATa™*6-10-9  - - - ... .  CfcrafTJ-  - 

BFTTWGJ-i  ftowe^  51  (teet  51  Cartylta^  51  Gofcta  Each,  5  lSarawtaa)e.i51  Bray  fan. 
6a*  SUB  1M  ribn 

1906:  HUHKME  LAMP  5-11-10  A  Magtar  (7-4  toj  D  Nehtton  1?  on 

Dbks  bert  Tier  Creeps  V4I  ft  U-nmei  novice  hunfle  at 
Wharton  [2m.  good).  Rmdnglm  beat  Certain  SW  UW  in  6- 

_ , _ ware  noMa  bode  a  Worcester  ^2m  21,  good  to  fan).  Borafino 

2Vrl  2ra5  of  B  to  Meter  Enny*  »  NH  BaJ  race  a  foot  (2m  110yd,  good  K)  firm).  Bracey  Ri»i1!4l 
2nd  ot  14  to  Sms*  Snrotag  ■  fti  U  race  *  Uttrwter  (2m.  good  1o  flan).  County  Bear  2)41  2nd 
ol  12  lo  Chenymore  in  nowr  JMfe  a  Mortav-gm  llOyd.  good)  aifc  Skjicab  [same  terms)  19 
Ml.  Entono  SKI  51b  of  11  hi  Lad  lamb  in  NH  Rat  ace  a  Huwingdon  (2m  IIOwJ,  good  to  ram). 
Gnat  Sufi 3»l  2nd  ol  10  lo  Ifis,  DtsHri  Id  hmco  tadb  a  Fmftadl  (2m  6L  wmo  to  sotnrSmons 
CssOe  short  head  2nd  ol  U  to  WWon  fan  to  MH  Bafiag  M  SanJnm  (2m  IIW.  good).  Smaty 
201  71ho/21  loCondiobdr  inNHWncaal  Woreedet  (2m.  goodjwifli  Peite  lmr  (5*1*  tarns) 
23  Ml 

COUMTRy  BEAU  appeals  on  his  second  to  Chenymore 

1-30  P&  0  DBfBJOniEIVrS  NDVKES  CHASE 

(£4.065  2m  41 110yd)  (6  runners) 

201 

x: 

203 

204 

205 

206 


112125  AMLAH  21  (F.G1  (Sahp  GamtoQ  Pjtobte  MIT  - - - - 4 

[MU21P  STANU0R6  13  (D.Gl  mpfan*  BMbta* 1  C  Bnda  5-T1-4  ..  -  G  taAy 
121/12-  BEWSRS  U00R  26SP  (GS)  U  Tomshend)  P  MUrtb  6-11-0  T  J 
2142-32  DANTES  CAVAUER  10  (&F.S)  (W  Dor)  0  Gamkflo  7-11-0  R  Di 
1635-40  SMJGSLBTS  POMT  16  (F.S)  fl*s  V  Hove)  J  Brtdgv  7.11-0  _  P  — 

ao  3F223-1  WSE  24  |tSj  lO  Sfitos)  J  DM  7-11-0 - C  Lhwefan 

BETTWG  W  Amiah  IT-4  Dm®  CmEh.  51  Bob.  Boqas  Mon,  SimnOR.  12-1  Sreoglef’s  PBia 
1996"  POTIEFTS  BAT  7-11-7  A  Hagrte  [2-7  lu]  D  Mchobn)  2  an 


127 


F<m¥om 


Andah  1H  5th  irf  7  to  Call  . 
Chetertum  (2m.  good)  tkantes 
Rottfe  in  novice  chase  A  *~ 


Snigder's 
sod)  Wise 


soil) 

BWdJ 


Pood  a  d&aoce  7ffi  d  8  to  Fnendstup  m 
King  beat  Moon  Deal  21  n  9-nimar  now* 


_ _  chase  at 

neck  2nd  ofl2  to  Lad 
_.  (2m  4f  110yd.  pood] 

- at  famptoo  (an  51.  good  to 

leap  tamfle  si  Netwiy  (2m  110yd, 


DANTES  CAVALIER  may  be  more  eSecSvo  Ban  Amlati  a  Bis  trip 


2.05  BOVtS  CROWNSAP  WHtTTfl  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Grade  II:  £9.375.  2m  61)  (9  runners) 


jdlfiFi  BRACABHH2A1H  14  fltS)  (J  Gnfll  D  BbsbO  6-11-4 -  A  P  McCoy 

iwcy  knen  13  (FAS)  (Mra  A  Start  D  MdKlson  511-4  ...  A  UrtP*® 
IF?ljP6  acwnUJT  2B  ff.£51  |Ha4  A  O^P  Bdwlb  511-0  -  — 

4  RlpyAUA  CflBI  13  |B)  (R  auwi  NIMara  511-0  _  U  A 

TJ33-JR  PHYStCAl.  FUN  14  (A  BUdarcM)  A  BbctanoR  511-0 - PjaMUgHH 

“pj  waSPERO  19  .Us  6  ScnCan)  Ub  A  PsnflS  4-11-0  — -  RttiProidy 
«iatoECHA«E  15  (CD.G1  (Mte  S  DoufltoJ’BwanO  J  Bno  511-0 
'fife  Km9V0U)1S  EG)  M,  IMWta)  J  M  ■ Stag 
M  345,5!  UADAM  MUCK  10  iCj'flftnists)  »  Tw»»-EMb  510-9  —  C  Llw^Pi 
arnwfi  :-l  Nocy  Staa  7-2 Fufrrra  D«t  51  Sang  OtTteSwrd.  51  Pnspura.  1M  ates- 
1996.  TAMO  511-4  J  Ostom  (5ltJ0td  6  ran 


110 

136 

120 

119 

133 

i; 


DIUrRUlilUMIl  w 

tan  soff)  Noisy  MOW  bM 
ludle  at  Airtree  (2m  4j.  good  lo : 


I  FORM  FOCUS 

i  nnue a iwnwe jon^. ' 

£ck  VflStfSrt  S  Bsssifl  Branffl  m  mares  noviee  hmfa  rt  HunUigiton  (2m . 

gozil 

NOISY  MINER  aa  extend  lus  wnrang  sequence 


5? 


-.v 

- M 


r^£>V  V 


101  113143  GOOD IMS  13  RFAS)  (Ms  Dftotansrail  8  HaB  12-0 _ B  West  (7) 


fasecod  nuni».  SR-hgoe  knn  (F  ~  tefl.  P — 

Cop-  U— unseated  rider.  B— Oooga 
S  —  sloped  up.  R—  teftcari  D  — 
jlaotakEnd).  Horn's  tana.  Days  -anr.  tea 
nte  F  B  ItaL  (B  — Winters.  V— trisa.  H— 
hood.  £— EyadwM.  C— .  canenacr.  D — 
dsbnco  mw.  CD  —  corase  md  dstence 


v«iner  BF  — beaten  bwufc  n  latest  ra) 
Going  on  nbteh  horse  has  won  (F  —  bin,  good  to 
tern,  hard  6— good  5— soil  good  to  sol. 
heavy)  0m  in  brackets.  Trainer.  Age  aod 
■tight,  fater  plus  any  aBowanca.  The  Tines 
Timekeeper's  speed  rating 


2.35  BOWSiBUOTT  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6,678: 2m  4f  110yd)  (8  runners) 

401  ,54/43-  0AT1S  REGRETS  352  fCD,<LS)  (D  Thompson)  Sfe  H  Kd^S  511-lD  Altagare  138 

402  21)41*42  HBSTBi  DRUM  20  (0/,$^)  (MBUcfietaO  MWBdnsoo  511-10  ..  Rtemoody  147 

403  m/1-5  ROSMYOLFSaf  13  (DXLS)  (Me  f  Broen)  J Gfflort  511-9 _ PUde  139 

404  0113-65  UNION  ROCKS  128  Q)fj)  (MraTaBBtatilP Mdub 5114  TJHirptiy  143 

405  43/115  ARFER  MIXE  281  JBF.CD^)  W  Sul)  J  Old 511-7 _  CIJewiyD  138 

406  2F1151  PMUPS  WOODY  26  (CO  J. &S)  (R  tew)  N  Henderao  511-7  _  UAROgeraM  151 

407  FI1-3F3  ART  PFHCE 16  (F&S)  (TfaJ)C  Broob  7-1M _ G  Btadey  Da 

408  -  I34S2F  RED  BEAM  19  (CJ=,S)  <K  Vtocart)  K  Vincent  5106  -  RThomtaap)  144 

Lang  tarafcap:  Bed  Bean  510 

BETTHG.  51  fadeenvauntil. 7-2 Ubter Dnin. 4.1  PNCp-sWoadr.  il-2L«toiRocta.7-i  AdPrra.51  Alter 
fttale.  151  Oxe  Regret  351  Red  Bern 

1986:  STAiaY  HOME  5104)  A  toga*  (9-4  p  tav)  P  Bomsi  5  sai 

Oads  RegreB  111  3rd  ol  7  to  Futl  . Of  Fire  in  hamkrap  chase  a 
Ereler  (2m  71 110yd.  soil):  previreciy  111  4th  ot  7  to  Fools  Errand 
m  handicap  dose  a  Exeier  (2m  61 110yd.  good  to  son).  Meter 
**“  in  handicap  chase  a  Htnungdon  (2m  41 110yd,  good  to  torn); 
m  tandirap  chase  a  Market  Itosen  (2m  41,  good  lo  firm)  «Mi 


■Jr  "-r' 


THUNDERER 

12.50  Swan  Street  1.20  Indian  Flun.  1.50  Board- 
room  Shuffle.  9.9S  Mafwood  Castle.  2.55  Winston 
Run.  3J30  Afics's  Mirror. 

Timekeeper's  top  rating: 

3.30  SADLER’S  REALM. 


GOING;  SOFT  (HEAVY  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


DmmAil  2nd  of  4  to  Shining 

previously  211 49io(  8  to  Stoieiy  I  ... 

Untoii  Rode  (61b  wotse  offl  fell  RedeemyoureeV  201 5th  of  11  to  Simply  Dashing  m  handicap 
chase  a  Aral  {2m  31 110yd.  good  to  sot);  previously  beat  Mafcoo  County  121  in  7-nmner  novice 
chase  a  Newbury  (2m  V.  goat)  Linton  Rocks  211 5ft  ol  22  to  Sira  II  Home  m  aade  I  handicap 
chase  a  Gahny  (2m  6f.  good  to  soft).  After  Mote  beaten  a  distance  3rd  of  6  to  Teren  in  novice 
chase  a  Huntingdon  (2m  4f  110yd,  goad  to  soft):  previously  heal  Eulogy  21  in  7-umno  novice  chase 
a  Sanduw  [2m  41 110yd,  gmd  to  aifl).  Flip's  Woody  bea  Red  wan  (lib  better  on)  101  in  6- 
rarmer  haruliap  chase  a  Sandmen  (2m  4]  lilted,  good  to  torn)  wlh  Art  Prince  (4b  better  ott)  toll 
Art  Prince  HI  3rd  of  5  to  Sopa  Tadics  in  handicap  chase  a  Kempton  (2m  4f  110yd,  good  to  sail). 
Red  Bean  toff  a  harafcap  chase  a  Cheltenham  (2m  4f  HOyd,  good) 

OATIS  REGRETS  goes  wail  fresh  and  he  stable  are  ranting  hto  torn 


1  A  (tzgaraU 
R  Duwoody  170 
T  J  -  • 


D  Bralg^H 
.  DOCBTFUL 


3.1 0  BOV1S  EUROPE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6,411:  3m  51  110yd)  (5  fimers) 

501  2111-4P  BUCK  JAKES  26  (BJBFJ>)  (Areata  Sttete)  T  Faster  512-0 

50?  111535  MCHCAUJ0CH  20  |BFmF.OS)  (F  Cano]  J  Kq  51511  . 

503  113PJ-2  WHAT  A  HAND  20  IGJ5]  (F  Bosralt  P  Mdrob  5159  -  .. 

501  412-351  SAf&H  13  (CJAS)  AMa  Lon  Prtmh®]  P  Hstte  5153 

505  PU2542  UTTIE  MARXlNA  15  ftS]  (C  Nnpoit)  0  Gitedl  5100  — . 

Long  handcacc  Lsta  Uatna  54 

BETIWG- 1511  Steal  A  Hard  51  Santee.  51  hdcaUste.  151  Bud  Jfaa. 

1996'  nCHCALLOCH  7-11-7  C  Maude  (4-6  to)  J  Kmq  4  an 

What  A  Hand  1)41  2nd  ol  6  lo  Banjo  m  htedrap  chase  at 
Cheltenham  (3m  31 110yd.  good)  vrifr  InchcaBodi  Rm  bettor  oft) 
311 5th.  Sam  toe  beat  Court  Metooy  21  hi  11-runner  twndkap  chase 
ai  Ajnbee  (3m  31.  good  lo  sofl) 

WHAT  A  HAND  eantalielhisonlhSMytolhe  Welsh  National 


3.40 


TOLL  HOUSE  JUVEMIE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-0:  £2,814:  ,2m  110yd)  (12  rtraera) 

601  5TF1TJ  RUWNB  DE  CffilSY  24  (D/fl  (P  ftstt  M  Pipe  TM0 - A  P  IfcCriy 

GREBi  POWER  50F  (Dora  k>  Ltd)  J  hnOemt  11-3  . —  A  Maguire 

GULDEN  (Economic  Secuay)  P  fl  weuar  11-3 - -  S  Mc/teA 

3  HARMONY  HALL  20  P  Tooth)  J  Fans/aw  11-3 -  R  ThomBm  (3) 


KARABURAN  Ms  H  Mlhl  R  Phflhpi  M  3 - - I  Umax 

LU00  102F  (SmSee  ted)  C  Weodoi  11-3 . -  0  Batagber 

MAJESTY  93f  (Sportm  Dints)  S  Dow  IT-3  -  ---  D  Bridgwater 

MDM6HT  WATCH  38F  (P  tUmni  P  Wrtawth  11-3  ...  T  J  Umpire 
ICMtSTO  40BF  (Mor*ao  Partno^tp)  Uss  H  Krighl  11-3  .  ..  .  J  CdUy 
91ADMIM  42F  (M  Bbddun  A  J  Brown)  P  Murpter  11-3  ..  fl  Ounwoody 
SHARP  TOPER  62F  (M  Ardteti  N  TreteteiPOaule!  11-3  —  C  LtawS|n 

32  TDU&i  ACT  30  (Urs  B  Doefl  Ma  A  Penes  11-3 . M  A  Fitzgerald 

ffiTTHG.  159  Rwning  De  Certsy,  52  town  Power.  7-1  Hamony  Had.  51  Bratem.  151  (Stars 
1886:  FAR  DAWN  11-7  C  Mauds  (5-3  Mrs  A  Pare#  11  tmt 


85 


101 


Running  Do  Cerisy  121  3rd  of  3  to 
novice  Hurdle  af  Moratwy  (2m  110 
techyd-Oa  111  to  B-rumer  3ya  novfce  1 


i  And  Demand  to  3yo 
ood);  previously  beat 
1  Abbol  (2m 


1L  soft!  Matosty  one-paced  maiden  on  the  FT*  Shadann  fairly  useful  mtodto-dtetanx  maiden  on 
Iha  RaL  Tough  M  neck  2nd  of  9  to  Misty  Cay  In  3yo  novice  lurAe  af  Hunttogdon  (2m  110yd,  good 
to  firm)  Him  Harmony  Hal  (lends)  HI  3rd. 

SKADIANN  stays  nreJ1  and  likes  soft  ground.  M  useful  aBribules  here 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wm 

Rncs 

l 

JOCKEYS 

Wtonei: 

Rttes 

% 

A  Tumefi 

s 

22 

36.4 

R  Dummy 

29 

102 

284 

0  Bdwteon 

28 

88 

316 

A  Lbguto! 

21 

92 

22  8 

P  MeMb 
i  OU 

6 

11 

19 

41 

31.6 

268 

J  TiSiy 

A  P  McCoy 

5 

11 

24 

39 

ZDS 

168 

I  Forster 

6 

23 

26.1 

D  BndgMfa 

6 

36 

IE7 

RESULTS  FROM  YESTERDAY'S  THREE  MEETINGS 


1A:t: 


_  130 
7^5.50-1 
1  ■  40 


Leicester  . 

fiomc:  <-,snd  icfjsa  course,',  soft  (Txecfies! 

e:,-T.c£3360  CSF£457 

„  -1 . . n.  j c*-.:  !.{M«®f'6Seer8t(A 

s-Vas)  2  J£*^dS.(frNS'. 

^  Tote  £S.90, 

7t"7'  CH=  dfiJO.  Tf*?- 

r  '  ....  -:*a  n£c:  ••  SmO*  w«t 
■  ^  c.M  z  ’.’iso=n,rid^ 

V-:?  « 

i  3  ^..vsion 

u :!>-  > 


'AT  C 


■  :1b  2s'  ElW1?  Tri0' 

Traces*  C41o-l2.Fi® 


r,‘ !..  -  ...  vm  *1 :  Ednrfon  »«u  (J 

2-*-’  -■  _  -  ■  1  1  4-!i.  3.  tn 

1  "T  J-  •  u-‘  -  .  . .  7  .  .  .■  Tree- 


iicin  KjesM  Tote: 
r.-T.  -QO  2= 

?:.*  •  ‘or  sai  3-a  Tacasi 

!  ‘-c:  -  wahiba  Sa«&  5*  ? 


Maggy  (20-1)  10  mri -fl.  13  J  IXtota 
Tot0E5.fiO.E1 10. El  1ft £1.30  W  f1-40 
Tno:£150  CSF:Efl« 

120  (2m  hdte)  1.  Fteot  CiMjIB  Suppte. 

55 tau): 2.  Nesaun Dora 

fi0-1).  4  ran.  2L  30.  M  Pipe.  Tor  Ci-TO 

DF:  £3X0,  CS1  e4  67 

Jackpot  £39,754X0. 

Ptacspot  £3150. 

Quadpct:  £1250. 

Lingfield 

Going:  stendard 
12-40  (Q)  J.  Ote 
151):  2.  Tima  To  I 


(C  Scafly. 

II9-11;  i  lima  .u  rijr  fMkiShWP 

£23  70.  £3  30,  £1 6ft  £1 -7ft  Df 
Trio  £5090  CSF  -STO.21.  TncasL 
El  70.94. 

1.10  |6f)  i.  Batdwiorih  BBtta  (S  &OTOT. 
7J  fcwj:  2.  Prwaous  Flmopy 
Muta's  Magic  (9-2)  9  ran.  NR  **®ndOw 

£1,40  DF  E3.S0.  Tra>- E8  3ft  CSr  £r-« 
1.40  (2m)  1.  Signad  Andl  Seated  (T 
VWfiarns.  11-2):  2. 

Un.STei4.so  .csf- 61035. 


2.10  (1m)  1.  Whbpered  Mofody  (A  Ctads 
1 1-6  (m):  Z  Square  Mite  Miss  (16-1),  3, 
Mogh  (151)  12  ran.  Nk,  W.  J  Aiwhurst. 
TolT  £200:  £1 50.  £2X0.  £2.10.  DF: 
£17X0.  Tno.  £13830  CSF:  E25X5. 
Tncash  62Z2.41 

240  (imj  l,  Uontes  (W  Ryan,  7-3):  2, 
SJoppes  Brew  (3-1):  3.  Fine  radge  Lad  (7- 
1)  Secret  Spring  2-1  tav.Sran.  71,21  Mrs  J 
Gad.  Tote  E4.70,  ET.50.  E250.  DF' 
£11 60.  CSF:  C1355. 

3.10  (Gfl  1.  Lib/  In  The  Sky  (N  Caritsie. 
100-30);  ft  Wvd  NotBa  (33-1);  3,  Fnandy 
Breve  (11-4  l»).  B  ran.  1%l.  itaL  B 
MeflfWL  Tote  £350;  £1X0,  £900.  El  .60 
DP  £85.30.  Trio-  £250X0.  CSF  £91.63. 
Trices!:  £312.63 

3.40  (1m4fl  I.VrBtinaifMiesSSarTmarth, 
5*2  law).  2.  Don’t  Drop  Bombs  (5-1);  A  Mr 
FonvtwiKs  (11-4).  S  ran.  FfiL  Shaded.  3f. 
%r  j  Fanshavm.  Tote. E4.00: 52  00.  El. 10. 
El  10.DF  £680.  Trier  £500  CSF- £16.1 7. 
Trfcssr  £3423  . 

Ptaoepoh  E12J0.  Quadpoc  £8.90. 

Windsor 

Going:  good  (good  10  sofr  tn  pteojr;) 

1230  (2m  MM  1,  Shahnr  (M  A  FtBorald. 
51  p-favl:  2.  BulSnch  (151);  3,  WQd  Rite  |3- 
1  rt-tavl.  16  ran.  2L  12L  G  L  Moore  Too 
S3.70:  C!  Jft  QGX10.  E1.4ij.DF:Ci&10  Trto 
£38.60  CSF  £47.78. 


ITU  (2m  hefle)  1,  Ftalona  {□  Gallagher. 
51);  2.  Special  Beat  (3-1  fan).  3.  Persian 
Butterfly  ffi-1).  7  ran  m,  ehhd.CMortocK. 
Tow:  £22 JX\  SAM.  £2.10.  DF’  £3300 
CSF:  £31.41. 

1  JO  (3m  ch)  1,  Into  The  Clan  (J  F  Tifley. 
10O-3D):  2.  Hum  'N'  Haw  (13-2);  3,  Scotby 
(7-4  taw)  8  ran.  12.  28  Mss  H  Know. 
Toltt  £3.70;  C1.60.  £3.00,  £180  DF 
£11.10.  CSF:  £24.65. 

am  (2m  hdte)  1 .  Gecaga  Bid!  (A  Thornm 
20-1),  Z  Better  Offer  (1-3  lav):  3.  Bluned 
(7-1).  ISratvbR-  Zkfac  Nh,  1G  T  Foreier 
tote  £38.10:  ES.BO,  £1.10.  £1.70.  DF: 
£»  70.  Tno-  £19.50.  CSF-  £26  73 
2.30  (2m  ch)  1.  Nashville  Star  (C  Uoweilyn. 
13-2);  2.  Codteen  Herd  (Ml.  3.  Dear  Do 
(9-11.  Sir  Dante  2-1  fav  B  ran  NL  R 
Mathew.  Toto.  no  Jft  £2  7ft  £1  SO.  £7.40. 
DF  £1630  CSF  £34G5.TncaS  £241.79. 
3.00  pm  51  ch)  1,  Damas  (M  G  EBott.  100- 
30);  2,  CaU  Home  (52);  3.  Ftescal  (2-1  lav) 
6  ran.  21.  U  M  Pipe.  Tte:  £3.60;  £1  70, 
£2-30  DF- B6  40.  iSF;  £17.74 
3J0  (2m  4f  htfe)  1.  August  TwettOr  (Mr  5 
Duracfc.  12-1):  2.  Cabcdion  (7-2  |t-tev):  3, 
CMi  Stranger  (1&-11  Come-  On  Penny  7-2 
|t-fav.  12  ran.  31.  VL  D  O'Brien  Tote  £9  4ft 
£2.50.  El  .70.  £430  DF.  £2360  Trio- 
£168  30  CSF  E5597.  Traces)-  SSM  97 
Ptecopoc  C25.oa 

OgadpoC  £6.20. 


12.50  CHEJKRAFT  CONDmOHAL  JOCKEYS 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,176: 2m  20  (9  runners) 

1Z114  LORD  IVTROGGN  B6  (CT.6)  B  UeMtlyn  7-11-17 

Guy  Lews  (3)  86 

2  452-  MADAM'S  WALK  214  N  Wsftn-Davies  7-11-10 

MKe0*y{6)  81 

3P230irsWALLACE9JCItou0an5ll-3 .  LAspel  111 

4  554  PR0WKE  24  C  Item  511-2 . _..JMap»(3)  93 

5  D44)  SWAN  5TRST  74  E  L  Jam  510-6 . 14  Bary  Dj| 

G  -IDS  SAAR  15  (B.61  R  Eaho  5154  . . .  D  Salta  104 

7  P-35  QUTOI  OP  THE  SUR  15  N  UKctal  510-0  -  SogtM  Mtciidi  104 

BOMACHU.PRWCE15ltA»1ft5150  . . M&ffltos  9T 

9P«PTAl£PiJ21  (B)MreJ  Screws  12-150  ....  T  Dascranbe  40 

11-4  Satf.  51  Lord  NHgai.  7-2  Itatan  s  Mb*.  11-2  Pravtoce.  7-1  ft  VUtacc. 
Swan  SUM.  151  Queen  U  The  Sue.  25 1  atriera 


1  .20  ALC  DOUBLE  GLAZING  SELLING  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2,406: 2m  20  (10) 

1 1124  BUAN  HUN  16  (BF.ftS)  R  Hodgus  512-0  TDasaurtoe 
2  5iT2  SHBBBA  HBIS  23  P)  G  McCnul  511-12  .  D  J  MoflaO 

3HB4  GLBt  URAGE  13  (F.G.S)  M  Coontoe  12-11-5 

IfesUCoante  100 

4  POftMLETTFS  CHOKE  273  (SIS  Km  511-0  . ..  S  Bunaugh  93 
50603  ABB7WJW  0PTMST  J8  (F.6J  B  Uaettyn  9-1M 

Miss  E  J  Jones  (7)  101 

6  -34P  COOL  WEATT€R  1G  (B)  C  Peptam  510-3  .  AThormon  95 

7  -ZPP 16*  THE  TEMPO  30  (B)  P  Fanel  5152 . R  Greene 

8 ,54P  SABIT  BUNS  8  G  Edwarts  5151  ..  -  D  Sate  (51  103 

9  -5S0  POOH  STICK  30  R  Frost  7-151 - -  JFrasI  1W 

10  PU5  CHARLES OUAKS1 17 M Sabman  7-10-0 -  PHofcy 

5?  euSan  fan.  7-2  Stanba  f»i  51  Men  Mirage.  7-1  Itattan  OptmiA  Cod 
WeaBar  51  Start  Gua.  151  Pooh  SuA.  14-1  ohm. 

1.50  CHILDCHAFT  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4,921: 2m  21)  (4) 

1 0P-P  AJTDS1K  WAN  15  R  Aha  511-0  . . P  Hotay 

2  11-F  BOARDROOM  SHUERE  13  (8F/^S|  J  Gated  511-0 

L  Aspen  (3| 

3  B65  POWVMOOfl  PRMCE  273  (S)  R  Frosl  511-0  --- JFroa 

4  P5Z  CAKBXAS  LE6ACV 15  H  Cota  510-9 . D  Safer  (5) 

2-15  Bondman  SMBs.  7-1  Camite  legacy.  751  Pcreremooi  Pmea.  25-1 
Aftsfle  Plan. 


2.25  ALC  WIDOWS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.915: 2m  71 110yd)  (7) 


1  51)4  BRAVE  HGHLAMXR 15  |GS)  J  GMtad  511-10  L  Aspefl  (3) 
2 12-2  QJFTDN  SET  13  filF. SSC Ham  511-10 ...  J  Magee  (3) 

3  215  HAL  WOOD  CAS7LF  J  93  (JIFJfiJS)  R  Atrao  7-11-1 

A  Thornton 

4  4SZ- SPECIAL  ACCOUNT  188  (CJftF.S.5)  C I 


5UOO-  VBTYVEL  293  (G.S)  J  Nadir  5151?  , 

6  3P-2  PEWJCALffi  17  (Bl  P  Hobbs  7-ID-fi  .. 

7  552  STffl>LE  JACK  22  IBS)  K  Beshoo  15150 


11-10-13 

BFecfcn 
T  Damombe 
.  .  fiTormey 
.  .  R  Greene 


110 

128 


127 

129 


51  Brave  Hghtmta.  Pemcate  7-2  Special  Aaauffl.  4-1  QiBon  Set  7-1 
Mataocd  Carae.  Steeple  Jack.  14-1  itayveL 


2.55  EBP  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Qualifier  E3.B41-  2m  21)  (11) 

1 1211  SUPREME  CHARM  14  (Ffl.S) «  Briey  511-10 

Mi  R  Wa*Jry  (5)  120 

2551  RAMOS  IB  (S)M  Pun  511-5  - -  .  A  Thornton  QM 

i  2-  BBtEHT-W-SWD  349  Dfia  H  KntgN  5-11-0  B  Fenton 

4  05P  CHARLE  BAMCER  30  K  Buie  511-0 . .  R  Greene 

5  OF-O  CONQUER  THE  KH.T  23  J  MaHns  6-11-0 - PHotay 

6  DERBY QLCHEEST  R  Frost  511-0  ... -  JFmti 

7  fP-2  NOT  R*  PMW0T  22  P  Hobbs  511-0  —  — GTotmey 
B  16  ORSWELLTHATO&WELL  22  (F)  P  Hottt  511-0 

MrH  WMger  (7)  - 

9  51  WKST0N  RUN  28  (Q  I  WtoraiB  511-0  ...  E  Husband  (3) 

10  058  GLEVUM  16  N  taolon-Davies  510-9  J  Goldstefn  f7)  100 

11  0  SAMMNTE  16  R  Buckler  510-9 . .  ...  Sophie  MBchd  (5)  - 

7-4  kens  2-1  Supreme  Charm,  51  Wtosttn  Bin.  1O-1  BmU-ln-ktod.  Not  For 
Pam.  151  Dtetetoatenel.  251  Gtevum.  351  ottos 


3.30  ALC  CONSERVATORY  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,176: 2m  20  (7) 


'vlSfe-F 


THUNDERER 

12.40  Supermick.  1.10  Seahawk  Retriever.  1.40 
Beryilium.  2.15  Ground  Nut  2.45  BramUehilt  Duke. 
3J20  Toskano.  3.50  Danny  Bell. 

GOING;  GOOD  (GOOD  TD  SOFT  [N  PLACES)  SIS 

7.30AM  INSPECTION  (FROST  FORECAST) _ 

12.40  PENC0ED  SELLING  HURDLE 

(?1 .600: 2m  II)  (9  funnels) 

1  SIFT  SUPEflWCK  IB  (BF.0T.S)M  Pipe 511-5  .  ...  C  Maude 

2  ATTAfiKH  67F  ItaAking 4-1512  . . V StaUary 

3  W  GUMER  B  SPECIAL  43  J  Nmlt  4-1512  ...  RJoliison 

4  -504  PHRD5E  9  (SI  C  Jorws  7-1512 .  t  SuBwn  (7) 

5  -465  SOLDIER  COVE  7T  0  fiuchell  7-1517  . D  J  Hurtful 

E  043F  WELSH  SHNNER  58  Mrs  I  MdOe  6-1512 _ W  Itastnn 

7  5360  MAAM  NECTAR  1 1  R  Brtftaion  4-157  . S  Curmi 

B  ai>4  MEADOW  DANCER  11  WssSMUm  5157 - BPDMl 

9  644)  ROC  ABE  23  G  taws.  6-157  .  .  .  Meter!  Bremen  (3) 

7-4  Srawmii*  51  Man  Nectar.  51  SoWier  Cwe.  7-1  Gunner  B  Sprout.  151 
Pnrora.  Welsh  Spmnc,  14-1  Motawr  Dancer.  151  oherc 

1  .1 0  SIDNEY  PHILLIPS  FOR  PUBS  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£3,035: 2m  31)  (5) 

1  P-23  JASON'S  BOY  2  (5FJF.G.S)  J  Bradley  7-11-10  .  R  Johnson 

2  33JU  SHERWOOO  BOY  4  (Ffl)  K  Safer  511-6  ..  P  Henfcy  |3) 
1  WS  SENSE  OF  VALUE  7  (F.S1  J  S»m*i  511-3  ..  MOMePhalfT) 

4  551  SEAHAWh  RETRIEVER  16  (CO/ J)  P  Nietofe  511-3 

MJ1bzaRl(5) 

5  5035  SANDS  PONT  22  (8)  C  ftptam  7-150  .  B  PawJ 

6-4  ShawM  Boy.  15-B  SeahM  fatoner.  5:Ja5ai-5Bw.25l  Sense  fflvatue. 
251  Sarah  Port 

1  .40  INNPLAN  INSURANCE  AMATEUR  RIDERS 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,514: 2m  11)  (14) 

1  525  SUtfY  SECURE  371  N  Chance  4-IM0  .  ..  S  Dirack  (5] 

2  5/F3  EMPBWH  BUCK  19(F)  DMdWtSOn  511-8  .  .  ft  Burton 

3  P311  GUTTERTO®  8  (C0.ftS)P  Evans  7-11-6  (7ex)  .  A  Evans 

4  Pill  DSTAN1  STORM  15  (BJQ.6J5)  B  Ueraripi  4-11-5 

J  L  Llewelyn  (S) 

5  2321  BERYILMI 11  (G)  M  Pipe  51 1-0  (7e»l  .  G  Btah  (5) 

6  0665  HTTSW  STREET  26  ELJwei  51511  .  IBss  S  Sarawrtt  0 

7  2244  MARG1  BOO  II  M  Shcnad  4-10-8 .  0  MePtai  (7) 

8  , Hit  EZZ1TS  BOY  17  SMette  510-6 . J  Reas  0 

9  4-PO  comedwup  1 1  j  Bodky  5151  ...  .  Miss  v  Roberts  0 

10  211/  LADY  ClARHA  55IP  (G)  S  BnHkstM  7-156  PCosfeft>(7) 

11  424-  THE  FENCE  SHRBKER  195  0  McCain  5150  ..  G  Late  0 

17  002-  BUSH  PERRY  354  T  Monoo  15156  .  E  Byrne  (7) 

13  F-40  POCOffO  IWIGHT  65  C  Jones  7-150  ..  IfesAOudey 


I 


K  PPOO  SWEETLY  dSPOSED  11  C  Jones  5150  ..  *fas  B  5mal  (7) 
52  Guttemige.  7-2  BerytTum,  4-1  Distant  Stem.  51  Eraperar  Buck.  51  Map 
Boo.  14-1  liar  Ctertna.  151  The  Fence  Srtta.  tosh  Pore.  251  often 


1P1-4  COLONEL  BLAZER  15  (CDT.ftSl  McsHhmgN  511-10 

UrAWMkfD 

2  F-33  Tiff  FLYPtG  DOCTOR  21  (BF.&5J  G  Baking  ’-‘1^  „ 

A  Bates  (5) 

3  A5P  NUSCM.  M0KARCH  17  ICO  J)  N  Krate  11-11-4  ATtaifen  ff 

4  -012  SADLERS  REALM  9  (BFA  f  Hobbs  511-4 . GTflmty  B 

S U1-3 AWTS MtfffWfl 21  SftFASl K 54® 51 M  IE 

5  05-2  WALTffi’S  DBtDft  j!  C  MStdtal  5150  Sophe  LBrfrf  (5)  1ft 

7  F-54  DTUT0 17 R Bate 5150  ..  . .  VSJaltoy 

M  Cotelri  BUS.  51  Sadler's  Rota  4-1  The  Flying  Doctor.  51  Atos  Mans 
7-1  Watts  s  Deadly.  12-1  Musical  Moracii  151  Dam 


TOO 

110 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


DCTBt  Tranos:  C  Ham.  6  «t«fs  tom  13  lumen.  46^L:  lies 
H  KnighL  34  (ran  113.  30.1%,  UPtpe,  76  ? 

Llewflyn.  3 from  14. 21 4V G EftWtfc. 9 bom f6 
Skim  133.  IflflS.  N  TmStevOwes.  8  trem  46. 17  4%.  JOCKm: 
P  Hoky  12  wears  torn  64  rates,  1885.,  J  Fart.  20  bom  142. 
141%  Ortyqiafifiets. 

HfflEHMft  loans:  r  Wept*  5  retmn  8«ni1  iraws.  «fl*. 
M  Pte.  38  to*r  113,  336%:  0  Mtholsnn.  10  (rare  35  28  6%.  N 
Ivriacmtartes.  X  bom  Ifll.  277%.  ?\ ! s,l?5L12i5  W'  £ 
Nrinfc. 9 tan 43. 20  9%. K Bafey.  ifi tatiM.  17»  ^P-c 
Maude.  6  wneB  Iran  Q  ndet  14.3%.  G  No&ai.  4  lorn  29. 118%. 
S  Curat  4  tom  Si  133%.  0  J  ftitfell.  5  him  44.  11 4%:  R 

Massey.  4  tan  35. 114%.  SWyim  5  tom  46. 109% _ 


Blinkered  first  time 

SANDOWN  PARK:  1  30  Denies  Cavafler  SOSFutrvamaCri 
EXETER  1 20  Up  The  Tempo.  HEREFORD:  2.15  Operetl 


Crest 

lo 


2.15  TOTE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(Qualifier  £3.464: 2m  3Q  (8) 

1  512  GROUND  IW 13  (D.F.S)  R  Budrier  7-11-5 .  B  Pawl 

2  P-PP  JEMAROIBWJerte  51512 -  -  Gary  Lycos 

3  D15  LORD  MCUURROUGH  206  (P.ftS)  J  NmJle  7-1512  RJctnson 

4  81-2  NEW  LEAF  19(SK*Garabttt5r5l? _ PMwn 

i  550  OPERETIO  15  (Bl  Ms  5  Nock  7-1512 _ WMarxtcn 

6  R2-  STAGE  FfUGHT  505  F  Mraptrr  51512  .  ...  MrSDurack(5) 

7  5U.5  BRDSWK ROSE  15(0.5) Ultaggendge 5157  CMattie 

B  P4-P  KN01NHG11  (St  P  Wathre  1515?  -  MfcsEJawsfT) 

4-5  Qnaid  Ml  7-2  Mew  Leal.  52  tart  McMunough.  151  EMdepark.  Rost.  251 
Stage  FrigU  25-1  Optreto.  33-1  KnoMig.  551  Jemaro 

2.45  WIDEMARSH  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,538: 2m  3f  110yd)  (16) 

1  1-11  LAREDO  13  (F,G£)  N  Chance  4-11-5  ..  .  to  S  Ourack  (5) 

2  D-60  AlTHHEY  PHOT  IS  B  Peacsd  510-12  -  .  CWfcbhp) 

3  50-  BELARUS  196  Ms  I  Mckie  5t5i2  .  .  _  W  Menton 

4  1-14  BRAM8LEHK1  DUKE  19  (BFJLS)  D  Nfchofcoa  S-1512 

R Johnson 

5  2222  CUL  DE  SAC  18  (BF1  S  Broolclt»  51512  .  .  .  .  S  Wynne 

6  3-05  DRAGON  KING  27  CEunretl  510-12  -  PHmleyp) 

7  005  JUSTJM  27V  T  Keddy  51512  .  .  -  Mcbael  Bmm  p 

8  PP-fl  KHG  PADDY 9  Mrs  5  Jnteson  51512  -  M0  McPbal  (7) 

9  0  LATCWORD  26  I  Wiltans  51512  .  -  .  C  Malta 

10  05P  UafTEMHGSTHL9DCao51512  - J  A  McCarthy 

11  523  MADY IB ff) R DWm 4-1513 . XAtqanfS) 

12  SUMUT  902F  li«  C  JrtnstY  6-151Z - GHo«(3) 

13  2-20  TONKA  15  D  Bandoito  51512  — .  —  PBren 

14  425  CALLHOOC  291  J  R  Hughes  7-157  .  R  Goart 

15  1-PD  DffitfAUA  10  (ST  F  JoiOn  6-157 _  D  Byrne 

16  004/  S0UTHWICK  PARK  E06  M  StagpNri  5157  .  B  Pored 

■52  BramMenfll  Duke.  51  Laredo.  4-1  Crt  ta  Sac.  7-1  lonla.  51  Mary.  151 
Doga  fag,  Suomi  EatadK.  251  otters. 

3.20  KINGS  CAPLE  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.957: 3m  IMIOyd)  (10) 

1  335  INDIAN  DEU6HT  273  M  Pipe  7-17-0  .  C  Maude 

Z  1.-21  TOSKANO  51  (D.Fi  D  IWIbio  5-11-13  —  INS  Ourack  (SI 

3  4M  LAUREjrSTREASLBf 30(F) Mrs 5 WtaB 6-11-9  WMenkn 

4  4-53  BALLYHIWARD 11  (Fl R  Bodto 7-11-8 .  -  BPoral 

5  W-  (NBI  THE  WREKH  275  Jfi  rtuhes  1511-2  6 Hogan  P) 

E  043-  B0URHEL  266  6)  C  Barnett  9-11-0 . P  Hatty  (31 

7  -423  5AMM0RBL0 13  (BF.F.S)  N  iBiston-Caxs  5151?  ...  T  Janie 
B  ftlV  WTTW FAN 731  NTrasBa-Oants 51511  ...  .  RJrtasan 

9  ,93-  MARKET 60SSP 364 (G)RAIne 7-154  .  .  ttJTezsilBl 
ID  405 i  BALLYGRHN  LAD  13181  Ucfioeem  510-0  Mehaf  Bnmai  (3J 

2-1  SamnutilD.  7-2  Toskano.  51  Batlmtaaid.  7-1  Won  DefcgK.  Lw*ni 
Treasure  i5i  Borenef  151  Marls  Gosip.  2D-1  odes 


3.50  SHEPHERDS  MEADOW  STANDARD  OPEN 
NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1 .030: 2m  11)  (1 7) 


BRMIN  MELODY  Ifes  C  Jdreey  511-4 

CABBIE  Mrs  L  Taylor  5TI-4 . . 

CAPTAW  MORRIS  9  P  Wagmni  6-11-4 
OAHIff  BEIL  JftSfia  511-4. . . 


....  L  Curantns  15) 
.  R  Guest 

. . .  swym 

MJchaol  Brennan  (3) 


FLORES  Mrs  JFwnan  511-4 -  6  Hogan  I 


6 

affl SUNT P R  Wtatef  S-n -4  . . . 

.  RBtany 

7 

XAD0U  NONAXTAS  0  Stannoi)  4-1 1-4 

_  JAHcCatoy 

8 

LORD  MAX  MR  S  ItaanBofl  5-11-4 

_  M  S  Duadf  (5) 

9 

MY  StCRET  fas  IMtt*  6-11-4 - 

.  WMartin 

10 

NUNS  BESTFfltSOJBnttty  Mi-4  .. 

BPdmi 

11 

00  SAFE  TO  AESUW  6  R  Baangtan  511-4  . 

Ritawypi 

12 

TM  FRENCH  P  tertsy  (ke)  5-11-4  .  ..  . 

PHotay  (3) 

13 

U-D  THLEY  GALE  30  J  Smsti  51 1*4  .  .  . 

MOMcftnliT) 

14 

TRAVELLING  MAN  Mk  C  Jrtnuy  5.11-4 

.  .  PNhren 

IS 

MJU£t  LASS  tbi  J  Pterac  4-1513 

RJMS01 

is 

0-  POU.YS  SISTER  304  CBartl  51513 . 

.  .  SCOT® 

17 

DO-  TA-RArAH1  281  H  Psacocl  51513 

CWBMM5) 

52  Kariou  fanatte.  1-2  Ancfcy  lata.  7-1  Gkn  Gram.  151  Rons.  12-1  CAM. 
Dam  Bed  My  SeaoL  151  taws. 


HOCKEY 

England 
hopefuls 
seek  to 
impress 

By  Sydney  Friskjn 

BARRY  DANCER,  the  new 
England  coach,  and  his  team 
of  observers  will  watch  a 
double  bill  of  premier  division 
matches  tomorrow  and  on 
Sunday.  The  purpose  is  to  add 
a  few  more  names  ro  the  list  of 
26  chosen  for  a  four-day 
training  camp  at  Lilleshall. 
starting  on  Monday. 

Apart  from  the  prospect  of 
selection  for  the  World  Cup. 
there  is  the  added  incentive  for 
the  players  of  settling  old 
scores,  as  in  the  case  of 
Teddington.  who  entertain 
Southgate  in  the  return  march 
on  Sunday.  Southgate  won  the 
first  meeting  7-2  and  also 
defeated  Teddington  -H  in  the 
fourth  round  of  the  ERA  Cup. 

Both  teams  will  be  at  full 
strength  with  Teddington  be¬ 
lieving  they  have  turned  the 
comer  and'  Southgate  admit¬ 
ting  that  the  opposition  will  be 
a  hard  nut  10  crack. 

Ian  Hughes- Rowlands  has 
recovered  from  illness,  and 
will  be  back  for  Cannock,  who 
lead  the  table,  one  point  ahead 
of  Southgate  and  East 
Grinslead. 

Cannock  are  at  home  to¬ 
morrow  to  Barford  Tigers, 
whom  they  defeated  4-1  earlier 
this  season.  On  Sunday,  they 
visit  Doncaster  who  have  put 
behind  them  the  memory  of 
their  S-l  defeat  by  Cannock 
and  are  playing  with  renewed 
confidence,  having  reached 
the  quarter-finals  of  the  EHA 
Cup. 

Alan  Stoves,  the  Doncaster 
player-coach,  said  yesterday 
that  his  team  had  learnt 
valuable  lessons,  and  would 
be  ready  for  Cannock’s  sharp¬ 
shooters.  "On  paper,  everyone 
would  expect  them  to  beat  as. 
but  they  lost  6-1  to  Canterbury, 
and  we  lost  4-3,"  he  said. 

Canterbury,  who  are  not 
short  of  sharpshooters  them¬ 
selves.  will  be  the  team  to 
watch  this  weekend  as  they 
attempt  to  elevate  themselves 
from  fourth  position  with 
matches  against  Old  Lough- 
tonians  and  Guildford.  Both 
matches  are  away  from  home. 

Five  enjoy 
famous 
adventure 

By  Cathy  Harris 

THE  five  England  players 
who  refused  to  leave  Leicester 
when  they  were  relegated 
from  the  premier  division  last 
season,  have  played  a  leading 
role  in  maintaining  the  club's 
unbeaten  record  at  the  top  of 
the  first  division.  Victory  over 
Wimbledon  tomorrow  would 
enable  them  to  move  in  to  the 
winter  break  exactly  where 
they  planned  to  be. 

The  decision  by  the  Olympi¬ 
an  Jo  Mould,  Sarah  Blanks, 
Purdy  Miller  and  the  teen¬ 
agers,  Carol  Voss  and  Kirsty 
Bowden,  was  heavily  criti¬ 
cised.  Doubts  were  expressed 
about  their  ability  to  compete 
at  the  top  level  without  playing 
against  England's  best  ani 
with  the  World  Cup  just  over 
five  months  away,  there  was 
concern  abour  whether  they 
could  adjusr  to  take  on  the 
world's  elite. 

Yet  the  bold  move  by  young 
players  appears  to  have  been 
vindicated.  Maggie  Souyave. 
the  England  coach,  said:  "I'm 
happy  with  the  derision  this 
year,"  before  adding."if  you 
take  five  players  out  of  a  club  it 
can  destroy  it.  But  if  they  don’t 
earn  promotion,  players  who 
aspire  to  international  hockey 
will  have  10  think  very  careful¬ 
ly  about  their  future." 

Bowden,  19.  is  one  of  the 
brighest  young  talents  in  ihe 
game  and  the  midfield  player 
is  certain  to  be  included  in  the 
World  Cup  squad.  A  law 
student  ar  Birmingham  Univ¬ 
ersity,  she  believes  the  club 
did  not  deserve  10  be  relegated . 
“We  didn’t  perform  to  our 
potential  and  got  in  to  a  losing 
trend.”  she  said.  "We  all 
wanted  to  stay  and  get  the  side 
back  up  and  we’ve  all  taken  on 
more  responsibility." 

Three  points  dear  of  their 
nearest  rivals.  Canterbury,  the 
club  have  their  sights  set  on  an 
immediate  return,  according 
to  Kevin  Blanks,  their  manag¬ 
er.  "We  may  have  five  interna¬ 
tionals  but  the  whole  squad 
has  achieved  our  results.  Ray¬ 
ing  Wimbledon  won’t  be  easy 
because  they  are  battlers  but 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
we  aimed  to  win  every  game. 
We're  on  course." 
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«  TIMES 


WORLD  CUP  98 


WHO  PLAYS  WHOM 


THE  TEAMS  AND  THE  VENUES 

TEAMS 

The  1598  Worto  Cop  wrH  ne  —  -  b.-£S'-«  •'-*  -2 

leans  competing  in  54-  mstchts-  cJr '-/?►-  Pr,-“  -  • 
25  p( actfs  MpfCJod+ng  France.  the  'rc-sTa.,- 
Scuta  Arn-trrca  five  '*nckid;ng  £f2ZT!  ;=■*£  t--  = 

Asis  TiVj i".  end  three  from  north  ane  centres  A  rr.ts 

VTHUES  AKO  OATES 

TM  first  asii  is  Uicted  oo  June  10,  s  - •"  --- 

teurne  v/itt  p'rSy  all  tl'.eir  group  nrotche=  ia  . 

stadiums.  There  are  ten  in  afl:  tw;u  ;r.  Pens  srs  '-'e 
<n  Bordeaux  i_,--ps  Lycos.  Marseilles.  Mortis.:-;- 
:S antes.  St  Etienne  and  Toulouse.  Toe  T=ra.  .v  '.e 
ei  the  Srece  de  France  to  Pans  on  Jur.  12. 


9pm 

Winner  of  group  A 


*-  t  ■  4 


SEMI-FINALS 


j  QUARTER-FTKALS 


I  meft» 


RNAL  SIXTEEN 

|  29:  TcafcM&*  J  f 


Runner-up  of  grape 


9pm 

Winner  of  group  E 


Runner  -up  of  group  F 


■  30:  St  £3!*«* 


9pm 

Winner  of  group  H 


Runner-up  of  group  G 


WHERE  AND  WHEN 


£© 


i 


HOW  THE  TEAMS  PROGRESS 


i:Patc  oajCPrloqes 


SPCLP  STAC- - 


-s:st=  SYSTEV 


IT  l‘AS 


SEMI-FINALS 


QUARTER-FINALS 


mA-j  a:  St  C-aoJi-iPjrH, 


LAST  SIXTEEN 


I  .-*o-  27;  Vw'sM*  f  f" 


430pm 

Winner  of  group  B 


Runner-up  of  group  A 


lane  2S 


~ — i  r 


1  )  ^ 


430pn> 
Winner  of  group  C 


Runner-up  of  &otg>D 


430pm 

Winner  of  group  F 


4.30ptr 

Winner  of  group  G 


GROUP  A 


SCCTlASD 


vc=occo 


missed  a 
World  Cup 
Anal.  The 


June  10: 

Jwwl& 

lime  23: 

530pm  Saint-Denis  (Paris) 

9pm  Nantes 

9pm  Marseilles 

Brazil  v  Scotland 

Brazil  v  Morocco 

Brazil  v  Norway 

9pm  Montpellier 

5.30pm  Bordeaux 

9pm  Saint-Etienne 

Morocco  v  Norway 

Scotland  v  Norway 

Scotland  v  Morocco 

GROUP E 


OUnhkaiy 
to  equal  • 
their  semi¬ 
final  place 

m  1386. 

Good  indivkiuats  but 
unconvincing  as  a 
team.  Odds  80-1  ' 


Jose  13: 

9pm  Swm-Oenis 

J— 20:  - 
9pm  Marsaffies 

Jaaa2& 

4pm  Saint-Etienne 

Holland  v  Bei^um 

Holland  v  Sooth  Korea 

Holland  v  Mexico 

530pm  Lyons  ' 

230pm  Bordeaux 

4pm  Rare  des  Princes 

South  Korea  v  Mexico 

Belgium  v  Mexico  ■ 

-  Belgium  v  South  Kore 

GabepB  ••*• 

fTAxy 


13  tunes  m 
die  finals 

oCO  and  usually 
=-=,  one  of  the 
■ —  favourites, 
but  recent  games 
have  been  far  from 
convincaig.  Odds:  S-l 


@  First  tone 
in  finals  for 
16  years. 
Excellent 
forwards 
but  a  defence  that 
tends  to  teak  goals. 
Odds:  80-1 


CA 


SofeJ  and 
ratable  - 


unproved  from  team 
that  tailed  to  reach 
Euro  96.  Odds:  80-1 


June  11: 

Jane  17* 

June  23; 

530pm  Bordeaux 

9pm  Montpellier 

4pm  Saint-Denis  (Paris) 

Italy  v  Chile 

Italy  v  Cameroon 

Italy  v  Austria 

9pm  Toid  ouse 

5.30pm  Samt-EUenne 

4pm  Nantes 

Cameroon  v  Austria 

Chile  v  Austria 

ChOe  v  Cameroon 

GROUP F 


showed  off 

their  fine 


hut  enprcwngaS  the 
time  and  could  cause 
shocks.  Odds:  331 


Janette 

9pm  Pare  das  Fnnoes 

Germany  v  USA 

.bme  34:  230pm  Saint-Etienne 
Yugoslavia  v  Iran 


SOL: 

330pm  Lens 
Germany  eYngwImrin 
9pm  Lyons 
USAvtmn 


9pm  MontpeUier 
Germany  v  tom 
9pm  Nantes 
USA  v  Yugoslavia 


icSKWPC* 

FHAKC£  SOCTH  AFRICA 


SALDtA-USil 


.  «=c_  Have  never 
Jfc-"  reached 
wZp;  the  final 

j~S;  but  res* 

y^’  they  mrghL 
Potential  Is  there  but 
will  they  perform  at 
their  best?  Odds:  31 


.  First  time 
sg  in  finals 
a?  and  with  a 

core  of 

“  "  seasoned, 
if  ageing,  players. 
Have  run  top  teams 
close.  Odds:  150-1 


XSJXZAV 


Jane  12: 

9pm  Marseilles 
France  v  South  Africa 
5.30pm  Lens 
Saudi  Arabia  v  Denmark 


Jane  IS: 

9pm  Saint-Denis  {Pans! 
France  v  Saudi  Arabia 
4pm  Toulouse 
South  Africa  v  Denmark 


24s 

4pm  Lyons 
France  v  Denmark 
4pm  Bordeaux 
South  Africa  v  Saudi  Arabia 


GROUP G 

SCXAS-A 


Have  never 
gone  past 
the  second 
round.  As 
usual  they 


can  they  work  as  a 
team?  Odds:  33-1 


g|J 

Not  a  top 
seed  but 
one  of  the 
tup  five  or 

six  and 

quabfior*. 

nawwe*- 

organlHd; 


urna.  Young  players 
matuBtg.  Odds:  7-1 


Jana  IS: 

Jane  22: 

'  J*M2&  . 

530pm  Lyons 

3pm  Toulouse 

9pm  SaW-Dents 

Romania  v  Colombia 

Romania  v  England 

•  Romania  vTbnWa 

230pm  Marseilles 

530pm  Montpe&er 

9pm  Lens 

England  v  Tunisia 

Colombia  vTtmfaia 

-■  Cokrmbta  vEngond 

S PiyiH 


WGEPJA 


j-y.  Unbeaten 

Ofrnr  *’°rthre<! 

'ATE*  3633005 
nowand 

ranked 
third  in  the  world. 
Serious  contenders, 
flew  flaws.  Odds:  12-1 


23JLGAR1- 


®Many  of 
the  same 
team  asm 
the  1994 
finals.  But 
their  outstanding 
players  may  not  test 
the  pace.  Odds:  40-1 


Jane  13: 

Jneett: 

7.30pm  Nantes 

9pm  Saint-Etienne 

9pm  Lens 

Spain  v  Nigeria 

Spain  v  Paraguay 

Jaw  12: 2.30pm  Montpellier 

530pm  Rare  des  Princes 

Paraguay  v  Bulgaria 

Nigeria  v  Bulgaria 

Nigeria  v  Para©my 

GROUP  H 


»  Winners 
twice,  and 
immensely 
talented, 
but  the 

parts  may  not  be  as 
greet  as  the  whole. 
Odds:  14-1 


Hosts  Of 
the 2002 
World  Cup, 
squeezed 


:WiiJri3SBI 


Jane  14: 

530pm  Toutouee 

Joe*  21: 

9pm  Parc  des  Princes 

JaaeZBe 

4pm  Bordeaux 

Argentina  v Japan  . 

ArgmOna  v  Jamaica 

Argentina  a  Croatia  . 

9pm  Lens 

Jm 20:  530pm  Nantes 

4pm  Lyons 

JamMca  v  Croatia 

Japan  v  Croatia 

Japan  v  Jamaica 

oviaroMss- 


:*5r. 


ST-OENIS:  STADE  DC  FRANCE 

France's  new  national  stadium  is  on  the  road  between 
the  centre  of  Pads  and  Charles  de  Gaulle  Airport. 
Built  for  the  World  Cup.  both  the  opening  ceremony 
and  final  will  take  place  here. 


..  .  r-  .4  - .  ■ 
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WORLD  CUP  98 


^  *5* 


*•* 


*«*55w**> 


-_._-^  r'.  . 
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hard  draw 


IT  IS  an  uncom¬ 
mon  wind  that 
blows  nobody  any 
iff-  The  mistral 
that  had  gusted 
through  Mar¬ 
seilles  relented  for 
the  World  Cup 
draw  and  yet  left 
its  mark  on  the 
scattered  seeds. 

Those  who  will  be 
pleased  must 
include  Argentina 
and  Italy,  two 
giants  of"  World 
Cup  history'  who 
have  the  closest 
thing  to  what  can  Phief 

be  described  as  °nieT 

easy  groups  in  W 

which  to  play. 

Germany,  the  " 
perennials  of  European  representa¬ 
tion,  may  not  be  ecstatic  at  facing  a 
resurgent  Yugoslav  nation,-  but 
they  should  dispose  of  the  United 
States  and  Iran. 

Yes.  America  versus  the  country 
that,  politically,  nobody  thought  it 
was  ready  to  play.  But  politics 
aside  for  the  moment  if  the  hosts 
France  have  also  a  comparatively 
gentle  opening  group,  and  Holland 
see  nothing  to  fear  . . .  where  lies 
the  vaunted  “Group  of  Death”  that 
everyone  wanted  to  sidestep? 

It  is.  appropriately,  group  D  — 
Spain.  Nigoja.  Paraguay  and  Bul¬ 
garia.  For  two  to  fall  from  that 
quartet  is  indeed  a  test  of  nerve  and 
courage  and  Spain,  which  has  built 
up  a  promising  and  resolute  squad, 
must  now  face  the  music  Bulgaria 
are  always  underestimated,  always 
wily  and  ready  to  damage  some- 
bod)-  Hristo  Stoichkov,  who  keeps 
retiring  and  changing  his  mind. 


ROB  HUGHES 


Chief  Sports 
Writer 


from  David 
Trezeguet  in 
Europe  this  sea¬ 
son  and  France 
will  test  him  out  in 
good  time  for  the 
tournament 
With  or  without 
him,  '  France 
should  prevail 
against  the  deter- 
.  mined,  but  physi- 
‘  cal.  South 
Africans,  a  Den¬ 
mark  team  that  is 
not  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunist  calibre  of 
the  1992  European 
JnortS  champions,  and 

y  Saudi  Arabia, 

ter  who  can  be  neat 

and  technically 
'  proficient 

And  if  Scotland  only  have  to  take 
on  Brazil  in  the  opening-game;  if 
England  register  quiet  satisfaction 
at  the  task  of-  smothering  the 
Colombian  octopus,  Faustino 
Asprilla.  where  in  the  world  is 
there  reason  to  enter  a  sporting 
contest  with  anything  other  than 
combative  relish? 

Be  thankful  that  the  English 
supporters,  understandably  fearful 
of  being  fenced  in  after  the  % 
deaths  against  the  railings  of 
Hillsborough  eightyears  ago,  have 
avoided,  at  least  in  round  one,  the 
two  grounds  (St  Etienne  and 
Nantes)  which  still  have  those 
cages.  Be  thankful  too.  that  there  is 
no  political  influence,  as  indubita¬ 
bly  there  is  faring  the  American 
goalkeeper,  Kasey  Keller.  He 
gulped  when  his  country  drew 
Germany  for  starters.  “Just  what 
you  want."  he  observed  ironically, 
“the  perennial  powerhouse  of 


will  probably  lead  his  country  with  World  Gup  soccer.  Still,  it’s  in 

malice  aforethought  in  terms  of  -  Paris,  that  should  be  nice." 


damaging  Spain,  the  txfghtiy 
where,  occasionally,  he  plays  for 
Barcelona.  The  Paraguayans,  with¬ 
out  an  outstandmg  striker  but 
cunning!)'  organised  by  a  Brazilian 
coach,  will  be  nobody's  fools. 

And  Nigeria?  Once  they  find  a 
coach,  and  if  their  interfering 
government  gives  them  rime  and 
opportunity  to  prepare,  who  says 
that  this  African  nation  of  almost 
KX)  million  people  will  not  reveal 
the  force,  the  pace,  ; 

the  extraordinary 
skills  that  won  the  .  ‘Thru 
1996  Olympic  title? 

How  thrilling  it  '  look 
was  to  see  Nwanko 
Kanu,  the  young  C3S 

captain  of  that 
Olympic  side,  in  the  liaV6  I 
Srade  Velodrome 
fast  night.  The  chill  p 

wind  rugged  at  his  .  .  - 

neck,  he  looked  cdd 
but  he  wore  the  smile  of  a  man 
who  has  come  back  after  undergo¬ 
ing  surgery  for  a  heart  complaint 
that  doctors  initially  said  would 
mean  a  sedentary  life. 

Those  who  took  for  the  easy  life 
have  no  place  in  what  is  coming  at 
the  biggest  World  Cup,  the  most 
gargantuan  exposure  of  64  games 
in  France  next  June  and  July. 

If  Knnu  is  hoping  to  return  then 
France,  its  opportunity  opening 
like  a  rose,  may  have  found,  in  a 
place  nor  too  far  horn  the  draw 
ceremony,  the  striker  it  nods  to 
convert  the  midfield  creation  of 
Zinadine  Zidane  and  company.  He 
is  just  20.  not  rated  in  Paris  where 
he  had  trials  with  Paris  St  Ger¬ 
main.  but  given  his  opportunity  at 
Monaco,  the  goals  have  flowed 


Those  who 
look  for  the 
easy  life 
have  no  place 
in  France’ 


Waving  the  flag:  the  World  Cup.  draw  ceremony  gets  under  way  in  Marseilles  yesterday 

Overblown  ceremony  both 
tacky  and  unnecessary 


Keller  to6k*  second  deep  breath 
when  Iran  became  an  opponent. 
“Interesting  political  line-up.”  he 
said  laconical]}'.  There  had  been, 
leading  up  to  the  last  World  Cup  in 
America,  all'  manner  of  political 
threats  to  exdude  Iran,  had  they 
qualified.  However,  after  Iran  be¬ 
came  rite  32nd  and  last  finalist  on 
Sunday,  an  American  used  the 
Internet  to  con  gram  late  an  Iranian 
acquaintance.  “Nice  to  see  Iran 
'  bade  in  the  World 

Cup,"  Tie  ;  typed. 

.  -yyJjQ  “after  the  tragedy  of 

Khomeini’s  crazy 
>r  the  anti-sport  policies.'' 

Bade  came  the 
life  message  online:  “We 

.  are  delighted  the  rest 
)  place  A*  worid  cares. 

^  For  the  first  time  in 

Un.Ce’  20  years*  Iranians 

smiled.  They  rushed 
■.  to  the  streets  and 

danced.  They  forced  Revolutionary 
Guards  to  dance,  with  them  —  a 
taboo  in  the  radical  sector.  The 
leader  of  the  revolution  has  not 
published  his  congratulation  mess¬ 
age  bur  President  Khatami  and  ex¬ 
president  Rafsanjani  were  first  to 
congratulate  the  players." 

After  more  astonishing  and  re¬ 
vealing  insights  the  e-mail  conclud¬ 
ed:  “Wait  and  see  Iranian  lions  in 
the  France  World  Cup.  They  will 
show  the  world.  They  will  change 
the  perverted  image.  France,  we- 
are  coming  to  change  the  pages  of 
history." 

Just  one  of  the  nations  coming  in 
a  multitude  of  languages,  of  hope 
of  declarations  that  the  World  Cup 
is  for  everyone,  and  no  match  is  a 
foregone  conclusion. 


1-t  wa$  the  morning  of  the  fag- 
paper  that  was  a  day  too  far. 
The  lead  picture  on  The  Times 
sports  pages  was  a  fat  old  man 
wearing  a  suit.  He  was  holding  up 
a  fag-paper.  On  the  fag-paper  was 
the  laconic,  brutally  enigmatic 
message:  “Brazil". 

World  Cups  are  good,  at  least, 
the>f  are  if  you  like  football.  And  if 
you  hold  a  World  Cup,  you  obvi¬ 
ously  have  to  deride  who  plays 
whom,  where  they  do  so,  and  when. 
So  some  kind  of  draw  is  necessary. 
I  am  prepared  to  go  that  far  down 
the  road  with  the  fag-paper  carriers 
of  this  world. 

But  how  long  does  it  take  to  draw 
32  names  from  a  hat?  Those  of  us 
who  used  to  listen  to  FA  Cup  draws 
at  Monday  lunch-rime,  in  the  days 
when  football  did  not  drop  its 
knickers  every  time  a  television 
camera  was  sighted  on  the  horizon, 
know  perfectly  weU  that  it  takes 
about  five  minutes. 

Within  that  modest  time-span,  a 
performance  of  dignity,  and  one 
not  without  mystery,  can  be 
organised.  So  how  long  has  it  taken 
Fife  and  the  French  organisers  to 
draw  32  names?  About  a  week. 

Big  story  of  the  first  day.  will 
England  be  seeded?  Big  story  of  the 
second  day:  England  are  not  seed¬ 
ed.  Disaster! 

This  really  matters.  It  is  really 
serious.  And  perhaps  if  so-and-so 
fail  to  win  their  group  on  goal 
difference,  that  -could  mean  that 
England  have  to  play  them  as  early 
as  tiie  round  of  16!  That’s  if  they  get 
that  far!  How  perfectly  frightful 
that  would  be! 

We  are  deep  into  E mperor’s-new 
-clothes  territory  here.  Because  it  is 


Simon  Barnes  bemoans 
the  fuss  and  hype  •• 
surrounding  what  ought 
to  be  a  simple  exercise 


interesting  to  know  who  is  going  to 
play  whom,  but  it  doesn’t  matter.  A 
tough  draw  is  often  an  advantage. 
You  win  World  Cups  by  getting  on 
a  roIL  not  by  having  an  easy  draw. 
Something  happens  to  a  ream 
round  about  the  third  group  game 
and  the  first  knockout  game.  Sud¬ 
denly  they  are  rocket- fueL 

That  is  more  likely  to  be  the 
result  of  winning  tough,  and  win¬ 
ning  ugly,  than  of  swallowing  a 
Concacaf  minnow.  England's  in¬ 
triguing  draw  could  be  disaster  — 
too  hard,  too  soft,  or  just  right 

As  for  Scotland,  they  invariably 
play  better  against  Brazil  than 
against  Costa  Rica.  It  is  not  the 
draw  that  matters:  but  how  you 
play  football.  More  precisely,  how 
a  team  grows  in  the  course  of  the 
tournament. 

But  football,  like  all  sport,  is 
suffused  with  its  own  self-impor¬ 
tance.  When  the  World  Cup  starts, 
football  will  seriously  believe  that  it 
is  the  most  important  thing  on  the 
planet.  So  now  the  draw  is  being 
held:  and  they  try  to  tell  us  that  is 
the  most  important  thing  on  the 
planet 

Sport  and  its  media  coverage  is 
increasingly  full  uf  Not  Sport. 
Cheats,  money,  politics,  attempts  to 
buy  governments,  that  sort  of 
thing.  There  is  no  help  for  ir  as 
sport  grows  daily,  almost  hourly. 


richer  and  .more  powerful.  But  for 
some  bizarre  reason,  the  world  has 
been  conned  into  an  increasing  love 
of  Not  Sport.  The  hottest  ticket  at 
the  last  Olympic  Games  was  not 
the  men’s  100  metres  final  but  the 
opening  ceremony.  Never  mind 
something  sublime  and  unique:  l 
want  something  tacky  and  samey. 
please. 

The  World  Cup  draw  has  become 
the  opening  ceremony's  opening 
ceremony:  a  tacky  unnecessary 
prelude  to  a  rack}*  unnecessary- 
prelude.  Not  Sport  has  been  taken 
a  stage  further.  Pele  received  his 
quadrennial  snub.  And  3&.000 
people  turned  up  to  watch  it  all. 
Were  they  mad? 

The  final  hour  of  the  draw  itself 
was  perfectly  conceived  as  the 
world’s  most  uruivering  piece  of 
television. 

It  was  interminable.  What  is 
more,  gratuitously  interminable. 
Spinning  out  a  mildly  interesting 
five  minutes  into  a  full  hour  does 
not  give  you  a  mildly  interesting 
hour.  It  makes  you  fed  up  with  the 
whole  thing  before  it  starts. 

There  is  truth  and  beaut}’  to  be 
found  in  sport:  but  it  can 
only  be  found  in  action.  And 
that  is  harder  and  harder  to  find  in 
the  fioodwaters  of  Not  Sport.  Even 
television  prefers  action  replay  to 
action. 

Sport  mislays  its  pith  and  mo¬ 
ment.  and  loses  the  name  of  action. 
This  week  has  brought  us 
footballing  megalomania  ad  absur- 
dum.  Moral:  any  footballing  occa¬ 
sion  that  snubs  Pele  is  not  worth  an 
intelligent  person's  time.  Certainly 
not  a  foil  week  of  it. 


Global  affair  has 
become 

blown  out  of  all 
proportion 


THERE  was. 
alas,  no  Robin 
Williams  to  punc¬ 
ture  the  pompos- 
itv  of  the  World 
Cup  draw’  in  Mar-  dgflT 
seiltes  last  night. 

Four  years  ago. 

Fifa,  in  its  star-  _ 

struck  folly,  dead-  fsSH  ^ 
ed  to  hold  die  kAib 
draw  in  Las  Ve-  ®  J-.'. 
gas,  deluded  per-  i-V 

haps  by  the  city’s  Jrk.  -’ 
claim  to  be  "the  a-  ' 
entertainment 

capita!  of  -j&w 

America". 

Unlike  New  Qn  +hp  h 
York.  whose  °n  ine  n 
claims  for  such  a  grandiOS 
title  were  surely 
stronger.  Las  “ 

Vegas  had  no  tradition  or  connec¬ 
tion  with  football.  The  occasion 
was  marred  from  the  start  by  the 
spiteful  decision  of  Fifa’s  ineffable 
president  Joao  Havelange.  to  ex¬ 
clude  Pele  from  the  dias.  because 
he  had  been  suing  Havelange's 
son-in-law,  Ricardo  Texeira.  the 
President  of  the  Brazilian  Football 
Federation.  Pele,  in  his  habitual 
white  suit,  entered  the  hall  just  the 
same. 

Various  noisy  singers  per¬ 
formed.  then  Williams  skipped  up 
to  help  with  the  draw.  "Wonderful 
to  meet  you."  he  greeted  the 
bemused  fifa  secretary,  Sepp  Blat¬ 
ter.  “after  feeling  you  all  these 
years."  He  then  put  his  hand  in  the 
drum  and  an  noun  red:  “Ah  panty¬ 
hose!"  Next  day.  an  American 
journalist  wTore  thaT  Blaner’s  ideal 
future  was  quire  clearly  as  a 
straight  man. 

These  grandiose  presentations 
do  seem  to  have  their  elements  of 
farce.  When  the  ceremony  took 
place  in  Rome,  in  1989.  the  presid¬ 
ing  show-business  lady  seemed  to 
have  little  awareness  of  what  she 
was  doing.  Bur  then,  over  the  years, 
the  World  Cup  has  hecume  an 
increasingly  grandiose,  not  to  say 
over-populated,  event. 

How  different  things  were  when 
the  tournament  began  in  1930, 
when  Uruguay,  winners  of  the 
previous  two  Olympic  tourna¬ 
ments.  were  the  hosts.  It  took  three 
weeks  to  sail  from  Europe  to 
Montevideo,  and  countries  such  as 
Italy.  Hungary.  Austria.  Spain  and 
Germany  could  not  be  bothered  to 
enter.  The  British  countries,  who 
were  not  then  members  of  Fifa. 
were  ineligible.  France,  after  initial 
vacillation,  agreed  to  go  since  the 
whole  idea  of  the  competition  had 
been  theirs  and.  indeed,  the  trophy 
was  named  after  their  recently- 
elected  Football  Association  presi¬ 
dent,  Jules  RimeL 

Romania  also  agreed,  but  to  get 
the  players  released  King  Carol 
had  personally  to  go  round  the  big 


BRIAN  GLANVILLE 


on  the  history  of  a 
grandiose  tradition 


oil  companies 
where  most  of 
m  them  were  em-1 

T'^GK|  ployed  to  inter- 

^S|  cede  for  them. 

Uruguay,  who' 
ffU  won  the  Cup.  paid 

every  team’s  ex- 
.  penses  and  si  ill 

r  WgW  made  a  good 

profit. 

v  When  Italy  pm 

ktfs  on  !^e  tour- ■ 

nament,  Uruguay 
•  V?.  sullenly  refused  to 

wrr~~ come  and  Argenti- ; 
__  na  sent  a  weak¬ 

ened  squad. - 
itory  Of  a  fearful  that  the . 

Italian  clubs 
tradition  would  steal  more 

__ __ of  their  players  on 
the  dubious 
grounds  of  double  nationality.  In 
the  event,  no  fewer  titan  three 
Argentinians  played  in  the  Iialv  i 
team  that  won  the  final. 

In  1938.  the  Civil  War  ruled 
Spain  out  of  the  tournament  in- 
France  and  the  Anschluss  ruled  out ! 
Austria,  whose  players  were  incor¬ 
porated  into  a  Greater  German 
team.  England  were  asked  to  make 
up  the  numbers,  though  still  not  a 
member,  of  fifa.  but  the  Football 
Association  refused. 

It  is  asronishing  to  reflect  that! 
only  13  of  the  invited  16  teams " 
competed  in  Brazil  in  1950.  Argenti- : 
na.  traditionally  at  odds  with  • 
Brazilian  football,  refused  to  at-  : 
tend,  as  did  Czechoslovakia. 
France  withdrew  in  protest  at  the 
colossal  distances  they  would  have  • 
to  travel.  Austria  said  that  their 
team  was  too  young.  In  the  event. 
Uruguay,  the  eventual  winners, 
played  only  one  game  in  their 
eliminating  pool  against  Bolivia, 
which  they  won  S-0. 

Fifa  had  decreed  that  the  British 
international  championship' 
should  act  as  une  of  the  qualifying 
groups,  the  top  two  teams  being' 
admitted  to  the  tournament.  Scot¬ 
land.  in  a  sublime  burst  of  hubris, 
announced  that  the}’  would  go  only 
if  they  won  the  "championship. 
They  did  non  England  beat  them  l- 
0  at  Hampden  Park  in  the  decisive 
match.  Billy  Wright,  the  England 
captain,  pleaded  with  George 
Young,  his  opposite  number,  to 
persuade  the  Scotland  officials  to 
change  their  minds,  but  they  were 
obdurate. 

The  1954  tournament  in  Switzer¬ 
land  had  a  full  complement  of 
teams  and.  bizarrely.West 
Germany  beat  Hungary  3-2  in  the . 
final,  despite  losing  to  them  8-3  in 
their  first  game. 

The  election  of  Havelange  to  the 
fifa  presidency  in  1974  bed  to  the 
bloating  of  the  competition  to  24 
teams  3nd  next  year,  in  France,  to 
32  And  the  World  Cup  draw  has 
been  blamed  accordingly. 


Ronaldo,  who  scored  twice  for  the  Rest  of  the  World  team  in 
their  5-2  victory  over  Europe,  evades  a  lunging  tackle  yesterday 


Beckham  French  polish  for  football’s  biggest  feast  Ro"al^° 


approves 
of  new  ball 

DAVID  BECKHAM,  the  Eng¬ 
land  midfidd  player,  is  looking 
forward  to  passing  and  shoot- 
ins  with  the  Tricofore  ball  to  be 
used  in  France  next  summer 
-ij  i«  faster  and  sharper. 
Beckham  said,  “and  I  think 
that  in  World  Cup  9S  if  is  going 
to  be  harder  for  goalkeepert  to 
make  saves  with  this  balL 
Adidas  aims  to  sell  three 
million  of  OK  tells.  which  is 
dewrared  with  UK  wi. 
and  Woe  colours  of  the  French 
flue  and  other  natiwral  sym- 
hois  such  as  the  rooster.  to 
France  mascot.  TGV. 

French  high-speed  Crum-  There 
jrr  32  panels  on  the  one 

£ L-  each  of  the  competing 
teams  —  and  its  ^rntitetic 
construction  is  claimed^  ^vc 
a  more  % 

greater  accuracy  and  sp«d  ot 

Right. 


By  John  Goodbody  . 

FOR  France,  the  World  Cup  party 
is  ready  to  begin,  with  work 
'completed  on  the  new  80,000-seat 
stadium  in  Paris,  the  French  are 
well  ahead  with  their  preparations 
for  the  sixteenth  World  Cup  finals 
next  summer.  Unlike  so  many 
international  sports  events  of  re¬ 
cent  years.  there  are  no  evident 
’  problems  in  the  financing  or  build¬ 
ing  projects  for  the  32-country 
tournament  which  will  be  the 
largest  and  most  publicised  m  the 
68-year  history  of  the  competition. 

.Only  die  Olympic  Games  at¬ 
tracts  more  global  interest  than  the 
World  Cup  because  football  is  the 
national  game  of  most  countries. 
169  nations  entered  the  qualifying 
competition  for  next  year’s  finals. 

The  World  Cup  owes  a  particular 
debt  to  France,  which  last  staged 
the  event  in  193S,  eight  years  after 
die  first  tournament  in  1930  when 
only  13  countries -  entered.  ™ 
tournament  was  created  y 
Frenchman.  Jules  Rimet,  who^ave 

his  name  to  the  first  trophy. 


was  won  for  the  third  time  and  thus 
outright  by  Brazil  in  J970. 

To  .  delight  television  viewers 
across  the  world,  there  will  be  two 

opening  ceremonies.  The  first  will 
be  in  Paris  on  JuneQ.  This  will  be  a 
colourful  parade;  led  by  five  giant 
models,  representing  the  five  conti¬ 
nents,  through  the  streets  of  the 
capital  The  models  will  finally 
assemble  in  the  Place  de  La 
Concorde,  close  to  the  River  Seine, 
with  its  view  up  the  Champs- 
Elysees  to  the  Arc  de  Triomphe. 

The  next  day,  there  will  be 
another  ceremony  at  the  new  Stade 
de  France  in  Sf  Denis  in  northern 
Paris,  which  will  stage  its  first 
international  on  January  28  when 
France  meet  Spain  in  a  friendly. 
The  stadium  is  on  the  OTher  side  of 
thecapitai  from  fhe49.700-capacity 
Pare  des  Princes,  built  in  1972.  and 
is -replacing  it.  as  the  French 
national  stadium.  However,  the 
Part  des  Princes  will  still  be  used 
for  matches  during  the  World  Cup. 

The  opening  game  al  die  Stade 
de  France  will  feature  Brazil,  the 
holders,  against  Scotland.  Unlike 
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earlier  World  Cups,  the  32  compet¬ 
ing  nations  will  play  all  their  three 
preliminary  pool  fixtures  in  differ¬ 
ent  dries.  The  top  two  from  the 
eight  groups  will  go  through  to  the 
last  16,  when  the  straight  knockout 


stage  gets  under  way.  In  previous 
tournaments,  the  teams  have  often 
been  able  to  stay  at  one  hotel  close 
to  those  stadiums,  which  have 
staged  all  their  early  matches. 
However,  this  time  many  of  the 
countries  are  planning  to  he  based 
near  Paris  and  move  round  the 
country,  either  by  bus  or  plane.  The 
organisers’  chief  problem  will  be 
the  transport  and  housing  of  the 
supporters,  particularly  in  the 
knockout  rounds. 

The  nine  cities  which  will  hold 
matches  are  Paris.  Marseilles,  with 
its  60.000-seat  velodrome  stadium. 
Lyon.  Nantes,  Bordeaux.  Montpel¬ 
lier.  Lens.  St  Etienne  and  Toulouse. 
Lyon  has  the  smallest  capacity  with 
seats  for  only  32,000  spectators. 

The  Stade  de  France,  the  most 
modem  stadium  in  Europe,  will 
host  nine  matches  in  the  champion¬ 
ship.  including  the  final.  It  has 
been  closely  studied  by  architects 
hoping  to  get  the  contract  for  the 
design  for  rhe  rebuilding  of  Wem¬ 
bley.  which  England  hopes  to  use 
as  the  centrepiece  of  a  World  Cup 
in  the  21sl  cento  ry. 


The  pressure  on  getting  rickets 
will  be  enormous,  because  the 
tournament  is  taking  place  in 
Europe,  where  interest  in  football 
is  so  high  and  where  more  coun¬ 
tries  (15)  play  in  the  finals  than 
from  any  other  continent.  How¬ 
ever,  the  organisers  are  commend- 
ably  not  making  exorbitant 
demands  on  the  paying  spectators. 
About  one-fifth  or  the  2.5  million 
will  cost  less  than  El 6  and  one  half 
will  be  less  than  E27. 


TICKETS 


ENGLAND  supporters  must  join 
the  Members  Club  set  up  by  the 
Football  Association  (16.  Lancaster 
Gate,  London  W2  3LW). 
SCOTLAND  supporters  must 
have  already  joined  the  Scottish 
Travel  Club.  The  Scottish  Football 
Association  (6.  Park  Gardens, 
Glasgow  G3  7YE)  is  expecting  an 
allocation  of  6,000  tickets  for 
preliminary  matches  and  it  has 
more  than  11.000  members  of  its 
Travel  Club. 


grabs  the 
limelight 

RONALDO  gave  the  world  an 
indication  of  what  it  can  expect 
from  Brazil  next  summer  by 
scoring  twice  in  the  Rest  of  the 
World's  5-2  victory  over  Europe 
in  the  World  Cup  gala  match  in 
Marseilles  yesterday.  The 
world's  most  expensive  foot¬ 
baller.  valued  at  £20  million, 
was  irrepressible  as  he  set  up 
the  Rest  of  the  World's  other 
three  goals. 

Paul  I  nee.  the  England  mid- 
field  player,  and  Scotland's 
Gordon  Durie.  who  came  on  in 
the  second  half,  played  for  a 
Europe  team  that  took  the  lead 
through  Marius  Lacatu$.  of 
Romania,  in  the  second 
minute.  Ronaldo  created  goals 
for  Antony  De  Avila,  of  Colom¬ 
bia,  and  two  for  Gabriel 
Batistuta,  of  Argentina. 
Zinedine  Zidane,  of  France, 
pulled  a  goal  back  on  the  hour. 


i 
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RUGBY  UNION:  ENGLAND  SEEK  TO  END  AUTUMN  SERIES  ON  WINNING  NOTE  AT  TWICKENHAM 


AUSTIN  HEALEY  has  not 
always  agreed  with  Bob 
pwyer,  his  roach  at  Leicester, 
but  the  decision  to  switch  him 
from  scrum  half  to  wing  six 
weeks  ago  now  appears  to  be  a 
sound  investment.  Yesterday 
Healey  was  named  on 
England's  left  wing  against 
New  Zealand  at  Twickenham 
tomorrow.  It  will  be  only  the 
second  occasion  on  which  he 

has  started  a  game  for  his 
country. 

This,  with  one  exception,  is 
the  England  team  that  fin¬ 
ished  the  first  encounter  with 
the  Ail  Blacks  at  Old  Trafford 
a  fortnight  ago,  though  it 
•shows  six  changes  —  one 
positional  —  from  the  XV 
beaten  by  South  Africa  last 
weekend.  The  exception  is 
Paul  Grayson,  who  replaces 
the  injured  Mike  Catt  at  fly 
half:  Grayson  will  be 


partnered  by  Kyran  Bracken, 
whose  greater  physical  presr 
ence  at  scrum  half  gives  him 
the  slightest  of  edges  aver 
Man  Dawson.  Grayson's. 
Northampton  team-mate. 

England  will  benefit  from 
the  returning  experience  of 
Martin  Johnson  and  Phil  de 
Glanville.  while  David  Rees 
reverts  to  the  right  wing  to 
allow  for  Healey's  inclusion. 
Clive  Woodward,  the  coach, 
was  in  no  doubt  about  the 
issue  central  to  Healey's  selec¬ 
tion:  he  brings  more  pace  than 
either  John  Bentley  or  Ade- 
dayo  Adebayo  and.  for  one 
who  has  the  reputation  as  a 
Jack  the  Lad.  Healey  has 
impressed  with  his  attitude 
recently. 

"He  is  a  genuine  footballer 
and  he  has  been  outstanding 
in  training,"  Woodward  said. 
“He  deserves  his  place  on 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


merit  and  I  think  he  is  starting 
to  believe  that  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  Leicester  has  been 
good  for  him.  We  have  two 
outstanding  guys  at  No  9  and 
Austin  realises  that" 

Healey,  one  of  die  three 
British  Isles  scrum  halves  to 
tour  South  Africa  during  the 
summer,  found  himself  re¬ 
stored  to  his  old  Waterloo  and 


SQUAD 


M  B  Parry  (Ban);  D  L  Rbbs  (Sate).  WJ  H 
Gran-Mood  (Leicester].  P  H  da  GtanUfa 
(Bath).  A  S  Heotoy  (Lacester):  P  J  Grayson 
(Nantnmiptan).  KP  P  Bradoon  (Sencans). 
J  Loorard  (HatequreJ,  R  Codunl 
(Laceser).  D  J  Qarforth  (Leicester),  M  O 
Johnson  (Lacesteri,  G  S  Archer 
(Newcastle),  LBN  DeflsgOo  (Wasps, 
eapuvi).  N  A  Back  flitawK).  fl  a78 
(Saracens)  Replacements:  T  R  G 
SSffljpssm  (NewcasOe).  M  J  S  Dawaon 
(Nortfianplon).CMAShewby  (Wasps).  0 
J  Graweock  (Saracens),  K  Yens  (BaltT).  M 
P  Regan  (Bath) 


Orrell  position  by  the  arrival 
at  Welford  Road  of  WaisaJe 
Serevi,  whom  Dwyer  has  ac¬ 
commodated  at  scrum  half. 

Healey  has  not  only  his 

speed  to  recommend  him,  but 

his  tackling  and  his  footwork. 
Phil  Larder,  the  former  rugby 
league  coach,  who  is  now 
working  with  Woodward,  be¬ 
lieves  that  Healey  and  Neil 
Back  are  the  most  destructive 
defenders  in  the  England 
squad  and  that  Healey  has  the 
qualities  required  to  play  at  fiy 
half. 

"If  we  are  genuinely  going 
to  compete,  we  need  real  gas  in 
the  team,”  Woodward  said.  It 
will  fall,  though,  to  Rees  to 
mark  Jonah  Lomu  for  the 
second  time;  at  Old  Trafford 
he  made  a  decent  fist  of  it,  even 
if  the  contest  sometimes  re¬ 


sembled  a  giant  endeavouring 
to  swat  an  annoying  fiy. 

Bentley  and  Adebayo.  the 
two  disappointed  wings,  will 
kncrw  precisely  their  future 
after  the  autumn  serin,  since 
Woodward  intends  to  draw  up 
a  pecking  order  for  each 
position.  "I  want  to  ler  the 
players  know  where  they 
stand."  Woodward  said.  “We 
have  seen  the  best  players 
these  southern^  enusphere 
sides  have  and,  after  this 
weekend.  I  can  be  brutally 
honest  about  which  of  our 
players  have  the  best  chance  of 
staying  in  the  squad,  regard¬ 
less  of  reputations. 

“We  know  the  criteria  need¬ 
ed  to  beat  these  guys.  We  are 
not  in  the  first  division,  but  I 
think  we  can  get  there.  The 
feedback  from  the  players  has 
been  great  They  all  have  a 
glint  m  their  eye,  they  know 


what  it  rakes  to  win  at  this 
level  It's  easier  to  put  in  a  one- 
off  performance;  to  pot  in  four 
in  a  row  has  made  it  very  dear . 
what  has  to  happen  for  Eng¬ 
land  to  succeed.  If  we  bad 
played  weaker  countries,  t 
might  have  been  overconfi¬ 
dent  about  our  real  strength." 

Overconfidence  is  not  a 
New  Zealand  trait  and  the  loss 
of  Sean  Fitzpatrick  from  most 
of  this  tour  was  followed 
yesterday  by  the  withdrawal 
of  Craig  Dowd,  his  colleague 
in  the  Auckland  front  row, 
who  has  a  hamstring  injury. 

Fitzpatrick  will  make  no 
derision  about  his  playing 
future  until  Aprfl,  but  there 
are  fears  that  the  damage  to 
his  right  knee  and  cumulative 
wear-andtoar  will  prtrffe  too' 
much,,  even  for  this  hugdy- 
competitive  player  to  return  to 
•the  international  arena. 


Heritage  at  the  heart  of  All  Blacks’  success 


John  Hopkins  finds 
the  New  Zealand 
coach  in  talkative 
mood  before  the 
game  with  England 


“FTlhe  Old  Trafford 
I  scenes  after  the 
X  match,  the  Martin 
Johnson  incident,  the  busi¬ 
ness  about  the  haka.  the  Paul 
Ackford  criticism.  That's  all 
negative.  We  don’t  need  that 
sort  of  thing  to  get  us  motivat¬ 
ed.  We  have  won  II  Tests 
against  the  best  teams  in  the 
world  this  year.  Our  motiva¬ 
tion  comes  from  within.  It  is 
self-driven." 

Thus  spoke  John  Hart  the 
New  Zealand  coach,  early 
yesterday  morning.  His  en¬ 
thusiasm  Ur  up  the  darkness 
that  had  not  yet  lifted  outside 
the  window.  Hart  was  bub¬ 
bling  over  as  he  talked  about 
the  game  against  England  at 
Twickenham  tomorrow. 

"It  is  Zinzan  Brooke’s  hun¬ 
dredth  game  as  an  All  Black. 
Olo  Brown's  Fiftieth  game  for 
New  Zealand.  Sean  Fitzpat¬ 
rick.  one  of  the  great  New 
Zealand  captains,  not  .being 
able  to  play  —  these  are  the 
things  that  motivate  us.  We 
owe  it  to  the  heritage  of  what 
we  have  done  to  play  well.  We 
owe  it  to  the  heritage  of  the 
jersey." 

Hart,  52.  may  have  scored  a 
try  in  his  first  game  of  rugby 
and  played  for  Auckland,  his 
province,  as  a  feisty  scrum 
half,  but  it  was  when  he 
turned  to  coaching  rhat  he 
began  to  make  people  sit  up 
and  take  notice.  Twice  he  was 
rejected  far  the  All  Blacks  job 
before  succeeding  at  his  third 
attempt,  on  the  day  of  his  50th 
birthday.  Since  then  the  Ail 
Blacks  have  played  22  Test 
matches  and  lost  one. 

Recently.  Han  spent  two 
hours  with  Alex  Ferguson,  the 


ADRIAN  SHERRATT 


The  New  Zealand  players  listen  intently  as  Hart  holds  court  during  training  at  Bracknell  Rugby  Gob  yesterday 


Manchester  United  manager, 
talking  coaching,  talking 
about  staying  ahead,  talking 
management  techniques.  In¬ 
deed,  talk  is  the  abiding 
memory  of  Hart,  his  conver¬ 
sation  resembling  a  rushing 
stream. 

Yet  Normal  rugby  words, 
such  as  prop.  kick,  gain-line 
and  angles  of  running  are  not 
mentioned.  Were  it  not  for  his 
rugby  shirt  and  its  logo  of  a 
New  Zealand  beer  company, 
he  could  have  been  a  manage¬ 
ment  consultant,  pausing  for 
a  pot  of  tea  and  a  slice  of  toast 
on  his  way  to  sort  out  the 
problems. 

So  it  was  management  tech¬ 


niques,  riot  -a-rQgby  ntantial 
that  enabled  him  to  become 
the  first  New  Zealander  to 
coacft  an  All  Black  team  to 
victory  in  South  Africa.  He 
started  coaching  the  All 
Blacks  after  working  as  head 
of  human  resources  for  New 
Zealand’s  biggest  company. 

When  Hart  puts  on  his 
glasses,  his  cheery,  round  face 
becomes  slightly  owlish.  He 
looks  like  a  management-suit 
type.  At  these  moments  there 
is  nothing  to  suggest  that  he 
comes  from  the  land  where 
there  are  more  sheep  than 
people,  where  almost  every 
former  All  Black  coach  has 
been  a  former  All  Black  or  a 


farmer,1  and  sometimes  both. 
“My  deficiencies  as  a  player 
have  helped  me  in  my  coach¬ 
ing,"  Hart  said.  "It's  a 
strength,  not  a  weakness,  not 
to  have  been  an  All  Blade.  My 
experiences  in  business  were 
the  most  beneficial  experi¬ 
ences  to  me  as  a  rugby  coach. 
A  lot  of  the  techniques  I  learnt 
there  l  translated  into  rugby." 

In  his  mid-20s.  Hart  led  the 
negotiating  team  to  resolve  an 
industrial  dispute  over  redun¬ 
dancies  that  had  dosed  the 
Mangere  Bridge  in  Auckland 
for  2h  years.  “My  job  was  to 
build  a  relationship  with  the 
unions  and  then  the  work¬ 
force."  he  said.  “We  had  to 


employ  the  people  who  had 
previously  been  on  the  job  — 
hardened  riggers,  welders, 
men  who  had  put  a  picket  on 
the  bridge  for  30  months,  who 
were  fighting  for  their  liveli¬ 
hood,  and  get  them  on  our 
side: 

“I  did  it  by  building  rela¬ 
tionships  by  trust,  demon¬ 
strating  we  were  genuine  in 
our  intentions.  It  was  an 
example  of  what  can  be 
achieved  by  common  sense, 
by  man-management,  by 
treating  people  as  I  wanted  to 
be  treated,  by  being  thought¬ 
ful  A  lot  of  foe  things  I  learnt 
from  that  time  were  impor¬ 
tant  to  me  for  coaching.” 


It  was  the  same  with  Auck¬ 
land.  .He  arrived  to  coach 
New  Zealand's -most  famous 
province  when  it  had  great 
names  and  talent  but  a  sloppi¬ 
ness  that  offended  his  dear 
business  mind.  Initially,  he 
faced  scepticism.  Andy 
Haden,  for  one,  doubted 
Harrs  ability. 

Hart  adopted  the  classic 
management  technique.  He 
got  Haden  on  his  side  to  such 
effect  that  Haden,  once  a  foe, 
became  his  best  lieutenant. 
Auckland,  who  before  Hart 
had  never  won  foe  national 
championships,  won  it  the 
year  Hart  took  over,  twice 
more,  and  came  second  in  the 
two  remaining  years. 

“In  the  past  coaching  was 
autocratic,"  Hart  said.  "My 
style  is  shared  leadership. 
-Why  can  the  AIL  Blacks  do  so 
well  when  .the  captain  is 
missing?  I  fry  and  grow 
leadership  across  foe  field,  I 
encourage  personal  responsi- 
.  bfllty.  My  players  are  not  told 
what  to  do,  we  create  an 
environment  and  let  them 
decide.  I  have  a  saying:  ‘We 
play  as  we  train  and  we  train 
as  we  play.’  We  have  worked 
tremendously  hard  on  up- 
skilling  players. 

“If  I  were  coaching  in  the 
northern  hemisphere,  I  would 
work  a  lot  more  on  players’ 
fitness,  speed.  I  would  watch 
the  men  under  pressure. 
Northern  hemisphere  coaches 
are  very  regimented.  I  encour¬ 
age  my  players  and  I  accept 
their  mistakes.  Christian 
Cullen  is  21,  has  played  in  21 
Tests  and  has  scored  21  tries. 
In  one  game  against  South 
Africa,  he  made  two  mistakes 
and  that  led  to  .two  tries.  I  did 
not  mizkL  He  scored  more 
tries  than  anyone  else.  - 

“There  is  wonderful  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  the  game  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Look  at  Last  weekend  — 
160.000  people  attended  two 
matches  in  London.  But  foe 
game  is  too  conservative, 
players  are  too  reluctant  to 
experiment-” 


Auckland  announces  Injured  pride  spurs  Wainwright 

plans  for  Blackheath  HE  HAS  learnt  the  lessons  of  ]£y  Kevin  Ferrie  fered  concussion  and  woulc 

a  two  seasons  ana  when  he  was  sidelined  for  the  mandat 


rHE  link-up  between  the 
ivorld’s  best  and  world’s  old¬ 
est  rugby  union  dubs  became 
reality  yesterday  when  John 
Saird  and  Graham  Henry, 
the  acting  chief  executive  and 
roach  of  Auckland  Blues, 
revealed  their  plans  for 
Slackhcath  (a  special  corrcs- 
jondent  writes).  Announcing 
i  £500,000  investment  in  the 
tilled  Dunbar  Premiership 
second  division  dub,  Baird 
rod  Henry  said  that 
Blackheath  could  become  the 
\uckland  Blues  of  England 
within  five  to  seven  years. 

Henry  said:  “We  are  not 
uoking  to  perform  mirades 
ind  it  will  take  a  season  or 


two,  but  there  will  be  changes 
in  the  way  Blackheath  play 
immediately.  The  current 
squad  have  players  capable  of 
first  division  rugby.  It  will 
only  need  one  or  two  extras  to 
add  fat  to  the  bones." 

Baird  said  that  Auckland 
would  be  sending  a  few 
players  over  to  England,  but 
the' development  of  local  tal¬ 
ent  was  the  key  to  progress. 
“We  want  to  fast-track 
Blackheath  in  the  world  of 
professional  rugby.  We  win 
bring  our  system  of  develop¬ 
ment  over  here.  It  isirt  about 
money,  it  is  about  doing 
things  a  better,  smarter  way. 
the  Auckland  wav."  he  said. 


HE  HAS  learnt  the  lessons  of 
two  seasons  ago,  when  he  was 
pursuaded  by  a  tabloid  news¬ 
paper  to  dress  as  Robert  the 
Bruce  on  the  eve  of  a  Grand 
Slam  decider.  In  the  wake  of 
that  defeat  by  England  at 
Murrayfield,  Rob  Wainwright 
was  haunted  by  the  image, 
used  as  a  wrap-around  cover 
but  discarded  around  Edin¬ 
burgh  by  disappointed  Scot¬ 
land  supporters. 

It  was  a  rare  misjudgmenl 
on  Wain  Wright's  part,  but  as  a 
consequence  there  was  never 
any  likelihood  of  breast-beat¬ 
ing  declarations  of  devotion  to 
the  cause  after  his  unexpected 
recall  to  the  Scotland  team  to 
play  the  world  champions. 
South  Africa,  tomorrow. 


Instead,  the  qualified  doc¬ 
tor,  reinstated  as  captain,  ex¬ 
plained  his  recovery  in  cold 
medical  terms.  "1  was  initially 
told  foe  heel  injury  I  suffered 
at  the  end  of  October  would 
require  a  six  week  lay-off,"  he 
said.  “However  it  felt  all  right 
last  week  and  when  I  pushed  it 
there  was  no  problem.” 

There  is  little  doubt,  though, 
that  he  forced  the  issue 
because  the  injury-ridden 
Scots  needed  him.  That 
position  was  underlined  yes¬ 
terday  when  Grant  McKelvey, 
the  hooker,  withdrew.  Stewart 
Campbell,  the  lock,  remains 
doubtful  with  a  calf  problem. 

McK&vey  is  replaced  fry  the 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
captain.  Gordon  Bulloch,  who 
will  make  his  debut.  Jim  Hay, 
of  Hawick,  comes  in  on  the 
bench.  A  decision  on  Camp¬ 
bell  will  be  made  today. 

All  this  followed  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  Alan  Tail  and  James 
Craig  earlier  this  week  and  the 
fact  that  Scotland’s  other  Brit¬ 
ish  Isles  forwards,  Tom  Smith 
and  Doddie  Weir,  were 
among  those  unavailable, 
little  wonder  then  that  imm¬ 
ediately  after  die  humiliating 
defeat  by  Australia  last 
month,  Wainwright  was  visi¬ 
bly  disturbed  when  told  that 
Adam  Roxburgh,  his  deputy 
in  the  No  6  jersey,  had  suf¬ 


fered  concussion  and  would  be 
sidelined  for  the  mandatory 
three  weeks. 

As  Scotland's  chances  re¬ 
cede,  foe  captain  has  been 
stung  by  suggestions  that 
there  are  those  in  foe  squad 
who  regard  this  match  as  a 
good  one  to  miss.  Clearly, 
however,  the  selection  of  the 
other  seven  forwards  who 
faced  Australia  is  not  so  much 
a  vote  of  confidence  as  a 
gamble  that  they  will  attempt 
to  find  reserves  that  they 
themselves  did  not  know  they. 

South  Africa,  too,  had  to 
make  a  late  chance  after  a 
knee  injury  forced  the  fly  half, 
Henry  Haniball,  to  withdraw 
yestoday.  He  is  replaced  by 
Jannie  De  Beer. 


Chaloner  keeps  his 
cool  to  down  Eylesf 

■  SQUASH:  Mark  Chaloner.  of  England,  recorded  the  beat 
victory  of  his  career  yesterday  when  he  deflated  foe  world 
champion,  Rodney  Eyles,  of  Australia,  15-10. 10-15, 10-15, 

15-4, 15-10  tar  reach  the  semi-finals  of  the  Mahindra  _ 

International  Challenge  at  foe  Cricket  Chib  of  India.  Bombay 
(Colin  McQuillan  writes).  _ 

Chaloner,  ranked  No  14  in  the  world,  handled  the  extreme 
humidity  better  than  foe  30-yearold  Australian,  who  85 

tiie  match  progressed.  Chaloner,  25,  of  Lincolnshire,  said:  I 
am  fitter  than  most-other  players  and  used  to  pushing  myself 
beyond  anything.  The  conditions  here  impose  just  on 
themselves."  _  .  . 

He  will  meet  Peter  Nicol,  of  Scotland,  the  second-seeded 
champion,  who  defeated  Simon  Parke,  the  England  Nu  1,  in  a 
fact,  subtle  and  highly  entertaining  match,  17-15, 15-9, 15-11.  _ 
Jansher  Khan,  the  world  No  1.  appeared  lethargic  in  defeating 
Derek  Ryan,  of  Ireland,  15-8. 15-9;  15-8. 

New  partner  for  Offiah 

■  ItlfQBY  LEAfltlE:  London  Broncos  yesterday  signed  John 
Timu,  27,  foe  fanner  All  Black  full  bade  and  centre,  from  the 
Syd ney-based  Canterbury  Bulldogs  (Christopher  Irvine 
writes).  Timu  was  capped  on  21  occasions  between  1989  and 
1994.  The  dual-code  international  will  team  up  at  the  Stoop 
Memorial  Ground  next  season  with  Martin  Offiah,  in  what 
Tony  Currie,  the  London  coach,  described  as  the  “most 
potent  centre-wing  combination"  in  the  world. 

“John  is  a  devastating  runner  and  playmaker,"  Currie 
said.  “His  arrival  provides  us  with  an  awesome  combination 
with  Martin  that  should  have  most  teams  worried." 

Green  light  for  White 

■  SNOOKER:  Jimmy  White,  an  ever-present  at  the  Benson 
and  Henson  Masters  since  1982,  has  been  awarded  the 
sponsor's  wild  card  to  compete  in  this  season's  event  at 
Wembley  Conference  Centre  in  February. 

White,  who  will  meet  Stephen  Lee  in  the  first  round  of  the 
£535,000  tournament,  was  forced  to  rely  upon  an  invitation 
after  being  relegated  from  the  top  16  players  in  the  world  at 
the  end  of  the  1996-97  campaign  and  failing  to  win  the  Benson 
and  Hedges  championship. 

Clarke  still  the  top  man 

■  CYCLBMc  Barrie  Clarke.  Team  Raleigh’s  national  cyclo- 
cross  champion,  remains  the  top  rider  in  the  latest  British 
rankings  list  wifo  a  total  of  579  points,  a  lead  of  135  from 
Stuart  Blunt.  Steve  Knight  is  third,  a  further  five  points  behind. 

Clarke  leads  Britain’s  team  of  Blunt,  Carl  Sturgeon, 

James  Norfolk  and  Martin  Seddon  in  tomorrow's  third  round 
of  the  World  Cup  competition  near  Milan  and  will  miss  the 
South  of  England  championship  at  Southampton,  one  of  five 
home  regional  title  races,  on  Sunday. 

No  progress  for  Pierce 

■  TENUIS:  Anke  Huber, 
right,  from  Germany,  beat 

,  Mary  Pierce  6-3, 6-2  in  the 
masters  of  champions 
women's  tournament  in 
Frankfurt  yesterday  to  end 
the  French  woman’s 
projects  of  progress  to  the 
semi-finals  on  Saturday. 

Pierce  had  been  beaten  by. .  .  .. 

Martina  Hingis,  the  world 
No  I  from" Switzerland, mher 
first  match.  In  the  other 
group,  Iva  Majoli,  of  Croatia, 
beat  Irina  Spinea,of 
Romania,  6-3, 7-5  yesterday. 

Roy  Kivell  dies 

■  BOWLS:  Roy  Kivell.  the  immediate  past  president  of  foe 
World  Indoor  Bowls  Council  (WIBQ.  died  in  Exeter  yesterday. 
KivdL  77.  had  attended  a  meeting  of  the  WIBC  in  London  on 
Wednesday.  A  legend  in  the  sport,  he  joined  the  Exonia  dub  at 
ten,  wan  his  first  tides  before  he  was  21,  and  made  his  first 
appearance  for  England  an  grass  in  1947,  when  he  was  27.  He 
made  66  outdoor  appearances  for  his  country,  collecting  22 
caps. 

GOLF 

Montgomerie  soon 
out  of  the  running 

THERE  was  little  joy  for  a  on  the  par-five  9th.  But  it  was 
trio  of  Britons  on  the  first  day  the  left-handed  Mfckdson 
of  the  Million  Dollar  ChaU-  -  who  topped  the  lcaderboard 
enge  in  Sun  City,  South,  in  this  elite  12-man  event  after 
Africa.  Colin  Montgomerie;  a  round  that  inrfriripri  seven 
the  defending  champion,  all  birdies  —  five  of  on  the 
but  disappeared  from  con  ten-  bade  nine  —  and  two  bogeys.  • 
tion  with  a  78  yesterday  as  “Having  the  lead  is  a  posi- 
Phfl  Midcekon.  from  the  Uni-  five  in  that  it  mrarK  i'm 
ted  States,  moved  into  a  one-  playing  well."  Micfaelson 
shot  lead  with  a  67.  said,  “bur  I  don’t  want  to  get 

Nick  Faldo  shot  a  73  and  overiy  excited  about  it." 

Ian  Woosnam  had  a  74,  along  Mickcison,  27,  found  that  a 

with  .  the  Americans  Jtzstin  combination  of  the  swirling 
Leonard  and  Tom  Lehman.  wind  and  the  hot  air  at 
Davis  Love  IIL  who  trailed  altitude  made  dub  sdertion 
Mickdson  fry  a  shot  after  a  difficult  Jesper  Pamevik.  of 
fbur-onder-par  68,  received  a  Sweden,  had  a  round  of  70 
watch  valued  at  $100,000  and  Nick  Price,  of  Zimbabwe, 
(about  £60,000}-  for  an  eagle  a  7L 


ulanate 

Christmas  gift  from 


When  you  subscribe  to  any  Sky  channel 
package  for  12  months,  (from  £11.99 
to  £29.99  per  month)  and  pay  a 
one-off  £7  2  connection  fee. 


call  today  on 

0990979797 

to  see  the  best  Christmas  tv. 
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Larger  than  life  —  man  who  made  the  people  happy 


Bill  Shankiys  colour 
was  always  red:  to¬ 
day,  and  in  perpetu¬ 
ity,  it  is  bronze.  For 
a  7ft  6in  statue  of  ShankJy. 
the  creator  of  the  modem 
Liverpool  dub,  was  unveiled 
outside  Airfield  yesterday. 

Liverpool,  who  under 
Sbankly.  Bob  Paisley.  Joe 
Fagan  and  Kenny  DalgUsh 
rose  to  an  unrivalled  position 
in  English  football,  are  for¬ 
ward-looking.  But  bow  heart¬ 
warming  it  was  to  slip  back 
into  the  past,  to  be  In 
Shanldy’s  company  once 
again  and  to  remember  when 
Liverpool  was  not  only  die 
the  omnipotent  dub,  but  also 
the  people's  dub. 

His  former  players  were 
there  by  the  score.  And  as 
they  glided  around  die  tro¬ 
phy  room  —  Hunt,  Calla¬ 
ghan,  Byrne  and  company  — 
one  recalled  bow  much  they 
won,  and  how  little  ego  they 
displayed. 

They  may  all  be  a  little  out 
of  touch,  thicker  around  the 
waist  and  greyer  at  the  tem- 


Shankly,  cast  in  bronze,  towers  over  Roy  Evans. 

FOOTBALL 


Harford  left  high 
and  dry  as  Albion 
Seek  compensation 


WHEN  Ray  Harford  resigned 
as  manager  of  West  Brom¬ 
wich  Albion  late  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  he  hoped  for  a 
smooth  passage  into  a  similar 
job  at  Queens  Park  Rangers. 
Instead,  his  worst  fears  were 
realised  yesterday  when  Albi¬ 
on  refused  to  accept  his  resig¬ 
nation,  claiming  that  they 
required  six  months'  notice  of 
his  intention  to  leave. 

Albion  have  taken  the  stand 
to  help 'their  case  for  compen¬ 
sation  from  Rangers  rather 
than  in  the  hope  mat  Harford 
will  change  his  mind.  They 
say  that  they  mil  continue  to 
pay  Harford's  wages  and 
claim  that  they  are  not  seeking 
a  replacement. 

Harford  met  Tony  Hale,  the 
Albion  chairman,  for  less  than 
ten  minutes  yesterday  lunch¬ 
time  and  left  without  com¬ 
ment,  looking  even  more 
stony-faced  than  usual.  QPR 


By  Richard  Hobson 

cancelled  plans  to  unveil 
Harford  as  their  new  manager 
in  the  afternoon  and  declined 
to  comment  on  developments. 

Earlier.  Harford,  appointed 
by  Hale  just  ten  months  ago. 
had  stressed  that  his  decision 
was  based  purely  on  a  wish  to 
be  closer  to  his  home  in 
Berkshire.  He  consistently  re¬ 
fused  to  sign  a  contract  with 
Albion  because  of  a  stipulation 
that  he  must  live  within  a 
25-mile  radius  of  the  ground. 
Hale  said  that  the  clause  was 
eventually  removed. 

Albion  had  refused  QPR 
permission  to  talk  to  Harford 
and  are  claiming  compensa¬ 
tion  because  of  a  verbal  com¬ 
mitment  and  his  contract  of 
employment  Hale,  flanked  by 
a  legal  adviser,  said  that  he 
had  spoken  to  representatives 
from  QPR  yesterday,  but  add¬ 
ed:  "At  this  moment  we  are  not 
having  constructive  talks.  1 


Thomas  refuses  to 
be  sent  to  Coventiy 


MICHAEL  THOMAS  has 
declined  to  join  Coventry  City. 
The  midfield  player,  29,  was 
the  subject  of  an  £800,000  bid 
from  the  Midlands  dub. 
having  slipped  from  the  first- 
team  picture  at  Liverpool 
(writes  David  Maddock). 

After  talks  with  Gordon 
Strachan.  the  Coventry  man¬ 
ager,  Thomas  decided  to 
remain  at  Anfield  where  the 
England  B  international  has 
two-and-a-half  years  to  run 
on  a  contract  worth  £15,000  a 
week. 

Thomas,  though,  accepts 
that  his  career  at  Anfield  is 
over.  He  is  behind  Paul  Lnce. 
Jamie  Redknapp,  Oyvind 
Leonhardsen,  Danny  Mur¬ 
phy,  Jamie  Carragher  and 
Jason  McAteer  for  a  place  in 
central  midfield. 

He  wfl]  move,  probably 
after  Christmas,  with  a  return 


BASKETBALL 

EUROPEAN  CHAMPIONSHIP;  Smnt-ftMl 
raunct  Group  C:  England  61  LBralne  88  1st 
GoSdtart  Spearumr 

NATIONAL  ASSOgATJONJ WEWJJtosarj 
87  QraOB  87;  OBtraS  108  Phoona  103 

O  OlTT#®"!  94  »:  New 

Jersey  88  SeMfie  93:  Denver  89  L03 
Anaefcis  Lalars  107,  Mimaaata  90  tndaru 
Q4UW»  US  Toronto  88:  Vancouver  97 
Grtrxto  101;  Gotten  SUM  67  Oowtand 
95  • _ 

CRICKET 

TOUR  MATCH  (one  dayt  Lahore:  Lahore 
CkJtoT01<1-S  (M*fd  Khan  SO 


to  London  his  preference, 
Thomas  supported  Totten¬ 
ham  Hotspur  ,  and  would 
relish  an  opportunity  to  join 
them,  despite  having  played 
for  AisenaL 

Spurs  are  in  the  market  for 
a  midfield  player,  and  Thom¬ 
as  could  become  the  first 
signing  of  their  new  manager. 
Christian  Grass. 

Olympique  Marseille  have 
inquired  about  taking  Patrick. 
Blondeau,  of  Sheffield  Wed¬ 
nesday.  back  to  France.  The 
international  full-back 
moved  to  England  in  a  E1.5 
million  deal  last  summer,  but 
has  failed  to  settle.  He  could 
return  to  his  native  land  if  the 
French  dub  match  the  origi¬ 
nal  fee. 

Middlesbrough  have  re¬ 
signed  Jaime  Moreno,  of 
Washington  DC  on  an  ex¬ 
tended  three-month  loan. 


not  out);  England  »  ZKM  (NV  KrogN  79. 
AD  Brawn  67.  A  J  Siowatl  78  not  out) 
England  won  ongral  rrvflttfi  by  rare 
vriona.  icadwifl  1*5-1  horn  19  4  overs 

_ FOOTBALL _ 

INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:  Marseille. 
Europe  2  RastotHw  World  5 
Wedneada/a  lata  results 
FA  CARLING  PREMIERSHIP:  West 
Ham  Urated  4  Crystal  Pataca  1 
NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  Fnt  cfcnaiore 
Queens  Parte  Rang«5  1  Norwich  1. 
Second  Addon:  MOwal  0  Watea2  1. 
Third  dvfeton:  Brighton  0  Notts  County 
i 

BEIL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Second 


Answers  from  page  48 

ORIGAMI  .  _ _ 

M  The  Japanese  art  of  folding  paper  into  intricate  designs.  From  me 
Jepeficae  ori  fold  *  faimi  paper.  The  art  of  origami  has  been 
down  from  father  to  son  through  connfleas  generations.'* 

PUSHM1-PULLYU  .  _  ^  ^  n  ^ 

ax  A  fabulous  creature  resembling  a  llama,  bat  vntbi a  bead  at  both 
ends,  invented  by  Hugh  Lofting  (1886-1947)  in  Dr  Dplittlc.  Hence 
(with  spelling  rationalised),  applied  aHnsriefy  to  incoherent  or 
ambivalent  altitudes  or  poikks.  Widely  popularised  by  toe  fibn 
version  ofDrDolittle  in  1967.  ‘The  [Labour)  Party's  mutation  of  a 
pushmc-PuUytm  over  the  European  Parliament.'' 

RAVIGOTE  „  .  _  . 

fa)  Mixed  herbs  for  a  French  salad  dressing.  From  fbe  French 
ravigOter  to  invigorate.  A  pick-me-up  or  stiffener.  The  Freodi  give 
the  name  ravigote  to  an  assemblage  of  four  herbs  —  tarragon. 
cfccrvfL  drives,  hornet  —  minced  small  or  used  as  a  faggot  and 
^opposed  to  have  a  rue  badly  of  resuscitation." 

Alston  or  water  pipe  or  container  in  die  US.  The  station* 
£ycral  uxOes  below  Niagara  Falls,  the  water  being  led  to  the 
fllte  tubes  which  gnkte  the  irater  m  dm  cnrblma)  by 
£faaroaete  canal  from  a  point  above  the  bus." 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I  Rx»!  Bxft  2  od7  and  Qg8*  w01  be  decisive 


would  like  to  think  that  QPR 
are  in  a  more  invidious  pos¬ 
ition  than  our  own.  I  expect 
Mr  Harford  to  be  in  charge  for 
our  game  against  Stockport  on 
Saturday." 

Hale  said  that  he  accepted 
Harford^  explanation  but  felt 
"very  bitter  and  totally  used". 
Harford  led  Albion  away  from 
the  Nationwide  League  first 
division  relegation  area  last 
season  and  they  are  fourth  at 
present.  “He  was  nowhere, 
and  we  resurrected  his 
career,"  Hale  said.  “I  am  not 
letting  him  get  away  with  it" 

John  Barnwell,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  League  Managers 
Association,  believes  that  the 
Football  League  should  adopt 
the  Premier  League  regula¬ 
tion,  where  compensation  is 
paid  inside  28  days  when  a 
manager  walks  out  of  one  dub 
to  join  another.  He  described 
the  present  position  as  “vague 
and  loose” 

John  Trewick,  the  coach 
under  Harford,  is  in  operating 
control  of  Albion's  first  team 
squad  and  will  be  a  strong 
candidate  when  the  dub  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  foe  manageri¬ 
al  position  is  vacant  Another 
contender  is  David  Pleat  dis¬ 
missed  by  Sheffield  Wednes¬ 
day  last  month. 

Mark  Bosnich  has  been 
given  clearance  by  Terry 
Venables,  the  Australia  coach, 
to  play  for  Aston  Villa  in  the 
Uefa  Cup  third-round,  second- 
leg  tie  against  Steaua  Bucha¬ 
rest  on  Tuesday.  He  will  join 
the  rest  of  the  Australia  squad  i 
for  the  Flfa-backed  Confedera-  | 
tion  Cup,  which  begins  on 
December  12,  immediately 
after  the  game. 

Denis  Irwin,  the  Manches¬ 
ter  United  fuD  back,  could 
return  to  competitive  action  on 
Boxing  Day.  against  Everton. 
Irwin,  who  sustained  knee 
ligament  damage  in  a  bad 
tackle  by  Paul  Bosvelt,  the 
Fteyenoord  midfield  player, 
has  made  a  quicker  than 
expected  recovery. 


jdes  but  nostalgia  is  an  im¬ 
perative  part  of  sport,  and 
Liverpool  have  it  in  greater 
abundance  than  almost  any 
other  dub. 

Before  tiie  unveiling  of  the 
Shankly  statue  there  was 
time  to  reflect  that  the  city  of 
liverpool,  its  unemployment 
having  obliged  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  to  migrate  is  not  as 
vibrant  as  Manchester.  The 
northern  Reds  are  divided, 
with  Manchester  United  em¬ 
bracing  the  modem  game's 
commercialism  as  Liver¬ 
pool's  ability  to  sustain  a 
friendly  and  family  spirit  is 
challenged  by  the  need  to 
make  sure  they  retain  a 
regular  place  in  European 
competition. 

It  was  slightly  sad  to  see 
Roy  Evans,  that  eminently 
decent  man,  a  youth  player 
under  Shankly,  backed  up 
against  a  wall  —  within  sight 
of  the  new  statue  —  and 
made,  on  this  of  all  days,  to 
defend  his  recent  record- 
Ridiculous.  Evans  has  all  but 
recaptured  what  Shankly  and 


Rob  Hughes  attends  a  moving  Anfield 
unveiling  of  a  permanent  memorial  to 
a  legendary  football  man  and  manager 


the  old  boot  room  were  ail 
about  although  these  values 

are  challenged  as  never  be¬ 
fore  now  that  players  have 
freedom  of  contract 

Goodness  knows  how 
Shankly.  who  consumed, 
guided  and  galvanised  his 
players,  would  have  dealt 
with  such  transtience,  or  with 
the  grasping  instincts  of  the 
agents.  "Parasitesf"  he  once 
called  men  who.  by  today's 
standards,  would  have  been 
among  the  more  caring  of  the 
breed  of  players'  advisers. 

The  Shankly  bronze, 
sculpted  by  Tom  Murphy, 
stands  outside  the  new  visi¬ 
tors’  centre,  a  Liverpool  mu¬ 
seum  to  its  own  achieve¬ 
ments.  To  my  eye,  Shankly 
looks  a  little  too  thin  in  the 
face,  the  doth  of  his  suit  a 
little  loo  crumpled,  for  after 


all  he  was  the  proud  son  of  a 
Scottish  tailor. 

But  Murphy,  with  the  tri¬ 
umphant  stance,  the  set  of  the 
mouth,  and  the  laughter  lines 
around  tiie  eyes  Iras  captured 
the  absolute  essence  of  the 
man.  Shankly  loved  football 
more  titan  he  loved  life,  and 
he  loved  one  particular  foot¬ 
baller  to  winy  excess. 

“He  has  just  stepped  out  of 
the  shower.  Come  in  and  see 
him  . . .  have  a  walk  around 
him.  He's  a  colossus!"  The 
“colossus".  Ron  Yeats  fay 
name,  had  been  purchased 
from  Dundee  United  in  1961 
at  the  same  time  that  Shankly 
brought  Ian  St  John  from 
MotherwdL 

It  was  the  start  of  some¬ 
thing  special.  Liverpool  came 
out  of  the  second  division  and 
Shankly  built  two  separate 


champmnshrp  sides,  the  sec¬ 
ond  which  his  aide.  Paisley, 
took  cm  to  conquer  Europe: 

Without  saying  a  word 
yesterday,  Yeats,  who  cut  the 
tape  to  unveil .  the  bronze, 
managed  to  convey  all  of  his 
pride  and  sheer  joy  at  being 
chosen  for  tiie  honour.  Nessie 
Shankly.  who  had  selected 
Yeats  from  all  her  husband’s 
players,  and  Jessie.  Bob  Pais¬ 
ley’s  widow,  then,  with  simi¬ 
larly  dignified  pleasure, 
opened  the  visitors’  centre. 

I  suspect  that  Shankly 
would  not  be  totally 
enamoured  to  be  stood 
outside  a  McDonald's 

restaurant,  another  part  of 
the  new  facilities  built  near 

where  the  masses  once  stood 
on  the  Spion  Kop.  The  feet 
that  Carts  berg,  the  dub  spon¬ 
sors,  had  {raid  for  and  com¬ 
missioned  the  tribute,  would 
have  brought  an  ironic  twin¬ 
kle  to  his  eye.  Bat  there  is  no 
escaping  the  new  age  of 
oomraerdalisation. 

Peter  -Robinson,  the  chid 


executive;  who  has  been  at 
tiie  administrative  helm 
through  the  last  three  de¬ 
cades  and  Rick  Pany,  who 
ptw  over  at  the  end  of  this 
season,  both  appreciated  yes¬ 
terday  the  glow  of  the  past 
and  the  great  challenges  that 
tie  ahead. 

Liverpool  one  fervently 
hopes,  can  be  challengers 
again,  can  bring  off  die  small 
mirade  of  retaining  humility 
while  striving  for  tiie  hard¬ 
ness  that  modern  football 
seems  to  demand. 

There  will,  next  season,  be 
new  Paisley  Gates,  just  as 
there  are  Sbankly  Gates;  and 
yesterday,  as  past  and  present 
were  linked,  the  former  pay¬ 
ers  standing  inside  those 
gates  did  not  forget  the 
people  outside. 

They  walked  across,  shook 
hands,  signed  autographs, 
and  led  one  elderly  lady 
through  the  gates  to  lay  her 
bouquet  at  the  foot  of  tiie 
statue.  She  read  the  inscrip¬ 
tion:  "Bill  Shankly  1913-1981. 
He  made  the  people  happy." 
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Nineteen  years  after  his  stunning  FA  Cup  debut  with  Chelsea,  Walker  goes  in  search  of  another  scalp  against  Boneham  Wood  tomorrow 

Walker  fortified  for  final  tilt  at  glory 


The  script  was  faithful  to 
the  character.  Out  of 
work,  almost  out  of 
mind,  Clive  Walker  was 
tempted  to  revive  his  aban¬ 
doned  playing  career  at  Chel¬ 
tenham  Town  and,  within  a 
week,  scored  the  goal  that  put 
the  Vauxhall  Conference  side 
into  the  second  round  of  the 
FA  Cup. 

Walker  has  scored  goals  all 
his  eventful  footballing  life,  ail 
24  years  of  it  Now,  aged  40,  he 
looks  more  relieved  than  sur¬ 
prised  to  be  involved  in  one 
more  Cup  fantasy,  a  reunion 
with  his  former  Chelsea  strik¬ 
ing  parmer,  Kerry  Dixon,  who 
will  be  in  the  Borehaxn  Wood 
side  that  cranes  to  Whaddon 
Road  tomorrow  to  contest  a 
third-round  place. 

Relaxing  this  week  before  a 
frosty  training  night  Walker 
cheerfully  wondered  aloud  if 
he  would  be  the  oldest  player 


Alan  Lee  meets  the  veteran  forward  hoping  that  Cheltenham 
Town  can  provide  the  stage  for  one  more  great  Cup  advenutre 
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in  the  second  round.  There  is 
an  dement  of  pride  to  his 
longevity,  a  genuine  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  ribbing  that  comes 
with  being  twice  as  old  as  most 
of  his  team-mates.  “People  ask 
me  why  I'm  still  playing.  L  ask 
why  not."  he  said. 

It  is  19  years  since  he  made 
his  FA  Cup  debut,  and  at  a 
somewhat  more  elevated  kvd 
than  he  will  experience  this 
week.  Liverpool  the  European 
champions,  were  expected  to 
win  at  Stamford  Bridge,  but 
Chelsea  beat  them  4-2  and 
Walker.  21.  scored  twice. 

Slim,  speedy  and  with  a 
mane  long  since  vanished. 
Walker  was  always  an  excit¬ 
ing  talent  on  the  left  flank. 
Brought  up  in  Oxford,  he  had 
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played  for  England  School- 
beys  alongside  Ray  Wifldns. 
Then,  at  16,  they  both  became 
apprentices  at  Chelsea. 

Walker  spent  11  years  at 
Stamford  Bridge  and  resents 
the  suspicion  that  he  was  a 
rebel.  “I  suppose  we  were  the 
second  generation  King’s 
Road  set,”  he  said.  “We  want¬ 
ed  to  be  like  Alan  Hudson  and 
Peter  Osgood  but  we  never 
quite  made  it.  we  were  always 
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TODAY'S  FIXTURES 
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in  their  shadows.”  A  move  to 
Sunderland  in  1984  showed 
that  Walker  had  not  lost  the 
art  of  headline-grabbing.  His 
new  dub  drew  Chelsea  In  a 
League  Cup  semi-final  and 
Walker  taunted  the  Stamford 
Bridge  crowd  with  two  goals. 
It  was  all  too  much  for  one 
Chelsea  fan.  a  bricklayer,  who 
spent  the  night  in  a  cefl  after 
running  on  the  pitch  to  attack 
Walker. 

He  missed  a  penalty  in  the 
Wembley  final  —  inevitably, 
he  was  the  first  to  do  so  —  but 
he  was  destined  to  return. 
After  spells  at  Queens  Park 
Rangers.  Fulham  and  Brigh¬ 
ton.  he  moved  to  football's 
twilight  rone,  soni-profcssion- 
al  with  Woking.  It  was  hardly 
a  quiet  life,  though. 

Woking  won  the  FA  Trophy 
at  Wembley  three  times  in  four 
years  and,  last  season,  they 
embarked  on  a  stirring  FA 
Cup  run,  beating  MiHwall  and 
Cambridge  United  before  tak¬ 
ing  Coventry  CSty  to  a  replay. 
Walker  scored  in  each  round. 

“It  went  wrong  at  Woking 
after  that,  for  a  variety  erf 
reasons."  he  said  with  evident 
sadness.  “It  had  been  a  good 
time  for  me  there  and  I  found 
it  hard  to  think  of  playing  for 


anyone  else,  so  although  I  did 
the  pre-season  training  this 
year  and  played  friendlies  for 
a  few  different  teams,  I  didn’t 
have  a  dub.  I  wasn't  sure  if  I'd 
retired  or  noL" 

Brentford  solved  his  dilem¬ 
ma  by  making  him  assistant 
manager,  but  the  job  lasted 
only  J1  weeks  before  he 
crossed  with  Micky  Adams  in 
football’s  eternal  revolving 
door.  “I  wasn't  given  a  chance, 
so  it  hasnT  put  me  off  manage¬ 
ment,  but  if  I  do  zt  again,  be  it 
in  six  months  or  six  years,  I'd 
like  the  authority  to  be  making 
my  own  decisions, "  he  said. 

The  limbo  that  followed 
dismissal  was  short¬ 
lived.  “In  the  next  two 
days  I  had  four  or  five  clubs  on 
the  phone,  asking  me  to  play." 
One  such  call  was  from  Steve 
CotterilL  the  Cheltenham 
manager.  “I  had  a  few  months 
at  Brighton  with  Clive  and 
knew  he  would  be  good  for 
us."  Cotterfl]  said.  “He  was 
sacked  on  the  Wednesday,  I 
phoned  him  on  the  Thursday 
and  he  signed  on  the  Friday." 

A  week  later.  Walker  scored 
tiie  winner  against  Tiverton 
Town,  another  Cup  run  under 
way.  “I  never  really  got  to 
grips  with  not  playina"  he 
said.  “Perhaps  I  hadn’t 
mourned  it.  hadn't  really  ac¬ 
cepted  I  should  retire."  Per¬ 
haps  he  never  wflL 


“Whafs  the  best  way  to 
travel  on  the  Internet?” 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY 


Travel-weary  champions  intent  Redheads  rule  the  roost 

on  basking  in  Indian  summer 
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The  England  cricketers 
touched  down  in  Delhi 
on  Wednesday  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  the  opening  ceremony 
°f  the  sixth  women’s  World 
Gip  today.  High  spirits  are 
matched  by  high  hopes,  but 
the  defence  of  their  crown, 
won  so  gloriously  at  Lord’s 
four  years  ago,  might  depend 
as  much  on  their  diplomatic 
dulls  as  their  ability. 

Karen  Smithies.  28,  wants  to 
be  the  first  captain  to  make  a 
successful  defence  of  the  tro¬ 
phy,  but  her  initial  task  may 
-  be  to  lead  England  in  mutiny. 
The  latest  itinerary  expects 
England  to  travel  nine  hours 
by  tram  from  Hyderabad  to 
Vijayawada,  arrive  at  6am 
and,  three  hours  laier,  play  a 
match  against  Pakistan. 

First-class  rail  travel  in  !n- 
dia,  as  I  remember  from  the 
Young  England  tour  of  1981,  ai 
least  ensures  a  seat  and  a 
blanket  In  the  other  carriages, 
locals  squeeze  shoulder  to 
shoulder.  The  alien  landscape 
for  the  touring  team,  taking  in 
temples,  poverty  and  disease, 
will  induce  both  a  sense  of 
wonder  and  dislocation. 

Megan  Lear,  the  England 
coach,  played  in  the  second 
World  Cup.  staged  in  India  in 
1979.  "This  itinerary  is  much 
more  demanding."  she  said. 
"IWenty  years  ago  we  played 
five  games  in  five  weeks.  We're 
not  yet  sure  of  these  arrange¬ 
ments  but,  dearly,  that  over¬ 
night  journey  and  match 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  any 
international  team.  We  hope 
to  get  it  ironed  out  when  ihe 
captains  and  coaches  meet  at 
the  opening  ceremony.” 

The  well-documented 
organisational  difficulties  of 
the  men’s  Work!  Cup.  staged 
in  India.  Pakistan  and  Sri 
i-anlca  in  1996.  serve  as  a 
warning  of  what  might  lie 
ahead.  Although  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  enthusiasm  for  this 
tournament,  the  huge  com¬ 
mercial  need  to  get  things 
right  for  a  vast  television 
audience  do  not  exist.  The 
women  will  need  patience  and 
fortitude  to  resist  the  more 
outlandish  travel  demands. 

At  least  this  crop  of  players 
knows  what  to  expect.  Eleven 
of  the  14  toured  India  in  1995. 
Smithies  said  that  it  was  not  a 
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England  must  learn 
to  adapt  if  they  are 
to  mount  a  successful 
defence  of  the 
women’s  World  Cup 


happy  trip.  "The  cricket  was 
OK  but  the  rest  was  awful," 
she  said.  “India  tests  everyone 
and  filings  spiralled  ait  of 
control.  What*s  important  is 
that  we  all  learnt  from  that" 
Certainly  the  squad  is  uni¬ 
ted  and  profession  aL  Voda¬ 
fone’s  sponsorship,  secured  in 
time  for  the  victorious  series 
against  South  Africa  last  sum¬ 
mer.  has  meant  that  at  last  die 
players  have  not  had  to  pay  for 
die  privilege  of  pulling  on  an 
England  sweater.  Lottery 
grants  have  helped  prepara¬ 
tions  off  the  |»tch  and  ooaches 
such  as  Dermot  Reeve,  Mike 
Gafting  and  Geoff  Arnold 
have  lifted  standards  on  it 
Smithies  thinks  that  it  might 
make  the  difference.  “These 
guys  want  us  to  do  well  and 
that  gives  us  a  boost"  she  said. 
"Dermot  Reeve  has  been  great 
for  me  because,  tactically,  he 
knows  all  the  little  intricacies 
that  I  wouldn't  have  thought 
of.  He  gets  us  to  fry  things;  the 
reverse  sweep,  the  paddle, 
anything  to  put  the  ball  where 
there's  a  gap.  It  doesn’t  matter 
whether  it  looks  elegant,  it's 
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Smithies,  left,  and  her  England  team  get  in  some  last-minute  practice  before  departing 


about  getting  runs  on  the 
board." 

Although  England  have 
Australia  in  their  group,  they 
should  make  enough  runs 
against  South  Africa,  Ireland, 
Denmark  and  Pakistan  to 
qualify  for  the  semi-final,  on 
Christmas  Eve.  New  Zealand 
are  joint  favourites  with  Eng¬ 
land,  bur  India,  in  from  of 
40.000  partisan  supporters 
and  playing  on  sun-baked 
wickets  that  suit  their  gifted 


spin  bowlers,  will  also  be  a 
threat 

Smithies  does  not  care  who 
steps  forward  to  challenge  as 
long  as  England  are  in  file 
final,  in  Calcutta  on  December 
29.  She  is  not  ready  to  be  called 
a  Spice  Girl  —  she  hates  curry 
and  knows  that  Christmas 
without  her  husband.  Dean, 
will  be  difficult  —  but  she  is 
singlerainded.  “It's  a  big 
wrmch,  but  this  is  the  World 
Cup  mid  we  are  defending 


ATHLETICS:  McKIERNAN,  McCOLGAN  AND  SUZUKI  HEAD  STRONG  UNE-UP  FOR  PRESTIGIOUS  LONDON  EVENT 


Women  set  sights  on  a  marathon  effort 


By  John  Goodbody 

A  NEW  women’s  world  record  is  a 
distinct  possibility  at  file  1998  Flora 
London  Marathon  with  the  announce¬ 
ment  yesterday  that  several  outstand¬ 
ing  internationals  will  be  running. 

Catberina  McKieman.  of  Ireland, 
who  made  the  fastest  debut  at  a 
marathon  with  2hr  23  min  44sec  last 
September,  will  take  part  along  with 
Hiromi  Suzuki,  the  1997  world  cham¬ 
pion  from  Japan,  and  Iiz  McColgan, 
Britain's  most  successful  female  dis¬ 


tance  runner.  The  world  record  is  2hr 
2!min  06sec  set  on  the  London  course 
by  Ingrid  Kristiansen,  of  Norway,  in 
1985.  and  McKieman  would  cam 
about  £128,000  if  she  bettered  that 
time. 

However.  McKieman,  28.  said  yes¬ 
terday:  "The  money  does  not  make 
you  ran  any  faster.  At  some  stage  I 
believe  I  could  beat  that  tune,  but  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  will  be  in  London. 
There  are  still  four  months  to  go  and  it 
depends  how  well  prepared  I  am." 

McKieman  said  that  file  Berlin 


marathon  last  September  was  “easier 
than  I  expected  and  I  think  1  could  run 
a  lot  fastin'.  Joe  Doonan,  her  coach, 
said  yesterday  the  world  mark  could 
be  under  threat  if  there  were  “three  or 
four  people  in  the  field  capable  of 
doing  it.  all  believing  that  they  can 
win.  One  doubts  if  it  is  possible  to  set  a 
world  record,  by  just  having  a  pace¬ 
maker  for  some  of  the  race." 

Unlike  some  marathons,  the 
London  Marathon  no  longer  mixes  its 
elite  men  and  women’s  fields,  as  it  did 
when  Kristiansen  took  part  The 


TENNIS 


leading  women  can  no  longer  be 
paced  by  men  as  they  are  in  many 
other  international  dty  events. 

The  elite  women  now  start  30 
minutes  before  the  men  in  the  London 
Marathon  after  organisers  decided  to 
make  more  of  a  feature  of  the  women's 
event  The  marathon  is  stiD  growing  in 
popularity  with  the  public.  A  record 
100,000  have  applied  to  ran  in  the 
event,  to  be  held  on  April  26,  but 
55.000  of  them  will  be  told  this  month 
that  their  applications  were 
unsuccessful. 


Rusedski  blames  injury 
for  surprise  withdrawal 

By  Julian  Muscat,  tennis  correspondent 


THE  late  withdrawal  of  a 
leading  name  from  a  tourna¬ 
ment  is  nothing  new  to  tennis, 
but  Greg  Rusedski's  absence 
from  the  Albert  Hall  doubles 
championship  yesterday  left 
something  of  a  sour  taste. 
Rusedski  pulled  out  of  the 
exhibition  event  in  London 
even  though  he  had  been 
practising  hard  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  —  and  has  scheduled  a 
further  session  today. 

Rusedski  felt  that  the  injury 
to  his  lower  back,  which  he 
sustained  in  Hanover,  could 
not  be  risked  in  a  light-hearted 
doubles  match.  The  wonder  is 
that  he  completed  a  two-hour 
practice  session  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  90  minutes  yesterday 
morning,  when  he  looked 
untroubled.  The  detail  was 
greeted  with  no  little  astonish¬ 
ment  by  the  tournament  or¬ 
ganisers,  who  were  inti  tally 
alerted  to  Rusedski'S  back 
problem  three  days  ago. 

More  than  20,000  tickets 
have  been  sold  for  an  event 
that  marks  the  return  of  tennis 
to  the  Albert  Hall  after  a 
decade’s  absence.  Rusedski 
and  Tun  Henman  were  re¬ 
cruited  to  add  substance  to  die 
Seniors  Tour  of  Champions, 
which  indudes  John  McEnroe 
and  Bjorn  Borg.  Although 
they  are  the  main  attractions. 
Rusedskis  expected  presence 
is  bound  to  have  helped  ticket 
sales.  In  his  absence. 
Henman,  neatly  capturing  the 
spirit  of  the  occasion,  teamed 
up  with  his  coach.  David 
Frigate,  to  beat  peter  McNa¬ 
mara  and  John  Lloyd. 

Peter  Worth,  the  tourna¬ 
ment  chairman,  said  of 
Rusedski’s  withdrawal:  “We 


are  very  disappointed  to  learn 
that  he  is  injured.  We  have 
heard  that  he  has  been  practis¬ 
ing  hard.  We  do  find  it 
peculiar  that  the  morning 
after  pulling  out,  he  has 
apparently  been  hitting  the 
tell  hard  and  that  he  was 
serving  well  on  Wednesday." 

Tony  Pickard,  Rusedski's 
coach,  maintained  that  the 
player’s  back  is  prone  to 
locking  up  —  and  not  neces¬ 
sarily  while  hitting  file  balL 
"He  has  been  in  a  mess  for  two 
days,"  Pickard  said.  “You  cant 
confidently  go  into  a  match,  no 
matter  how  light-hearted,  in 
fiiis  situation.  It  is  better  not  to 
play  at  all  then  to  pull  out  after 
20  minutes.  He  needs  to  get 
into  shape  for  the  start  of  next 
year.  It  is  not  a  con." 

A  spate  of  injuries  has 
plagued  the  concluding  weeks 
of  the  season.  Although  fiiis 
tournament  is  anything  but 
significant.  Rusedski’s  with¬ 
drawal  underlined  once  again 
just  how  much  fans  are  bring 


short-changed.  If  injuries  in 
all  sports  are  inevitable,  with¬ 
drawals  or  unfinished  match¬ 
es  have  became  an  all-too- 
common  occurrence  in  tennis. 

The  issue  of  mistreating  the 
game's  fan-base  was  ampli¬ 
fied  by  Henri  Leconte,  who 
opened  the  seniors  tourna¬ 
ment  with  a  6-3,  6-2  victory 
over  Johan  Kriek.  Leconte, 
still  one  of  the  more  charis¬ 
matic  performers,  said  of 
present-day  players:  They 
need  to  understand  that  if  they 
don't  work  together  to  pay 
more  attention  to  the  crowd 
and  the  kids,  file  game  will  go 
down  quickly  in  the  next  five 
or  six  years." 

Borg  and  McEnroe  play 
today  and  both  testify  that  the 
chemistiy  triggered  by  the 
right  of  the  other  across  the  net 
remains  strong-  It  should  cer¬ 
tainly  be  an  occasion  to  re¬ 
member.  McEnroe,  complete 
with  his  tantrums  of  old, 
warmed  up  by  beating 
Gufilermo  Vilas  6-3. 6-3. 


Red  Hair  Day  • 

BBC  l,  from  9JOOam 

For  no  reason,  though  it  is  asptffmg  idea.'  fife  BBC. 

has  decided  thafit  is  time  to’celebrate  red  hair. 
Accordingly  most  erf  the  regular  daytime 
programmes  feature  redheads,  in  their  line-ups, 
starting  with  two  brother-ate-sstertEamsin  Can't 
Cook,  Won't  Cook.  The  thane  continues  jn  Style ' 
Challenge,  presented  fay  the  auburn  Shauna 
Lowry  and  featuring  a  redhead  who  wants  to  make 
more  of  it  and  a  Tnousy"  who  would  like  to  turn 
her  hair  scarlet.  Jane  Asher  displays  her  russet 
locks  at  Good  £nwi&  while  the  Call  My  Bluff 
guests  an? :  Steve  Davis.  Rub  Lenska,  Dr  Phil 
Hammond  and  Isia  Blair.  Even  the  weather  gets 
the  treatment,  courtesy- of -  the  fUme-haired 
forecaster  lsobe!  Lang.  There  ,  is  one  notable 
absentee,  though  after  his  recent  faUfog-out  with 
the  Beeb  file  non-appearance  on  Bed  Hair  Day  of 
copper-pcrb  Chris  Evteitfris  unsurprising. 

War  Walks 

BBC2,8Wpm  ... 

Richard  Hoboes  may  be  a  military  historian  but 
not  for  [he  first  time  in  this  series  he  is  excellent  on 
the  political  background  against  which  his ' 
featured  battle  was  fought  The  conflict  an  the 
River  Bayne  in  1690  between,  die  forces  of  die 
Protestant  William  Til  . and  the  Catholic  James' II 
has  become*  a  seminal  event  in  the  story  of  Irish 
Protestantism  as '  the  July  marching  reason 
continues  to  demonstrate.  After  Holmes’S  inform-- 
alive  film  there  can  be  no  excuse  for  not  under- 


that  King  Billy  was  a  pockmarked  asthmatic  with 
no  real  interest  in  Ireland.  Furthermore,  if  a 
Jacobite  musketeer  had  been  a  shade  more 
accurate  at  the  start  of  the  battle  the  course  of  Irish 
history  could  have  been  very  different. 

Blind  Men 

[TV,  830pm.  .  ;; 

The  third  episode  of  “Chris  England’s  sitcom 
confirms  the  evidence  of  the  first,  that  this  is  an 
amiable,  unchallengfng  show  which  breaks  no 
comedy  moulds  bat  slips  down  easily  thanks  to  its 
fivtfy  pace  and  deft  plotting.  To  have  a  plot  at  afl 


bedheads  haw  more  ftm  {BBCIfrara9afl^ 


5arrs!Ptr.s3P ffg 

premise  England  taikfe  fruitfully.  Wastfoga  gqpd 
Sunday  rooming  una sflfr 

men's  partners  and  meaxitestnsmbecnmffbraa . 

by  obstacles  such  as  road  wonts  ana  a  frame  cop 
on  the  lookout  forspeedirtg  vdna«.'.  . 

The  Wogan  Years  - 

’ BBC1.  iO'JOprn  (not Scotland)  •: 

Bette  Davis’s  appearance  on  file  Terry 'Wogan 
show  was  doubly  notable.  In  die  first  place  she 
refused  to  be  bashful  about  her  age  and  go*  a 
thunderous  round  of  applause  for  revealing  flat 
she  was  79.  She  also  made  no  pretence  abort  the 
reason  for  coming  on  the  programme  which  was 
to  plug  her  latest  book,  wogan  affected  nuid 
outrage  at  such  naked  sateswcananship  but  why 
should  he?  Probably  85  per  cent  of  his  guests  were 
there  to  plug  something  and  few  dad  so  .with 
Davis’*  candour.  These  latest  pickings  from  7h 
years  of  Wogan  also  indude  what  is  dairaed  to  be 
3.11 _ _ _ — A  iMirfKtmminn  wmrtwttng  rinnlp 


the  longest  and  louaest  ovanoc  accoraeo  id  a  single 
guest  And  who  could  this  superstar  be?  Sorry,  tet 
you  will  have  to  tune  in  and  find  out.  though it  does 
mean  having  to  sit  ,  through.  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor  and 
some  cote  child  stars.  Pieter  Waymaifc 
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champions,"  she  said.  That 
outwrighs  everything.” 

Lear  believes  that  England 
have  file  potential  to  triumph 
if  the  players  can  adapt  “It 
wifl  be  tough  to  be  away  at  this 
time  of  year,”  she  said. 
“Christmas  isn’t  celebrated 
there  so  they  took  a  .  bit 
bemused  when  you're  sitting 
in  your  paper  hats.  We’ve  all 
■  bought  each  other  little 
prerents  and  if  were  in  file 
final  that  will  be  enough." 


Performance  on  3  (Soundteg  the  Century) 

Radio  3,730pm 

The  coming  festive  season  will  riot  of  course : 
remain  as  uplifting  and  tat-free  as  this 
performance  by  the  BBC  Singers  from  Ely 
Cathedral,  a  statement  I  make  with  confidence 
even  though  it  is  no  more  than  a  prediction  given 
that  fiiis  is  a  live  concert- The  Singes  are  one  of  the 
more  compelling  reasons  to  think  that  the  licence 
fee  is  one  of  fife's  better  bargains.  Their  concert, 
with  the  Britten  Sinforoa,  is  a  portrait  of  St 
Nicholas,  whose  feast  day  is  celebrated  tomorrow. 
The  evening  indudes  Benjamin  Britten'S  St 
Nicolas  Cantata  and  Haydn's  Mass  in  G  Minor, 
which  the  composer  dedicated,  to  St  Nidnlas.  who 
is  also  the  subject  of  the  interval  talk,  given  by  Gill 

Pyrah,  at  8.10. 


6J0n  Kevin  Greening  and  Zbe  Bafl  IL00  Stan  Mayo  12JXI 
JoWvtey  Inductee  12J0pn  NewSbeat  ZOO  Marie  Radctoe 
ejto  Dove  Pearce  MS  Novsbeat  8.00  Pete  Tong:  Essential 
Selection  MO  Judge  Jutes  11.00  Westwood:  Redo  V  Rap 
Show  2JMtem  One  in  the  Jungte  4j00  Cherite  Jordan 


SjOOhb  Sarah  Kennedy  7  JO  Woke  Up  to  Wogan  9  JO  Ken 
Biuce  11  JO  Jimmy  Young  1.30pm  Pam  Rhodes  3J10  Ed 
Stewart  5.05  John  Dunn  7.00  Hubert  Gragg  730  Friday  Night 
is  Music  Night  Roderick  Owfc  conduct!  the  BBC  Orchestra^ 
led  by  Martin  Lovaday  9.15  Kae  530  listen  to  the  Bend  1000 
TbeArtt  Programme  12J0Setf€ftariasNove4J)0LalaShaana ' 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


SjOOam  The  Breakfast  Programme  OlOO  Nicky  CampbeS  1Z00 
Mddaywtth  Mak2jOQpmFfaacoaanRve400NatiarMideviflh 
JuSen  Wonicfcer  7J»  News  Bare  with  Amie  Webster  7 .30  Alan 
Green's  Sportstalk  530  Friday  Sport.  Presented  by  David 
Oates  WLOO  Paper  Tele  with  Brian  Alexander  end  Jay  Rayner 
tuoo  News  Extra  12.00  Altar  Hours  tOOem  Up  AlMghtwOh 
Rfchard  Dalyn 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


5JXtem  Jeremy  Clark.  7.00  Lynn  Paraans  10 M  (FM)  FtaUn . 
Banks  (AM)  Graham  Dana  1  .00pm  (HQ  Mck  Abbot  (MW) 
Picky  Home  400  Russ  Yi*  Jono  7JJ0  (FW)  Pad  Coyte  (AM) 
Cate*!  Jones  10JW  Mark  Forest  2JOOam  Rfchatd  Pcrtar 


TALK  RADIO 


OJOera  BO  Overton  and  Carol  McGIBeo  9l00  Scott  CKahokn 
1200  Lorraine  KaSy  2JI0pm  Tommy  Boyd  4j00  Pater  Deetey 
7.00  Maz  Dee's  Sportszone  iojOO  Mte  Alan  1.00am  Mira 
Dlcktn 


6-00am  On  Air,  with  Stephanie  Hughes.  Indudes 
Mozart  (Exsuftate,  Jubilate);  Debussy  (Danse 
Sacrtie  et  Danse  Profane):  Gershwin  (Overtire 
Strfce  Up  the  Band);  Mozart  (Obo  Quartet  in  F); 
Mendelssohn  (Overture  The  Hebrides,  Fungal's 
Cave);  Stravinsky  (Sufte  Petrushka) .  . 

9.00  Monitog  Collection,  with  Peter  Hobday. 

Wagenaar  (Overture  Twelfth  Night);  Schumann 
(Piano  Quartet  ii  E  fid);  Schubert  (An  den  Mend); 
Boiocfirv  (Overture  Danoe  of  foe  Pofcwtstan 
Maidens.  Prince  Igor) 

KLOO  Musical  Encounter*,  with  Chris  Wines.  Chopin 
(Polonaise  in  B  flat  minor,  Op  posih);  Vtakfl 
(Concerto  In  G  minor  tor  two  cellos):  Mozart  (Ach, 
-  Ich  Ftihl's,  Dte  Zauberflflte);  Troetschel  (De  .  . 
Protundfe);  Busoni  (Piano  Concerto) 

12.00  Composer  of  the  Week;  Cote  Porter 
1.00pm  RacBo  3  Lonctatme  Concert  Roderick 
wafiams,^ baritone.  D&vidWfetfiam,  piano.. 
Includes  Poulenc  (LaTrevafi  du  Prantre);  IreJwid 
(During  Music);  Lora  Berners  fThme.  Songs  bi  the 
Gennan  Marmen  Red  Roses  and  Red  Noses) ; 
Britten  (A  Poison  Tree);  Wolf  (Gentafisch  Trefaen, 
Goethe-Lteder;  Dass  Doch  Gomafi);  Uszt  (Am  . 
Rhein);  Vftrif  (Auf  ein  ates  B»d);  Schubert  fre  Bid. 
SchwanengBsang);  Wolf  (Der  Feuerrefter,  Mfirike 
Lteder) 

2.00  The  BBC  Archive.  A  setecdon  of  Schubert 
edSons  of  chamber  music,  wfth  string  quartets 
recorded  by  the  Meios  Quartet 
4^0  Music  RMtorad.  The  FtewKam  QuertM 
•  performs  Haydn  (String  Cteartet  In  D) 


5^«im(LW)  Shipping  Foreamt  6JJ0  News  Briefing 

-  6.10  Fanning  Today  BOS  Prayer  for  the  Day  6J30 
.  Today  640  Yesterday  in  Parliament  &6B  Waefher 

9u00  News  9l06  Desert  lahmd  Dtsce.  Sue  lenMe/a 

-  castaway  b  Loyd  Grossman  (r) . 

145  F—dbecfc,  wftn  Chris  DunWtey 

KU»  (L«n  An  Act  of  Worahip 
10.00  (FM)  News;  LeTe  Dencsl  An  e^ptonation  at  ■ 
pvty-going  since  the  Edwarcfian  era  (3/4)  .  . 

10,1  S  (LVll)  On  TMs  Day,  with  Geoffrey  Wheeler 
1(t30  Woman's  Hour.  An  ecBOon  from  Wafas 
■  Introduced  by  G^  Fotey  ■ 

11J0  The  Natural  Mstocy  Programme  Presented  by . 
Joanna  Ptnnock .. 

12M  News;  You  and  Youra.  Consumer  news  arts 
.  current  crifaira  with  Mark  Whitaker 
laaspim  The  Pood  Programme.  Darek  Cooper 

present*  another  In-depth  fook  at  the  Pood  aid. 
catering  tedustrfag  12^5  Weaker 
1 The  W«W  at  One,  wfth-Nfck  Cfori®  " 

1  AO  The  Archere  (r)  1J6  Stodna  Forecast 
ZOO  News;  Classic  Sertah  WaraStd  Peace.  Leo 
Totsto/s  epic,  dramatised  by  Marcy  Kahan  and 
Mte  Walker.  With  Leo  McKern  (3/1g)  (t) 

100  Th*  Afternoon  SHK  with  LamTnlw-  ■ 

'  4kOQ  Meere  4j05  KeleMoneope.-Hm  Menow  raporta 
from  Amsterdam  on  the  changing  face  of  foe 
cfly1  a  ait  museums.  Plus  an  intBMBW  with  the 
Turner  Prize  wmner  »xf  foe  Hsh  band  Oerirish 
□fay  Bva  in  the  stuefio 

445  short  Stay:  The  Exeeu&on*  by  De^fone  Glazer, 
read  by  Panda  Hodge  (r)  - ' 
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Law  in  Action  -r 

Radio 4,1150pm-. 

The  Government  is  about  to  pubfisfa  proposals 
relating  to  flic  treatment,  and  especially  fiv 
protection,  of  people  who,  through  ifiiwss,  can  no 
tonger  make  randamental  decisions  about  their 
own  fives.  The  commonest  occurrence  of  this 
relates  to  people  with  Alzheimeifs  but  it  also  arises 
in- much  younger  people  with  a  wide  variety  of 
condftians  fiat  have  consequences  for  the  mental 
condition  of  the  sufferer.  There  are  obvious  rides 
that  people  could  be  exploited  by  those  around 
than  and  in  tanighf*  mam  report  by  Dinah 
inmnwitum.  Ltoo  in  Action  asks  how  best  British 
law  can.be  modernised  to  deal  with  the  mental 
incapacity  that  can  fane  people  unfit  ^ even  to  ran  a 
bank  account.  Peter  Barnard 
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ajam  Nowaday  6.1*  Europe  Today  7jOO  Nows  7.15  Ofilho 
Shatf  TJO  Music  Rovtaw  SlO»Now&  &1t>Paum  toTThougW 
8.1S  Washvay  BJO  John  Pool  &00  Nows;  Non  n  tfamv 
(648  orb)  MS  Wbrkl  Business  Report  9.15  CMdten  in' 
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Report  Sj(8  Spoils  RoandupCJOO  Nwradiwk  MlFoasOi 
Faith;  News  in  Gennan  (&4Sorty)  7X0^  Nava  7^01  Quttoak 
7J25  Pause  for  Thought  7 JO  .Mufatradc  /Otema&wB  8.00 
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Wortd  Today  10j45  Spans  Roundup  IIjOO  News  TUB 
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PoStics  X00  News  X05  World  Business  R^xsf  3.15  Sports 
Roundup  X30  Sdence  h  Action  AjOO  Nawsdesk  4J0  The 
Wortd  Tod^r  4^5  Off  the  Shalt  5JOO  Nowsday  8.»Outkx* 
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CLASSIC  FM 


anoam  Mck  Baflay.  toefadas  ihe  Morning  March  gj»  Harry 
Kaiy.  Mchaei  Barry's  Ctesric  Recipe  is  tow-fat  Christmas 
puckSng.  Plus  the  Classic  Masterpiece  and  Kefly"s  Oub 
SanMch  UMpm  Listener  Request  Hew  2JU  Concetto 
TchaStovsky  (VtoSn  Concerto  In.  D)  100  Jane  Cock  4L30 
Newsnight  .7410  Smooth  Cbsracs  with  John  Btunring  8JJ0 
Evening  Concert  Brahms  (Tragic  Overtuv);  Handel  (Water 
MnicSiAeNo  1  in  F);  Mozart  (Ave  Vetum  Corpus);  Warier 
(Segfried  Uyl);  Besfooven  (Symphony  No  7  in  A)  1000; 
Mfahaal  Mapptn2JXtaoi Concerto  (r)4J>0Saly  Peteraon  -  " 


.  4AS  Muefc  Machine,  Verity  Sharp 
•'  SjOObi  Tune,  wtth  Sean  Rafferty.. . 

7 JO  Performance  on  Three  CSoterdlnu  the 

CenUny).  BBC  Sngere,  Bntten  Sff*jnia.  under 
NichoJaa  Cteobuy.  See  Choice.  Live  from  Efr  : 
Cathedral.  Includes  Britten  ^Young  ApoflcA'WSh 
HeleriCtayford.  pfaha;  H^dn  (Str-Bchofas  Mass). ' 
*4fo  AMson  SmarVacprano.  Lynette  Atasnttifa,  . 
mezzo-,  Robert  Jchratone,  tenor,  Stuart  Mactatyre. 

•  battone;  Britten  (St  Ntcofas).  with  Kjra  Begtey.  . 
tenor.  Choristers  of  By  Cathedral  '  '  V 

9JB  PoMairafpb  Ashes  end  Phoenixes  (Soundtog 
Ihe  Century).  Stephen  Johnson  concludes  hfa  L 
.  inve8t%BBon  inta  the  changlrm  rrajacat  Ha  fa  -.-  ~ 
postwar Gennaw.  WBh cwitrfoiiione  horn/- 
Woffgang  Sawateth  (S^ 

10L00  Beer  end  Now  (Sounding  the  Cardan).  •.*’ 
Stephen  Pratt  Introduces  a  dual  nefebcaflon— •  tor 
faraw £erc*iB  at-75  and  Lou  Hwriswrat 
BBC PhUhannonic under Charies Bothstei^ . 

.  performs  Lou  Hanfecxi's  Ffew  CcxKSrtb.  vrifo^w 
soloist  Joarra  MacGregor.  Ptus  the  New  London; 

.  Chamber  Oiolr  performs  the  UK  prahiWo'of  - 

JS??tesQ9d^‘^,h®C8,,08D*tt»B8C--- 

Phttamonic  are  featured  in  Xenakis's  •.«.  -s.:i 

tMn&jngen  and  foe  vtoBnla  Siraanne  Statzete# 
iMth  Jufen  .facobsen.  piano,  perform  Hsnfaon*»- 
Grand  Duo 

11^0  Compoaer  of  the  Week:  Massenet  ft)  *  » 
12JOanr  Doctunwitog  the  Blues.  Tho  fast  rfthe 
series  wth  PaJ  OBver  (r)  ’ 

1JX>  Through  the  Night,  with  Donald  Madeotf  .  1- 


SJ6PM,wn>h  Cfare  Engferi  and  Chris  Lowe  K50--  - 

650  9®^  Steftord  presantemom  -. 

■7  Ml  jfeyykqfr  this  weekend  -  -  ’• 

Tho  Archer*  ? 

^  ^  rtroajwrhia  -\ 

^  hear  from  the  week's  BBCifaSo 
and  television 


America,  ty  Albtair  Cooke 

“°  S5lS?^P^f,,Btare:  Urtwnd  MArRogfafi 

1045  — 

1ftAS  a?  B<!>dfonB:  Another  Time.  Another- . 

r^3w of foewKjk^.  ■ 

liM  Stripping  ForecaM  Coo  a*  World  Senfe^L 


Raseddti  had  been  practising  hard  for  the  doubles  event 
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TetevUon  end  rodk,  ltaf!ngs.Ooo>pH<K]  by  Deer,  fa,  ^ 

Gregory  and  John  MoNarmmt  -  \  '  »oe*nary  Smllfi,  Sum  Thoa«on,.Jane 
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Advice  for  the  victims  of  documentaries 


According  lo  Stephen  Torap- 
kmson’S  narration:  “A  thick 
fog  had  descended  upon  the 
port  of  Dover."  Opening  lines 
dont  really .  come  more  exciting 
ihan  that,  do  they?  I  tried  to  work 
.  up'a  hit  of  enthusiasm  —  a  thick 
fog.  eh?  Great  —  but  it  was  no 
good.  For  in  .  truth,  a  thick  fog 
descended  on  the  series  of  Dover 
fTTV)-'  at  the  outset  and  halfway 
thn»gh:sh0W5  no  sign  of  lifting. 
What  chance  can  it  possibly  have 
against  the  combined  fly-on-the- 
wall  might  of  Animal  Hospital 
(BBC)}  and  the  sun  and  squeals  of 
Hofifty  Reps? 

:  My  heart  went  out  to  the  men 
and  women  in  fluorescent  anoraks 
who  must  have  imagined  that  life 
would  somehow  be  different  once 
the' cameras  arrived,  who  must 
have  dreamt  of  their  big  moment 
—  be  it  a  "sorry  mate,  you  cant 
park  here"  or  a  “is  this  your 
vehicle,  siiTr  —  being  watched  by 
ten  million.  But  even  as  I  sympa¬ 


thised;  1  realised  that  for  once  there 
was  something  I  could  do  about  ft. 
I’m  going  into  counselling. 

In  exchange  for  a  relatively 
modest  fee,  I  will  work  with  those 
traumatised  by  a  documentary 
encounter,  helping  them,  eventual¬ 
ly.  to  address  the  big  question: 
“What  happens  when  tile  cameras 
gp  away?"  No  longer  will  impres- 
.  siwiabfe  young  men  and  women 
have  to  go  through'  life  glancing 
nervously  to  the  left,  convinced 
that  there  is  a  video  camera 
mounted  on  fixe  passenger  seat  of 
the  car.  Help  is  at  hand. 

On  the  basis  of  last  nights  triple 
helping,  I  expect  to  be  treating  two 
-categories  of  patients.  The  first  are 
-those  suffering  from  post-docu- 
menlaiy  withdrawal  -(PDW),  a 
relatively  mild  condition  often 
daaracterised  by  a  need  loudly  to 
confide  intimate  secrets  in  public 
places.  After  therapy,  sufferers 
such "  as  Caroline  from  Minorca 
should  no  longer  feel  the  need  to 


rush  off  to  the  nearest  cafe,  face  the 
same  way  as  her  best  friend  and 
shriek  about  her  new  boyfriend. 
Serious  problems,  such  as  convinc¬ 
ing  Caroline  that  she  is  not  on  the 
shelf  at  22,  could  take  longer. 

PDW  therapy  would  also 
include  vets  unable  to  make 
a  diagnosis  without  Rolf 
Harris  being  in  the  room,  sniffer 
dogs  who  wont  work  without  fee 
soenl  of  videotape  in  their  nostrils 
■  and  holiday  reps  still  suffering  the 
consequences  of  ill-advised  swim¬ 
suit  shots.  Anything  mare  serious, 
however,  and  we're  dealing  wife 
the  more  chronic  condition:  PDS, 
post-documentary  shock. 

PDS  sufferers  will  receive  long¬ 
term  care  and  take  part  in  group 
therapy  sessions.  A  typical  group 
might  be  composed  of  a  Royal 
Opera  House  employee,  a  Bath 
rugby  player,  a  member  of  the 
Jockey  Gub  and  anyone  who  has 
ever  answered  a  lonely  hearts  ad 


Matthew 

Bond 


or  got  married  on  television.  It's 
just  such  a  group  that  could 
welcome  Eve's  Mum.  whose  first 
encounter  wife  her  daughter's 
boyfriend  was  so  painfully  cap¬ 
tured  on  camera  last  night  "He’s 
about  your  height.  Eve  —  unusual 
for  you  to  have  a  short  boyfriend." 
To  be  fair,  Eve’s  Mum  looked  quite 
happy  with  that  as  an  opening 
gambit  but  cases  of  delayed  PDS 
are  increasingly  common. 


So  too  are  those  whose  PDS 
condition  is  complicated  by  BHS, 
blobby  head  syndrome.  These 
poor  unfortunates  are  men  (I'm 
afraid  they  are  nearly  always  men) 
who.  for  one  embarrassing  reason 
or  another,  have  to  forgo  their  15 
seconds  of  fame  by  having  their 
feawres  disguised  by  a  poeUated 
blob.  There  were  two  more  candi¬ 
dates  last  night — one  from  Dover, 
one  from  Animal  Hospital  —  but 
they  will  not  be  the  last.  This  could 
have  been  their  one  and  only 
chance  to  be  on  television.  My 
work  will  be  important  Please 
give  generously. 

You  should  give  even  more 
generously  if  you  don’t  want  me  to 
give  away  the  plot  of  ER  (Sky  1). 
No.  come  back,  I  joke,  I  joke.  We 
.may  be  seven  episodes  into  a  series 
that  wont  appear  an  Channel  4 
until  next  year,  but  it  just  so 
happens  feat  last  night's  episode 
was  the  sort  of  episode  I  can  write 
about  without  giving  away  too 


much.  This,  in  short,  was  the 
oddest  episode  of  ER  feat  I  can 
recall  -  not  so  much  ER,  fee 
hospital  series,  more  ER,  fee  road 
movie.  Hot  Californian  desens. 

endless  roads,  twanging  guitars _ 

the  full  genre  disaster.  In  place  of 
Nicolas  Cage  and  Laura  Dem  we 
had  Dr  Ross  (George  Clooney)  and 
Dr  Green  (Anthony  Edwards)  hit¬ 
ting  that  minty  highway.  Green 
put  on  sunglasses  and  tried  to  look 
mean.  Quite  successful  really,  but 
then  he's  a  different  man  in  this 
series.  No  more  Mr  Nice  Guy. 

The  reason  they  were  driving 
across  fee  desen  (and  here  I 
do  have  to  reveal  a  bit  of 
plot)  is  that  Ross’s  father  had  died 
in  a  drink-drive  car  crash,  taking 
his  new  wife  and  a  lorry  driver 
wife  him.  Cue  the  son  of  self- 
indulgent,  sentimental,  soul- 
searching  episode  they  would 
never  dream  of  attempting  on 
Casualty  (always  assuming  they 


had  enough  regulars  left  for  a  bit 
of  soul-searching)  but  on  ER  they 
can  get  away  with.  If  Doug  and 
Mark  want  to  drive  around  in  a 
fin-tailed  gas-gualer  (conveniently 
for  the  director  of  photography, 
this  was  Doug's  principal  legacy) 
and  agonise  about  love  and  father- 
son  relationships,  that  was  fine. 

For  the  two  actors  this  was  a 
chance  for  some  sunshine  and 
fresh  air.  while  for  fee  camera 
operators  it  was  a  break  from  ail 
that  wobbly,  handheld  stuff  feey 
have  to  do  in  the  studio.  And  for 
us?  For  us,  ii  was  a  curious  episode 
that  repaired  much  of  the  damage 
recently  done  to  Doug  and  Mark's 
friendship  (damage  that  I  obvious¬ 
ly  can’t  discuss)  and  finished  wife 
fee  sort  of  magnificently  slushy 
finale  feat  might  have  embar¬ 
rassed  even  Richard  Gere.  As  the 
two  doctors  made  their  way  to  fee 
motel,  a  third  cast  member  ap¬ 
peared  sA  houetted  ai  the  end  of  the 
veranda.  Think  Neil  Sedaka. 
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&0taRl  Businas*  Breakfast  (71327) 

7J0  BBC  Breakfast  News  (T)  (76735) 
9.0°HB  R»d  Hair  Day:  A  series  of 
programmes  celebrating 
redheads  beginning  with  Can't  Cook. 
Won't  Cook  (1421414) 

&2S  Style  Challenge  Making  the  most  of 
russet  locks  (1400921) 

9J»KBroy(T)  (2148211) 

10.30  Good  Living:  Red  Hair  Day  Special:  A 
.mistletoe  chandelier,  instant  pudcBngs 
using  frozen  fruits,  how  to  entice  fee  robin 
into  the  garden  (1925476) 

10.55  The  Realty  Useful  Show  Health  tips  for 
red-heads;  the  Ifrik  between  red  hair  and 
asthma  (8894292) 

11.M  Change  Thai  In  Durham  (3134230) 

11.55  The  Waatiter  Show  (2838360) 

12.00  Nm»  (9664308) 

1205pm  Call  My  Bluff  (2868501) 

1235dve  Us  A  Cbie  (5548389) 

1.00  News  (7)  and  weather  (79872) 

1J0  Regional  News  and  weather  (1 7600230) 

1 A0  Neighbours  (T)  (72924292) 

2.00  Lucy  and  Desk  Before  fee  Laughter 

«(1991)  Biopc  of  showbiz  stars  Ludfe  Bafi 
and  Desi  Amaz.  Directed  by  Charles 
Jarrott  (T)  (81853) 

3J0Pteydaym  (r)  (7974698)  3JB0  Dear  Mr 
Barker  (2387388)  4.05  The  AS  New 
Popeye  Show  (2436360)  4.10  Casper  (T) 
(3589414)  4 .35  Record  Breakers  (T) 
(2856124)  5.00  Newsround  (T)  (5134579) 
5.10  Blue  Peter  (T)  (6563747) 

5.35  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (711501) 

6.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (308) 

6^0  Regional  News  Magazine  (360)  . 

7,00  Weekend  Watchdog  with  Anne 
Robinson  (I)  (1292) 

7M  Top  of  fee  Pops  (T)  (872) 

800  999  Ufesavers  A  ccupte  stranded  at  sea 
with  their  dog  following  an  eqrioftbn 
aboard  a.  yacht;  how. to  sate^ysrdj. 
accident-prone  pets  (?)  (5740) 

830  Only  Fools  and  Horses  Defand  Rodney  _ 
mown  Grandad's  death  (r)  (T)  (6747)  • 
9.00  News  (T)  regional  news  and  weather 
(2389)  '  «- 

&3Q  Hetty  Wabdhrapp  Investigate*  A 
concerned  mother  hires  Hetty  to  find  out 
who  is  staking  her  daughter  just  days 
before  her  wedding  (T)  (686501) 

1020  BOBS  The  Wbgan  Years  with  Bette 
Daws.  John  Cleese  and  Bette 
.  Plus  aliva  performance  by  Stevie 
Wonder  (7) -(352292)  WALES:  1020  For 
One  Night  Only  (895124)  1060  The 
Wogan  Years  (503259)  H.2S  Social 
Action  Week  1997  (852292)  11.30  FILM: 
Greedy  (1994)  (334872)  LZOam  The 
Ponce  in  Conceit  (6008341)  2J20 
Weather  (4203821)  225  BBC  News  24 
10.55  Greedy  (1994) .  Comedy  with  K&fc 
peie  Douglas  as  a  wealthy,  atfing  unde  whose 
BUM  money-grabbing  farrfity  go  to  great 

lengths  to  ensure  they  share  in  his  wffl. 
With  Michael  J  Fox.  Directed  by 
Jonathan  Lynn  (1)  (27380292)  . 

12.40am  The  Poficekt  Concert  from-ISM’ 
(8602322)  -■•••.-  :- 

1 40  Weather  (7556438) 

1  AS  BBC  News  24  (96032) 


VW*oPtu*+  and  ft*  VWao  PfcwCodo* 
The  numbers  next  to  each  TV  proQiamme 
feting  are  Video  PkaGoeta*  numbs*,  which 


video  recorder 
Tap  in 


bating 

daw  you  to 

Instancy  with  a  V4deoPh»+ 
the  Video  PtusCode  for  the 
wfsMo  record.  Vktaoplus+  (~).  ^ 

end  Video  Programmer  are  rrademaitas 
Gamstaff  Dewatopmant  liri.  ' 


SJOOamSocia!  Sciences:  Global  Tourism 
(92308)  6.30  My  Favourite  Things 
(47785) 

7.00  Se*  Hear  Breakfast  News  (T  and 

signing)  (3440698) 

7.l5Tetetubbtes  (r)  (2637698)  7 AO  The 
Penis  of  Penelope  Pltstop  (r)  (8097259) 
.  SAB  Smart  (r)  (T)  (6282476)  8.30 
■William's  Wish  Wefflngtons  (2262679) 
.  ..  8L35 -Wishing  (r)  (B295747).  ■ 

Bl4£  The. Record  (2440196}  9.10  Music 
Makers  (4308327)  U30  Watch  (9956124) 
SAB  Come  Outside  (9951679)  1QJX) 
■  TetetubbleS  (i)  (38037)  10.30  Look  and 
Read  (6519(07)  10l50  The  Art  (6522501) 
11.10  Landmarks  (7)  (9826056)  11.30 
English  FHe" (41 24)  \2JS0  Scene  (14209) 
12L30pm  Working  Lunch  (37211)  1.00  The 
uttle  Polar  Bear  (T)  (33124872)  1.05 
Pingu  (f)  (33123143)  1.10  The  Htetoiy 
Hour.  Adam  Hart-Davtes  explores  the 
history  of.  Jute. .  jam.  journalism  and 
.-conserving  -  documents  in :  Dundee 
(2691650)-  2.10  Going,  Going,  Gone 
(64B74747)  ZAO  News  (T)  (7020766) 
2A5  Tennis:  The  ATP:  Senior  Tour  of 
Champions  Sue  Baker  introduces 
coverage  of  Bjorn  Borg's  best-of-two- 
sete  match  with  John  McEnroe  at- the 
AlbertHall (5160495) 

3.25  News  (T)  (7767394)  3 30  The  Milage  (r) 
(766)  4jOO  Ready  .Steady  Cook  (5Q1) 

'  430  Through  the  Keyhole  (2855495) 
455  Esther:  Circus  Life:  (5234921)  SJ30 
Today's  foe  Day  £Z7) 

OM  The  Simpsons  A  bifoday  gift  gives  Bart 
an  idea  tor  a  practical  joke.  Featuring  fee 
voce  o!  Sting  (0.(1)  (899388) 

6.20 -Star  Trek  (i)  (T)  (208259) . . 

7.15  Electric  Circua  (1 06501 ) 

7J30Earffr  and  Ufa James  Lovelock,  .. 

-  controversial  scientist  and  arigpnator  of 
v  the 'Gaia  hypothesis,  talks  about  Ws 
vision  of  foe  Earth  as  ^  sefoogutating 
•  entity  (T).(414) 


Rtohard  Holmes  in  Belfast  (Spin) 


8.001 


rifl  War  WaOcs  It  Boyne  Richard 
Holmes  visas  fee  site  of  fee 
Battle  of  the  Boyne  in  Ireland,  where 
James  It  was  defeated  by.  William  111  in 
1690  (T)  (8582) 

430  Geoff  Hamilton's  Paradise  Gardens  (r) 
(T)(4389)  ' 

9.00  Shooting  Stars  (ft  (T)  0259] 

1L30  The  Fast  Show  Comedy  sketches  wife 
"  _PauI  Whttshouse,  Charfie.  Hfgson  and 
.  .  Caroline -Aheme  (24747) 

10.00  Have  I  Got  News  for  You  The  guests 
are  Jeff  Green  and  Brian  Sewell  (64768) 
10.30  Newsrilgiit  0)  (477263) 

11.15  The  A  Force  Roy  Diamond  and  Errol 
.  Brown  introduce  the  black  entertainment 
-  showcase  (890853) 

12£5amVR  5  (7)  (7836344) 

1,45Qu«ntuni  Leap  (rj  (3543099) 

230  Weather  (3715900) 


6.00am  GMTV  (2916872) 

9.25  Supermarket  Sweep  (1 426969) 

9J»5  Regional  News  (726221 1) 

10.00  The  Time,  the  Place  (25563)  ! 

10.30  This  Morning  (T)  07754501) 

12L20pm  Regional  News  (9653292)  ■  * 

1230  News  (I)  and  weather  (5567414) 

12^5  The  Fashion  Police  (T)  (5542105)  1.25 
Home  and  Away  (T)  (73888768)  1.50 
Murder,  She  Wrote  (4779563)  2.49 
Cnmestoppers  (7016563) 

.  iso  WALES:  The  Pulse  (T)  (4272501) 

2J50  Yan  Can  Cook:  The  Best  of  CMna  (r) 
(4272501) 

320  News  (T)  (2717899) 

325  Regfonal  News  (7662740) 

320  Jays'  World  (2301969)  3.40  Titch 
(2381 105}  325  Bernard's  Watch  • 
(7971501)  4.15  The  Best  of  Hey  Arnold! 
(3573853)  440  Fun  House  (7340376) 
5.10  A  Country  Practice  (9536785) 

5.40  News  (T)  and  weather  (954389) 

620  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T)  (705476) 

625  Regional  Weather  (607495)  ' 

620  Regional  News  (T)  (376) 

720  Bruce's  Price  Is  Right  (I)  (6360) 

720  Coronation  Street  Natalie  uncovers  the 
.  Street's  best-kept  secret  and  there  is 
trouble  for  the  MaUetts  at  Katie's 
christening  (T)  (940) 

820 The  BIU:  Gaybashing  When  a  man  is 
assaulted  in  a  public  toilet,  Boyden  and 
Quinn  lear  It  may  be  more  than  a  simple 
mugging  (T)  (2306) 


Jeremy  Swfft  as  Graham  (820pm) 


620 


Blind  Men  Sitcom  about  a 
pair  ai  rival  salesmen  who  five 
next  door  to  each  other.  Wife  Jeremy 
Swift  and  Jesse  BirdsaU  (T)  (4143) 

920  Mast  Wanted  Dermal  Mumaghan  and 
Penny  Smith  appeal  lor  public  help  in 
tracking  down  the  killer  of  12-year-okJ 
Thomas  Marshall  (T)  (7327) 

1020  News  at  Ten  (7)  and  weather  (96834) 
1020  Regional  News  (433921) 

1040  Columbo:  Uneasy  Lies  the  Crown  wife 
Peter  Falk  anmd  James  Reed.  The 
dishevelled  detective  is  caDed.  In  to 
.  investigate  when  a  popular  actor  is  found 
murdered.  The  prime  suspect  is  a 
cunning  society  dentist  (r)  (T)  (83507327) 
1220 The  Paul  Ross  Show  (3669728) 

125  Who's  Afraid  at  Virginia  Wooti?  (1966, 
□M  b/w)  wife  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Richard  Burton 
BlOl  and  George  Segal.  Screen  adaptation  of 
Aibee's  play  which  won  five  Oscars 
Inducting  Best  Actress  far  Taylor.  An 
emotionally' disturbed  couple  Hve  out  a 
fantasy  feat  they  have  a  son.  Directed  by 
Mike  Nichols  (81 168728) 

415  Coffins  and  Maconle's  Movie  Club  (r) 
(79236631) 

440  Coach  (74444612) 

5.00  Coronation  Street  (r)  (T)  (20032) 

520  News  (13167) 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except 
1225-125  A  Country  Practice  (5542105) 
220-320  Our  House  (4272501) 
5.10-&40  Shortiand  Street  (95367B5) 
625-7.00  Central  News  (165281) 

10.40  Central  Weekend  Live  (58639037) 
12.15am  Campus  Cops  16355490) 

12A0  The  Paul  Ross  Show  (3648235) 
2.10  The  LADS  (8146070) 

220  Box  Office  America  (1184186) 

3.05  Baywateh  (8865902) 

320  Hotter  Skelter  (9061902) 

420  Central  Jobflnder  *97  (1833148) 
520  Aslan  Eye  (4764709) 


As  HTV  West  except: 
1220pm-1220Jflumfnations  (9653202) 
1225  Home  and  Away  (5542105) 

125  Wtid  About  Devon  (81333209} 
125  Weetcountry  Update  (93285376) 
225420  Blue  Heaters  (1223037) 
5.10-5.40  Home  and  Away  (9536785) 
6.00-7.00  Westeountry  Live  (49056) 


As  HTV  West  except:  ‘ 

1225-125  Shortiand  Street  (5542105) 

120  Perfectly  Pets  (92835835) 

220-320  Highway  to  Heaven  (8158747) 
5.10220  Home  and  Away  (9536785) 
6.00-7.00  Meridian  Tonight  (49056) 

1020  Meridian  News  and  Weather  (457501) 
10w45  Film: The  Nightman  (1991).  Amade-for- 
letevision  erotic  thriller  starring  Joanna 
Kems,  Jenny  Robertson  and  Ted 
Marcoux.  Dsected  by  Chgades  Heud 
(27366476) 

5.00mn  Freescreen  (20032) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

12.19pm  Angfla  Air  Watch  (9672327) 
1225-125  Whafs  My  Lh»?  (5542105) 

120  Backstage  (92835835) 

220-320  Highway  to  Heaven  (8158747) 
5.10*40  Shortiand  Street  (9536785) 

623  Anglia  Weather  (608124) 

625-720  Anglia  News  (165281) 

1029  Anglia  Air  Watch  (856495) 

1020  AngBa  News  and  Weather  (457501) 
1CL45  ram:  The  Nightman  (1 991 ) .  A  made-for- 
television  erotic  thriller  starring  Joanna 
Kems,  Jenny  Robertson  and  Ted 
Marcoux.  Directed  by  Chgaries  HakS 
(27368476) 


Starts;  720am  The  Big  Breakfast  (69495) 
920  Ysgollon  (489872)  1120  SopMa’s  Meat 
Course  (9292)  1220  Sesame  Street  (95747) 
1220pm  Rfdd  Lake  (39679)  1.00  Slot 
Metthrln  (50721766)  1.15  Slot  Syniadau  Safi 
(50710921)  120  Film:  Operation  Pacific 
(62230)  320  Another  Ark  (834)  420  Fffteen- 
to-One  (969)  420  Deals  on  Wheels  (853)  5.00 
5  Pump  (4766)  520  Countdown  (105)  6.00 
Newyckflon  (178308)  6.10  Heno  (547650)  720 
Pobol  y  Cwm  (819563)  725  Y  Ctwb  Rygbi 
(184650)  8.00  Cetn  Gwted  (3650 )  820 
Newyddion  (2785)  9.00  Pawb  a'l  Fam  (5969) 
10.00  Brookalde  (365768)  1025  Friends 
(950747)  11.05  Rory  Bramner  —  Who  Else? 
(380495)  HAS  Crapston  ViRas  (300414) 
1220  TH  Friday  (9064506)  1.05am  Film: 
S*P*Y*S  (708051)  320  Him:  Kid  MilGons 
(710438) 


CHANNEl^^Jgf 


5.45am  Sesame  Street  (64037) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (69495} 

9.00  Schools:  Off  Limits  (1414124)  925 
Schools  at  Work  (3422037)  920  Eureka! 
(T)  (9941292)  9.45  Stop.  Look.  Listen  (T) 
(1928785)  10.02  Lost  Animals  (8486563) 
laiOTVM  m  (9479056)  1025 
Caraidean  (946721 1)  10.40  Top! 
(6528785)  11.00  Scotscapes  (1676476) 
11.15  Stage  One  (T)  (1699327) 

1120  Sophie’s  Meat  Course:  Lamb  (4/6)  (r) 
(T)  (9292)  12.00  Sesame  Street  (95747) 
1220pm  Light  Lunch  (32495) 

120  The  Children's  Hour  (1961 ,  b/w)  Audrey 

n  Hepburn  and  Shirley  MacLaine  star  in  a 
drama  about  two  teachers  whose  lives 
and  careers  are  put  in  jeopardy  by  a  wilful 
pupil  who  spreads  rumours  about  their 
dose  relationship.  Directed  by  William 
Wyler  (T)  (62230) 

320  Garden  Doctors  (r)  (T)  (834]  420 
Ftfteervto-One  (T)  (969)  420  Countdown 
(T)  (2840563)  425  Ricki  Lake  (T) 
(5236369)  520  Pet  Rescue  (T)  (105) 
6.00TFI  Friday  The  guests  include  Chris 
Eubank  and  Jack  Dee  (47698) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (T)  (215969) 

725  The  Political  Slot  (526501) 

8.00  The  Best  of  Collectors*  Lot  Including 
Bifl  Oddie's  Disney  trinkeis  (3/6)  (T) 
(3650) 

820  Brooks Ide  Has  Jufla  found  herself  a  new 
driving  Instructor*?  Lindsey  prepares  for 
fee  final  of  the  singing  contest.  How  have 
Leo  and  Gemma  fared?  (T)  (2785) 

9.00  Friends:  The  One  With  Ross's  Thing 
Phoebe  has  to  choose  between  two  men 
and  Monica's  boyfriend  surprises  her  (I) 
(107143) 

925  Ellen:  Splltsvflta  On  the  eve  of  her 
father's  retirement  party.  Ellen  learns  feat 
her  parents  are  about  to  split  (T)  (90421 1) 


David  Hyde  Pierce  (10pm) 

1020  Frasier:  Are  You  Being  Served?  Niles 
(David  Hyde  Pierce]  is  distraught  when 
Maris  sends  him  divorce  papers  (7) 
(96476) 

1020  Rory  Bramner  —  Who  Else?  (372899) 
11.10  Crapston  Villas  (5/10)  (T)  (349143) 
1125  TH  Friday  (r)  (820691) 

1220am  S*P*Y*S  (1973)  Eltott  Goirid  and 

a  Donald  Sutherland  star  as  two  inept  CIA 
agents  on  a  mission  In  China  Irwin 
Kershner  directs  (752612) 

225  Kid  Millions  (1934,  b/w)  A  musical 
comedy  starring  Eddie  Cantor  as  a 
simple  young  man  who  inherits  a  fortune. 
Roy  Del  Ruth  and  Witty  Pogany  direct 
(863709) 

4.00  Bespoke  (tyw).  An  Oscar-wrnn'mg  short 
about  a  Jewish  clerk  who  dies  but  does 
not  find  eternal  rest.  With  David  Kossoff 
and  Alfie  Bass  (r)  (7524898) 

4.40  Five  Easy  Pizzas  (91650872) 

4A5  Flava  (r)  (79363070) 

5.10  Desire  (2/5)  (r)  (T)  (8292877) 


CHANNEL  5  ON  SATELLITE 
Channel  5  is  now  broadcasting  on 
transponder  No  63  on  the  Astra  Satellite. 
Viewers  with  a  Videocrypt  decoder  will 
be  able  to  receive  the  channel  free  of 
charge.  Frequencies  tor  transponder  No 
63  are  picture:  1022075  GHz;  sound: 
7.02  and  720  MHz 


6.00am  5  News  Early  (4621259) 

720  IWIkshakel  (7901018)  725  Kablam! 

(958621 1)  8.00  Havakazoo  (r)  (3100245) 
820  WideWorfd  The  founding  of  fee  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum  (4550786) 

920  Espresso  Consumer  affairs  magazine 
(7458211)  10.00  Exclusive  (r)  (4813650) 
1020  Was  it  Gcod  lor  You?  (r)  (4655330) 
11.00  Leeza  (3732872)  1120  Double 

Espresso  (90398143)  1220  The  Bold 
and  the  Beautiful  (T)  (8743762)  1220pm 
Family  Affairs  (r)  (T)  (1921308) 

1.00  5  News  Update  (88263698)  1.05  Sunset 
Beach  (T)  (4507230)  2.0 0  5's  Company 
(3719308) 

320 The  Trip  to  Bountiful  (1985)  wife 

m  Geraldine  Page  (in  an  Oscar-winning 
role)  and  John  Heard.  A  drama  about  an 
elderly  widow  who  sets  out  on  a  journey 
of  rediscovery.  Directed  by  Peter 
Masterson  (4692747) 

520  Whtttie  (T)  (4170872) 

6.00 100  Per  Cent  (4177785) 

620  Family  Affairs  Susie  takes  action  to  get 
Holly  and  Tim  together  (7)  (4168037) 
7.00  Name  That  Tune  Music  quiz  wife  Joels 
Holland  (552965Q) 

720  Exclusive  (4157921) 

8.00  Jenny  Eclair  Squats  Last  in  the  comedy 
series  (5545698) 

8205  News  (T)  (5524105) 

9.00  Debra  (1996)  starring  Farrah  Fawcett, 

HRod  Steiger  and  Powers.  Boothe.  The 
story  of  a  woman  of  Sioux  Indian  blood 
who  has  a  compelling  urge  to  return  to 
her  roots.  Ken  Cameron  directs 
(32952056) 

1020  La  Femme  Nikita  Adventures  of  a 
deadly  female  secret  agent  (6831747) 


Michael  McManus  as  Kal  (11.45pm) 

11.45  Lane  The  Dark  Zona  Stories:  I 
Worship  His  Shadow  A  new  series  of 
sci-fi  dramas  w3h  Eva  Habermann  and 
Michael  McManus  (1/4)  (1561 853) 
125am  The  Brother  from  Another  Planet 
(1984)  Joe  Morton  and  Darryl  Edwards 
star  in  this  set-fi  comedy  about  a  Mack 
alien  who  erashiands  in  New  York. 
Directed  by  John  Sayles  (3961650) 

325  Irene  (1940,  b/w)  starring  Anna  Neagle 
and  Ray  Milland.  The  story  of  a  working- 
dass  young  Irishwoman  who  becomes 
the  toast  of  Long  Island.  Directed  by 
Howard  Wilcox  (36529940) 

5.05  Throb  Sitcom  (67596612) 

520 100  Per  Cent  (r)  (7413148) 


SATELLITE  AND  GABLE 


iff 


•  For  further  Usings  see 
Saturday’s  Vision  . 

SKY  1  _ _ 

B.OOWI  Morning  GWvW 
(41698)  lOOOAnoltier  World  (51  re®-11"00 

Days  o»  Our  Lwes  (13230)  t2nq_Ogth 
Winner  (56380)  l.odpcn  Gemttoirat*) 
2JOO  Salty  Jessy  ft***8*1 
Jenny  Jones  (72834)  4J0  OprahVft#qr 
(91969)  MO  Star  Trek'  Wyaga r  (SQ37}  coo 
ShPWbg  WeeMyn3ati*aoMBg»lrvii|m 
ChMren  7.00 The Sttipsons  preS)- 

7  JO 

Sews  (33691)  MO  Te*H  Aanpa 
[247851  1000  Bara  Tme 
Sare  aid  Debver  (27380)  1120  Eteitw- 1 
Voyage/  (92595)  12.00  L&  Sham  07728) 
IJOOam  h  tht  hwJ  W  the  WgH  (57273) 
2JJ0  Lmg  Ptey  <3031631) 

SKY  BOX  OFFICE _ 

Eacn  Hm  costs  £209  per  viewrig 
SCr  20>.  OPPICE  7  Transoomlcf  28j 

TheLangKtraGOMtalfltepB®^ 

SXY  BOX  OfflCE  2  (Transponder  60) 

cmb  taeflM  paa^ 

SKV  BOX  OFFICE  3  jTrarspOfldw  S» 

Courage  UndorT^a  tlSSQ 

St-~r  BOX  OFRCE  2  (TranspanW  SSI 

WcAhI  OoOm  (TBBfi) 

SKY  MOVIES  SCREEN  t  _ 

BJ&arn  lion— teeplng  (t9W) 

(LOO  Honey  Bbl(MOT  (163168721 10.1S 
o— ft  Cer  on.  flra  rv— ty  pwq 
1 1101*7)  HAS:  WBBtirlwr  P*w) 
<542582}  lABpm  P pfefe  Ey*  {«7fl 
(40ESBA  3Ltf  Heritage  oo  ft* 

:  (i«S)  IST&XSSt).  XOO  HKMl— N 
(1887)  (568721  7-BOLHMcraC*— 

H6909I  sdo  otyJtrt  (me/  o—Ma® 

11 JS  After  Oaric  tadeoent  Bebevtoor 
(103)  (43K3T>  iJMtem  -A  ft*—** 
Homed  D— »  (IMS)  ,<SH72T2S)  940 
jZwtel  BeM  SiKBOSti 

SKY  MOVIES  SCREEN  2 

OjOem  The  fteMbl*  Hen  IMmM 
(1040)  CWOBi  SJB  Cefttva 
ngnsi  HLOO  BeumiHier  The 
Eye  Of  Bna  (TMffi.fWTIi  IZOOfl— 

JCm»  saH  (IB*?  31143)  2-OOpn 
J  iZni V.  Hir-dn  (1M3  (16786)  420 
"cmpthm  Uwd  11  BOB)  H2H).  600 


SKY  SPORTS  3 


ra  1451254)  2JB  VBtaga  <*  the  Drarmwi 
(1S»5)  (129877)  4JM  CeM  Peg  Soup 
(19Biq  f72ftP)  MO  Joe  at  the  Khigftxn 
iflfa.  Bad  pS7Z}  (42693) 

SKY  MOVIESGOLD 

-  AOOpm  A 

tS707lQ6)tl3Ol 

820  Jtawer.  ef. 

(OB057B)'.  WDB  L 

-  9078025ft  -m ISmrl - 

omtW .(M)pao*4- 

■  Prtrie  4*  Mm-  Jwn  BrwOe 
.  (4083902)  320  The  ten  lte 
(«BS)(BB4598^.3J5Cfa*  ■. 

TWT  : 

920  The  ISrty  Dozen  (1807)  (54033124) 
T1J3B  ^.Otyertfue,  Bunwrf  (1946) 
<54326389)  2fl0am  The  Court  MerWal  of 
JsdOa  RoMnoa  (1«0J  (78373964)  040 
HM  Ktatf*  Thief  (WS5)(7D5fi078S) 

SKYSPOHT5 1 _ 

TDOem  SperaCeifte  J3D32r)720  VWea- 
png  (B2W0J  aao  sports  Contra  (43921) 
B.PO  flaoryi  Maws  (57501)  820  Gofr.  Sm 
C*y  ToumarnerX—  Lira  (3657872)  220pra 
Spans  talon  (8372)  3J0  Sports 
(27303)  4J00  rtBh  5  (9124)  4JM  Ringside 
fS30&)5j00RugtyO*(®2l)W»  Sports 

M>  09608)  ?!t»  Golf  10186821  lOW 

Spas  CottQ  (6S0Sfl).114O  HoU  the  Bade 
Page  tS096B)  1ZO0  Spots  Oartm  P86t|l 
Ij&m  wresting  (30092)  300  Nti: 
P0M«wedi  (70963)400  Hotifte  Back 
Page  (23475)  500  Sports  Centre  (41709) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 

700m  AerDOkx  (9064414)  700  Spots 
Cerate  aOOSBl)  MO  Radno  (5886176) 
JL30  Trtff  LffWS  (4647390)  9  JO  Aarotxcs 
175691241  IQOO  Sparush  Pomera  Uga 
$7843380)  1200  iterates.  (5B83563) 
ttOttymPooififesasajiJBftjgbyCWi 
rteffifisa  200  Extreme. Sport  (6061B72) 
100  Powerboat*  (34782 3D)  AM  NBA 
38371M  SJSO  Extrema  Sport  £6032360) 
100  ftjwertWaS  (60825D1)  «JO  World 
S Kin  SpeeW  (6053853)  700  FA  CMP 
SecPXf  BotrtJ— LN»  (6045582)  1000 
Gfc*  JC  Penrw  Ctewns  15*3078^  1200 
Go3  (jssaan  aoo«m  Extreme  Sport 
(9036877)  35®  Goff;  «  Ponnay  Ctaac 
(4161747)  500  Wortd.  Sped  Spedti 
.[80557*7) 


IZOOpm  -Trane  Vtartd  Sport  pi  706872) 
1M  Tight  Lines  (B17822B2J 100  FoeftbaB 
Scrapbote  (32876292)  130.  Trans  World 
Sport  163253803)  400  Best  and  Worst 
(28033495)  500  Work!  ol  5eMrtg 

(58031853)  500  Powwwsek  (24877306) 
&30  High  5  (28038940)  700  Trans  World 
Spot  (56030476)  800  NBA  (E6043940) 
10J»  Wresting  (3605OO37)  1200  Close 


EUROSPORT 


730am  -Motors  Magazine  (84308)  UO 

:  Footbafc  Bjropa  v  Best  of  the  Htartd  (9625®  ■ 

IQOO  World  Cup  '09  SpeeW  (40308)  1 100 
beetrebonel  MrStsepcms  (53872)  ivn 
Skftff  Women's  World  Cup  -p^wnhfl 
(B85ffi)  lOOpra  SupercrOBs  (97230)  ZOO 
ATP  Senior -Tout  d  Champons— Uw 
.  (39921)  300  SJdng:  Warren's  World  Cup 
Dawrt!  (22143)  430  World  Supercroes 
Chnmperedtp  (3106)  SOO  Snawboardno 
(93591  800  Skiing;  Women*  Work)  Cup 
DowttB  (84766)  700  Sing  Hen's  World 
Cup  DnmM  (£1853)  800  Le  Mans  34 
hares  ffiOSOIJ  *.00  Batinfl  (57037)  IQOO 
Sjrro  @0124)  IIOO  Fitness  (41037)  1200 
Freertde  f98896)  1130em  Ctase 

UK  GOLD _ ‘ _ 

700am  Wbael  GrewnWoe  (47014S5)  70S 
Neighbours  (4577360)  BOO  Grasroeds 

(26S886B)  805  EastEndres  (B299834)  MO 
The  BID  (B488292)  030  MOWErttB'  WSty 
(9706834)  1O0Q  Be»'  Thts  House 
(1S76495)  1030  The  Suivans  (6494476) 
IIjOO  Boon  (8423582)  1200  Crossroads 
(48585327)  12*5  Naghboure  (40588414) 
12JB  EacJEnders  (2419124)  1JO  H  -De-Hi 
(4004143)  Z.10  Keeping  Up  Appearaneefi 
IB974785)  330  Last  d  the  Summer  Wine 
(9740476)  330  Tt»  B»  (3260940)  4.00 
Jufet  Brew  (38006087)  IDS  EaStEndere 

17663327)  FuB  House  (*544501)  8JS 

Srmrbusineaa  (5381376)  TjOO  U*t 
ef  toe  Summer  Wine  (3778245)  7.45  Are 
You  Being  Sarwri?  (89*0292)  120  Kaaptog 
Uo  Appeeraneee  (2846263)  930  The  ^ 
(1290363)  930".  Auf" Wiedetsafiia  FW 
n709(S63)  1035  Comte  Stop  PresorttS 
.020202111 11.45  Best  Oroy  WWbUo 
Test  191748W  123Am  Rot*  Goes  to 
Cotege  (6395231)  135  Pop  PraOfB 
IB191864)  1.15  Dub  8t  JongfauiS^5827896) 
145  Mori  vice  (2887438)  135  Shopping 

GRANADAPLUS 

&gOam  The  Bat  (8491650)  730  CorCrtfr 
UOft  St  1681610^  730  FmnttBe"f862T940) 


TCC 


AI  Pacino  «s  Mayor  John  Poppas  In  Cffjr  Haff  (Screen  1, 9pm) 


530  8M  Date  (6458259)  84)0  WUWn 
Theee  Wato  (43B323Q  10.00  Donahue 
(6823124)  11.00  Hm  to  Hart  (6803360) 
1230  Coronation  SI  {K58582)  1130pm 
Pamties  (2728037)  130.  On  the  Buses 
(881447^  130  Reese  SH  (SJS530Q  230 
The  Good  Guys  (7339688}  330  Donaliua 
(7556640)  430  Mission' '  impossible 
(7542747)  530  H»rat  Fh&O  (3310BS3) 
630 Farnies  (7883414)  QSOCarartann  St 
(7674788)  730  B8nd  Dale  (7236637)  830 
Hart  to  Kan  (1931245)  930  Coronation  & 
(7571259)' 030  Bale  and  Pane  (273BS01) 
lOUDOWurei  FVrhO  (floeei  78)  n^OCtose 

CARLTON  SELECT  (oabte) 

530pm  GkicBock  (7D631637)  SJiOHtyDed 
II 0SQ3967S) 830 &octtxi«0fa(20OZ)232) 
830  A  Gotroy  Praenoo  (280*3872)  7.00 
Gel  Bate-  (60738281)  730'  Duty  Free 
CB04S056)  830  BUS  Heelers  (66054036) 
930  Lcwejoy  (66034292)1030  The  Good 
Sex  Guide  (32843056)  1030  Coins  and 
Maconra's  LtortB  Otto  (22828476)  1130  St 

B58Vftere‘^47807tie5'1230  Fast  Forward 
(83190032)-  I230ren  Tate  of  the  Urwc- 
pectetJ  (5441214ft  13Q  J«aefr(W54S6Bft 

DISNEY  CHAMNH.  : 

ftOOem  Under  «e  Untsda  Tree  .630 


ftost  and  Jim  635  VWnrae  the  Pooh  730 
Ataddiv.  fee  Senes  730  Tat  Avery  830 
Dinoseure  830  BonWre  830 Gumns  Bears 
030  Chip  ‘n’  Oeta  Resore  Rangers  835 
Meu&e  aid  Mole  1030  Seeame  SfreeT 
1 130  Winnie  the  Pooh  11.15  Ftoae  and  ten 
11 JS  SStg  Me  a  Storywnti  Be®  1230 Tote 
TV  1230pm  rs  Fun  to  Leam  wtft  Spa 
12.4S  WtflMSlhe  Pooh  130  Sesame  Street 
230  Arraaig  Anfcntes  230  Grenmi  Beers 
330 Tate  Spin  130  Soof  Trotto  430Tfr»n 
and  Prenbaa  A3o  Recess  100  Brand 
SpanMrn  NwEtouB 530 Peppw  Arm  630 
•  Nwwnare  Ned  530  Smart  Guy  730  The 
Wttyns  Monrtesto  730  FttJC  Honey,  I 
Shrank  the  KJrta  8.00  Second  Noah 
moo  Clow 

FOX  WPS  NETWORK 


_ _ _  cwy  630  fflty  me  Cat  7j» 

Phoccfw  730  Power  Rangers  Too  830 
Beefttootra;  830 Masted  Rida  9M  ktagte 
Bat  830  Dutey  1030  Inspector  Gadget 
1030  Pfera  Caa  1130  Swwr  Wtey 
1230  Ace  Venture  1230pm  Caspar  130 
TU 130  kun  Man 230 Fantastic  Fpre«» 
Paver  Rancor  Zee  330  Big  Bad 
Beeilebags  130  Masted  RUar  430  At» 

Ventura  430  Casper  500  Tick  S30X  Man 
630  Spttaniwn  630  Sweet  Vteey  High 


6.00am  Happily  B«r  Alter  630  Booby’s 
World  730  Sprou  7-30  Derma  toe  Menace 
100  Batman  830  Batman  9.00  Eanhwam 
An  930  RtHTuold  the  HemdMr  10.00 
Oscar’s  Orchestra  1030  Flash  Gordon 
1130  bnogwjd  1130  Gigsmre  1230 
Sprrtu  1230pm  Sonic  130  Batman  130 
AJs  Uma  Tswiettem  230  ttrcQOud  230 
Flash  Gordon  330  Some  330  Earthworm 

Jim  430  Dams  the  Menace  430  Batman 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

AD  yout  favourne  csttoons  broadcast  tram 
930am  u  SLOOpm,  urn  days  a  week 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am  KJw  Tomatoes  630  Aaahh1  Real 
Monsters  730  Hey  Amoks'  730  Rugrats 
B.D0  Dcsug  830  Nevwwxing  Story  830 
C SBC  1030  VWmze’s  House  1030  Babar 
1130  Magic  School  Bus  1130  Bananas  In 
Pyjamas  1230  Paddington  Baa/  etc 
1230pm  Lltle  Red  Tractor  etc  130  Dr 
Sauss  130  bMe  Beet  Stories  230  ArtmaJ 
Show  230  C88C  130  Rod>0/Doug  4.00 
Angry  Beams  430  Rugrats  630  Surat 
Saw 530 Kenan  and  Kal  630  Sabrina  the 
Teenage  Wteh  630  Moeeha  730  Ctose 

TROUBLE _ 

1230pm  Swan's  Crossing  1230  Ready  or 
No)  130  Madteon  130  CaHlomla  Dreams 
230  Saved  by  toe  B*a  230  Swarta 
Cfflsang  100  No  Noted  Bames  130 
Ready  or  Nat  430  Sevod  by  the  Bel  430 
USA  High  530  Hangtane  130  CaStomb 
Drearre  630  Blast  630  Madson  730 
Hangtroe  730  USA  Mgn  830  Close 

CHALLENGE  TV _ 

630pm  Croes  Wits  530  MOva  on  Up  630 
Fanwy  Fortunes  530  Cetahptroee  7.15 
few  $64,000  OuKUOrt  83Q  SpTt  Second 
830  Karaoke  Challenge  9.15  Wbner  Takes 
AI  1030  Treasure  Hunt  11.15  Karaoke 
ChoUenpc  1230  Say  the  Word  1230am 
Halt  to  Hart  130  few  Big  Vafcjy  230 
BtpiwBf  330  Where  1  Uve  4.00  Jaa  Sarw 

Ftondere  530  Saoensbop 


BRAVO 


830pm  The  A-Team  (4247747)  830  Tore 
ol  Duty  (4250211)  1030  Rod  Shoe  Dtortes 
iwmm  1 035  FlLUiVtce  Squad  (1962) 
(8234143)  1235am  Sevwty  Htffi  Bordeft) 
(5615051)1.15  Red  Shoe  Dianas  (281 261 2) 
100  Beverty  HOC  BoreMo  (1478389)  230 


mi*  FM  of  th*  North  Star  (1993) 
(2296322)  430  The  Maw  (2283803)  530 
Surety  and  Hutch  1501 13«1J 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

730pm  Grace  Under  Fre  (5292)  730 
Roseame  1 4679)  830  Eften  (4940)  830 
Cybti  (4637)  9.00  Cheers  (33869)  930  Taxi 
(92785)  1030  Monty  Python  (63688)  11.00 
Paramom  Presents  (38414)  1130  EJien 
(1067ft  1230  Rosearos  (94070)  1230am 
MBhEtand  (55693)  130  Soap  [2B7091 130 
Tad  (67186)  230  Paramoun  Presents 
(88983)230 Grace  UndaRre  (08490)100 
Cybfl  (31273)  330  Kenny  Everett  (82070) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

830pm  Sightings  (33797B6)  930  Fill: 
Bad  Dream  (1908)  (55589211)  1035  40 
Years  ot  Hammer  (5747259)  1130  Friday 
toe  i3to  16674211)  123S  Sigtengs 
(25038801  I30em  The  Tw*ghi  Zone, 
(995227ft  130  Tales  ol  toe  Unexpected 
(376498ft  zjoa  OtaS  Shadows  (7805254) 
230  New  AUred  Htchcock  (78657B1)  100 
Friday  toe  13th  (9664683)  430  Close 

HOME  A  LEISURE _ 

030am  Joy  ot  Painting  830  Gardeners' 
Diary  1030  Garden  Party  1030  New 
Yankee  Woritsbop  1130  Andy’s  Anging 
Adwraues  1130  Hometroe  1230  The 
Drcemar  1230pm  Tins  Old  House  1.00 
Yan  Car  Qx*  130  Restoraturt  Game  230 
Frertiute  Guys  230  Antiques  Trad  330 
Ttro'sCorePy 330  Home  Again 430 Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm  The  Keenan  (3254368)  430 
Roadshow  (3276501 )  530 Anaart  Warrens 
@401259)  530  Beyond  2000  (3267853) 
630  Untamed  Amazonia  @718211)  730 
Mysterious  Universe  @a81«6)  730 
Disaster  (3277230)  830  Utunale  Guide 
(4243921)  0.00  Fonnse  Detectives 
(4263785)  1030  Medical  Detectives 
(4266872)  1130  Weapons  ol  War 
(5419388)  1230  The  Dtcenren  (7649235) 
1236am  Roadshow  (7250615)  130 
Dteasa  (38335421  130  Beyond  2000 
(9242418)  230  Qog8 

NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 

7.00pm  Explorer  (8136501)  830  WldSfe 
WSmors  (8112921)  9.00  Three  Men  In  a 
Bteoon  (8132785)  1030  fee  Gteal  Indian 
Railway  (813587ft  1130  Search  Tor  toe 
Great  Apes  (5459292)  12.00  Erptoret 
(2067070)  130am  Cfase 


TRAVEL  (cable) 


1230pm  Rod's  Indian  Wahabour  130  A-z 
Med  130  Across  me  Line  2.00  CUfes  ol  toe 
World  130  Gatherings  and  Cerebramxis 
330  Portrait  ot  Ireland  130  Raiftvsy 
Adventures  Across  Europe  430  Around 
EUXan 430  Greg’s  World  530 War  and  Wild 
630  Reef  World  630  The  Flavours  ol 
France  &30  On  toe  Hortzon  730  Going 
Ptacw  830  No  Truckin'  Holiday  830 
Sports  Solans  9.00  Scandtoavian  Summers 
1030  Gatoemgs  and  Cerebrations  1030 
On  Tim  1130  Best «  Travel  U»  1997 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

430pm  The  War  in  toe  East-  The  Road  in 
Betel  Ptyt  One  (5525330)  530  History 
Encore  (5800056)  730  Biography.  Adofl 
Hitter  (2941747)  830  Ctose 

CARLTON  FOOD  (cable) 

1230pm  Food  Network  Daty  1230 
Sophie's,  Meat  Course  1.00  Food  lor 
feoughi  130  High  Days  and  Other  Days 
230  Hudson  and  Hals  230  Food  Network 
Daily  330  French  unch  330  Graham 
Kan's  Kusian 430  ideal  Home  Cocks  430 
Planet  Nosh  530  Ctose 


LIVING 


630wn  T¥v  Living  9.00  Why  Me”  930 
Gordon  Elton  10.10  Jerry  Springer  1130 
Young  and  toa  Restless  1135  Brookside 
123Spm  Jimmy’s  IIS  Cheap  Dae  1 3S 
Ready.  Steady.  Cote  236  Hrel  to  hart  330 
LM  at  Three  433  Jerry  Springer  530 
Rofcnda  530  Cheap  Che  630  Heady. 
Steady.  Cor*  730  Rescue  911  730 
Mysteries.  Magic  ana  teredos  830  Artrerv 
akn  Junfues  830  HLifc  Victim  of  Lays 
1130  s»  Ute  Oowh  under 

ZEE  TV _ 

730am  Jaagran  730  Aap  Ki  Adabt  830 
Bustooss  830  Ratiiai  830  Dasht  1030 
Mjf*  Talaq  Do  1030  Chato  Qnsnia  1130 
Zb te  Ka  Salat  1130  Hasteeln  1230 
Ardas  1230pm  Raana  1.00  FILM  430 
Hey  Ha  Ho  430  Antautoari  630  Zone  630 
Hun  Paanch  630  Lehren  730  Top  10730 
Mas  Mast  Hat  2nda9  030  Naurs  830 
Parerrpara  930  FILM  12.00  Ctose 

MTV  _ 

few  24  hour  male  channel 

VH-1  _ 

few  video  htta  chonnri 
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CRICKET  48 

Hollioake  at  the 

helm  as  winter 
plans  take  shape 


RUGBY  UNION  52 

Healey  on  the  wing 
as  England  ring 
changes  for  Twickenham 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  5 1997 


Romania,  Colombia  and  Tunisia  provide  initial  World  Cup  rivalry  for  Hoddle’s  team 


From  Oliver  Holt,  football  correspondent,  in  Marseilles 


OUT  of  the  darkness  that 
•shrouded  the  Stade  Velo¬ 
drome,  England  were  lit  up  by 
a  dazzling  shaft  of  light  here 
last  night.  There  may  be  no 
easy  touches  in  the  World  Cup 
finals  that  will  take  place  in 
France  next  summer,  but 
when  the  draw  was  made  for 
the  tournament  and  England 
were  allotted  the  third  position 
in  group  G,  a  mixture  of  relief 
and  elation  spread  over  the 
face  of  Glenn  Hoddle. 

Just  when  it  seemed  that 
fate  was  going  to  deal  England 
the  cruellest  of  hands  and 
place  them  in  group  F  with 
Germany  and  the  United 
States,  old  foes  who  have 
caused  England  heartbreak 
before,  Hoddle-S  team  were 
drawn  instead  in  the  group 
containing  Romania  —  possi¬ 
bly  the  weakest  of  the  eight 
seeds  —  Colombia  and  Tuni¬ 
sia.  All  have  their  merits,  but 
England  could  have  fared 
much,  much  worse. 

Having  avoided  all  the  lead¬ 
ing  powers,  teams  such  as 
Brazil.  Germany,  Spain  and 
Argentina,  Hoddle  and  his 
squad,  buoyed  by  only  two 
defeats  in  his  14  games  in 
charge,  can  now  tackle  their 
preparations  for  France  with 
renewed  gusto,  boosted  by  the 
optimism  that  will  surge 
through  them  after  the  news  of 
their  opponents.  If  the  Eng¬ 
land  coach  had  feared  a 
“group  of  death",  this  was 
news  that  breathed  even  more 
life  into  the  nation’s  gathering 
challenge. 

It  means  that  England  will 
open  their  attempt  to  try  to 
win  the  sport’s  biggest  prize 
for  the  first  time  in  32  years 
here  in  this  Mediterranean 
port  city  on  June  15.  Probably 


Rob  Hughes. 


Ceremony  too  far - 51 

Complete  guide  to  draw _ 51 

Harford  move  opposed  ,.,53 


still  operating  from  their  pro¬ 
jected  base  in  La  Baule,  near 
Nantes,  they  will  then  move 
on  to  Toulouse  a  week  later  to 
play  Romania  before  winding 
up  their  group  games  against 
Colombia  in  Lens,  in  the 
northeast  of  France,  on  June 
26. 

Romania,  of  course,  will  be 
the. biggest  threat  and  it  is 
imperative  that  England  win 
die  group,  because  failure  to 
do  so  is  likely  to  pit  them 
against  Argentina  in  the  last 
16,  a  tie  that  they  would  prefer 
to  avoid  at  that  relatively 
advanced  stage  of  the  competi¬ 
tion.  To  win  the  group  would 
mean  a  marginally  easier  next 
tie,  possibly  against  Croatia. 


PAST  RECORD 


v  Romania 

OVERALL  ...  P9W2  D6  LI  F7  A5 
WORLD  CUP  P5W1  03  LI  F3  A3 
v  Colombia 

OVERALL  ..  .  P3WZ  01  ID  FS  A1 
No  previous  World  Cup  meeanga 
v  Tunisia. 

0V5IML.  .  P1W0  01  in  FI  At 
No  fmtajs  World  Op  meetings  ■ 

Work}  Cip  record  Hdudes  qualifying  Has 


HOW  t m  MNe  im 


Italy 

CUto 

Cameroon 

Austria 


*«!<*«  V:  I  g 


Franca  .  Spain 
Sooth  Africa  Nigeria 
Saudi  Arabia  Paraguay 


Germany 

Belgium  United  States  Colombia 
South  Korea  Ytagoatavta  Finland 
ban  Tunisia 


Argentina 


No  1269 


ACROSS 
1  Vein  of  ore  (4) 

3  Sample  (8) 

8  Part  of  speech  of  speech  (4) 

9  Complains,  complaints  (8) 
11  Quibble  (5.5) 

14  Artisfs  whole  production 
(6) 

15  King’s  seat  (6) 

17  At  once,  if  at  all 

20  Breakdown  for  study  (8) 

21  Short  hair,  bird's  pouch  (4) 

22  Game  for  one:  one  on  mon¬ 
ument  (T.  Night)  (8) 

23  Piquancy,  lemon  peel  14) 


DOWN 

1  Venture  at  poor  odds  14.4) 

2  Share  room:  have  a  big 
laugh  (62) 

4  Female-seclusion  custom  (6) 

5  Understand;  indude  (10) 

6  Gangster's  girt  —  Flanders 

H) 

7  Bird’S  home  (4) 

10  Stock  character  (10) 

12  Gradually  come  together 
(8) 

13  Old.  broken  down  (8) 

16  Ediptk  belt  (6) 

18  (Eg  wood)  deform  (4) 

19  Ron  fast;  arrow  (4) 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  1268 

ACROSS:  1  Impala  5  Pumice  8  True  9  Crackers 

10  Forced  12  Twin  15  Downing  Street  16  Bolt  17  Absurd 

19  Gambling  21  Flex  22  Impede  23  Treaty 

DOWN:  2  Marco  Polo  3  Ace  4  Accident  5  Peak  6  Make 

terms  7  Cur  1 1  Constable  13  In  earnest  14  Escargot 

18  Mime  20  Ann  21  Fee 


THE  TIMES  BOOKSHOP 


CROSSWORD  ENTHUSIASTS  -  SPECIAL  OFFER: 

The  Tunis  Jumbo  Crosswords  Book  3  is  available  n  Times  readers  far  jnsr  E4  (RRF  £4 991 
while  supplies  fan  from  The  Times  Bookshop. 

CompOa  non  vuhiOH  of  ThcTiincsTmi  Crosswords  (Bucfcb  —  KZ.W).  The  Tones  Cmsworos 
(Voignks  10.  [1. 12, 13  —  E3.99  earh}  ipd  Tgpes  Computer  CrMsWrai  ctf  dtok  may  also  be 
ordered,  with  free  delivery,  along  wuh  any  other  books  (nan  The  Times  Bookstm. 

I CSNO  134  far  credit  card  tsders  tr  far  Further  derails,  fraying  by 
_J  make  parable  Id  News  Boofcs/Crosswnfa  and  send  B  The  Tones 
c  -*K,  Febnwdi,TIUl  ZVX.  Delray  in  HH4  and  subject  *>  araflahitiiy. 


Romania,  though,  will  con¬ 
stitute  formidable  opposition. 
They  galloped  through  their 
qualifying  group,  vanning 
nine  of  their  ten  matches  and 
succumbing  to  a  draw  only 
once,  against  Ireland  at 
Lansdowne  Road  in  October. 
They  reached  the  quarter¬ 
finals  of  the  last  World  Cup  in 
the  United  States,  and  with 
players  such  as  Marius 
LacaTus  and  Dan  Petrescu  in 
their  team,  it  wQl  be  a  notable 
achievement  if  England  can 
overcome  them. 

Colombia,  too,  will  lade 
nothing  for  passion  and  com¬ 
mitment  Led  by  the  unpre¬ 
dictable  Newcastle  United 
striker,  Faustino  Asprilia. 
there  is  likely  to  be  more 
pressure  on  them  than  any 
other  team  given  the  tragically 
violent  reaction  to  their  elimi¬ 
nation  from  the  competition  in 
tiie  US  when  their  defender, 
Andres  Escobar,  who  had 
scored  an  own  goal  in  the 
match  against  America,  was 
gunned  down  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  home  dty  of 
Medellin. 

England’s  pairing  with  the 
South  Americans,  who  ’  last 
played  against  them  in  a  draw 
at  Wembley  in  the  run-up  to 
the  1996  European  champion¬ 
ship.  means  that  the  match 
between  the  teams  that  had 
been  planned  for  London  in 
February  will  almost  certainly 
now  be  off.  Argentina,  who 
were  alternative  opponents, 
are  also  likely  to  be  ruled  out 
because  of  the  possibility  of 
that  last  16  meeting.  A 
possible  replacement  being 
mentioned  last  night  was 
Yugoslavia. 

As  for  Tunisia,  they  quali¬ 
fied  over  Egypt  for  the  finals 
and  are  highly  rated  by  the 
former  England  coach.  Terry 
Venables.  They  lost  to  South 
Africa  in  the  final  of  the 
African  Nations’  Cup  last  year 
and  under  their  Polish  coach. 
Henri  Kasperczak,  football  in 
the  North  African  country  has 
been  revitalised. 

The  last  time  that  England 
faced  them  they  won  a  tempes¬ 
tuous  match  2-1.  Steve  Bull 
scored  one  of  the  goals,  but 
the  match  is  best  remembered 
for  the  headbutt  that  Terry 
Butcher  aimed  at  an  opponent 
and  the  relief  that  it  went 
undetected,  thereby  doing 
nothing  to  hamper  England's 
last-minute  preparations  for 
the  1990  World  Cup.  when 
they  eventually  reached  the 
semi-finals  under  Bobby 
Robson. 


Sepp  Blatter,  the  Fifa  general  secretary,  gets  the  draw  for  the  1998  World  Cup  finals  under  way  last  night 


The  draw  was  held  in  the 
early  evening  here,  an  hour 
after  dusk  had  fallen  and 
obscured  the  Modes  of  modern 
flats  and  tire  rocky  mountains 
rising  away  behind  the  stands. 
On  a  stage  behind  one  of  the 
goals  that  was  decorated  with 
props  including  a  globe,  a  set 
of  goalposts,  a  football  and, 
almost  as  an  afterthought  the 
World  Cup  trophy,  Sepp  Blat¬ 


ter,  the  Hfit  president  had 
stepped  into  the  spotlight  like 
the  compere  of  a  game  show. 

The  draw  for  the  tourna¬ 
ment  which  affected  more 
than  13  billion  people  from 
tiie  32  nations  who  have 
qualified  for  the  extravaganza 
which  will  begin  with  Scot¬ 
land's  tie  against  Brazil  in  the 
Stade  de  France  on  June  10, 
looked  Kke  a  cross  between  the 


National  Lottery  Live  and 
Family  Fortunes,  but  it  passed 
quickly  and  without  a  hitch. 

With  the  seeds  drawn  first 
and  the  Concacaf  and  African 
countries  caning  next  the 
tension  for  England  support¬ 
ers  built  and  built  until  it  was 
almost  unbearable.  In  the  end, 
though,  they  could  have  no 
complaints. 

It- will  still  be  tough  and 


until  expectations  growing 
>  with  every-game,  to  tiie  extent 
!  that  fiuhire  to  make  the  semi- 

-  finals  will  now  be  regarded  as 

-  a.  dreadful  anticlimax,  the 
ip  stage  is  still  only  the 
staged  the  second  half  of 

noddle's  attempt  to  bring  tiie 
World  Cup  back  ip  England 
and  create  a  new  generation  of 
heroes  to  foQour  the  Boys  of. 
•66. 


Hoddle 
tries  to 
keep  cool 

FROM  Matt  Dickinson  *n~' 
Marseilles!-.  '  f. 
GLENN  HODDLE  dBd  fcfe 
best  to  maintain  hfcasuai 
unflappable  exterior  :  'last": 
.  night,  but  there  was  ob  tins-  > 
taking  the  exotemeni,  or  the  . 
relief,  felt  by  the  Etigtand-/ 
coach  after  his  ^  team  ,  were  ; 
drawn  in  group  G. '*■  ; 

While  recognistng^ROTaa- 
nia^  vast  World  Cup  experi¬ 
ence,  Hoddle  knows  vfctory 
over  Colombia  and.Tunish': 
should  be  weH  within  En¬ 
gland's  reach.  “It  could  hare': 
been  a  lot  border -he  said,  J. 

“Spain’s  group- ir  a 
tough  one,  but  then  affa  ir 
could  have  been  earien  tfed 
we  are'm  the  middle  ground 
and  we  can  go  into  it  in  a 
positive  mood:  We  are  wdi 
capable  of  qualifying  but  we 
need  to  do  our  homework.*  ■ 
That  will  apply  particularly 
to  Tunisia  who  England  have  ; 
not  played  since  J99(L_Haddfe 
addafc“We  will  have  to  start 
finding  out  about  '  them 
straightaway.  What  they  hare 
for  breakfast  1  have  seen/ 
them  os  television,  but  never 
in  tiie  flesh.  We  would  have 
picked  to  play  than  first 
certainly.  -  ^ 

“Colombia  are  unprediefr 
able.  They  can  produce'-?;, 
massive  performance  •  one 
day,  but  then  go  out  and  riot 
play  so  wefl  tiie  next  Witb  ■ 
Romanian  they  have  plenty  of 
Worid  Cup  experience,  mm*: 
than  our  squad. 

“I  fed  like.  I  want. to. start 
tomorrow,  1  want  to  get  toy 
teeth  into  it  If  you  did  not ' 
enjoy  this,  yoti  undid  not  be 
in  the  job  in  the  first  place." 

England's- first  opponents 
will  be  Tunisia  and  Hoddle 
will  pit  his  mts  against 
Henryk  Kasperczak.  the  Afri- 
can  country’s  Polish  coach 
who  was  part  of  tiie  team  that 
knocked  England  out  of  the 
World  Cup  in  1973. 

Kaspenzak  sakk  “England 
are  very  strong,  but  1  played 
against  them  at  W embfey. 
when  we  knocked  tbemauNif 
foe  World  Cup  so  anythfsg'b 
possible  in  football  over'  90 
minutes.  We  have  a  fade  of- 
experience  and  tradition,;  but. 
Tunisia  was  the  Gist  Afiicati 
country  to  win  a  Worid  Coff 
game  and  we  believe  we  caa- 
go  tinouglL  Englan  d  bare? 
changed  their  style  ami  hate  ;  - 
come  bade  stronger,  hto  thcr  : 
weather  when  we  p^- foot;' 
in  Marseilles  will  suit  us.?/ 
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Scotland  are  hoping  to  make  it 
fourth  time  lucky  against  Brazil 


By  Kevin  McCarra 

FEELINGS  of  exhilaration 
and  foreboding  prospered 
jointly  but,  above  all,  there 
was  a  sense  that  destiny  had 
been  at  work  in  tiie  draw 
yesterday.  Although  Scotland 
are  to  have  the  honour  of 
opening  the  World  Cup,  an 
June  10  in  the  new  Stade  de 
France  in  Paris,  they  may  end 
that  day  in  a  tattered  condi¬ 
tion.  The  match  will  be  against 
the  holders,  Brazil. 

When  Sepp  Blatter,  the  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  Fifa.  began  to 
unscrew  tiie  bail  from  pot  two 
that  contained  die  name  of  the 
country  to  be  placed  with 
Brazil  in  group  A,  there  were 
nine  candidates.  Any  Scottish 
football  supporter,  however, 
knew  that  in  reality,  there  was 
only  one  nation  that  could 
possibly  be  announced.  It  was 
a  matter  of  Date. 

Craig  Brown,  the  Scotland 
manager,  had  spent  recent 
days  stating  that  he  did  not 
want  to  face  Brazil.  So  far  as 
superstitious  observers  are 
concerned,  that  was  tanta¬ 
mount  to  inviting  such  an 
outcome.  In  any  case,  the  two 
countries  are  in  the  habit  of 
encountering  one  another  at 
the  World  Cup.  with  three 
previous  meetings  since  1974. 

These  are  always  festive 
occasions  of  uproarious  good¬ 


will  for  the  supporters,  but  the 
merriment  has  been  easier  for 
tiie  Brazilians  to  sustain.  Scot¬ 
land  have  won  none  of  these 
fixtures,  drawing  0-0  in  1974. 
losing  4-1  in  1952  and  1-0  in 
1990. 

“We  are  very  happy,"  a 
dogged  Brown  said,  “but  it 
couldn't  have  been  any  hard¬ 
er.  We  have  the  chance  to 
redeem  ourselves  against  Bra¬ 
zil."  The  fascination  at  the 
prospect  of  another  attempt  at 
victory  over  such  opponents 
tended  to  reduce  interest  in 
tiie  rest  of  the  draw.  The  other 
two  opponents  in  tiie  group, 
however,  will  also  concern 
Brown. 

Norway  and  Morocco  may 
offer  a  contrast  in  styles,  but 
both  are  liable  to  prove  formi¬ 
dable.  Indeed,  the  only  defeat 
suffered  by  Brazil  in  their  44 
matches  since  the  1994  World ' 
Cup  Final  was  4-2  against 
Norway,  in  Oslo.  It  is  the 
measure  of  Norway’s  advance 
that  such  a  result  no  longer 
provokes  incredulity. 

The  coach.  Egil  Olsen,  fre¬ 
quently  finds  himself  accused 
of  constructing  a  side  that  is 
prone  to  flinty,  unattractive 
football,  yet  its  players  are 
in  great  demand.  When  the 
Scottish  Football  Association 
ponders  tiie  draw,  the  gloom 
may  be  relieved  when  they 
note  some  likely  savings  in 
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expenses.  Brown  will  not  have 
far  to  travel  when' Ik  seeks 
to  .study  the  •  Norway 
squad 

Its  most  significant  mem¬ 
bers  are  all  to  be  found  in 
England,  with  Ole  Gunnar 
Solskjaer.  Henning  Berg  and 
Ronqy  Johnsen  at  Manchester 
United.  A  few  .more  miles  in 
the  car  and  Brown  will  be  able 
to  observe  Oyvind  Leanhard- 
sen  at  Liverpool.  If  Cteltic.  as 
expected,  buy  Harald  Bratt- 
bedek  front  Rosenborg  Trond¬ 
heim  for  £2  million  next  week, 
the  manager’ will  only  incur 
the  cost  of  a  taxi  fare  across 
Glasgow  for. part  of  his  re¬ 
search. 

fn  qualifying  for  the  finals, 
Norway  wot  six  and  drew 
two  of  their  eight  matches 
against  Hungary,  Finland, 
Switzerland  and  Azerbaijan. 
They  scored  21  goals  and 
conceded  two. 

Morocco  are  one  of  the  most 
respected  of  the  African 


nations  and  Ghana,  Sierra- 
Leone  and  Gabon,  their  rivals 
in  the  qualifying  games,  were 
never  likely  to -prevent  an 
appearance  in  tiie  finals.  Hen¬ 
ri  MicheL  the  veteran  French 
manager,  is  in  charge  of 
Morocco  and  should  provide 
them  with  an  expertise  that 
will  be  of  assistance  in  his 
native  land  nextsuriiiher. ' 

"I  feel  we  are  capable  of- 
.  causing  an  upset  against  N6r- 
way  and  Morocco,"  Brown 
<  said,  “although  they  are  morq 
-  highfy  rated  than  us  in  the  Fife 
rankings.  I  am  always  opti¬ 
mistic  and  we  do  have  a  team 
that  is  hard  jto  beat”  That 
durability  will  be  tested  on 
June  16,  against  Norway  in 
Bordeaux,  an^  cm  June  23, 
agaihst  Morocco  .  in  .  Saint- 
Etiennei 

Scotland  were  in  Salnt- 
Etiennc  last  month,  when  they 
lost  2-1  to  France,  and  will  now 
hope;  that  the  charm  offensive 
carriki  exit  then  has  cunied 
favotkr  with  the  locals.  None-' 
.  the] ess.  it  isl  the  opening 
fixture  of  the  World  Cup, 
against  Brazil,  that  absorbs 
the  mind: 

’  Supporters  hardly  know, 
whether  to  look  forward  to  the 
sight  pf  Ronaldo,  scorer  of  two 
goals  in  tiie  Rest  of  the  World's 
5-2  win  over  Europe  in  Mar¬ 
seilles  yesterday,  or  to  dread 
the  consequences  for  Scotland. 
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ZENITH  '3 

Swiss  Matchmakers  since  1865 

CHROHO  MASTER :  case  in  18U  gold  or  steeL  Equipped  with  the  -I 
(egeodaty  ZENITH  EL  HtlMERO  movement,  the  only  autoro8fif;Yi, 
dnoirograph  movement  to  beat  at  36*000  alt/hobr.  Onomgr^b  ' 
functions  coordinated  by  a  column  wheeL  OnwwinetsEv  ^ 
certificate,  five  year  International  guarantee.  ZEmPHns  biwnFi; 

rewarded  for  to  predskm  by  the  ctnooommric  obsetYatofirV  *  ! 

more  frequently  than  any  other Sw^s  manufacturer.  ;  'fm 

fine  Jewellery  Room,  Ground  Floor.  -E.1 
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